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in charge of Communications and Works Department. 

(6) The iiou’ble Mr. Huskyan Shaiikku Sihravvahdy, in charge 

of Finance, Commerce and Labour Departments. 

(7) K^Hon'ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur, 

in charge of the Judicial und Legislative Departments. 
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struction Departments. 
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• Abdul Aziz, Maulanu Md. [Narayanganj East (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul *Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. (Taugail West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hafiz Mia, Mr. [Kurigram South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hakeem, Mr. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. [ Mymensingh West (Muhammadan).] 

-ifbdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Maulvi Md. [Munshiganj (Muham- 
madan). ] 

Abdul Hamid, Mi. A. M. [ Palma West ( M uhitmmadaii).] 

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. [ Kishoregunj North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Jahhar, Maulvi. [Dinajpur Central East (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Jabftiar l’alwan, Mr. Md. (Jamalpur North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Kiider, Mr. [Patuakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Alnlul Karim, Mr. [Jamalpur cum Muktagaiha (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvi [Munikganj West (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Majid, Maulvi. [ Mymensingh North (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Majid, Mi. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Wahub Khan, Mr. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Wahed, Maulvi. [Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 

. AbdullaPSt Mahmood, Mr. [Serajgauj North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur, A. E. M. [24-Parganatt North-Eaat 
^Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. (Muslim Chamber of Commeree.) 

Abdur Rasheed, Maulvi Md. [Bifibhum (Mubammadan).] 

Abdur Raschid Mahmood, Mr. [Serajgauj North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdur Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvi 8. [Howrah (Muhammadan).] 
Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah. [Rangpur South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ab % diy Razzak, Maulvi. [Feni (Muhammadan).] 

Abdua Shaheed, Maulvi Md. [Daera North Central (Muhammadan).] 
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(Muhammadan).] . • 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi. [Gaibandha North (Muhammadan).] 
Abul Faxl, Mr. Muhammad [Madaripur West (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Hasbim, Maulvi. [Burdwan (Muhammadan).] 

Afoul Hosain Ahmed, Mr. [Netrokona North (JJuhammadan). J 
Afoul Quasem, Maulvi. [Hooghly (Muhammadan).] 

Acharyya Choudhury, Maharaja Kashi Kanta, of Muktagaeha, Mymen- 
singh. (Dacca J landholders/) 

Aftab Ali, Mr. (Water Transport Trade Cnion.) 

Aftab Hossain Joardar, Maulvi. [Nadia East (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Ali Enayetpuri, Khan Bahadur Mauliinu. [Jhenidah (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ahmed Ali Mridha, Maulvi. [Goalundo {Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Hosain, Mr. [Gaibandha South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. Sved. [Noakhali South (M uhammadau. )] 
Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. jMidnapore (Muham- 
madan).] 

Aminullah, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Noakhali (Vntial {Muhammadan).] 
Amir Ali Mia, Maulvi Md. [Kajshalii South (Muhammadan).] 
Anwarul Azirn, Khan Bahadur Md. [Chittagong South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ashraf Ali, Mr. M. [Nator (Muhammadan >. | 

Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Tippera Central ( Muhammadan). J 
Aulad Hossain Khan, Maulvi. [Munikganj East (Muhammadan).] 
Aihar Ali, Maulvi. [Babna East (Muhammadan).] 

Azizul Haque, the llou’ble Khan Bahadur M., r.i.v. [Nadia WeBt 
(Muhammadan).] 


B 

Badrudduja, Mr. Syed. [ Berhampore (Muhammadan.)] 

Banerjee, Dr. Suresh Chandra. [Calcutta and Suburbs (Registered 
Factories).] 

Banerji, Mr. P. [24-Parganas North-West (General).] 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. [Burdwan Noith-West (General).] 
Banerjee, Mr. Sihnath. [Howrah (Registered Factories).] 

Banerji, Mr. Satya Priva. [Rajshahi ((icneral).] 
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Barat Ali, Mr. Mohaftimad. [Serajganj Central (Muhammadan).] 
Banna, Babu Premhari# [Djnajpur (General).] 

Barma, Mr. .Puspajit. [Rangpur (General).] 

Barman, Babu Shyarna Prosad. [Dinajpur (General).] 

Barman, Baibu Upendra Nath. [Jalpaiguri cum Siliguri (General).} 
“'Basu, Mr. Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (General).] 

Basu, Mr. Santosh Kumar. [Calcutta East (General).] 

Bell-Hart, Miss P. B. (Anglo-Indian Constituency.) 

Bhowmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. [Midmipore East (General).] 
*Birkmyje, Sir Henry, Bart, [llooghly cum Howrah (European). J 
Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. [Nadia (General).] 

Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. [Jessore (General).] 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. [Faridpur (General).] 

B^se, Mr. Sarat Chandra. [Calcutta South (General).] 

"Brown, Mr. A. 0. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 
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Chaknabafty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. | Rangpur (General).] 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. [ Bogra cum Palma (General).] 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. [Nadia (General).] 

Chaudhuri, Rai Hareudra Nath. [24-Pnrgunus Municipal (General).] 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Clark, Mr. 1. A. [Burdwan Division (European).] 
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• 

Das, Mr. Mahim Chandra. [Chittagong (General). J 
Das, Babu Radha Nath. [llooghly North-East (General).] 

Das, Mr. Anukul Chandra. [24-Parganas North-West (General).] 
Das, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhusan. [ Murahidafoad (General).] 

Das, Mr. Monomohan. [Mymenaingh East (General).] 

Dass', Babu Debendra Nath. [Birbhum (General).] 

Das # Gupta, Mr. Khagendra Nath. [Jalpaiguri cum Siliguri 
(General).] 
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I)a* Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Calcutta Central (General).] 

Do* Gupta, Srijut Narendra Nath. [Bak»rganj South-West (General).j 
Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. [Tippera (General).] 

Dolui, Mr. Harendra Nath. [Jharfrram cum Ghatal (General).] 

Dutt, Mr. Sukumar. [Hoojfhly South-West (General).] 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. [Calcutta General (J7omen).] 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Niharendu. [Barrackpore (Roistered 
Factories).] 

E 

Edbar, Mr. Lpendranath. [ liukar<runj South-West (General).] 
Emdadul Haijue. Kuzi. [Kuriinum North (Muhammadan).] 


Farhad Itaza CWdhury. Mr. M [Janpipur (Muhammadan) 1 
harhat Bano Khanam, Be^rum. | ]>„.,.« (Muhammadan, Women 1 

^mSLSS., 1 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. [Jumulpu, Kas, (Muhammadan).] 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca l-mvciMty.) 

Irench, Mr. F. II. (Bengal Cliamhcr of Commerce, i 


Ganguly, Mr. J-rutul Chandra. (Fas, Bengal Municipal (General).] 
Otiose. Mr. Atul Krishna. [Jessnrt* ((iencral).] 

Giasuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Jamalpur West (Muhammadan).] 

0 ola ^Sr„ri;; ,i j Mr Shah 

Gomes, Mr. S. A. [Dacca Division (Indian Christian).] 

GoswauW M^Tulsi Chandra. | Burdwau Division North Municipal 

Griffith*, Mr. 0. (Anplo-lnd uin.) 
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Gupta, Mr. Jogesh fchandra. [Calcutta South Central (General).] 
Gupta, Mr. J. N. [Railway Trade Union (Labour).] 

Gurung, Mr. Damber Singh. (Darjeeling (General).] 

Gyasuddin Ahmed Choudhurv. Al-Hadj. [Madaripur East (Muham- 
madan).] 
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Habibullah, the H on’ble Nawab Bahadur K., of Dacca. [Dacca 
Municipal (M uhammadan). ] 

Hafiztfddin Choudhuri, Maulvi. [Thakurgaon (Muhammadan).] 

Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. [ Kishoreganj East (Muham- 
madan). ] 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Hasan Ali Chowdliury, Mr. S\ed. ( Tangail North (Muhammadun).] 
Hasanuzzaman, Maulvi Md [Tipperu South (Muhammadan).] 

Hashem Ali Khan. Khan Bahadur Maulvi. ( Baknrganj North 
(Muhammadan). ) 

Hasina Murshcd, m . h k. , Mrs. [Calcutta (Muhammadan) Women.] 

Hatemally damadar. Khan Sahib Maulvi | Rirojpur South (Muham- 
madan). ] 

Hawkings, Mr K J. (Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

Haywood. Mr. Rogers (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Hendrv, Mr. David. (Bengal ('humber of Commerce.) 

Hirtzel, Mr M. A. K (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

I 

Idris^/Smed Mia. Mr [Malda South (Muhammadan), j 
Ispahan l. Mr M A II ( Calcutta South (M uhaiiiinadan). ] 
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Jalaluddin Ahmad. Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Cox’s Bazar (Muham- 
madan).] 

Jalaluddin Hashem>. Mr. Syed. [Satkhira (Muhammadan).] 

Jalan, Mr. I. I). [Calcutta West (General).] 

Ja^imud<|in Ahmed. Mr. [ ‘24-Parganas South (Muhammadan).] 

Jonab Ali Majumdar. Maulvi. [Chandpur East (Muhammadan).] 
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K 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Netrokona South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Kazem Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah Syed. [Murshidabad South-* 
West (Muhammadan).] 

Kennedy, Mr. I. G. (Indian Jute Mills Assoeia^on.) 

Khaitan, Mr. Debi Prosad. (Indian Chamber of Commerce. 

Khan, Mr. Debendra Lall. [Midnapore Central (General).] 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. [Malda (General).] 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. (Dinajpur (General).] 


M 

MacGregor, Mr. G. G. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Mafizuddin Ahmed, Dr. [ Bogra North (Muhammadan).] 

Mafizuddin Ahmed, Maulvi. (Tippera North (Muhammadan).] 
Mafizuddin Choudhury, Maulvi. [Balurghat (Muhammadan).] 
Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Mahatab, Maharajkumar l 'day Chand. [Burdwan Central (General).] 

Mahtabuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. (Dinajpur Central 
West (Muhammadan).) 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Bohari. [Midnapore South-East (General).] 
Maitra, Mr. Surendrn Mohan. [North Bengal Municipal (General).] 
Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. [Burdwan Central (General).] 

Majumdar, Mrs. Ilemaprova. (l)aeea (General) Women.] 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. [Midnapore South-West (General^. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. [ Myinensingh West (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari. [Burdwan North-West (General). ] # 
Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. [ Faridpur (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. [Tippera (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Jogeudra Nath. (Bakarganj North-East (General).] 
Maudal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. [Midnapore Central (General).] 
Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. [Rajshuhi North (Muhammadan).] f 
Maniruzzaman Islamabad], Mauhinu Md. [Chittagong South Central 
(Muhammadan). ] , 

Maqbul Hosain, Mr. [Tippera North-East (Muhammadan).] 
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- Marindin, Mr. F. J. ^[Chittagong Division (European).] 

Masud Ali Khan Panni, Maulvi. [Tangail South (Muhammadan).] 
Miles, Mr. C. W. (Indian Tea Association.) 

.* .Millar, Mr. C. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

, Mohammed Ali. Khan Bahadur, f Bogra West (Muhammadan).] 
Mohsfti Ali. Mr. Mrf* [Meherpur (Muhammadan).] 

Mookerjee, l)r. Synnmprusad. (Calcutta University.) 

Morgan. Mr. (I., c.i.k [Presidency Division (European).] 

• Moslem Ali Mullah. Maulvi. [ ltajshahi Central (Muhammadan).] 
Mozammel Huq, Maulvi Md. [ Bhola North (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Afzal, Khan Sahib Maulvi Syed. [Pirojpur North 
(Muhammadan). ] 

Muhammad Ibrahim. Maulvi | Noakhali North (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Lhuque, Maulvi. [Bogra South (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad lsrail, Mauhi. [Kishoreganj South (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Siddique, Khan Bahadur Dr. Syed. [ Bankura (Muham- 
madan). ! 

Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [ Barrackpore Municipal 
(Muhammadan ) ] 

Mukerji. Mr Dhirendiu Narawui (Hooghlv North-East.) 

Mukherjee, Mr. B [Coilien (Coal Mines) (Labour).] 

Mukberji, Dr. H. ('. | Cab utta rum Presidency Division (Indian 

Christian •. ] 

Mukherp. Dr. Nbarat t.'handra. | Birbbum (General) I 
Mulluk. the 11 on bl e Mr. Mukunda Bcbaii. (Khulna (General). J 
Mullick. Mr. Pulin Behary. (Howrah (General;.] 

\f nlli^l^Srijut A*hutosh. [Bankura West (General). J 

Mu^harrutl Hossain. the llon’hle Xaunb, Khan Bahadur. [Jalpai- 
guri nun Darjeeling ( Muhammadan). J 
Mustagaw^il llaque. Mr. Sved. ( Bagerhat (Muhammadan).] 

Mustafa Ali Dewan, Maulvi. [ Brahmanhaiia North (Muham- 
madan). j 


N 


Jfandy, the Hon’ble Maharaja Sri«< handra, of Cossimbazar, 
* (Presidency Landholders.) 

Nasarullah, Nawabzada K., Parliamentary Secretary. fBrahmanbaria 
South (Muhammadan).] 
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Naaker, Mr. Hem Chandra. [24-Parganas South-East (General).] 
Nauaher Ali, Mr. Syed. [Jessore Sadar (Muhammadan).] 

Nazimuddin, the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir, k.c.i.e. [Calcutta North 
(Muhaminadan).] 

Nooruddin, Mr. K. [Hooghly rum Howrah Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Norton, Mr. H. 11. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 


P 

Pain, Mr. Burada Prosanna. [Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal 
(General). J 

Patton, Mr. W. C. [Darjeeling (European).] { 

Paul, Sir Hari Sankar. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 
Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. [Malda (lieneral).J 


R 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. | Rajshuhi Central (Muhammadan).] 

Raikut, the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanua Deb. [Jalpaiguri cum Siliguri 
(General). ] 

Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. [ Bogra East (Muhammadan).] 
ltamizuddiu Ahmed, Mr. [Tippera West (Muhammadan).] 

Ray Choudhury, Mr. Birendra Kishore. [Mymensingh East (General).] 
Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. [Dacca South Central (MuhamnflWan).] 
Roy, Mr. Patiram. [Khulna (General). ] 

Roy, the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh. (Burdwan Landholders.) 
Roy, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. [Mymensingh West (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. [Dacca East (General).] 

Roy, Mr, Kamalkmhna. [Bankura East (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. [Dacca West (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kiahori Pati. [Jhargram cum Ghatal (General).] 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha»Nath. [Howrah (General).] 
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Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).] 
Safiruddin Ahmed, Haji. [Itangpur North (Muhammadan).] 

Sahabe Alum, Mr. Syed. [Dacca Central (Muhammadan).] 

Salim, Mr. S. A. [Narayanganj North (Muhammadan).] 

Sanaullah, Dr. [Chittagong North-East (Muhammadan).] 

Sanval, Dr. Nalinaksha. [Presidency Division Municipal (General).] 
Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. [ Murshidabad (General).] 

Sarker, 8abu Madhusudan. [Bogra cum Pubna (General).] 

Sarker, Mr. Nalini Kanjan. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 
Sassoon, Mr. It. M. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Sen, Mr. Atul Chandra. [Dacca East (General).] 

SeA,' Babu Nagendra Nath. [Khulna (General). J 

Sen, Itai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra. [24-Parganas South-East 
(General), j 

Serajul Islam, Mr. [ Bongaon (Muhammadan).] 

Shahnbuddin, Mr Khwaja, c.b.k., Parliamentary Secretary. [Narayan- 
ganj South (Muhammadan). J 

Shahedali. Mr [Matlabbazar (Muhammadan).] 

Shnmsuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Kusthia (Muhammadan). J 
Shamsuddin Ahmed Khandkar, Mr. [Gopalganj (Muhammadan).] 
Shamsul Huda, Maulana. [ Myniensingh South (Muhammadan).] 
Singha, Babu Kshetra Nath, [ltangpur (General).] * 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhusan. [Bankura West (General).] 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. [Bengal Dnoars (Western) Teti Garden 
labour.] 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant. [Hujshahi Division (Euroj>ean).] 

Stark, Mr. A. F [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

*,» # t 

Steven, Mr. J. W. R. [Dacca (European).] 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. [24-Pargana* Municipal 
(Muhammadan).] 

Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. [Noakhali (General).] 
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Tamirjuddin Khan, the Hon'bJe Mr. [Foridpur West (Muhammadan).] 
Tapuriah, Rai Bahadur Moongtu Lall. (Marwari Association.) 
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Thakur, Mr. Promatha Ranjan. [Faridpur ( General).] 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. [Bhola South (Muham- 
madan).] 


W 

Waiiur Rahman, Maulvi. [Jessore East (Mutiammadan).] 
Walker, Mr. J. R. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 
Whitehead, Mr. R. B. (Indian Mining Association.) 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 


Y 

Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. [Faridpur East (Muhammadan) .j 
Yusuf Mirza. | IM-Purgunus Central < Muhammadan).! 


Z 


Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi. [Malda North (Muhammadan).] 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. [Hooghly rum Serampore (Registered 
Factories) Labour.] 
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Official Report of th* Savon th Station. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


Tin: Ass* urn. r met iu the A^mMv House. ('ulcutta. on Wednesday, 
Uie^l'Uli Marrh, 1WU. at 4-4A p . tu . 


Present: 

i 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon Me Khan Bahadur M. A/.i/in. Haqum, (M.tt.) 
iu the (.’‘hair, 1W Hon 'hie Ministers and 2HJ members 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which ora) answers were given) 

Rooant Government census of domestic animals. 

•214. Maulvi ABUL HOBSAIN AHMAD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department he 
pleased to Jthie whether it is a fart that the (Government have recently 
made a census of domestic animals Y 

( h ) if the answer to is in the affirmative. will the Hon'hle 
Minister l»e pleased to state the reasons thereof" 


MINISTER in charg* of tbs AGRICULTURE and INDU1TRIE9 
DEPARTMENT (ths Hobble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) Y m. 

•(b) This is the quinquennial Live-stock Census carried on by all 
provinces and most of the States in India simultaneously according to 
the Recommendation of the Royal Commission on Agriculture. The 
object .of the census is a systematic survey of the live-stock wealth of 
the country and the compilation of statistics iu regard to live-stock 
t 



QUESTIONS. 


[13th Mah., 


which are essential for devising ways and means for ihe improvement of 
the live-stock in the different provinces and Skates and in India as a* 
whole. 

Or. SlfRESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Honble 

Minister he pleased to state whether as a result of this census it has . 
been found that there has been a decrease in the number of hulls in 
this province ? 

Tfli Hon’bJt Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The leport of ihe recent 
census has not yet been published. * 


Recruitment of Superintendents of Excise. 

•215. Meulvi MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Excise Dejwrtmont l>e pleased to state — 

(a) the number of vacancies that occurred in the rank of Superin- 

tendent of Excise, during the last two years; 

( b) whether those vacancies were filled up — 

(1) by direct recruitment, or 
( ^ ) by pioinotion ot officers of the department; 

(r) uhethei theie is any vacancy in the said rank at present; 

(d) if so, how do the Government pro] lose to fill up the same; 

(c) whether it is a fact that the Public Ser\iee (kumuission adver- 

tised to fill up some ot these vacancies by direct recruitment 
but it was not given effect to; 

(/) if so, why ; 

(tj) has any Muslim officer got any of these posts; 

(h) if not, why not; 

(i) whether the lecent Government division of (50 per cent.) com- 

munal ratio in the services was taken into consideration 
while filling up these vacancies; 

(;) if so, how; 

(k) whether it in a fact that one of these posts has very recently 
been filled up by one junior officer — the Excise Prosecutor — 
having no experience in the general administration instead 
of by one among the senior Inspectors who have been bolding 
charges of districts for years together, 
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(l) whether the post of Excise Prosecutor- is t scant now; and 

(m) if so, whether there is any officer in the department having 

requisite legal qualification and practical experience in 
prosecution works? 

. MINISTER in ofcarga of the EXCISE DEPARTMENT (tilt 
Naft’bla«Mr. Prasafwta’Deb Raikut): (a) Three. 

(b) One by direct recruitment, and two by promotion, 

(c) and (g) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) , and (/) Y es. 

(/) Because it was sulisequently found that the percentage of promo- 
tion from the Bengal Junioi Excise Service to the Bengal Excise Ser» 
vice was inadequate and it was. therefore, decided to fill the vacancies 
by promotion. 

(A) No reservation lor Muslims was necessary in accordance with the 
quota fixed for communal representation. 

(j) Since the issue of the Government communique there has l>een 
only one vacancy which wan due to he filled up by promotion and the 
question of the communal latio does not arise in c ases of promotion. 

(k) The Excise Prosecutor was promoted on the recommendation of 
the Public Service (Commission who considered the claims of all 
Inspectors senior to the Excise Prosecutor. 

(7it) The matter is undei consideration. 

Mautvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to answer (6), 
will the lion hie Minister he pleased to state the nnmes of persons 
appointed ? 


The Htftlblt Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT : 1 want notice. 

Mautgi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Are they Hindus, Muslima or 
Scheduled ('antes? 

Vh# Hon'tri* Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: I want notice. 

Mautvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Does the Ilon’hle Minister want 
notice for the names also? 


Tilt Hovi'blt Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Ye#. 
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Late publication of tho result of the Junior Kffadrassah Examinationy 

1938. 


•218. Mtulvi MD. I8RAIL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in; 
charge of the Education Department aware — 

(/) that the result of the Junior Madraseah Examination cpi 1939 
was published in the last week of Jauuary, 1940; and 

(o') that the late publication of the result, causes inconvenience to 
the students? 

o 

( b ) If the answer to («) <u) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state, what steps he proposes to take in the 
matter? 

MINISTER in chargo of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Non’blo Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) Ye*. 

(h) With the month of Ramzan gradually receding from the com- 
mencement of the Madrassah Examination, it may be {Missible to hold 
the examination earlier and consequently to publish the results earlier. 


Grant of stipends to the Scheduled Caste students. 

•217. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: in) Will the Rou ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(?) wlu»n stipends for the current session for the college students 
belonging to the Scheduled Tastes were recommended by 
the Advisory (Nmimittee of the Scheduled Tastes Education; 

(??) when the abovementioned sti|**nds were sanctioned by the 
Government ; and 

(???) when the stipends were given to the students? 

(ft) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the delay in payment of 
stipends caused inconvenience to the recipients? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. PAILUL HUQ: {a) u) On the IHth Maqch, 
1939 

lii) On the ‘JTth July, 1939. 

(hi) The first batch on tlie Kith December, 1939, and the. second 
batch during »1anuary t 11*40 

(It) Yes, but the delay was unavoidable. For one reason atipends 
could not be awarded until the scholarships sanctioned under life new 
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scheme# had been gi^eii. A further cause of delay (which will not 
recur) was a necessary modification in the conditions of award of Junior 
Scholarships’ for Sc heduled Castes. 

* Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Will the lion 'hie Minister be 
•pleased to state what are the necessary modifications in the conditions 
of awafd of Junior StVdnrships for Scheduled Castes? 

The Hon’bte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot remember, hut 

I can supplv . If notice U given I shall answer the question. 

a 

• 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: wvw grew f? fpfa re pkcb ct r Cf 

First hatch of Students <7 6^ Second batch of Students ft during 

stijx'nd c^tren t irnrar *nrer? wttm 6ttt nn * 1 $ i 

to fa si? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That may l>e true 1 

will make an enquiry . 


Selection of text -books for primary schools. 

•218. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: »a Will the ITon hie 

Minister in charge of the Kdm.ition Depattment he pleased to lay on 
the table a state imnt ‘.fuming separately the nuntlwr of text-books 
approved h\ tlu ( »o\ ei nmeiit of Bengal tor ( lus^e* I to IV of the free 
primary schools on different *«ubjei thi* \ear v 

(b) Who makes. s«de<tion out ot tlio-e text book" for the purtielli&r 
M'hools? 

(c) Has selection been made for the district of Tipperu? 

(</> h m, when r 

(# > Will the 11 oit hie Minister fa pleaded to ‘•late t f»e names of the 
members of the Text 4 x>ok Committee for the selection of the tei^ 
hooks for the primary <c)uh U in the Province of Bengal? 

(J t Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that there is a feeling in some 
quarters — 

(i) that the < on ten te of many selected books lead to the spread of 
comm u nali ‘.in among the tinder Ixyt* and girls for whom 
they are meant ; and 

\tt) thkt the compulsory instructions in r< ligioti have also the 
* object cd spreading communal ism among th^ tender boya 
and girls? • , 
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TVt# Hotl'bU Mf« A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (q) A statement is laid c 
the table. 

(b) The following instructions have been issued by the Director i 
Public Instruction regard ing the selection of text-books out of tl 
approved list for particular schools: — 

“District Hoards and District School Boards are requested 
choose books from the list of text-books approved by the Direct) 
of Public Instruction for use in primary schools and maktal 
under their control. In making this choice, it i> hoped that cai 
will Ih 1 taken to ensure that undue patronage either of individui 
authors or publishing houses is avoided. Inspecting* officei 
should not themselves recommend l>ooks directly to primar 
schools and muktabs.” 

(r) and {d) 1 have no information. 

(e) The names of members of the Text-book Committee are freate 
as confidential. 

(/) I have no such information. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause {a\ of starred questio 
No. J1S, shorn ng the number of tc.rt-hook* on different subject 
approved l for primary schools in for use in classes 1 to IV i 

jmvwry schools in the eight dntncU where arrangement has bee 
made for free primary education in V140. 


(1) Bengali Reader— 

Class I 
Class 11 
Class III 
Class IV 

(*> Arithmetic — 

(Mass l 
Class II 

Classes III and IV 


Nuintar of text-lK>oks. 

... 75 * 

... 59 

43 

.«r. to 


67 

54 

43 


(3) Geography , Rural Civics and Elements of Science — 

Class II ... 24 

Classes III and IV ... ... 40 


52 • 


<4) Elements of Science — 
Classes IIP and IV 
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<5) Religious Instruction ( for Hindus)— Number of tax t- books. 

Classes TIT and IV ... ... 27 

(6) Religious Instruction {for Muslims ) — 

Clan# I ... ... 29 

Class II ... ... 24 

Class III * ... ... 17 

Class IV ... ... 15 

Cla saes III and IV ... ... 4 

^( 7 ) Denf/olt C opy Hook — 

(41 as* I 
Class II 
Class III 
Class IV 

English Primer — 


Class III ... . . 48 

English Reader — 

Class IV ... ... 35 

(9) English ('opy Hook — 

Class III ... ... 12 

Class IV ... ... 12 


Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: Will the IWbl* Minister l>e 

pleased to state why the names of the members of the Text-Book Com- 
mittee art* treated as confidential Y 

Tht HOfl’bll Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They are treated w 

confidential. 

• ^ 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: Why are they treated aa con- 
fidential '? 

Thu HOft’ltft Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There are many reasons. 

They have always been treated as confidential. 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: I want to know the reaaoa. 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MA4I: Will the IWble Minister be 

pldksed to state whether, in view of the altered circumstances of the 
Provincial Government, he will be pleased to enlighten us as to the 
names of the members of the Text- Book Committees f 


29 

28 

tl 

8 
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Th. HM’bic Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I tii ink one of the reason* 

why the name#* of the mem hers of the Text-Book Committee are kept 
confidential if* to avoid too much canvassing. 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Will the Hon’hle Ministei he 
plea wed to Mate it lie is aware of the fact that the Te^t-Book Corn.- 
niittee member#* are known, even though their names are not published, 
to publishers and canvassers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: T! Hit quest inn does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer 4 (e), will 
the Hon'hle Minister be pleased to state how is the Text-Book Com- 
mittee burned anfl what is the procedure ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not uiise. There are definite 
iiiles. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI. Wit It refereme to answer {c) and (#/), where 
it is stud “I have no information, ” will th* Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether the question was sent to the district authorities 
and whether any reply was sent by them? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does imi arise. Cutler Hie law, 
that is a matter tor the S< hnnl Board. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'hle Minister 
he pleased to state how Inn*: the Text- Book Committee has been 
functioning ? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I don’t remember, but 1 
must liuve notice 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA : For how manv years? 

Tht Hon’iblt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: For three years. I do 
not know when they began or when they will end. 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased to state when the term of their office will end? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does nut arise. 

Tht HfftWc Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The beginning mutt be 
known bailee anything can be said about, the oucL 
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• M|r« ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to say, with reference to answer (/), whether he r*red to enquire 
into the allegations made by Dr. Sbyamaprosad Mookerjee some time 
back that some ot the tcxt-b<H>ks contain most objectionable matters 
* that are calculated to hurt the religious feelings of Hindus and lead 
.to the spread ot communal ism amount tender hoys? 

• 

Thf Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 ha>e made enquiries, 

and I can tell the House that this » harjre is absolute!* unfounded. The 
(u«ly detin ite statement that I eould ;ret was that in Mime text-book it 
•was stated that beef wa* a delu ions fond. 1 tried to find it out, but I 
have not been able to *ret the book where this passage occurs. If 1 
can see. I wd! find <mt, whether there is real!* an\ tiling in the nature 
ot a (ommut.al ihaiaitet A *u^ue charge like that, I cannot enquire 
into. 

f 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: sr**, wipt'T? :r fax xj far 

flrn ■tTrsrra^rrp s^xifasr snxn:** xtxt jrtrr c'4 'rc nTws e M 

fate crr^TWi srfacilfircex ^ e faro 69 ft *fa^ Call r^TT? faro 

<92F^T tPTlj ■Jlfa <f falU STT? ^'^5X1* :r ck jw JTfaf?> 157 yqyqy y y 

fa &zr cfttto x**:*! ^ •» 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I l,.,ve „lm«l l v f.illr.1 a 

confereiu e 


Consulting local M.L.A.’s in making nominations to self-govorniiig 

local bodies. 

*219. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: Will the 

Hon’ble Ministei in <hai^o ..f the Self-Government Department 

be pleased to state whethe? the ( t.»\ej nim*nt < ontemplale the desirability 
of issuing instructions to tic* Circle nffn-er*. the Subdivisional Officers 
and t^e Dstrut Magistrates, a.** tin < use mu\ be. for consulting the 
local M.L.A.’s in the matter of nomination to the Cnion Hoards, laical 
Boards, the District Boards and the Municipality f 1 

MINISTER in ebarga of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (tho Hon* It Nawab Khwaja Habibullab Bahadur, of 
Dacca): It is open to local M L A ’s to jrive such surest ion a re^urd- 
in^r nomination to local bodies within their respective area* as they 
mrfy consider desirable to the officers mentioned by the hon ble member; 
4u*d ii dae* not therefore seem necessary to issue any such instruction. I 
am, however, prepared to issue a circular to the effect that any such 
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suggestions in reaped of the matter* mentioned by the hon’bie member 
-which may be received by these officer* from the local M.L.A.’a should 
•be given the fullest consideration. 

Mr. BASANKA SEKHAR SAN Y At: I* the Hon'bie Minister 
aware that in Kandi and Jangipur subdivision* in the district of 
Murshidabad, the union board nominations were determined by a con- 
ference m which only members of the Coalition Party were invited? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That quest ion does not arise. 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the 11 on’ ble* Minister 

be pleased to state if the local M.L.A.’s of the Coalition Party were 
•consulted in the matter of nomination to union boards? 

Mr. SPEAKER: How can he answer that question? There^are 
-about *4,000 union boards. You may put any general question. 

Mr. BASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’bie Minister 
be pleased to state if he is aware that, some time back, union board 
nominations were determined by calling a conference in which only 
the members of the Coalition Party were invited excluding the members 
•of other parties? 

The Hon'bie Ntwab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I am not aware of any such conference in which Coalition Party 
members were consulted in regard to this matter. 

Mf. SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased to state 
if it is not a fact that he himself changed the names sent by the Dis- 
trict Magistrate at the request of the M.L.A.’s of the Coalitiou Party? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: With reference to the llon'ble 
Minister’s answer, via., “I am, however, prepared to issue a circular,” 
will the Hon'bie Minister he pleased to state if he ha* already issued 
y* circular or not? 

Mr. SPEAKER: lie has already said that he is prepared to issue 
-a circular. 

Mr. IAEANKA tEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon'bie liinuiter 
l>e pleased to state if he* is aware that in . man y. cae<« ah<>«orqf mai lints 
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bf nominations sent by the District Magistrate were changed on 
account of certain suggestions which were received from the member# 
of the Coalition Party? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwa]a HABIBULLAH Bahadur, af ffaooa: 

•I regret very much to sav that the honourable member is not aware 
that uifion board nominations are not sent to the Hon’ble Minister at 
all, but they are sent direct to the I*ress for publication in the (iaiette. 

Mr. 8 ASANKA 8 EKHAR 8 ANYAL: Is the IWble Minister 
•aware that although tiles go to the Divisional Commissioner, still 
letters are sent fiom the Tlon’hle Minister's office? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

9 Mr. NIKUNdA BEHARI MAITI: With reference to the answer 

given, viz., “I am, however, prepared to issue a circular to the effect 
that any such suggestions m respt* t of the matters mentioned by the 
honourable member which may he nveivcd by these officers from the 
local M.L.A.'s should be given the fullest consideration , ’ * will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is going to issue such 
a circular? 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

If that is the desire ot the lions#*, I shall issue a circular. 


Appointments made in departments under the Hon 'bit Revenue 

Minister. 

* 220 . Mr. ABDUR RABCHID MAHM000: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Ministcff in charge of the Keveuue Department l>e pleased to state how 
many — 

(t’h officers, and 

(t?) clerks. 

Lave been appointed in the departments under hitn since the 1st April, 

1937 ? 

. (6) How many of them are — 

(s) Muslims ; 

• (it) Scheduled Castes ; 

(ttt) Casta Hindus; and 

( iv ) other communities? 
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{c) JIa# any order been issued to the different departments und4r 
him to give effect to the ratio question in appointing officers and clerha 
from different communities of this Province? 

(d) If so, will he lie pleased to lay on the table a copy of the same? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy); {a) and (h) A statement 

furnishing the information in respect ot appointments made in the 
Kevenue Department and in the office of the Board ot Revenue is placed 
on the table. 

(c) Yen. t 

(d) A copy of the Revenue Department Memo. Nos. 8894-8894/5, 
dated the 14th August, UKffi, and its enclosure, is laid on the Library 
table. 


SUUem* nt referred to in ike, reply to claim?, s (a) and (b) of starred qw&ion 

So. 220. 



Ntmiliero/ Offi- 
cer* Appointed 

Nimit**r«>f i lerk* ftpjK inied 

Name of 

♦l*|iarirnent. 

I’ernta- | 
nent 

Tem {Mi- 
nus 

Permanent 

Temporary. 

Mus- 

lim* 

Si he- 
iluled 

Caaiw 

i < AM* 

I Hindu* 

other 

<om- 

inunitie* 

Mu*- 
liin* ; 

S< be- 
dulcd 

( Mt« 

Cute 

Hindu* 

Other 

contain- 

nitfca. 

Revenue 

Department 

l* 

(CftKtC 

Hin- 

du) 





1 

( Indian 
< hri*- 
Uati) 


:i 

7 


Board of Revc- 
nnc 


2 ** 

(Ca*te 

II tn 
dun) 

•1 



1 



3 : 



•Poatof 2nd \w*l*taut Secretary The Officer va* alrtadv a tnenitor of the Bengal ( Ivl] S«r\kw. 
••Both theae Officer* were alrcadv nienilter* of fwnirnl V i* il Ser\ice 


Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why no Scheduled Caste candidate was appointed in the 
permanent cadre either ot the Kevenue Department or of the Board of 
Kevenue ? 

Tht Hon’bla Sir BUOY RASAD SINGH ROY: Because perma- 
nent appointments were made from the temporary men. and probably 
there was no candidate available in the temporary cadre who could be 
appointed. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: No. Sir, there are temporary* u»en 
from the Scheduled Castes. # 

Tht Hon’blt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That may be eo, 

but probably utter the permanent appointment# were made; - 
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UNSTARRED questions 

. (answer* to which were laid on the table) 

: . Enforcement of communal ratio in clerical appointments in Palma 

Cofloctorato. 

103« Maulri AZHAR ALI: {a) Will (he Hon’ble Minister iu charge 
of the Revenue lh-pai tiuent he pleased to stale whether 50 |*m cent, 
ratio of appointments lias been given effect to in case oi the ministerial 
eta tf of ilistiicteJ” 

( b ) fl (he answer w. (,n is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister he pha«sed to slate — 

(t) the number ot clerks both iu the upper and lower divisions 
apjioitited in the district ot Pabnu it' ollectorate and Magis- 
tracy > since the fixation of the ratio question, and 

(it) how many of them are — 

(It Muslima. 

(2) Caste Hindus, and 
(d> Scheduled Castes? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Ye# 

(b)(i) No permanent appointment either in the upper division or iu 
the lower division has l>een made sin« e the fixation of the ratio 
question. 

There were, howevei, 22 temporary apfioiiitment# including kim$ 
muhdil and attached estates Tuhsildarn. 

(u) (1) Musi i him 12 

(2) CaMe Hindus H 

(dl Scheduled Caste# . 2 

Total . , , 22 


Maiitvi AZHAR ALI: Will the Hon’ble MiuUter be pleased to 
state if the Khaa Mahal estate tuhsildars are included in the ministerial 
staff of the district. 1 * 


The Ho*W« iir BUOY PRASAO SINGH ROY: No, Sir. 
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DEMANDS POB GRAFTS. . , 

h 

Sarta bridge ever the river Hafcta in Chittagong. 

101. Or. SANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in char( 
of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to sta w . 
whether he has .received a revised rough fftimate and survey report lor * 
the Sarta bridge over the river Halda on the Chittagong-Hathazari-. 
Magaohari Road in the district of Chittagong? * 

( b ) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) when the Government intend to commence the work of actual. 

construction of the said bridge; and 

( ii ) bow many years the proposal of the < onstruction of cbe said 

bridge has been under the consideration of the Government? 

MINISTER \n oharge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mi hart) a Sriaohandra Handy, of 
Ooasimbazar) i (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. The pioposal will be considered when Govern* 
raent receive the revised plans and estimates. 


Massage from the Bengal Legislative CouneiL 

The Secretary then read the following message which has been 
received from the lien gal Legislative Council, namely: — 

“That concurrence of the Assembly be asked to the Bengal Patni 
Taluks Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 19.19, as passed by the Bengal 
legislative Council at its meeting on the 23rd February, 1940.” 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

4- 1 ndustrias — I ndustrias. 

Tha Hon’bls Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: On the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum of 
Rg. 15,12,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”43 — Indus- 
tries". lit commending this Industrial budget of the province for the 
consideration and approval of the honourable members of this Hou.se, 
I would submit that although our resources have not permitted us to 
provide for large schemes, provision have been made for a number of 
comparatively smaller ones which I think would none the less be found 
important and useful to the industrial economy of the province.* The 
details of these schemes are available in the printed budget preeebted 
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before the House. Apart from the inadequacy of funds whic h impoaed 
on us a handicap and m%le us rather conservative. there was another 
reason for which it was thought necessary to postpone some of the 
bigger schemes which had been under consideration of Government.. 
As the honourable members know, the question of surveying the indus- 
trial position in Bengal, its problems and difficulties and the pos- 
sibilities of further industrial expansion has been referred to the Bengal 
Industrial Survey Committee. The Committee has been functioning 
for about a year and the vastness of the work which it has Keen called 
upou to do suggests that it will be at least a few months more before 
its labours are at an end. I trust honourable members will agree with 
ide that U is appropriate and advisable to uwuit the reeommendation 
of this expert committee before embarking upon arn large sc hemes of 
expansion. 1 ma\ inform the Hons** that the Committee have so far 
submitted two schemes, one on the marketing of cottage industry pro- 
ducts and the other on the development of elertricit} in relation to 
industries in Bengal and t hat steps have* been taken b\ Government 
to assess these proposals in all their bearings. As the question of 
marketing and financing is the most .serious problem for the recuperation 
of cottage industries, the ••rheme foi the marketing of cottage* industry 
products as formulated In the Industrial Survey Committee is parti- 
cularly important It is expected that out of the schemes suggested 
by the Committee. Government should be able to devise some such 
methods and measuies as would be of substantial assistance to the 
industries of the province 

The subject ‘>1 Weights and Measures has just been transferred from 
the Public Health and Loral Self-Government Department to the 
Industries Department, and I am now eonsidering the question of the 
appointment of a Committee for considering the lines on which provin- 
cial legislation should be enacted for giving effect to the standardisation 
of the Weights Act recently passed by the Government of India. 1 am 
also considering the question of necessary legislation for the standardiza- 
tion of treasures which is a provincial subject. 

Bengali principal problem, I am tempted to sa\ even at the risk 
of repetition, is one of making the wa\ smooth for a well-balanced 
development in industries ami agriculture. Since the vast majority of 
our people live in the villages and are dependent on a precarious living 
out of agriculture, the necessity for the expansion of existing industries 
and the establishment of new industries with a view to adding to their 
income, is almost overwhelming. Agriculture lias ceased to be 
sufficiently remunerative, the pressure of population Wing excessive. 
The result has been a progressive impoverishment of the countryside. 
Wh^t is needed under the circum-tam es is, therefore, a two-fold and 
co-ordigated programme of improving agriculture and developing 
industries. While on the one hand agriculture shduld be loader 
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economically more remunerative by the introduction of better farming 
methods, better marketing organisation*, contributing towards better 
price of agricultural product* and by other ancillary means, the 
decadent cottage industries, on the other hand, will have to be revived 
and new industries, both large and small, established so that the surplus' 
agricultural population may be switched oft to industrial avocations 
and under-employed agricultural workers who have to waste four* 
to five months every year may be provided with subsidiary occupations. 
In this way alone could more purchasing power be made available to 
the agriculturists aud the standard of living among the masses raised. 
This, I admit, is a formidable task, but is worth putting in of every 
ounce id our energy and we have been making all possible endeavour to 
this end, permissible within the limits of our resources. 

Coming to the activities of the Department of Industries during the 
outgoing year, I am happy to tell you that there has been expansion 
in several directions and a number ot important schemes has been carried 
into action. Some ot these have been more in the nature of preparatory 
arrangements with a view to laying the foundations of more compre- 
hensive industrial possibilities in the province than in the nature of 
concrete industrial projects, while others relate to specific results 
obtained to which I shall presently turn First ot all. I should invite 
the attention of the honourable members to the working ot the newly* 
cieated Industrial Intelligence Section which was established towards 
the end of IMS as a part of the Department of Industries with the 
object of co-ordinating all the investigatory and statistical activities 
of the department as far they relate to the industries and their 
various aspects This lias led to the removal ot u long-felt want, for 
the department was experiencing great difficulties in meeting the grow- 
ing needs ot the public in the matter of supplying reliable industrial 
data and of collecting facts and figures relating to the various industries 
of the province. As the encouragement of local industries is the 
accepted policy of Uoverment with a view to improve the economic 
conditions of the masses, it was indeed necessary tor the department to 
possess a machinery like this, through which detailed data regarding 
the existing and new industries could be regularly collected and dis- 
seminated to the public For it is on the basi> of such industrial data 
that any useful programme of industrial development could he formu- 
lated and executed. The section did useful work during the year aud 
produced as many as twelve detailed reports on the surveys of important 
cottage and small industries of the province. Besides, a detailed 
statistical study on the growth of joint stin k companies in Bengal was 
published which has been acknowledged in responsible quarters as a 
very useful document describing the trend of joint stock enterprise# in 
Bengal. Similarly the surveys of many other important industries 
like handmade paper, baud loom cotton weaving industry, silk weaving, 
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hosiery, etc., have already been completed and the final reports thereon 
i fire now in process of jyeparation. The work of the scctionNs thus 
one of considerable utility to the department as a whole and to the 
industrial public who want to be supplied with dependable information 
on (he respective subjects in which they happen to be interested. 

The establishment of the Government Industrial Museum and the 
Moving Exhibition during tiie year is another step forward. It is a 
matter of very great satisfaction that no less than several lakhs of 
people have so far visited the Industrial Museum and the people in the 
country-side have evinced considerable interest in the Moving Exhi- 
bition. In the matter of creating an industriaJ-mindedness in the pro- 
vince, I Jrust honourable member* will concede, the role of these insti- 
tutions is unmistakable. While the Museum will serve as the rallying 
ground of Bengal s industrial products and a centre of valuable com- 
mercial and industrial suggestions, the moving exhibition will convey 
the inspiration and lessons embodied in the Museum to the scattered 
count i \ -sidr I he Museum has had the honour of being visited b\ 
eminent men like Dr. Tagore, some of the HoiTble Ministers of other 
provinces, Ifon’hlc Judge* of the High (Vurt, distinguished professors, 
emient businessmen and well-known journalists and there were none 
amongst the visitors who had not a good word for it. The good wishes 
extended bv the distinguished men and women of the country will 
continue to give great encouragement to the management in forging 
theii was ahead. 

To another useful scheme which was inaugurated during the year, 
I think. I should also make a reference Tin* Bengal Industrial 
Research Board which had been sanctioned for two \eais in 1 JIMS was 
constituted only in Kehruarv. PKW, with eminent scientists and indus- 
trialists of repute in Bengal. With the available funds of Its ‘Jo, 000 
the Board has been able to deride upon a number of schemes of indus- 
trial research to be carried on under the auspices of the (’alcutta TTiiver- 
sit\ and the Industrial Re*car» h Laboratory of tin* department. 
Repoits^so far received through t he department from the Provincial 
Research Board tend to indicate a sound progress in all directions, and 
it may be exported that really productive results will flow from the 
research work of the Board and will lead to the attainment of these 
objectives, namely — 

(o) strengthening the economic position of new industries for 
whose benefit specific research work was undertaken; and 

tb) opening out the possibilities of new lines of manufacture the 
products of which it is expected will replace the imported 
stuff of allied character. 

• 

Ntytt, the activities of the Department ot Sericulture and Silk 
Weaving should deserve a mention. During the last three years several 

t . 
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schemes were inaugurated for the improvement of the silk industry of 
Bengal in all its branches, and it is a pleasure to me to report that all 
these measures are beginning to show quite encouraging results. First 
of all new hybrid races of silkworm producing cocoons were introduced 
with the result that the resultant cocoons at the present moment show 
a much larger silk content and much longer filaments than those of the 
old ones, with a very high resistivity in respect of diseases. For these 
improved races of worms, a keen demand has arisen among th3 rearers 
in Bengal. The new reeling machinery and methods devised by the 
department are beeomirig more and more popular among the reeling 
classes. Then the establishment of the Haw Silk ('onditioning House 
at Howrah in HW8, for testing raw silk with the object of fixing grades 
of Bengal silk, was another step forward for improving the prospects 
of the industries in Bengal. It is reported that the services of this 
Conditioning House are being utilised In business houses in an increas- 
ing measure and also by some of the branches of the All-India Spinners’ 
Association. Besides, the various schemes of research which are bejng 
worked for the improvement of mulberry leaves, cure of the diseases 
of worms, testing ot soil for mulhern, etc., have, it is reported, been 
attended with encouraging results Further, the Silk Technological 
Institute at Berhamporc has been thoroughly reorganised -t lie necessary 
equipments have been supplied in the shape of new machinery, necessary 
stuff, etc., and it is expected that in a few months tin* Silk AVeaving 
and Dyeing Institute at Beihampore will develop into a full-fledged 
training and research institute for silk wea\ing which, working in 
conjunction with the Sericulture Section of the depaitmont, will play 
a very promieii! part in the dc\elopment of the silk industry of the 
province. We have had an opportunity of comparing our work with 
that in other province- dorm* the la-t All- India Seiuultural Conference 
in Mysore, and it is u matter ot partieulai satisfaction that we were 
found to be doing well. I am aware that there is an impatience in 
certain quarters about the results of the experiments undertaken. I 
do not grudge (hi- impatience but welcome it as an indication of the 
intelligent and active interest taken in our work by the pulflic. At 
the same time, I must sound this note of warning that the scientific 
process, in whatever sphere of research it may he, is necessarily a slow 
moving one. and it is not unlikely that some time should claps# before 
actual results arc to hand. In regard to sericulture, the task was 
particularly difficult, but I am happy to say that wo have been able 
to devise methods which will be of substantial help to the once famous 
sericultural and silk industry of Bengal. To those who are not fully 
satisfied with the working of the department. I would appeal that they 
should give us the benefit of whatever concrete and practical suggestions 
the\ may offer, and 1 can unsure them that these will receive the tpost 
careful consideration. Another scheme which might deserve a men- 
tion is the reorganisation of a number of peripatetic weaving schools 
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which have been functioning* for a number of years in different districts 
of* Bengal. Hand-loom ontton weaving is the principal occupation of 
more than three lakhs of people in Bengal and as a subsidiary occupa- 
tion it is easily capable of adding to the scanty incomes of the agricul- 
tural workers. As such any step to improve the weaving industry in 
the countryside and to educate t ho weavers or intending weavers on 
better weaving methods should he considered very necessary. Tit© 
peripatetfc weaving schools have been functioning with an increasing 
measure of success, and under the new scheme, they have been better 
equipped to impart weaving education to the village weavers as well 
as the outside public in a much more efficient manner. The parties 
will show^ to the imal workers the stipeiior advantages of modern 
labour saving looms and weaving appliances and aeressoi it*?*, the pro-* 
cesses of dyeing of yarns am! printing of fabrics and practical methods 
of weaving of fabrics of new and attractive designs so that they may 
manufacture new types of fabrics, mote usefully employ their limited 
resources and successfully meet competition from mill-made products 
as far as possible 

Another scheme of importance that will he put into effect this year 
is the installation of the *?ute Weaving Plant at the Scrumporc Weaving 
Institute. Its importance arises from the fact that although jute is u 
special product of Bengal, the possibilities of its industrial uses have- 
not yet been adequately explored There is no doubt that it with the 
introduction of suitable processes, jute is emploved in the weaving of 
various fabrics, it will mean a 1 icmrmloii' advantage to tin* rural 
people, for jute weaving may provide a profitable occupation to the 
rural masses I expect that tins scheme when actuallv put into opera- 
tion will serve as a training centre for students in jute weaving who 
will carry the lessons far into the villages *,<> that in process of time 
a lucrative hand-loom jute weaving industry may come into existence. 

Another institution of considerable industrial significance to tho 
province maintained by the Industries Department is the Bengal Tan- 
ning Insti4ute to which I may be permitted to make a reference. Tin* 
Institute has been following a three-fold programme, viz , research, 
training and propaganda, und by pushing if on steadfastly, the Institute 
has been nble to improve the condition of leather industry to a conai- 
'deruble extent. Manufacture of leather, boots and shoes and leather 
goods has been expanded substantially and the department is making 
efforts to stimulate further expansion by all possible means at it* 
disposal. It is gratifying to mention that the Institute has achieved 
striking progress in respect of the manufacture of chrome shoe upper- 
•leather, box and willow sides and calf in Calcutta a* a result of research 

undertaken and training given. 

• 

In rurspect of the working of 2S demonstration pai*»e* functioning 
under the name of the Unemployment Belief Scheme, I should inform 



20 


[13th Mar., 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

the honourable members of this House that the results obtained from 
their working, though fairly satisfactory hitherto, have not been quite 
up to the expectations, and in order to ensure more satisfactory results 
and greater efficiency, 1 propose to reorganise it thoroughly in the 
near future. • 

I have placed before the House short descriptions of the work on 
which the Department of industries i^ concentrating attention, and 
1 am afraid, it may not he a very impressive account that I have been 
able to give sou. Hut 1 would crave \ our indulgence when I submit 
that due to the limitations ot funds, we have had to postpone certain 
other projects which should have been provided tor in t'ne present 
budget. The outbreak of the War has created a situation of uncer- 
tainty and in the circumstances a certain measure of caution should 
naturally he exercised in incurring expenditure of a recurring nature. I 
mas assure urn, Sir, that Government arc awake to the needs of the pro- 
vince in the matter of industrial development Hut at the same time I 
must lay stress on the various limitations that Miiruund a Provincial Gov- 
ernment in thG matter. The limitation ot finance U the most serious 
handicap due to which a Provincial Government cannot undertake any 
large schemes ot development that would involve the expenditure of 
lurge sums of mone\ . This is one of tin* main reasons for which the 
department lias been devoting more concentiated attention on the ways 
and means wherein the cottage and small scale industries can he regene- 
rated and promoted than on the large cutegoiics of industries. By this 
1 do not mean to suggest that the department has nothing to do or does 
not do anything for the medium-sized and large scale industries. As 
a matter of fact, the department provides technical knowledge, financial 
aid in some form or other and industrial intelligence of any type that 
may be required by these industries. 

Sir, l have endeavoured to give you an idea ot what the department 
achieved during the outgoing \ear and what the\ propose to 4 ’ do in the 
coming year in discharge of their responsibilities. I am fully aware 
that this account lacks in an x spectacular schemes of development and 
that what we have succeeded in doing falls far short ot expectations. 
Hut 1 hisi much we claim that within our limitations we have not lacked 
in intuitive and spared no pains in apportioning the available funds 
between different items of expenditure in the best possible manner. 
We have started the investigation of industries and the survey of their 
possibilities. We are awaiting their results and when ivitbin a few 
months they will he available, we shall be in a position to chalk out 
lines of new developments and new expansions. We yield to n£>ne in 
our anxiety to see an industrially advanced Bengal, and in ou* earnest- 
ness to convert the country-side into better places with a better and 
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fuller life. But there are formidable handicaps in tbe way, and it is 
against this perspective that 1 would appeal to the honourable members 
to assess our activity and pronounce their judgment. 

• With these words. Sir, 1 commend my motion for the acceptance of 
the* House. 

Maulfl ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR : Mr. Speaker. Sir, 1 hep to move 
that the demand of R> 1 ■’» . for expenditure under the head 
“4H — -Industries — Industrie'**’ be reduced by Rs 1 011 

Sir. I move this cut motion to bring up once more before the country 
the economic bankruptcy of this pro\ince; and to bring home direct 
to Govcrmnent the giavity of ihe situation I must xery briefly narrate 
the history of the textile industiy, past and present. In this wax I 
would like to draxx the attention of Government and to point out what 
sort of responsibility lies xvith them with leaped to the ruination ot the 
industry . 

Textile industry can he classified under three beads, namely, cotton, 
silk and woollen industries, and it is a matter of history that Bengal 
before the advent of the Britishers not only supplied her own clot lien, 
at least cotton and silk clothes, hut also exported these two fabrics to 
outside countries. 

With rcfeicnee to this |n>i u t , I max quote a few lines from a valuable 
hook written by the great economist Mr. J. (' Sinha in his hook 
entitled “Economic Annals ot Bengal.” At pages *‘M and do the 
gentleman writes: “Bengal cotton goods ‘were dispersed to the West 
and North, inland, as tar as Guzerat. Lahore and exen Ispahan.' They 
also went by sea to the markets of liasiah. Mocha and .leddn.” He 
goes on to say : “Kasimhazar. which is now the chief centre of the silk 
industry in Bengal, was famous tor its large production of raw silk as 
early as the beginning ot the seventeenth century.” Not only tin’s. 
The said gentleman also writes, “The Knglish first e\|w>rled the famous 
Dacca muslins about the year HIM* and by the year H»?o the fashion of 
wearing muslins, the eostliei falnics of Dacca, and the cheaper stuffs 
from other parts of the countrx, became prettx general in Kngland. 
After the Revolution of lf»HM. ’a passion tor coloured Last Indian 
calicoes’ spread through all classes of that country The ( ompany’a 
trade in Bengal silk manufactures also increased at this time on 
account of the establishment of Knglish factories at Kasimhazar and 
Malda. This profitable trade in cotton and silk piece-goods began to 
.expand rapidly all through the last quarter of the seventeenth 
century.” About the woollen industry so far as I know* there is no 
systematic history written of Bengal, but this much cun he gathered 
that wdollen clothes were in use in Bengal for a long time — some 
.coarser kinds of this cloth were imported from Tibet and Bhutan and 
the ikier textures were manufactured in Bengal* It can also be traced 
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4hat shiploads of ram and ewe were shipped from the Murehidabad 
district to Australia to introduce the woollen culture there. Therefore, 
the grave question arises as to how this industry came to an end in 
Bengal. The first trace that can be found bs in the Acts of Parlia- 
ment and in 1700 and in 1720 two Acts were passed by that august 
body prohibiting any Englishman to import of use any goods, silk or 
cotton, manufactured in Bengal. Then the story of cutting the 
thumbs of the Beugal weavers is also known to the Bengal public. Two 
theories are given — one is that some of the officers of the East India 
Com puny cut the thumbs of the weuvers to prevent them from weaving 
cloths in India and another story is that due to the oppression of the 
yomasthu* of I lie East India Company w eavers themselves cut their 
fingers so that the\ may not be oppressed again for wvaving cloths 
for the East India Company. Now, Sir, this is the story about tbe 
cotton industry. About the silk industry also some sort of oppression 
was perjxd rated by the i/omnstlm .< of the East India Company so. that 
the country produce could lie stopped. At page 81 of Mr. Sinha’s 
book, about the cotton industry he quotes the statement from the 
writings of Mr. Bolls. He says, “The Company’s t/omasthas make the 
weavers sign n bond for tbe delivery of a certain quantity of goods at a 
certain time and place and pay them a part of the mone\ in advance. 
The assent of the poor weavers is in general not deemed necessary. 
The f/o mast has when employed on the Company's investment frequently 
make them sign what they please; and upon the weavers refusing to 
take the money offered, it has been knowm that they have had it tied 
in their girdles and sent away with a Hogging. A number of these 
weavers are generally also registered in the hook* of the Company’s 
gomasthas and not permitted to work for any others, being transferred 
from one to another as so many slaves subject to the tyranny and 
roguen of every succeeding f/omastha " About tbe ruination of tbe 
silk industry as I was submitting, it is said that in 1769 the Court of 
Directory wrote to the Bengal (to\ eminent that there was no branch 
of their trade they more ardently wished to extend than that of raw 
silk. About this time the Company started silk reeling factories in 
Bengal and resolved that silk winders should henceforth woj*k in the 
Company’s factories instead of working in their own houses with 
advances from the Company. In their letter, dated March 17th, 1769, 
the Court of Directors sent the following instruction to the Bengal 
Government; “To prevent silk winders from working in their private 
houses where they might work for private traders, and to confine them 
to the Company’* factories where they could only be employed for the 
Company's benefit, they desire that the newly acquired pow A ** 
Government should be effectually employed.” 

From these quotations it is found that the East India Company and 
•ubeequently the Government of Beugal was totally responsible for 
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the ruination of the te^ile industry of Bengal. Lastly came the 
machine-made fabrics invented in Europe and especially in England and 
these manufactured cloths were forced into Bengal in complete 
disregard of the interests of the country. Now a century has passed 
without any improvement to this indigenous industry but ultimately 
When the swadeshi movement came, a section of the public of Bengal 
took very earnestly to cotton industry and the present position of the 
industry is as is briefly stated in the Government Bulletin No. 7 f>. At 
page 6 of that bulletin it i< found that in the Bombay Presidency at 
the end of 1936 there were 222 cotton mills and in Bengal there were 
only 40 gnd out of these 4(i, 22 mills were in operation and 24 mills 
were in the process of construction or only they were registered and some 
of the companies could not even sell their shares. I now expect the 
Hon’ble Minister to state what sort of progress has been made in 
Bengal during the last 3 \ears after 1930 with respect to the cotton 
imhistry. 

This is the position. Sir. with regard to the number of mills Now 
if the question of the value of the cotton fabric manufactured in 
Bengal is taken i into consideration it tells a woeful tale. At page 01 of 
Bulletin No. To it is stated, “According to the managing agents of 
the Dhakeswar, Colton Mills. Ltd., the approximate annual consump- 
tion of piece-goods in Bengal is worth about Us. 14 erores of which 
foreign imports account for about Us. 2{ erores and the rest of India 
for Ks. 10 erores, so that Bengal’s domestic production is not worth 
more than I A erores or about 10 per cent, of her demand, that is about 
30 da\s’ consumption only. Therefore, I submit that with resect to 
the cotton industry alone about Us. 10 erores are being drained away 
annually from Bengal. Taking it that we use woollen goods of half the 
value and silk of one-fourth the value, it comes to this that about 
Rs. 20 erores are being drained away from Bengal in respect of three 
items of clothing. namely, cotton, silk and woollen. As I have 
submitted, 40 mills are now in existence in Bengal. These are all 
cotton mills, but silk manufacturing industries on a large scale and 
w oollen mills are not to be found in Bengal tfs yet, though we use this 
kind of fabrics in large quantities. Now, Sir, I have traced the 
history of the textile industry and tried to explain that the Government 
of the country was partly responsible for the ruin of this industry and 
the present Government also as the representative of that Government 
may be taken to be responsible for the ruination of this valuable 
industry. After the wadexhi movement, though the Hindu section of 
the population took very seriously to cloth manufacture, unfortunately, 
the ^Muslims lagged behind, and I submit that it was directly due to 
the propaganda of the Muslim League. The s\rade$hi movement began 
in 1906 and the Muslim League made its appearance in 1906, and that 
began in Qacca. It was made practically a sin for the Muhammadans 
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to do anything which the Congress propose^. The manufacture o*f 
indigenous doth gave an impetus to the textile industry but then 
the leaders of the Muslim League made it a point not to encourage the 
Muhammadans to take to the cotton industry and in a way they* 
practically dissuaded the Muhammadans from manufacturing cloths arid 
thus deprived the Muslim population of Bengal from the benefit whiclr 
was economically derived from the tiradesh i movement and therefore 
I say the present Government dominated by the Moslem League is 
directly responsible for the backwardness of Muhammadans with 
respect to the cloth industry, and it is their incumbent duty to see that 
the industry is revived in Bengal. As I submitted, the cotton mills 
have made some headway in Bengal, but the woollen and silk industries 
are very lwokward. I submit that Government should take up at 
least these two subjects and open model mills in places which will be 
considered suituble so that an impetus may be given to these industries. 
We are now forming a Nationalist Muslim Guard and a Nationalist 
Hindu Guard. Somebody is telling that Islam is in danger and others 
are telling that Hinduism is in danger. Instead of giving curreucy to 
these bogies, instead of organising our \oung men with a view to 
redress imaginary wrongs, t tie real tiling which is in danger should be 
pointed out to our young men, so that the unemployment question may 
be solved. I propose 1 hut Government should allot at least Rs. 1 crore 
annually and set up one mill in each division with a view to provide 
employment for our unemployed men and to give an impetus to the 
cotton industry. With these words 1 submit my cut motion to the 
acceptance of the House. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir. I beg to move that the 
demand of Its. lo, 111,000 under the head “43 — Industries — Industries” 
be reduced b\ Rs, 100, 

We have just now heard from the Hon'lile Minister about the 
industrial policy of (he Government. The same old story Rag been 
told to-night. The previous Minister also described the policy in the 
way in which the present Hon* hie Minister has outlined it before this 
House to-night. If we boil down all the tilings that the Industries 
Department has so far done we find that these are nothing but 
technical training on industrial lines, making industrial surveys and 
furnishing statistical information. These are undoubtedly very 
important things, and Government should carry them out. The 
Hon'ble Mr. Tamiruddin Khan has also said that there are some schemes 
which could not be taken up because of want of funds, but he has not 
given us any indication of what those schemes are. We are suie^thst 
those schemes which are yet in the sleeves of Government will* follow 
the lines of schemes which have been disclosed to us for the last three 
years. Therein also, Sij, as I have already said, we do not find anything 
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but the same programme, that is, to train our young men in several 
industrial lines ami to 'train the weavers and agriculturists in the 
art of handloom weaving and jute weaving and also in the art of 
making this thing or that thing. I do not mean to say that the train- 
ing that is given and the survey that is made have no value. Certainly 
■they are of some valuq in their own way. But what I mean to say is 
that these things alone should not constitute the industrial policy of 
Government. To us. the development of industries means much more 
production. The polio \ of Government, so far as industries are 
concerned, should he more production and more production. Sir, we 
want more production. Why? Because more production will throw' 
open mofe avenues of employment to many people. Of the main menu* 
of livelihood in an agricultural province like Bengal, agriculture forma 
the basis hut next in importance comes industries. Industries oau 
absorb millions and millions of people hut mere training will not effect 
th^t. So, we mean b\ the development of industries much more 
production of industrial articles. We want Government to see that in 
Bengal much more industrial articles are produced. That ought to he 
the policy of Government. In this province we are faced with a very 
severe economic* crisis It is not only the middlemen belonging to all 
the communities hut also the agriculturists, as has beeu admitted by 
the Hon'ble Minister himself, that are faced with that crisis. Agricul- 
ture is no longer a dependable means of livelihood to the agriculturist. 
Why? Because of many things, because of the dwindling of the 
extent of the holding, because of the loss of fertility of the soil and 
because of the uneconomic price of agricultural produce. Together 
with these, a new problem has arisen: that is. that the agriculturists 
do not get proper funds at the time of cultivation tor w'unt of credit 
facilities. Sir. agriculturists form no less than SO per cent, of the 
total population. Barring, say. ‘JO per cent, no less than SO per cent, 
of the agriculturists are half ted because they cannot curry on with 
their famih members throughout the year with the produce that they 
get frofh their land. If that is the position. Government should 
immediately so arrange that a large number of agriculturists are 
diverted to other means of livelihood and what that means of livelihood 
can be? It must Ik* industries. Big industries, including heavy 
industries, which have immense scope of expansion in our province can 
absorb millions of people. Together with these industries, other 
industries, say, handloom industries both cotton and jute, can also 
absorb millions. In this House w*e have been told all these three years 
Government have been trying to revive the handloom industries which 
from long before used to give employment and food to millions of our 
people. I said in this House in 19*38 while the budget was being dis- 
cussed that the handloom industry could not be revived by showing 
to the weavers improved methods of weaving. The handloom industry 
oquld onjjr be revived, if the handloom weavers were protected by lnw 
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to the effect that the weavers alone shall be* entitled to weave cloths 
of 30 counts or lower and the mills should be entitled to. weave cloths 
of counts higher than 30. If such a law could be passed, barring the 
mills to weave clothes of 30 counts and lower, then and then only the: 
liandloom industry could be revived. Sir, that year, the then Hon’ble 
Minister took no notice of my proposal, probably because it went from 
the side of the Congress. Sir, I am glad to inform this House tliat that 
point has been taken up by the Central Government. Very recently — 
on the 0th March last — the United Press issued this information: the 
United Press learns that the Central Government will call a conference 
of representative's of the textile mill industry and handloom industry to 
determine the quota of production and specific weaves of textiles to be 
reserved for handloom weavers only. In other kinds of textiles both 
mills and handlooms will be free to compete. The conference will 
explore avenues for voluntary arrangements between the two wings of 
the industry. • 

Sir, I am glad that the Central Government has taken it up, but I 
should point out that voluntary arrangements between the two 
industries will not be helpful to the irandloom industry, because, I am 
afraid, the mill industry will not agree to it. So I want to submit that 
if once the principle lias been accepted, the Central Government should 
take courage in both hands ami pass a law to that effect. If, however, 
the Central Government does not do that. Sir, I ask this Provincial 
Government to take this matter up. Sir, I do not find any bar for the 
Provincial Government legislating to that effect and also to levy cess 
under Article 49 of the Provincial List on the entry of such goods into 
the diff erent parts of I his province and also to levy a tax, under Article 
48 of the Provincial List, on the sale of such goods within Bengal., If 
that is done, then and then alone the handloom industry will be 
protected and that will give food to the millions. 

Sir, as I have already said, we want development of industries for 
the purpose of giving employment to our people; not only to the 
majority of the agriculturists hut also to the middle class people 
belonging to all communities, who are starving for want of employment. 
1 am sure the Hon’ hie Minister will agree with me that if industry is 
improved and developed by further production, then trade also will 
prosper, because trade depends largely on industry. To our young 
men, only the doors of trade and industry are open now, because other 
avenues of life, I mean profession and service, are either undepend- 
able or choked, and these are dependent on the improvement of agri- 
oulture and industry, both of which have hoj*de*sly deteriorated. *So 
it ii highly necessary that Government should look seriously to the 
problem of the development of industry and by the development of 
industry, as I have alreadv said. I mean further production. . 
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Now, Sir, how to d«yelop, that is the question. While considering 
the question of development I should ask the Hon’ble Minister and the 
members of this House to classify industries under two major heads— 
(t) industries for producing our own requirements and (it) industries 
for exports, for increasing our national wealth. Now, we may 
subdivide the former division of industries into the following classes, 
viz., (7) heavy industries — chemical machineries, etc., ( it ) other big 
industries, such as mill industries— cotton, silk spinning and weaving, 
salt, sugar, tannery, paper manufacture etc., (hi) medium and small- 
sized industries, <>.//., glass manufacturing, soap-making, ceramic 
industry, hosiery indust r\ and the like, and (in cottage industries, 
handloom industries, both for cotton, silk and jute, hosiery 
industries, dairies, ghani oil-making, fruit products, canned fruits and 
chutne\s, poultry and shoe-making, etc. We should remember as my 
friend Mr. Abu Ilossain Sarkar has pointed out that for most of our 
clpth recjuirements, the five erores of Bengalees are absolutely dependent 
on others. Although weaie consuming not le*s than Id erores of rupees 
worth of dhoties and .vor/cs, not more than 2 erores of rupees worth of 
goods are produced in Bengal and 21 erores worth of goods are being 
imported into Bengal from outside and the rest is coming from Bombay 
and other provinces Besides that, we purchase umbrella cloth, silk 
and rayon cloth, shirting, ami coating, drill, mosquito-nets and the 
like which also will he worth not less than ihree erores of rupees. We 
should also remember that our handloom industry and the hosiery 
industry are supplied with yarns by mills outside Bengal. There are 
so man\ cotton mills in Bengal, but none of the cotton mills supplies 
yams to the handloom weavers or to ihe hosiery manufacturers. All 
these yarns are imported into Bengal. 

Then, Sir, we consume lakhs of tons of imported salt and not 
less than lakh* of tons of imported sugar. We should also remember 
that U erores of rupees worth of mustard oil we consume, of which over 
60 per cent, is imported mainly from the Tinted Provinces. About 
Rs. 20 lakhs worth of cocoanut oil we consume, of which over 50 per 
cent, is imported from Madras and Bombay. We consume about 
Rs. 20 lakhs worth of butter and cheese which are imported from 
Bombay and the United Provinces. Then, Sir, our shoes are supplied 
by the Chinese, the Batas and the Madras and Uawnpur factories. Is 
it not a shame to Bengal and her Government? 

(Here the honourable member reached the time-limit and was 
allowed two minutes to finish his speech.) 

• 

Sir, what I mean to euggest to Government is this, that Government 
should have a bold and defined plan for Bengal to be self-dependent at 
least foy some of the necessaries of life, for example, cloth, salt, ml, 
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sugar and some chemicals, within a defined period of time. Industries 
to increase national wealth may wait but those for producing our daily 
necessaries must he taken up at once. 

Sir, I remember that during the discussion on a cut motion in 
1937-88 Mr. Siddiqi pointed out to the Government that the chemical 
industry should be taken up by the Bengal Government at f once, 
because he was afraid that war was coming and many important 
industries would suffer for want of chemicals if such an industry was not 
set up here. Sir, the war has come and many important industries to 
produce our daily necessaries have been suffering. The previous 
Minister said and the present Hon’ble Minister also has said <o-night 
that Government cannot look to big industries now. That shows 
Government have no policy of development of industries. 

Now, the question of finance is the main question, because no 
industry can be developed without finance. Remember, in 90 per cent, 
of the failures in industries and other business institutions of the 
province, it lias been due to want ot sufficient capital. So Government 
must come forward to finance these industrial institutions. The ex- 
Minister of Industries complained that the public of Bengal were not 
coming forward with money. Sir, the ordinary public of Bengal have 
given sufficient money and are also prepared to give much more money 
for industry. But the money that can be expected from the public 
together with what has been given by them already is too meagre, and 
it does not touch even the fringe of the problem. There is money in 
the iron chests of the rich people of Bengal. Government cannot have 
grievances against the rich men of this province that they did not come 
forward with money for the development of trade and industries. 
Government taught them to invest mone\ in Government impels. So, 
Government could get their money if Government would guarantee its 
return. But in that direction Government did not take any step so 
long, and T do not know whether the present Minister will take any 
step. If, however, Government intend, they can, by successfully 
tackling the rich men, as I have indicated before, get sufficient money. 
They should follow the example of Japan. From 1937 Japan has taken 
up a five years' plan of economic recovery. Japan Government have 
not depeuded on the ordinary public for money. They themselves 
have taken the responsibility of making large production. And what 
have they done with regard to finance? They have initiated the 
establishment of a Trust Association and invited the rich men to 
purchase its shares upon guarantee by Government. They have also 
established a Deposit Bureau which is a governmental institution and 
invited the rich men to deposit money therein. Sir. the Finance 
Minister of Japan is financing the industries with that money and is 
himself the shareholder of many big industries in that country. Our 
Government should follow that example. 
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Hl% DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, I hope you will appreciate 
toy difficulty. I have given you more than 15 minutes and if you go 
on further the next member will not get time. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: But what kind of finance 
Bengal Government have arranged for us? They have referred us to 
the State Aid to Industries Act and the Industrial Credit Syndicate. 
Sir, ytfb will be surprised to learn that under the Stale Aid to Industries 
Act, only Its. 7,800 and through the Industrial Credit Syndicate only 
about Its. 80,000 has been invested. Is that an adequate finance 
which a Government should provide for t lie development of industries 
in Bengal ¥ 

Mr. AMRITA LAL MON DAL: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 1 0,12,000 under the head *-4*1 — Industries — Industries'’ 
be reduced b\ Its. 100. 

• Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, in moving the cut motion which stands 
in my name, 1 want to bring to the notice of the House and the 
Hon'lde M i nister tor Indu'tric* the absence of a comprehensive 
programme of industrial development in this province. It is a 
deplorable tact that although lull three years have almost passed 
away, no industrial sehenies lia\e so far lieen put into effect that may 
place the decadent industries of the province on a stable basis and 
open up before the masses new industrial opportunities. As you are 
aware, Sir, the pressure on the land is heroin ing acute day by day, 
while the products it\ of lands is deteriorating. And at the same time 
the growth of population is cunt inning at an aecelerated rate. The 
result i*» that the economic position of the people is Incoming progres- 
sively hopeless. What is necessary in the circumstances is the intro- 
duction of uew indn.stnes and the revival of the old decadent industries 
in the rural areas. Bn tins alnm* can the scanty incomes of the 
agriculturists l>e increase! while the under-employed agriculturists 
who v|prk only for 7 oi S months of the \enr may find employment? 1 
may put this question to the Hon'lde Minister for Industries: What 
have the Government done in his respect? 

I know^ that the Government have not done anything thut may 
bring credit to them. As a mcmW from a rural constituency I may 
emphatically assert that rural Bengal has hardly been touched by the 
activities of the Government in so far as industrial development is 
concerned. Many cottage industries are struggling for their existence 
and are at their last gasp practically. Should not Government come 
forward with technical assistance and financial aid for their preserva- 
tion? I may particularly mention the distressed hand loom cotton 
wearing industry of Tangail and Bajitpur and the bell-metal industry 
of Kagmari and Mogra, in the subdivision of Tangail. It is /raff 
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necessary for their very existence, that Government should provide 
adequate finance and marketing facilities for them. They are in the 
grip of mafia jan *. If one or two sales depots are established in this 
part of the country, through which the cottage workers will be supplied 
with funds and their products marketed, I am more than sure that 
they will be commercially successful and, what will he of much more 
importance, the struggling cottage workers will be immensely benefited. 
What I Hugest for my own subdivision should be done in other districts 
of Bengal after proper assessment of their respective needs. 

There are also possibilities for many cottage industries in Bengal 
villages which should he fully explored and developed. If the people 
are taught basket-making, manufacture of a shorn ? and sataranfjiis out 
of jute, button out of mother-of-pearl, leather shoes, cane works, etc., 
their incomes can Ik 1 materially increased. For this purpose the 
Department of Industries should place a trained staff at every subdivi- 
sional town who will impart training in those industries for which 
raw materials are locally available. Thus for instance in mv subdivi- 
sion jute-weaving, basket-making, cane works and w/fora/jc/h- making 
may easily be developed, while at other centres other types of industries 
may be> promoted. I want to make it clear that if the Department of 
Industries concentrates its activities at ('alcuttn alone, the industrial 
needs of the country will never lx* served. It must send out trained 
men to impart industrial training to the country-side hv example and 
demonstration. Wc do not of course know much about all the cottage 
industries that exist in Bengal. The Department of Industries should 
undertake regular and comprehensive surveys of all industries so that 
their problems and eonditions may be known fully and remedies 
suggested. I am given to understand that in this respert the Depart- 
ment of Industries has already made a good beginning in the 
establishment of a special section, munch , Industrial Intelligence 
Section which has been making surveys of individual industries. I 
have no doubt that if it functions properly, it will have a permanent 
utility and perform a good service in the interest of Bengal's industrial 
development by publishing reports on all the industries of the province. 
The work of the Industrial Survey Committee which is functioning 
for more than a year may also be useful. But the delay in the 
formulation of ita proposals and publication of the final report is 
indeed regrettable. 

In conclusion, 1 must stress the urgent need for industrial and 
vocational education to the rural folks. From my own experience I 
may say that there arc many middle class young men in rural areas 
who cannot obtain a decent education and so have to rot in continued 
unemployment. If adequate facilities were provided, they mig^t 
receive some practical training and make a living thereby. Regarding 
fc^.young men of my community, I may also say that the need for some 
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suitable form of vocational education even in their early years ia 
urgently needed. All cannot expect to climb the high ladder of 
general, education which is very expensive nowadays. So some must 
be diverted to business und industrial vocations. In order that suit* 
able training may be received by these young men, the Government 
ought to make suitable provisions and if necessary open special 
special industrial schools for them. 1 very earnestly draw the 
attentioi of the Hon hie Minister for Industries to this question and 
hope that he will do all that is possible in the furtherance of industrial 
education in t lie rural areas, and in increasing the incomes of the 
masses. For without improvement in their economic conditions, no 

education and no reform can bring peace and ^happiness to them. 

• 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I do* 
not like to offer a destructive criticism on the policy of the Govern- 
ment, but this must la* said that the present Government is following 
the* old policy. We have seen during the last three years that 
Government has not been able to make any comprehensive scheme for 
the expansion of industry throughout the whole of the province. Now, 
Sir, as we see from day to-da> the agriculturists ure becoming poorer 
and poorer dn\ t>\ day. Nn attempt has been made either to make 
their land fertile by irrigation, to make expansion of agricultural 
demons! ration tanns or such other things or to throw open to them 
some other avenues of life. The> have lieen left to improve their 
lot with their Ticket \ plough*, the old emaciated cattle and half a 
bigha of land for every individual. Now, if this state of things is 
allowed to continue, [ think Government will not have to pursue any 
policy in future, a* the people will shape their own policy themselves, 

I would like to suggest that Government should he serious in this 
matter without delaying an\ further. Our report, so long with regard 
to the Industries Department, is that there has been a huge waste of 
money for the purpose of making eutlery, umbrella and such other 
things. Jhere is no report before the memliers of the House that the 
money that was spent by Government was utilized in the liest wuy. 
Questions were put in this House with regard to some new Industrie# 
started since the \«*ai We would like Government to he more 

careful in dealing with those industries; especially the public or the 
representatives of this Hou*e should be convinced that the money that 
has been invested for the purposes of those industries are being well 
spent and well utilized. 1 draw the attention of the Hon 'hie Minister 
to my suggestions that Government should make a comprehensive 
scheme on cottage industries. 

Vith regard to the speech that has been made by my friend Maulvi 
Abu Hussain Sarkar just now, I do not like to say much against it, 
but I would only like to drew the attention of Government that those* ^ 
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acheme* which will require a vast field or huge sum of money and will 
have to face keen competition but will improve the condition of vefy 
few people, ought not to l>e encouraged by Government. Govern- 
ment's sole object should be how the condition of the people in the 
rural areas can best be improved, and what 1 think in my own way, is 
that the cottage industries — just like starting o! some weaving schools 
in different centres — should be taken up without wasting any further 
time. • 

Another thing which l am inclined to think, the Government 
might tackle if they think that is right and feasible, is this. Specially 
in Sirajganj in the district of Palma, we sec that sugarcane is culti- 
vated in abundance. One sugar mill has l>eeh started in £Jopalpur, 
and we understand that the Company is advancing money to the 
agriculturists of those areas to produce sugarcane. Poor as they are, 
they are in need of money. They take the advance* and sell sugarcane 
at a low price, especially at this war time when we think that the 
starting of such mills which will to a great extent solve the eeomfmic 
problem of the masses should be taken up by Government without 
further deluy and one such mill should 1 h* established at Sirajganj. I 
do not like to inHiet a long speech on the subject, but the attention of 
Government is drawn as to whether any comprehensive scheme with 
regard to cottage industries, /.c., weaving schools and the establish- 
ment of some sugar mills in the areas where sugarcane is cultivated in 
abundahee, can 1m» given effect to. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: i do not want to 
speak now, Sir, but I may be allowed to speak after the prayer 
adjournment . 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for ‘20 minutes.) 


(After adjournment .) 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Sir, I beg to move-; — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Wliat 1 propose is that there should be one 
speech from each side. I think there wdll be no lime to move a cut 
motion. If you want to speak, you can speak generally. 

Mr. SHAHEDALi. Sir, 1 want to speak An the Fishery Depart- 
ment. # 


Mr. SPSAKIRt All right. 
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Mr« tN/yHEDALI : Sir, it wiR be admitted by all that fifth i« one 
of thestajde foods of the people of Bengal- The demand of fish in the 
province is so high that a huge quantity of dried and salty fish is 
imported annually from outside Bengal. To meet this detnand within 
the province, the Government of Bengal, to enquire into the'possibility 
of starting fish industry, appointed a Fishery Expert from Madras. 
He came, surveyed the Bay of Bengal and the inlaud rivers, submitted 
a report and bas gone home. The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, 
the then Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department, expressed* on 
occasions more than once on the fioor of this House, that he would 
start fish industry as scan as the Expert submitted his report. Though 
the report has Wen submitted, it now rots in the dark cells of the 
Secretariat. The public were not fortunate to knew the contents of 
the report. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca provided for Us. 5,000 in 
1937*38, Rs. 12,000 in 1938-39, Rs. 2,000 in 1939-40, but no money 
hat Wen provided for 1940-41. This clearly indicates that the 
Government has abandoned the idea of fish industry. 

The problem of fish industry and fishing has failed to attract the 
attention of the people of this province. The demands of fish are so 
great that the supplies of fish from inlund rivers are quite inadequate. 
Sir K. G. Gupta in his admirable report states that 14 per cent, of the 
people of Bengal do not take fish, but he further says: “This leaves 
86 per cent. or. making further allowances, it may be affirmed that 
not less than 80 per cent, or 40 millions of the population are fish- 
eaters. P^iple do not care to eat fish every day and with the Hindus 
there are certain prohibited periods, so that we may estimate 320 
days 'in a year when fish would he taken. Allowing 2 chatlaks every 
day, the quantity per head conies 4o one ntaund and 40 million maunds 
would represent the proper annual consumption of the provinoe were 
the suppjp equal to the demand, which it is not." 

So it is clear that in or^er to supply fresh water fishes to Calcutta 
and other towns of Bengal, an attempt should be made in the Bay of 
Bengal. Once the Government take up this subject not only the 
imempleyment problem of Bengal will be solved but fisbes, both dry 
end salty,' can be exported to other fish-eating country to the great 
iacpme of^the province. It is indeed very difficult to locate the fish- 
. catching area in the deep tea, but the Government of Bengal made an 
attempt tif a ete—s .trawler “Golden Crown” and Mr. Naadu also made 
eindKar attempts in tbeTky of Bengal. To be benefited by the scheme 
of Mr.* Naadu, Captain N. N. Dutta of Bengal Immunity has formed 
.. 4 private company named Indian Trawling Company. Experience 
‘ ef vthis company has been vfridly described hp Babu Antal Chads#* 
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Guha Roy in an article in "Current Thought” named Sea-fishing in 
Bengal, Ama! Babu says, "According to the Indian Trawling Com- 
pany a trawler can fish in the sea 5 days a week, the journey to sea 
and back covering two days. On a very conservative estimate 0$) 
maunds can be fished in a day or 300 maunds a week or 1,200 maunda 
a month. There are five classes of fish available. The first-class is 
composed primarily of bhekti, bagda, pomfret and so on. It sells in 
dull season from Bs. 20 to Bs. 25 a maund and the price soars even 
up to Bs. 100. Class II fish sells at Bs. 15 or Its. 16, class III from 
Bs. 8 to Bs. 10, class IV from Be. 6 to Bs. 8 and class V from Bs. 3 
to Bs. 6 per maund. These are all prices on a low estimates. On the 
average the price can be conservatively taken at Bs. 8 per maund 
which will ensure Bs. 9,600 against a catch of 1,200 maunds. Against 
this should be set the monthly expenses, namely, establishment 
Bs. 2,000, coal and ice in four trips Bs. 1,500 add another Bs. 500 to 
cover unforeseen expenses and add Bs. 500 again as the cost, of ‘the 
wear and tear of trawler, etc. That makes the total expenditure to 
come up to Bs. 4,500, thus ensuring at least a clear profit of Bs. 5,100 
every month, i.e., more than a 100 per cent, return. This fish which 
is sold at Bs. 8 per maund or more than 3 annas a seer do not reach 
the consumers at the same price. It is purchased by aratdars , from 
whom it goes to a class known as paikar and then to retail shoppers. 
In the market, price is doubled and it sells at least at Bs. 16 per 
maund or more than 6 annas a seer. The middlemen make outrageous 
profits. With a well-knit organisation it will not be difficult to 
eliminate the middlemen, and organise its own distributing centres. 
That process will ensure still greater profits, even if the price charged 
is lower than the fresh water fish. Indeed, we can look forward to 
the day when fresh water fish coupled with sea resources will sell for 
at least half of what we pay to-day. 

When the Indian Trawling Company was asked about thp problem 
of marketing, they said that they did not find difficulty about it, aa 
the fish was sold as soon as it was landed. Neither did they find any 
difficulty in disposing of their stock, as according to them, the fish- 
eating population has a good taste for fresh sea-fish. The problem of 
drying and salting did not arise, as they had never any surplus stock 
left. 

Fishing industry is a growing one and with that end in view At 
then Hon’ble Finance Minister, Mr. N. R. Sarker, laid the foundation 
stone of a fishing school, at Hehera in the district of Tippera, A, two- 
storied building was erected there. Will the Hon’ble be 

pleased to state what is to be done with that two-storied building if the 
Qouerwaaut give up the idea of fish jndustry and, 4A pfroMie* 
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f ,^tl m Hon'ble Minister now rise up to the occasion and state 
before the House bis policy with regard to the fish industry and fish 
protection? 


Khan BahaAir FAZLUL QUADIR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the main 

demand of Rs. 15,12,000 for expenditure under the head “Industries”, 
I beg tcwlay before the House some grievances that though Mussulmans 
are extremely backward in respect of technical and industrial educe* 
tion, no encouragement whatsoever is given to them. 

The report of the ^Publicity Department, “Bengal Ministry and the 
Hindus erf Bengal” has opened our eyes, and it appears from page 28, 
table C, tnat out of Rs. 4,15,120 only Rs. 46,885, i.e., 11 per cent., were 
spent for the training of Muslims in non-Government technical schools 
and the balance of 89 per cent, spent for Hindus and other non-Muslim 
schools in 1937-38. 

besides, Government advanced Rs. 3,61,123 during this period for 
training detenus and for their {lottery factory in addition to the pay- 
ment of Rs. 150 a month, towards the salary of a supervising 
Inspector. 

I will cite two concrete cases for information of the House how 
Muhammadan enterprises are being hampered. 

In Chittagong I have started an industrial home for Muslim girls 
in 1937. Since then the Home is getting only Rs. 80 a month aa 
recurring grant. The Home was visited by many distinguished visitors 
including the Hon’ble the Chief Minister of Bengal, who highly 
appreciated the work of the girls. The non’ble the Chief Minister 
remarked that — 

“.I had one of the most pleasant surprises of my life wbeu I paid 

a visit to the Islam’s Ideal Home for Girls in Chittagong I 

wish only to record my complete satisfaction and my firm conviction 
that thi^ institution deserves the utmost possible help and sympathy.” 

Sir, for the last 2 years I have been trying to get a grant-in-aid of 
Es. 400 a month, two-thirds of the proposed expenditure of Es. 600, on 
special consideration for the poor Muslim girls’ industrial training and 
re-organise it and appoint more efficient mistresses. This institution 
has been imparting technical education free of all charges including 
conveyances as only the poor half-educated Muslim girls are receiving 
training in the Home for their economic salvation and honour. They 
are receiving various kinds of education in the Home so that they 
may become good housewives and good mothers and develop the cot* 
tagtf industries of the country. To sanction more than half of the 
toopo^Hi' expenditure being beyond the power of the Director of 
udnstriee, the matter was recommended by tbe Director of Industries 

the then Hn&’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Dep«t®ent, but 
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•unfortunately after a prolonged correspondency it has been turned down 
by the Finance Department. But the Finance Department was very 
generous to provide Its. 20, (XX) as capital grant for Vidyasagar Bani 
Bhavan, Its. 5,000 for Itamkrishna Mission Industrial School at Belur^ 
Rs. 2,000 for Mission Industrial School at Faridpur and Rs. 50,000 for 
Bratachari Dance. 

Last year Government was pleased to grant Rs. 30,000 &r Saroj 
Nalini Dutt Memorial Association, while it receives a recurring annual 
grant of lis. 11,400 for industrial school. Besides other Hindu indus- 
trial schools are getting very liberal recurring grants such as Nari Sikhya 
Samati about Its. 17,000 under different heads, Dacca AnanjJa Asram 
Rs. 3,000 a year, and so on. But the Muslim enterprises are being 
throttled and no encouragement is given to develop. I would there- 
fore most strongly urge I he Government to earmark a portion of the 
grant to be spent annually as recurring and non-recurring expenditure 
for the advancement of technical and industrial education among 
Muslim males and females. Grant-in-aid rules on the basis of half 
and half should he relaxed in case of Muslim enterprises, as they have 
been deprived of their legitimate share so long. The present rule is a 
great handicap to the development of cottage industries. 

Government always make excuses that the House could not give any 
definite scheme for development of industry and solve the unemploy- 
ment problem partially. Therefore, I like to cite a concrete case for 
consideration of the House and Government. 

Tu 1938 I submitted a proj>osnl to the Ilon’ble Minister of Industries 
for establishment of a Leather Tanning and Trading School at Chitta- 
gong, as raw materials to the extent of Rs. Hi, 00, 000 are being exported 
from Chittagong annually. I offered free gift of land, which was 
•elected by the Site Selection Committee composed of Mr. B. M. Das, 
Superintendent of Leather Tanning School. Calcutta, Additional Dis- 
trict Magistrate, Executive Engineer and Civil Surgeon in July, 1939. 
But unfortunately neither it has been administratively apprrved nor 
did it find a place in the budget of 1940-41. It has been shelved. 
Chittagong being a major port, theie is every possibility to export 
even half-tanned hide to foreign countries and thus explore the new 
avenues by using the raw hides. Intimately it may turn into a great 
factory. I therefore most earnestly draw the serious attention of the 
Government to find means and ways to establish the Leather Tanning 
and Trading School at Chittagong at an early date. 

(At this stage, the member having reached his time-limit resumed 
his se»t.) 

e 

Mr. I* At CLARK: I will not detain either you, Sir, or the Mouse 
for more than a few minutes. But a subject connected with industries 
has been mentioned with which I happen to be connected. Therefore, 
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I feel that it should be my privilege to be allowed to say a few words 
on that subject. An honourable member on the Coalition Benches* 
if I heard him right, said that he thought that Government should 
establish a sugar factory or it might have been more than one sugar 
factory in this province. Now, Sir, I do not wish any one to think 
that because my firm happens to he connected with a sugar factory, 
therefore 1 expect to have the whole field to myself. Certainly not. 
But I would draw your attention to the fact that India lo-day produces 
as much sugar as she can consume. Last year it was certainly a fact 
that owing to floods and drought there was a short crop and sugui had 
to be imported from Java, but that was a very exceptional year In 
the ordinary way, sjieaking from memory, the consumption of white 
sugar in This country is round about 1 million tons, and the capacity of 
the existing factories is certainly considetubly in excess of that. Now, 
it has been said — I have read articles to that effect in the paj^rs — that 
the jxdicy of other Governments is such as to encourage the introduc- 
tion of more sugar factories than now exist in this province, where 
conditions aie not so arduous. But I would like to jmint out that by 
a stroke of the |>en, bv a very simple alteration in the legislation of 
those provinces, changes can l>e made at once in the direction of more 
reasonable, if 1 may say so, minimum prices for sugarcane and so on. 
Therefore if we start a large number of sugar factories in this province 
we shall probably be producing more sugar than the country can 
absorb, the inevitable result of which will be lower for sugar prices 
and lower prices for sugarcane. Therefore, Sir. I do not think that 
at this stage the Government of Bengal would he justified in erecting 
even one sugar factory. Our experience is that although we have been 
making sugar for three years now it is only this year that we have been 
able to get anything like a sufficient quantity of cane and the other 
large factories in the province are having the same experience. 


Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE RAY CHAUDHURYs Sir, 1 want 
to oppose the demand on the question of organising the industries of 
the province on a systematic and planned basis. Sir, we have beard 
it almost ad nauxeum that people of Bengal are not only backward in 
industrial organisation, but may remain so for ever. But time has 
come when we must by our action give the lie to such observation. 
Before the industrial revolution took place in the world and before the 
products of large scale industries flooded our markets, the position of 
Bengal was as good or as bad as any other part of the country, and I 
should say of the world. Our avocations were not merely agricultural 
as it is sometimes emphasised in certain quarters. Our cottage indus- 
tries were developed as perfectly as and sometimes more perfectly than 
the Cottage industries in other parts of the country'. It is onlv true 
that because of peculiar circumstances which I need not dilate at the 
present moment, we have not found it easy to adjust ourselves to the 
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new gy stem of industrial organisation. Sir, it is because of such laijk 
of adjustment on our part that we have definitely become backward in 
industrial life. 

If, Sir, the matter is left entirely or even largely to the private 
initiative and enterprise, I am pessimistic enough to believe that we 
shall continue to remain backward as now. It is urgent that the Gov- 
ernment should intervene more earnestly and enthusiastically in the 
matter of developing industries on a systematic basis than it has done 
so far. Sir, when I scan the item of expenditure of the Industries 
Department I become convinced as everybody else will be that the 
Department of Industries has been maintained only as a show without 
anything serious to perform. In the year 1940, such a department 
cannot certainly justify its existence by merely banding over some 
doles and that also most ungenerously and unsystematically to a few 
carpentry and weaving schools. Even the so-called State Aid to 
Industries Act which was vaunted so much as a great panacea to our 
industrial backwardness, has virtually been pigeonholed and forgotten 
by the department. 

Sir, nearly two years ago it was announced that a committee had 
been appointed to explore the possibilities of industrial regeneration in 
the province. For long, however, we have not heard anything as to the 
results of work of this committee. 

It is time, Sir, that the Government should collect the facts and 
place them before t he public regarding the industrial requirements ol 
the province. It should definitely point .out us to which industries 
should be run on a large scale and which on a small scale basis tc 
minister to our needs. It should also make necessary and proper 
arrangements for the supply of credit. We heard some time ago of n 
Credit Syndicate being established with the Government support,, but 
it does seem now that the project has vanished in thin air. The daye 
of mere tinkering are over and a systematic and comprehensive plan ol 
large and small industries with Government support shoulj} be for- 
mulated for the improvement of our economic life, 

Mr. MANMATHA HATH ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Hon’bk 
Minister in placing the Industries budget before us has taken sheltei 
under the hackneyed plea of financial stringency. 1 shall begin mj 
address by pointing out what a small and insignificant sum the Govern- 
luent spends on industries out of its ordinary revenue. In the present 
year we find that the receipts from the cinchona plantation, and oihei 
small receipts amount to Rs. 17,46,000, whereas the total demand undei 
Industries including cinchona amounts to Rs. 21 lakhs only, so that 
the Government spends the magnificent sum of Rs. 3} lakhs os indus- 
tries out of its ordinary revenues, I was looking ii^to tl*e ‘budget 
debate of the last year under this head and I found that the Hon’bk 
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Minis ter had admitted a remarkable awakening of the industrial con* 
seiousness in this country. Now, Sir, what is the aid which the Gov- 
ernment proposes to offer to satisfy this awakening of industrial con- 
sciousness. We find that out of a total demand of Its. 15,13,000 for 
the next year excluding cinchona, Rs. 8 lakhs or more than half is to 
be spent for the pay and allowances of officers and the establishment, 
whereas the grants-in-aid amount to only Its. 2,77,000 and scholarship® 
to only Jts. 58,000. 

I shall now refer to a case of what I cannot help characterising a® 
criminal negligence on the part of the Government in the expenditure 
under Industries in the current year, for while we find that the grant 
in the current year was Its. 10,10,000, Government spent or at least 
proposes to sj>end only Rs. 15, 25.0(H), that is a lakh less than what was 
provided. The Red Book professes to give some explanation for this 
smaller expenditure, and it says that the decrease is due partly to 
smaller expenditure for industrial schemes for trained detenus and 
partly to the postponement of the following schemes: — 

Rs. 

* Installation of the jute-weaving plant at the Seram- 

pore Weaving Institute ... 24,500 

Provincial organisation for the purchase of stores ... 18, 000 

Industrial projects of rural reconstruction ... 10,000 

What a pity that these useful proposal* were not carried into effect. 

I also found that the Hon* hie Minister last year in the budget debate 
referred to several schemes which could not be taken up on the ground 
of financial stringency. May I not say now that the Government is 
guilty of flagrant and criminal negligence in not utilising the whole 
amoynt granted by this Assembly, while so many schemes were wait- 
ing to be taken up. 

I now come to the present budget, and it appears that for the next 
year th# demand is for Rs. 15,13,000 against the demand of K®. 
16,19,000 in the original budget for the current year, so that it is a 
lakh less than what was provided in the last year's budget in spite of 
the professed anxiety on the part of the Government to advance the 
interest of industry in this province. The establishment of a Museum 
or the setting up of some schools here and some there will not solve 
the problem. No doubt the appointment of the Industrial Survey Com- 
mittee was a good move, but it was very belated and in this connection 
I cannot help quoting what the Hon’ble Minister said in the budget 
discussion last year on the matter of appointment of this Committee 
bemuse that appointment put a stop to all advancement of industries. 
Mark $he xrords he uaejL; “We were following tbe five-year plan, hut 
for the time being, we have stopped it because we have set up an 
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Industrial Survey Committee, and we want the Industrial Survey Conii- 
mittee to tell us whether the programme we have proceeded with should 
be adopted or curtailed or improved. Until that report comes, there i§ 
bound to be a stagnation.” That is what the Government themselves 
admit. Then he proceeded: ”1 can say, Sir, that the Industrial Survey 
Committee which we have set up is much better than the Congress 
National Planning Committee.” Notwithstanding the satisfaction that 
the Government felt that the Committee would be more helpful than 
the Congress National Planning Committee, what is the present stage 
in the labours of this Committee? The Hon'fcle Minister told us only 
a while ago that it has not yet finished its labours. Tbe Hon’ble 
Finance Minister while presenting the present budget said that the Com- 
mittee has only put in certain preliminary recommendation? 

(Here the honourable member reached the time-limit and was 
allowed time to finish bis sentence.) 

I have no doubt, Sir, that before tbe term of the present Assembly 
expires or before there is any time to take action, neither the final report 
of the Committee nor the decision of the Government thereon will see 
the light of day. 


Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: TOTtl TOR?, BirniWS 

ft* aft fata-troTO? u*s1 toiI? catnft «rr aTOT fam-atsTO ?tot 

9 RT ®TT 5 T 5 TU 5 T$T? Klt< Can 1 Ca HMC*? cut* f^t-aa$T afT 

ftnrc stIi snto srr? irff? ac*r fof* fnm-atarro c? 

(5Tf®W aft ClfICC C#? C#M *7 #f*ca®. Id 5*. CKCa Wt*n* TfHSPfl 

ft?T fwi fa*$ TOfT ftfTtf ertw aT& TOfT $fu *Tl aTO TO 

at* igfTOT*C *?l (Mr. Sontosh Kumar Basu : foa CfTCTO* l) «T$af 

c*r? &r tjTfnar? *r $fmcr art* am ffrofii a«ra am ftraw at 

c? cro faf finw? *m»0s ef*wiJVH vt*tc*f cto fro bfac* in rar?nt 

an* ffffftCI TOlT CfTVTTO ** 3 ^ TOTHfan tWT maT aC?® WTR afTO aTfTOCf* IT I 
otit? im at c* emrci? at mTh it sncHtna arliT? \ y .f/ Item?? 

cti" art, fa, an Wbifaaaf fTcsfr toil af*w i catTrca cki? 
irTOI *m toi ca irostS totci? cicn? emm it cicn? can#* afafifro? can 
mu ffn m cat <uc$5 cat 'tPta-cffci? frcsilt aaciT amro cat amt 
tlicr wrfncOT i uu'st ar®*r art® at foi toot tot iks? twin? totIt aiVc 
tot* to it. tir tiro fro ant fa am? cal sit aciSTifi it arcifna 
**OT-nTni artro an mm ifi® lartcif fifrt fc p afwrta, aft mantra 
ifna t R a t tm a * sir! *fa® wm nfmmi , fam toc$? iiro i tr ctitot to 
it marc, mror t*r is fwj atfirr 5fow arfro c ti in uTO twnrt 
aim ihhiSi itfircf au'nfc* *r artim fifTOi torot ficat TO 
afrtarolf a Tf ltfira ( Portfolio ) TOif ant, TOfr apr TO^rifl^aw 
ftw? faro ftair tot? tful to. TO fa: 

mfa foOT afro f ar t ir tf ap u fro a?OT fro, tWt to? i n TOOTe «<Nb«i 
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itorrc m af? n^im mcc mtirs to? cn* n* anwr tifcuwtic* m tecc 
«tan mti wt, to a*m |to n^m*? cnt ^ ofw? me w$? amen anrw a *$7 
tot imt *f??r to? nc to mi mcsfr tonrt atfwrorei wro c?^ 
crm? wet ^ «wr *f?mteT? ci ?Tto <t men tot to? at O tero* 
’.wtem e^m? *f?m fro wmw? wen? Snemnl afni a*t>r arcs® *f??r 
fro ifia wmtot? a*ST to 8toi mfic *t?ei? i toy wro wen n^ftnr — 
ft-wwiujji wt to? ?e?? <gcn •*cnrsn^ *tor wr to y c?? ? ; ww? nWt 
*t^ra fif^ir &fro froei?i tott cnfrT crrei? mfmc umm tec wmci^r? 
fro, nf? tityn Trot wmw? ?? wfnt&ei? ate to? ifir* *f?met?, c? *Sr? 
cm? fate®? $n?t ten nr Sfcc to am nefc mfi? ertom i to nt t ? m rt n n 
?TtRe$? Sm n?u vf?ec nrc?? ?t i anr wfnt&e?? mrtcc nrm-ctet? iTacat’ 
enre? ltd an? to? tm cm* a "w amc ifrot n*cn ifiu ate? i 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GH08E : Mr. Speaker, Sir, is the honourable 
member relevant in discussing this!' 


Mr. 8PEAKER : Mr, Mozammcl Huq, you are not replying to the 
ex-Finance Minister. You art* discussing the budget on Industries. 

Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ; 1C1W1. Wf? ent tell 

wtoesft I wmw? ?m1?cm?? fwtwm to ci nt ** anr^rnu 5m? m?*T 
enn NfairoR. 5f mil wro tot* fater? rnirt nrn *tor toi tec to 
?w? it?* $ if nt?mn frrm tot ate ?w?t nrn *f?m tent? ait ncn'w’fre 

ten? to t Sn it? *f?m entesc?? i toy cm «u?r wen ten? te to; 
Sntc itnei? wro at to m? t* wtneato amc? a*t>T ettetem ^r, snrw 
a^t>r S?ih^? $tte enme? a*Sr to Stte i err? *c?ten 

cnf?cne$to nrtn m smm? cm wn?? uj??i ci^Ttccw i at c tonteren? mn 
at n? emrtect nc«fe?e*5? nrn nm m ?tn? ?tn? it? it?r me* i «rmen wen? 
practical tenmfc to; ituei t*? ire fro f* ermrir itnec 

men ci wen tne»n? e*w wt Swfc itirciv wtto i«r nnc*tt <s mro wrec 
mtiTtf. ^on? wen tnem? n?«^f?? 5nTb ®mTen? ^Tt?c?t *ir cn?*T? i cm it 
* f?cn iro? s nrn iteii nrons? ven «rmw? rncc nro nrtn? ret, 

— wro if? ifn ci anwcre? wro w? pT iTe^t? nw ifn ir; n^; ciwt w 
s if <bi? wro w? $to ?ri Practical *tf *t?ec itei cmec C1T1 
wnr ite? to to ?w? im to it?ret cnrec srrto to;t Snfc i? mtr 
(Bear, hear.) ent TO wti itoc ert ei a*R wnmeK? 
atm iresl? if?cc itc? imec at Or-efft n*tst erteir pm? wfm W6?r mit 
am at tem'nt wr mato? ate wmei? w«m toft? it?r ntpiet i 

to; \i<<% wro ffi? to nrn *t?mti ^ 4 , «rt b* hit? 5 wi cn from# 
^ NfTO«w? cmSr cm$T c?c? fro? n?;nt iw? iw? 5rwn;ft fwi itvr 
wtree^; ffi*toren? wit n?1i fww? cm? Sntr? m Wc ttvret ai^t ccr 
mm to^ wfncsfi mi fti? w? nfw ifro tom, Smtor itfitm? to 
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cvr aim irt, iIcpi retti afisr fip*m raca am it, rniamrai 

ut&i aam car-ai'wif aam ircai ai^fa itir vltocii cafacfr 

ffi-fum fa am aiVa fai; afuma? aaa^fa frm — aa aa ir.&twt in afur 
c?ia ii il afaanm? cam ifcnsct irai Iitci aaalar^? am ircft cam 
lar iTtca am; art atfi ifacafi ifi a* tt aa btr aram ftm ifi f i ar m im 
ana it fair d Jrar mir nrfaei it an, catancai irfr ait am i*tar fafair fwai 
cawr in, am rtca ift® fiaajai a^a $aan arfia licit ( Laughter. ) 
ararm an an aifaca 5 fam an anfam an arfaimi a* m afnr ffi- 
Tiaira <aa imci ma aa (ftm an it imnr b cmH* bo aa £tit m nm im 
w itwtoti raamim, fai aft® fan* fiayai cam afa aam arfia 
itn ar, ai*fwc^i 317a “rpt” alfa an Pfaca am an (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal : Industry! fm aa^ai) an aTta Industiyi amnf ifacaftn 
Textile industry ir im-fro to Ifaaji^ fa: an; mcaa ami 
fiaja fatal faimai araci? aa an aar-ftmai Safa anen amra irrtcict 
fa aftrcn am am araam aacat srmai irramca n; t aiacii aa 
i6ir nan an TST'TOrra area ^an ci«ir nan 1 anftn 
ntamca Sugar Mill it arm atai aan to •tji/is"! iet acaa 
ifaima an at a^rm? srt amrr ararewa aa 5 Tar cat am® fafa 
caartimai ta; amen caca mrt? n, enm area? aa am afa wftvc^i 
1^6 caair aim 1 am itca ficai jnga Sain itcii ( At this stage the 
member reached his time limit. ) 

arnca an a;-fafafr an faai 

Mr. SPEAKER : No, I can’t. 

Msulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ : an in facia it ama iait mi 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr Speaker. Sir. we have 
listened to u series of theories of a rather novel form of economics 
to-day. I cannot understand the honourable mover taking us back to 
the times when the thumbs of the weavers in Dacca were amputated 
and cut off. The world has changed since then. To talk in 1940 of 
isolating Bengal industrially and commercially and making it self- 
sufficient, by putting duties on imports even from the other provinces 
of India, is a line of thought which will perhaps kill the remaining 
industries of Bengal. The world has become interdependent and 
inextricably interrelated. If Bengal has to sell something, Bengal 
must also buy. 

The other point made by one of the speakers opposite, Sir, was that 
Government must find money for financing industry. This again is a 
novel idea for, it can be urged, equally forcefully, that Govenuflf^it 
should not interfere pith the normal course .of business and industries 
ns a competitor; that tte Government should not enter tieee fields 
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except as a protector, as one that creates the necessary atmosphere for 
the advancement and encouragement of commerce and industries That 
the Government has tried its best in the very difficult circumstances in 
which a Provincial Government in India works will be obvious from 
‘.the schemes that have already been taken in hand. We must remember 
that a Provincial Government has no control over transportation, 
frei^ht^ import duties, tariffs, and so on. All these are within the 
scope of the Central Government. A Provincial Government cun go 
go far and no further. Hearing this important fact in mind and realis- 
ing the handicaps and limitations under which he has to work, I think 
honourable members opposite will realise that the Hon’ bit* Minister, 
who has^taken charge of the Department only recently, cannot use a 
magic wand ami turn the industries of Bengal into flourishing institu- 
tions in a day. 

The other point to which sufficient attention has not been paid 
to-might, Sir. is that the people of Bengal may have been industrially 
very advanced in the pu>t, hut to-day the tendency of the inhabitants of 
thjs territory is not industrially inclined. The Government cannot 
put its hand into the pocket of the tax-payer and take money to finance 
industries. If taxation is resorted to, we shall all begin to shout and 
we shall all begin to protest. I, therefore, repeat, Sir, that Govern- 
ment can only create the necessary atmosphere, pave the way through 
suggestion, technical advice ami even demonstration plants and parties, 
so that individual financiers nr collective financing in the form of Joint 
Stock Companies and the citizens of the province may come forward 
and take charge of the industries. I make a distinction, Sir, between 
cottage and small industries and big and heavy industries, because 
heavy industries, being national in a sense, Government may, in certain 
circumstances, finance them. But to blame the II on’ bit* Minister for 
all the ills of the industrial position in Bengal is rather beside the 
mark. 

AmSng the Htepn taken to encourage industries and the line of 
approach adopted In the Government for a solution of the problem, 
Sir, I would mention the Provincial Research Board, where eminent 
scientists, industrialists and businessmen have been brought together 
so that they may tell us what industries we should handle first and how 
we should go about them. Then it will he for the financier to come 
on the stage. Progress will he, necessarily, slow but it will be steady. 
Only such a course will help to solve unemployment and to create 
intelligent, workers and skilled labourers. Sir, Rs. 25,000 were granted 
last year for the purpose and this year there is an addition of Rs. 10,000 
tttHliat amount. Those who have read the news that came from Delhi 
to^daj will find that the Hori'ble the Commerce Member to the Govern* 
HMti of India was very happy that Ra. 5 lakhs had been granted far 
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a similar purpose. Do you not think, Sir, that we have reason 
be proud of the fact that we in Bengal took the first step in the matter, 
and the Government of India has followed in our footsteps? 

The second line of approach which Government has adopted is the 
creation of an Intelligence Section. Here again new ground has been 
broken. Information is being collected about trades, production, distri- 
bution and consumption and the details of every industry are Kkely to 
come into our handg, as soon as they are ready. But the most important 
aspect of this industrial intelligence is that the bureau is collecting 
information on inter-district trade, that is to say, information as to 
what one district sells to another and what it is likely to purchase. In 
this way we shall be able to establish an industrial economy Within the 
province which is bound to prove beneficial. The scope of these investi- 
gations is likely to be widened which may ultimately help us to find 
out bow* Bengal can sell its products outside the province in other 
parts of India and what are the things Bengal should buy from other 
provinces. Before we advance we should know the terrain we are 
going tfi march over. 

The third line of attack is the industrial survey ot the province. 
There is, as I see, a difference of opinion on this subject. Hon’ble 
members think that we are not marching fast enough. The Hon’ble 
Minister feels that each step has to he taken very carefully and 
cautiously. But 1 teel, Sir, that through these three line of approach 
we shall soon find ways and means of le-establishing our industries on 
a sound and expanding basis. 

There was another line of approach which was actually followed 
by the Government, in the only \*u\ it reasonably could. Honourable 
members have complained that Government does not spend enough 
money on the encouragement of old and established industries and* the 
establishment of new ones. The State Aid to Industries Act has been 
doing what it could in this direction within its limited scope. But the 
Government went further and elaborated a scheme of subsidising indus- 
tries by guaranteeing the losses and meeting half the running expenses 
for a fixed number of years of a scheme of industrial credit. The 
effort, unfortunately, fell on evil days and has failed to materialise into 
the expectations that were entertained of it. My suggestion to the 
Hon’ble Minister is that the sooner he extricates the Government out 
of it the better. 

Before l sit down, may I, as Chairman of the Bengal Board of 
Industries, draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the request 
made by the Board for an early amendment of the State Aid to Indus- 
tries Act. There are discrepancies in it, and we of the Bengal Bdkrd 
of Industries think that we are rather handicapped in the scope 6f out 
work. We have at the moment only one duty and that is to lend money 
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id certain well-defiued ar^l well-established industries, but we want to 
go ahead, and I hope the Hon’ble Minister will pay attention to our 
request and take in hand this problem in all seriousness. The other 
request I have to make is that it’ this House grants money for any 
industrial project it should not be held up for what is known as 
administrative sanction. I know that there are administrative diffi- 
culties, *but it should be the duty of the department to see that the 
Finance Department or any other department that has anything to 
do with a project does not keep t lie scheme hanging on although we 
have sanctioned money in this House for that purport?. If the Hon’ble 
Minister will kindly take note of the points that 1 have tried to place 
before hfm. I think that we may well expect better progress during 
the coming year. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir. jj-is 
somewhat distressing to me to find that the time at my disposal is very 
short, and so it will not be possible tor me to reply to all the points 
thqt have been raised by my honourable friends in this House. 

Sir, like yesterday I would first of all thank those of my friends 
who have given certain helpful suggestions. Those suggestions will be 
taken into careful consideration. Although it will not be possible for 
me to refer to all the points raised here, 1 think the reply that has 
been given by my honourable friend Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi 
has relieved my burden to a great extent. I endorse his speech to a very 
great extent. His speech provides a reply to some of the important 
points raised by the Opposition on the floor of this House. 

Sir, as regards Maulvi Abu Hossain Surkar, 1 would like to say 
that in the midst of all the things he has said he adumbrated a very 
•queer proposition, vis., that the reason for the Muslim community 
being behindhand in the field of industry is the mentality created by 
the preachings of the Muslim league. [Maulvi Abu Hohsain Sarkar : 
A man %vho could say that should be hanged at once! (Laughter.)] 
Sir, a gentleman who can bring forward a proposition like this — I think 
it is futile to argue with him. (Cries of “hear, hear,” from the 
Coalition benches.) He says that Bombay has 222 cotton mills whereas 
Bengal has only 17. Now Bengal has a large number, but still that 
number is far below that of Bombay. My friend eulogised the 
'Congress for starting the industrial mentality in Bengal. (Mautai Abu 
Hossain 8 ark a r : You also said that a few years back.) But 1 ask, 
bow is it that that mentality has helped Bengal to establish only 17 
*cotton mills up till now? (Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar: Not 17 
but^.) All right, 1 accept it. And is it the Congress mentality in 
Bomba? that has helped the people of that province in establishing 
222 mills? The proposition is absurd. Bengalis do not want to toko 
Ao industries, they only know best how to serve as clerks, and they 



4 * 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. [13th Mai., 

complain that industries, trade and commerce, are not developed in this 
province. As long as we do npt shed that mentality, our province 
cannot look forward to real progress in the field of industries. 
(Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu* What has the Government doneP) Sir, 
I have no time to reply to such interruptions. 

As regards the establishment of cotton mills by Governmental think 
my friends have a very convincing reply from Mr. Siddiqi. Gov- 
ernment cannot enter into competition with private enterprise anywhere 
and everywhere. The cotton mill industry is established fairly well 
in many provinces and also to some extent in Bengal. The greatest 
difficulty of Bengal in regard to that is the want of good cotton. If 
Bengal could produce long staple cotton in sufficient quantity, that 
would b^ of great help to the cotton industry in this province. Gov- 
ernment *is trying its best to produce long staple cotton in this province 
wjth that end in view'. But, Sir, so far as some other industries are 
concerned, the position is different. Those industries which are still 
growing and which require patrouisation or help from the Government 
certainly deserve eucourugement. I would refer to the sugar industry 
for example. The question is somewhat complicated. A short while 
ago there wait a movement that there should he no more augmentation 
of that industry in India, because that would lead to overproduction and 
consequently the industry will suffer. The same plea has also been 
raised by my honourable friend Mr. (’lark here, hut there is one thing. 
So fur as the sugar industry is concerned, Bengal has not yet come 
to its own. Therefore, it is very difficult to accept the position that 
there should be no further increase of sugar mills in this province. I 
think that there is a good field for the increase of sugar mills in this 
country. Government is examining the proposal for helping the growth 
of sugar mills in this province. Of course the all-India point of -view 
ia ulso an important one and should not he altogether neglected, but the 
provincial point of view is also equally, if not more important. 

♦ 

Then, Sir, my friend Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, yes, my very 
esteemed friend Mr. Biswas, complains that the policy pursued by 
Government will not do any good to the country. He wants production 
and more production, hut simple production will not do. We want 
more economic, more remunerative production. If my friend eats less 
than he evacuates one can very easily see that death is at his door. 
The great problem that the cost of production should be decreased 
as far as possible, tfnles* industrial production is made more economic, 
no benefit will accrue by mere production. Over-Production will lead 
to ruin and that is why the Government is trying to invent m& fad 
out methods whereby production can be made more economic, more 
remunerative. The cost of production has to be recced. \© the 
minimum. He has said that so far as the question of helping the 



1940.] BEMANDS FOB GRANTS. 4T 

tamdloom weaving industry is concerned one important consideration 
is that the mills should be debarred from producing stuffs with yarn 
below a certain count. He also says that the Government of India, 
.has taken up this question. That 1 think as a move in the right direc- 
tion, and I hope the Government of India will do all that is possible. 
My friend says that the Government of Bengal also can pass a legisla- 
tion imposing a ban on cotton mills. That is not a feasible proposition. 
There I do not agree with my friend at all. How wan Bengal legislate 
for the whole of India? What benefit will accrue to Bengal if the 
Bengal cotton mills are debarred from weaving stuff with yarn below 
a certain count while all other mills in the rest of India will be going 
on merrflv doing as they like? Therefore, my friend has not looked 
at this question from the practical point of view at all, and I think 
for that reason he has committed a serious mistake. I think qgy friend 
Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmood bit on the right point when he said that jpr 
helping our weavers one of the best thifigs wifi be to produce a 
or to supph them with \ arn at a cheaper rate and with that end in view 
a spinning mill or several* spinning mills should be established in 
Bengal. That seems to he a very attractive proposal and Government 
has already been examining that question, and I think something may 
come out of it, although it is premature for me now uP say anything 
definite on that point. Whatever is possible for the Government of 
Bengal within its own limits will be done. Those limits are financial 
as well as otherwise. The limits which a provincial Government 
labours under are those of tariff, freight, import duty and things like 
these. Therefore what the Government of India can do the Government 
of Bengal cannot obviously do. My friend compares Bengal with 
Japan. Does such a comparison at all stand to reason? (Mr. Santosh 
KrMAR B*sr: Does the Bengal Cabinet stand comparison with the 
Japanese Cabinet?) Therefore those who compare the Bengal Cabinet 
with the Japanese Cabinet 1 think are not in their senses. Then, Sir, 
although I disagree with most of what my friends on the opposite side 
gay on •almost all occasions I agree with my friend Mr. Manmatba 
Nath Roy as regards one point, namely, that very little money ia 
provided for the Industries Department. I fully agree with these 
observations, and I think my friend will also agree when the Govern- 
ment ^comes forward in the future wifh proposals for fresh taxation 
for the purpose of feeding and developing the industries and other 
nation-building concerns of this province. (Cries of ,4 no, no” from 
the Congress Benches.) Then, Sir, some of my other friends have 
said that there is up planning, nothing of the kind in Bengal. So far 
as this is concerneirMr. Siddiqi has given a good reply. I would again 
remind jtbe House of the fact that an Industrial Surrey Committee 
has already been appointed. That committee is still working and has 
submitted (to interim reports. * Will it not be in ‘the fitness of thing* 
tq wait ior the recommendations of that committee? When their 
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recommendations are submitted these will be the basis of a compre- 
hensive plan for the industrial development of the province. Of dourpe 
\ we are somewhat late, but that could not be helped. I think, Sir, 
although we are somewhat late, the committee will be able to. make 
its report in time so as to enable the Government of Bengal to frame 
a scheme and just to give it a start during their term of office. It may 
not be possible for this Government to finish everything, but* I hope 
that they will be affile to give a good start provided my friends in this 
House help the Government by voting the necessary monev for giving 
"that start. I do not think I need take any further time of the House.* 
I oppose all the motions and commend my motion to the acceptance of 
4he House. 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that the demand for 
Bs. 15, If ,000 under^the head “43 — Industries — Industries” be reduced 
hjflts. 100 was then fut and lost. 

The motion 4f* Mr. Amrita Lai Mandal that the demand for 
Bs. 15,12,000 under the head ‘*4$- — Iffdusfries — Industries” he reduced 
by B#. *100 was then put and lost. 

The mothfei of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that the demand for 
W. J5, 12,000 under the head ”43 — Industries — Industries” he reduced 
.by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion Id the Hou'ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that a sum of 
Rs. 15,12.000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”43 — 
Industries — Industries” was then put and agreed to. 


43 — I ndustr ies— Cinchona. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT; Sir. on the recom? 
mendation of Hk Excellency the Governor I beg to move that p sum 
of Rs. 5,59,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”43t-Indus- 
tries — Cinchona”. 

Mr. SPEAKER I I may toll Mr. Maqbul Hossain that hi4-#mend- 
ment does not arise. This department is responsible only for the pro- 
duction of quinine, distribution thereof is in charge of the Medical and 
Public Health Departments. I am afr-aid therefore that your issue is . 
entirely wrong, and Dr, Sanyafr is not here to argue the case for you. 

Mr. ATUtT KRISHNA CHOiEt Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg ton#*, 
on behalf of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal/that the demand of I U. 5,-69,000 
made under the head ”43— Industries — Cinchona” "be reduced by 
Be, I00. 
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My object in moving this motion is to raise a discussion regarding 
the failure of Government to adopt a policy of extension of the cinchona 
cultivation and the production and sale of Government quinine, failure 
of the present arrangement for the sale and distribution of Government 
quinine and reorganisation of the Cinchona Department. 

Sir, I would like to speak a few words in this connection. In the 
beginning let me take up the report of the Government for the 
year 193<-38 and let this be the basis upon which I can criticise 
Government regarding its policy, programme and principle. In 
that very report we find the top heavy expenditure of this depart- 
ment. One quinologist is drawing Rs. 11,900 per annum. 1 don’t 
see any reason whatsoever for that, and I do not think that a quinologist 
has got such special qualifications as to diaw such a heavy amount 
from revenues. Secondly. I would like to draw the attention of the 
Hon'ble Minister to the fact that though there trample scope for tjie 
cultivation of cinchona within the count ft. Go#niment is deliberately 
and pershtentlv importing it from other countries. 

Then. Sir, the most surprising ^purt of the report is this. One 
Mi*. Wilson, officer fin charge of the enquiry, was deputed under the 
auspices of the Imperial Council ot Agricultural Research with a view 
to discovering new areas suitable tor the cultivation of cinchona. 
do not know what are the special qualifications of this gentletuan, 
Mr. Wilson, whose name has been dragged into this report — of course 
we do not mean any disrespect whatsoever to that gentleman. 

When we come to the next paragraph we find Government saying, 
“After SO years of domestication, cinchona still remains u plunt of 
very fastidious habits’* and main other things. If l have understood 
the position rightly. Government have been mukiug experiments for 
the Jast SO years, and still they arc trying through Mr. Wilson to 
discover new areas, some new places and some new hill*. 1 do not know 
whether the purpos. is the cultivation of cinchona or to have a tour 
round, tl^e country to draw travelling allowance form thus poor province. 
This is what the Government report says. They are investigating, they 
are trying and deputing Mr. Wilson and perhaps asking others to find 
out some suitable plots for the cultivation of cinchona. That is really 
surprising. 

Then, Sir, 1 wittild like to come to the point which vitally affects 
the interests of the people of Bengal, ft is an acknowledged fact, and 
this fact has been corroborated by the report of the Government that 
* 'Bengal is one of the provinc es most seriously affected by malaria. 
It has been fortunate in it* success up to date in establishing a cinchona 
uKdpstry”. That is what the Government report says. * But what is 
the txtfal output of quinine in this province ? If my information is 
correct, I think about two year* back the Central Government invited 
6 . 
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different provincial Governments to discuss this point whether cinchona 
plantation could be taken up on a large scale in India, and, if my 
information is correct, I think there was some controversy between 
the then Minister, Mr. Nausher Ali and Sir Jagadish Prasad. The 
Centra) Government wanted to coerce us, if 1 may be permitted to use 
that expression, not to extend the area and to restrict it so that the 
imports could come in the usual course. It is something like an official 
document and if j^iat document is brought to light, I think many 
things will be disclosed. It is the duty of the present Minister to 
fight on and on as the then Minister fought tor the benefit of Bengal. 
Of course, it is the lookout of the Minister and his department to see 
how far they can proceed, and how far they can resist and lnnjr far they 
can gain by mutual co-operation with the Central Government. 

Then, Sir, I would like to draw the attention of the Hon’hle Minister 
to one staggering fiet. The total population ot Bengal, I think, is 
5,59,00,000 of which the adult population is 3A erores. Out of JU 
erores of adult population, due to malaria alone, on an average every 
one of them sustains a loss ot 15 .working days and it we proceed with 
the calculation tin* average financial loss due to malaria comes to about 
Its. 7 per head and tjie total financial loss incurred by the total adult 
population suffering from malaria amounts to 1G *J4 A croies. Just 
imagine what a tremendous loss il is tor the province oi Bengal dm* to 
malaria. 

Then, Sir, J come back again to the report ot the Government and 
proceed with my observations on the basis of that report. In para- 
graph 10, we find that the profit for the year 1037-38 is Rs. 8,31,818-8. 
But if there is any profit uhnt harm can there be for the Government 
in proceeding with the cultivation on an extensive scale? Had there 
been a question of loss and had there been a question of any further 
loss, 1 could understand the Government thinking fifty times before 
proceeding further, but Government <a\ in their own report that there 
is a definite amount of profit. I do not see any reason whatsoever whv 
we should uot extend the cultivation within the province, i 

When we come to the quality of the thing produced, we have infor- 
mation that the quality has deteriorated and according to the report 
of the chemical analysis made by the Bio-chemical Standardisation 
Laboratory only It) per cent, of the strength was available in quinine. 
If that is the sort of deterioration that has taken place, I do not know 
what Government can do for a province like Bengal where the number 
of deaths is abnormal and daily increasing. I would request the 
Hon’ble Minister to find ways and means of improving the situation 
and extending the cultivation. With all these defects, no Government 
can expect that their demand will be sanctioned without any censure 
or cut motion whatsoever. With these words, I commend my .motion 
to the acceptance of the House. 



51 


1940 .'} or!)er-in-council. - 

, Tht Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, 1 oppose the 
cut motion which has jusf been moved by Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Krishna (those that the demand of 
Hs. 5,59,000 under the head “43 — Industries — Cinchona*’ be reduced 
bv Its. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. I’rasanna Deb Raikut that a »um 
of Rs. 5,59,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “43 — 
Industries — Cinchona" was then put and agreed to. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned till 9-30 p.m. to- 
night. 

(The House was then adjourned till 9-30 p.m. fo-night). 


(.l//rr at! jonnunrnt .) 


Motions regarding amendment of the Order-in Council, 1936. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 would like to know ii Government aie going to 
move their amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No, Sn. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am told that there is likelihood of unanimity 
in this House over Mr. XaikeTs motion. So, Mr. Sarker may move 
his motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sn , ! should like to move my 
motion 

Mr. 8AMT08H KUMAR BA8U : Sit. 1 submit that it would be 
much better if I may suggest that Dr. Sanyal may first move his motion 
of which he has given notice and he may speak in support of it. If 
Mr. Sarker thereafter moves his motion, pmbably Dr. Sanyal will see 
his way to withdraw his motion by the leave of the House so that 
Mr. ^Sarker’s motion may be passed unanimously. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I have no objection. 
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•ptoial motion undor rule 95(1) of the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
Procedure Rules. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Sir, I beg to move that thip 
Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Bengal should take 
immediate steps to represent to the proper authorities that any modifica- 
tion of the Government of India (Distribution of Revenues) ’Order in 
Council, 19*16, as per section 138 of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
should ensure allocation to the Province of Bengal of her due Bhare 
in any tax on income, other than agricultural income, including Excess 
Profits Tax, particularly in view of the state of the finances of this 
Province. * 

Sir, 1 am grateful to you for having afforded me an opportunity to 
raise a discussion on such a matter of great interest to this Province 
and particularly for having exacted from our none too generous Govern- 
ment some amount of time for a debate on this subject on the flow of 
this House. 

On the 17th of February last, news was received in Calcutta pf a 
certain debate in the House of Commons held on the loth February 
which for the first time brought to our notice that attempts were being 
made to modify the basis for the allocation of a portion of the income- 
tax proceeds to the Provinces in Indiu as was arranged under His 
Majesty's Order-in-Oouneil of 1930 udating to the distribution of 
revenues in pursuunre of the provisions of section 138 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935. It was then reported that with a view 
to enable the Central Government to retain u sufficient portion of the 
income-tax revenue and in order to maintain its solvency under War 
conditions this modification was sought to he made and that the scheme 
put forward was the result of discussions Wtween the Centre and the 
Provinces. Sir Hugh O'Neill, the Under-Secretary of State for India, 
while dealing with the Distribution of Revenues (Amendment) Order 
explained that owing to the Wui some alteration in the method of 
distribution w t us necessary il the Central Government was tS be saved 
from the prospect of a heavy deficit. But, at the same time, he assured 
that the amount of income-tax which the Provinces would receive under 
the new* formula would be nearly half as much again as the estimate 
made under the old formula in 1939-40 and the lioj>e was further held 
out that in the next year the Provinces would do even better. 

On the 21st February the Associated Press brought further light in 
this connection froin Simla and New Delhi and it was then that we 
could have some idea of the definite lines in which changes were sought 
to be effected. Immediately on the following day, that is, on the 22nd 
February, when the amendments were still awaiting passage in Parlia- 
ment, I gave notice of my motion and I felt that in view of the great 
urgency of the matter and the importance of the question an f early 
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opportunity would be provided for a discussion on this question. I 
regret that the Government could not see their way to accede to my 
suggestion earlier and I am sorry that in some respects our debate 
to-night might prove to be mere post-mortem examination of a fait 
accompli. In any event, I trust members of various sections in this 
House will apply their mind to this important question free from party 
prejudices and, a confirmed optimist as I am, I hope that there may be 
yet an opportunity created for securing to the Province of Bengal 
justice and fair dealings, if all paities in the House with one voice 
formulate a united demand in connection with the subject under dis- 
cussion. 

Sir, e\^r since the middle of the 19th century when the Provinces 
were but mere local administrations of a highly centralised Govern- 
ment having no separate finances ot their own, the relationship 
between the Central Government and the Provihces in fiscal and 
financial matteis has caused considerable misgivings and step by step 
the financial status of the Provinces was raised until, in 1919, the 
revenues of the provinces wen* sejxirated from those of the Central 
Government. But the financial control was still vested in the Secretary 
of State and the Financial Settlement of 1919, known as the Menton 
Settlement, caused a serious strain in the relations between the Govern- 
ment of India and the Provincial Governments. The burden imposed 
thereby on the province of Bengal was admittedly most iniquitous. 
When the Government of India Act of 19df> was passed it was realised 
by the Parliament that the success of the Reforms would depend very 
largely on the financial position of the Provincial Governments and 
having regard to the difficulties and uncertainties it was decided that 
before giving effect to Part III of the Act relating to Provincial 
Autonomy there should be a separate enquiry into the financial position 
of the’ Provinces, the special circumstances required by each, and the 
time and mode of distributing the Provincial share of the income-tax. 
Accordingly, after some investigations by tin* Peel Sub-Gomi«ittee and 
Percy Certain it tee. Sir Otto Niemeyer conducted an enquiry, «nd 
assistance to the Provinces was provided under His Majesty’s Grder- 
in-Council of 1 9-16 on the lines suggested in his Report. It was then 
recognised that any forward policy in Provincial Autonomy would 
only be successful if the Provinces wen* assured stability and expan- 
siveness in their finances. 

The Niemeyer Award had ever since come to be regarded as the 
bed-rock of provincial finances and various measures have been adopted 
'in building up the social and economic life of the Provinces in the 
expectation that the arrangements provided under the Niemeyer Award 
would remain sacrosanct. Under the circumstances, the recent amend- 
ments (o the Government of India (Distribution of the* Revenges) 
Order, 19*36, came as a shocking surprise. Tt belies all expectations 
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and tears asunder what has been regarded as the sheet-anchor for 
Provincial finances since the inauguration of\he Provincial Autonomy. 
It is, therefore, very necessary that the implications of the amendments 
effected during recent weeks should be fully examined and every 
possible step should be taken to preserve and protect the interests of 
the Province of Bengal. 

Let me briefly explain to the House the position that was secured 
under the old Order-in-Council and that created as a result of the 
amendments which have been recently brought into effect. Section 138 
of the Government of India Act, 1935, relates to the division of Income- 
tax as between the Provinces and the Federation and lays $own that 
taxes on income other than agricultural income shall he levied by tbe 
Federation but should he shared with the Provinces in a prescribed 
percentage. ITow exactly this should be shared and the period for 
which the share should subsist was left to be determined by subsequent 
Orders-in-Council. In accordance with the recommendations of* Sir 
Otto Niemeyer, the actual percentage and the period were fixed by 
the Government of India (Distribution of Revenues) Order, 1936. 
According to this Order the (Yntre was permitted to retain for all 
time 50 per rent, of the divisible income-tax receipts and during the 
first five years of Provincial Autonomy an additional share out of the 
remaining 50 per cent, as would make a total retention by the Centre 
of Its. 13 crores inclusive of the contribution from the Railway 
Revenues. In the second five-year period there would be a gradual 
and automatic reduction ot tin 1 amount retained by the Federation 
starting from the actual contribution made in the last year of the first 
period so that at the end of the full period of 10 years from the 
commencement of Provincial Autonomy the Provinces would !>e entitled 
to their full share of 50 per cent, allotted under section 138 of the 
Act. The relevant portion of the Distribution of the Revenues Order 
of 1930 as it stood before the amendment is as follows: — 

“(>(/) The first of the periods to be prescribed by His Majesty in 
Countvl under sub-section \2) of the said section one hundred and 
thirty-eight shall be five years from the commencement of Part III of 
the Act. and the sum to he retained by the Federation under that 
sub-section shall, in each of those years, be either the whole of the 
moneys assigned by sub-section (1) of the said section to Provinces and 
States, or such part thereof as will together with — 

(a) the Federation's share of the divisible net proceeds of the 

taxes on income for that year; and 

(b) the sum, if any, to he brought into account by the Federation 

under sub-paragraph (»?) of this paragraph (Rad way 

1 Contribution) amount to thirteen crores of rupees which- 
ever is the less. 
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• Tile amendment recently effected seeks in the first instance to delink 
the Hailway Finances from the calculation of allo^ble surplus and in 
the second place fixes the contribution to the Centre in the first 
.quinquennium at Rs. 4A crores in each year from the third to the fifth 
year as against the present variable contribution. The amendment 
comes into force retrospectively from 1st April. 1939. 

The effects of the amendment arc as follows: — 

(1) In th * first place, the contribution from the Railways to Central 
Revenues having been excluded from the basis for calculating the extent 
of retention by the Centre the benefits that the Provinces are hoping 
to get frfttu the increased prosperity of the Railways are not likely to 
accrue any more : 

(2) Secondly, from the net divisible Income-tax proceeds a fixed 
amount of Rs. M crores having been assured to the Centre during each 
of the three years 1939-40. 1940-41 and 1941-42 the share of the Pro- 
vinces in the increased yield of Income-tax revenue will be limited 
and compared to what the allocable surplus to the Provinces would 
have been under tin* old arrangement tin* surplus available under the 
new dispensation would be ver\ much less: 

(3) Thirdly, since the progressive diminution of t lie* Centre's share 
during the second five-\ear period is based on the amount appropriated 
in the last year of the first five-\eur period, the Centre will receive a 
very much larger share in the second quinquennium from 1942-43 to 
1940-47 and the corresponding loss to the Provinces will amount to a 
huge figure. 

1 would like to illustrate the above with reference to a lew actual 
ami revised figure?* available so far. li “I" represents the total pool 
of divisible Income-tax, “X" stands for the additional retention by 
the Centre, “P" the Provincial allocable surplus, and “R" is equal 
to the Railway contribution to (ieneral Revenues, then under the old 
arrangeiflhnt “X”, i.e., (he amount that would go to the Centre from 
out of the Provincial suiplus allocable to the Provinces, would lx* equal 
to 13 crores — <1/2 X R). “P", i.e., the Provincial share, would 1)6 
equal to I/2~“X”, i.e., equal to 1 '2 - 13 -i I /2 + R, or equal to 
l + R-13, provided “P" does not exceed 1/2. This is the formula. 
I am shortly going to explain to you with reference to actual facta 
how the formula works out. Under the new arrangement “R ,r doe* 
not come into the picture at all, and “P", i.e., the Provincial allocable 
surplus, is equal to 1/2 minus 4o crores, which is a flexed figure. 

Applying the above formula to the actual figures for 1937418, when 
the divisible Income-tax was Rs. 11 -55 crores and the Railway contri- 
bution * amounted to Rs. 2*83 crores, the Provincial “allocable surplus 
* under the old arrangement was Rs. 11*55 crores plu» 2*83 (that is, the 
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Bailway Contribution) minus 13 crores, which has been mentioned ds 
the total amount which the Government of India would in any case 
retain. This Iqaves 1 *38 crores as the balance available for distribu- 
tion to the Provinces. Bengal’s share being 20 per cent, of the total 
Provincial pool the amount payable to this Province was more than 
Rs. 27 lakhs. In the Red Book, I may here mention, the figure is 
slightly less. It is very difficult to find out how that figure has been 
arrived at, localise the other figures that I have quoted have all been 
taken from the statement of either of Sir Jeremy Raisman in the Central 
Legislature or the statement made by the Railway Member in present- 
ing the Railway Budget. If the new formula however was applied 
on 1937-38 figures, the total provincial allocation would afiiount to 
1 1 -56/2 minus 4*5 crores (which is a fixed figure), or equal to 1*27 
crores and Bengal’s share would he only 25 lakhs or at least 2 lakhs 
less than what was obtained under the old formula. So, the total result 
is while under the old arrangement in 1937-38 we got upwards # of 
27 lakhs, if the new arrangement was applied we would get only 
25 lakhs. At that stage the actual amount contributed by the railways 
was very small and as a consequence the exclusion in t he subsequent 
^railway and income-tax collections did not have any effect on the 
increase of provincial surplus at that period. 

Taking 1939-40 figures when the divisible income-tax stands under 
revised estimate at Rs. 13*70 crores and railway contribution to General 
Revenues is estimated at 3*61 crores the total provincial allocation, 
together with an arrear of Rs. 41 lakhs for 1938-39 as mentioned in 
Sir Jeremy Raisman's speech would amount to Rs. 4*08 crores, whereby 
the contribution receivable by Bengal would be about Rs. 94 lakhs. 
You might remember, Sir, that while speaking on the general budget 
discussion our Deputy Leader mentioned that in case the revision of 
Otto Niemeyer Reward did not take place Beugal would have received 
nearly a crore of rupees instead of merely half a erore which at the 
present moment Bengal is likely to receive. Under the new formula 
Bengal’s share is reduced by nearly Rs. 40 lakhs as follows: — 

Bengal would la* now receiving 13*76 2 minus 4*50 crores (which 
is a fixed contribution that would go to the Centre) divided by 5 
(which will he Bengal’s share), i.e., Rs. 55 lakhs. 

It. is highly regrettable that when Bengal is suffering from the 
burdens of a deficit budget for two succesvsive years proper attempts 
hate not heeu made to see that in course of the amendments that have 
been brought into effect the legitimate dues of this provinoe may not 
be encroached upon. 

The reoanfc amendments in the Order-in-Council of 1986 base/ on 
Sir Otto &teol6y*r’s Award have not only been effected* in ill indment 
hurry, cutting at the very root of the much vfcunted Provincial 
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Autonomy and financial freedom c»f the Provinces, but in some* 
respects it appears that Mio authors of these amendments have not 
placed all relevant facts properly before the Parliament and before* 
the public. On the 15th of February when the amendments were 
tinder discussion in the House of Commons it was stated that tfhe neir 
formula would secure to the Provinces half as much again as the 
estimates made under the old formula for the current year. As I hav<r 
demonstrated above, this statement is positively untrue, misleading 
and unfair. In India also. Hon’ble Sir Jerenn ltaisman, the 
Finance Member, while introducing* his Budget for 1940-41 in the 
Central Legislature sought to justify the alteration in the Niemeyer 
formula 4>y his reference to the complete change in tihe financial 
situation brought about by the \\ ar and stated that according to the 
revised formula now adopted tin* share of the provinces on account 
of the current year will increase* to Ks. 2 <bS crores and with the 
arrears (it IN. 41 lakhs due tor lMdS-M, the amount for distribution 
to the provinces at the end of Match, 1940, will amount to Its, 2*49* 
crores. With all respect to the Mon'hle the Finance Member for India 
I submit tihat this statement of his also suppresses the real position 
and misleads the public to feel that a larger allocation is likely to 
accrue to the Provinces. 


‘ Sir, l would not like to anticipate tin* aiguments of m> honourable 
friend Mr. N. It. Sarker and I must leave him to amplify his points* 
which he has indicated in his resolution. I would only like to 
emphasise that the recent amendment in the Distribution of Revenues 
Order, 19:10, has cut at the very root of Provincial Autonomy, has 
thrown into uncertainty and instability the courses of Provincial 
finance thereby making it impossible for us to undertake tiny schemfr 
of nation-building involving a long and expensive process of work, 
has prevented Bengal from obtaining the benefits of improved income- 
tax receipts and better earnings of the railways when such improve- 
ments are visible, and is likely to compel the provinces to take recourse 
to much detested measure of taxation within the provincial sphere. 


Sir. it is very regrettable that the Government of India would like* 
to shirk the responsibility of taxation themselves and would compel 
the Provincial Governments which at the present moment am 
representative and enjoy a degree of autonomy to take recourse to 
taxation within the limited sphere of their provincial item*. I am 
prepared to recognise some amount of difficulties created by the War, 
but I fail to* understand the merit of the policy w hich will spare thn 
Centre from embarking on measures of taxation and loans for meeting 
its ^extraordinary commitments and will compel the Province* to take* 
meawjie te various small and inelastic measures of direct and mdireet 
tnntion. 
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There is another baneful effect of the new amendment which "I 
very much apprehend. The delinking of the Railways from the 
calculation of allocable Provincial surplus will, I am afraid, only go 
to accentuate the harmful effects that were noticed for some time past 
in the sphere of Rail-Road competition. As the Provincial Govern- 
ments henceforward will cease to have any interest in the prosperity 
of the Railways there is no reason why they should not direct 
increasing attention to the development of motor traffic and the 
construction of competitive roads, us in various wavs the motors are 
likely to yield better revenues to the Provinces. In fact, Sir, the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy will bear me out that one of the 
reasons which were put forward some time ago in the Central transport 
Advisory Council meeting that the Provinces should co-operate with 
the Centre in affording some amount of relief to the Railways in regard 
to Rail-Road competition — one argument then put forward was that 
any improvement in the Railway finances would automatically give 
some amount of relief to the Provinces in the larger share of income- 
tax. That position is going to he reversed now. 

Sir, the effects of the recent amendments will not remain confined 
merely to the current year or the years immediately following. In 
view r of the change in the basis of the Centre's retention, considerably 
large amounts will be retained by the Centre during the second five 
years of the period referred to in the Ordcr-in-Council of 1Mb. From 
all calculations the maximum amount that the Centre would be 
entitled to retain out of the Provincial share of •’>() per cent, in the 
last year of the first five year period under the old arrangement would 
be a very small figure, hardly exceeding Rv l crore, whereas under 
the new arrangement the second five-year period jumps off from a fixed 
contribution of Rs. 4} erores. This, I submit, is manifestly unfair 
and 1 am afraid will render man\ of our schemes for nation-building 
work impossible. 

It is reported that the Provincial Government* had appreciated 
the difficulties occasioned in the financial system by the outbreak of 
the War and accepted t he new formula. While replying to a question 
asked by Lord Snell on February, ‘^7, in the House of Lords, Lord 
Zetland is reported to have stated that the Provincial Governments 
were consulted in the matter. Lord Zetland observed that one would 
have expected that the whole Provincial Governments would as one 
have raised their voice in opposition but somewhat to his astonishment 
that was not so. We would like to have in this connection a full and 
frank statement of facts as to what position the Government of Bengal 
took in the matter. Kir, I here submit that on that occasion, so 
far as I remember, — it was towards the end of November or the middle 
of December — this matter might have been referred to the Government 
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of Bengal; it was not the present Finance Minister but his 
predecessor who was in office. I do not know if Mr. Sarker seeks 
to atone for* his past sin by moving u resolution to-night. Let him 
.frankly tell us what attitude he and his Government took in the 
‘matter, and why was it that such an important matter was not brought 
before the House for the opinion of the representatives of the people 
before Government committed itself to any course whatever. Sir, this 
is a rather serious question involving not only the fortunes of the 
Province in the current year and the year* immediately following but 
the financial solvency of the Province for a pretty long time. It is 
rumoured that the Government of Bengal, particularly the Finance 
Secretarf, had practically acquiesced in the proposal for delinking the 
Railways and had requested the preservation of a modest amount of 
Rs. d crores as the allocable Provincial surplus which would satisfy 
the Government of Bengal. 1 demand an explanation in the name 
of the members of the House and in the name of the people of Bengal 
and I urge with all the emphasis that 1 can command that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal may yet make ample amends to atone for the sins of 
omission and rommission that they have done in this eonnection so far. 

I trust that m\ motion will he accepted without nnv opposition. 

Sir. 1 n»a\ now la* permitted to go over the resolutions given notice 
of by our esteemed colleague Mr N. H. Sarker and the Hon'ble 
Mr. Suhruwardy. I am glad that the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy 
has seen the mischief that would he created h\ the resolution that he 
proposed to move and he has now withdrawn his intention to move it. 
But so far as the motion of Mr. Sarker is concerned, 1 have got one 
or two observations to make. I have no quarrel with the position 
taken up by Mr. Sarker. So tar as ni\ motion goes, I have kept it 
delightfully vague. Mv proposal is for Government to take any 
measure and to have different kinds of opportunities to enter into 
negotiations either with the Government of India or His Majesty’s 
Government at Home or with other suitable authorities and through 
differenf machineries. But so far as Mr. Sarker is concerned, he 
conceives of only one method, namely, the procedure of presenting an 
address through His Excellency the Governor to His Majesty in 
Council. I would leave it to the House to decide which of the two 
courses is better. If the House thinks that Mr. Sarker’s resolution 
would be more acceptable to the House in the interest of unity and 
in the interest of unanimity, 1 would most gladly withdraw my 
motion, but would like first of all to see in what respects Mr. Sarker 
claims that his motion is an improvement on the motion tabled by my 
humbleself. When I gave notice of my motion — it was on the 22nd 
February — I wanted to keep the thing pretty open and I wanted 
definitely to state that the excess profits tax must also be included in 
the allocable income-tax. That I mentioned in my motion also. I 
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hope that when Mr. Sarker will have his motion placed before the 
House, he will make it clear if he also concefves of a similar position 
of not permitting any interpretation to be put on income-tax so that 
the excess profits tax may be kept out of account in the allocation of 
provincial surplus for years to come. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance 
of the House. (Loud cheers from the Opposition Benches.) 

Motion of address to the Governor under rule 117 of the Bengal Legis- 
lative Assembly Procedure Rules. 

Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Sir, I beg to move that this 
Assembly is of opinion that an humble address be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor through the Hon 'hie the Speaker for com- 
munication to His Mnjcsl \-in-( 'ouiicil praying that His Majesty-in- 
Council be graciously pleased to revoke the recent amendment to the 
Government of India (Distribution of Revenues) Order, 1 93fi, and to 
restore the status quo ante for the following considerations and rea- 
sons : — 

(1) The Government of India Act, 193.'). recognised the claim of 
the Provinces to half the share of the distributable pool of income- 
tax; but, as the Railways were not making their proper contribution to 
the Gen trill Revenue, the Government of India (Distribution of Reve- 
nues) Order, I !)*{(», authorised the (’mitral Government to appropriate to 
themselves as much out of the piovinciul share of the income-tax as 
would together with the railway contribution and the Central share of 
the income-tax make up Rs. 13 crorcs a year. It was clearly contem- 
plated in this arrangement that any increase in railway contribution to 
the Central Revenue would release a corresponding amount from the 
provincial shun* of income-tax so long appropriated by the Centre to 
make up its deficiency. And it was, indeed, declared that it would 
give the province a salutary stake in the railway finances. Affording 
to this arrangement, the provinces have so long gone without the bulk 
of their share of income-tux and their lo>s was the gain of the Centre 
who thus were able to make up the deficiency in the normal contribution 
from the railways. As soon as railway earnings showed a tendency to 
increase and the provinces were looking forward to their share of the 
income-tax being released from appropriation by the Centre, the Gov- 
ernment of India (Distribution of Revenues) Order, 193(i, has been 
changed to authorise the Central Government to appropriate for them- 
selves a fixed sum of as much as 4J crores of rupees a year out of the 
provincial share independently of any increase in railway contriljutidtia, 

(2) This province, it may be recalled, was moat unfairly} treated 
under the old Meston Settlement. This settlement has bad a verj 
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deleterious effect on the finances of the provinces. Compared to other 
provinces, this province *ould do very little in the way of undertaking 
schemes of mass amelioration. On the other hand, fresh taxation and 
severe retrenchment had to he resorted to. This retrenchment was of 
*an order which few of the other provinces even after the introduction of 
provincial autonomy has given effect to. But in spite of these drastic 
measures, the provincial budget could not be balanced without the aid 
of subventions from the Central Exchequer. 

(3) The adoption of the Niemeyer Award had in some measure 
restored financial justice to this province, and it was looking forward 
to obtaining some relict under this new settlement. The unsettlement 
of this \ward again after little over two years after its adoption will 
seriously affect its finances. 

(4) Tliis province has had two deficit budgets in succession and has 
not been able to take up tor want oi funds comprehensive schemes in 
connection witn rural water-supph , public health and education, which 
it is urgently ncres.su r\ to earn through with a view to improve the 
condition of the masses. The Government of India, on the other hand, 
are eomparutiveh more eomfortabh placed. The sources ot revenue 
available to the provinces arc inelastic while the sources avuiluble to 
the Central Government are elastic and have actually expanded during 
the \ ear. 

(')) The permanency ot the financial arrangements as between the 
provinces and the Centre is essential to foster tin* sense of responsibility 
and ensure the success of provincial autonomy. To disturb the arrange- 
ments on t he first occasion which seemed to mark a turn in favour of 
the provinces, undermines the foundation of responsibility and is bound 
to nullify the effect of provincial autonomy. 

Sir, I first want to dispose of a few points raised by I)r. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal. 

I am very sorry, Sir, that Dr. Sanyal has thought fit to criticise the 
Finance Secretary in connection with the Bengal Government's opinion 
about the subject-matter of this resolution. It is not the opinion of 
the Secretary but the opinion of the Ministry. Secretaries' opinions 
are often confidential and are not discussed. They are merely 
advisers to the Ministers who alone are responsible for the decision*. 
Dr. Sanyal has also brought me personally into the picture and has 
said that I gave notice of this motion in order to atone for my past 
sin. I cannot disclose things that happened during my incumbency 
of office, but this mudh I can say to him that care or concern for 
Bengal's financial strength is not his monopoly alone. (Ijaughter.) 

I* congratulate my honourable friend, the present Finance 
Minister, for withdrawing his amendment of which he had given 
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notice. I am sure, Sir, that by his action he has done a great service 
to this province. Though we have begun tWs resolution after dinner 
still I would like to say whatever I have got to say in a -serious mood 
and not in a light-hearted w T av. 

Sir, through your kind courtesy I have already had a memorandum 
circulated explaining the technical aspect of the problem, namely, 
what tihe Otto Niemeyer Award is, # what changes have been introduced 
(by the recent amendment arid what will be its effect on our finances 
generally. From the facts I have supplied in the memorandum it can 
he seen that, due to the recent changes, the province of Bengal alone 
will lose about 40 lakhs of rupees during the eurrent year and 86 lakhs 
of rupees in the year 1040-41 and 90 lakhs in the year 1941-42, that 
is the end of the first quinquennium. In the next quinquennium the 
loss due to the present change will probably be over 2j crores; thus the 
total loss would he from now till the end of the 10th year about rupees 
4£ crores for the province of Bengal alone. The fixed amount of 
Its. 4J crores per annum for the next three years starting from the 
current year is said to have been decided upon on the basis of the 

average of the actual figures for tbe last three years, which we are 

told are in the neighbourhood of 41 crores But there is a snag in 
it, for what meets the eye is not the entire loss. Because of the amount 
being fixed at Rs. 4A crores for the rest of the first quinquennium, 
the provinces, during the next quinquennium, would be required to 
pay out of their share much more than they would normally have 
paid; and it is quite possible that it matters were allowed to take 
their normal course, the provincial share might never have had to be 
subjected to any deduction at all in the second quinquennium. S’o 
that the net amount of loss that we get from the circumstances as now 

exist is albout 4A crores to Bengal alone if the change made in the 

Awuird is allowed to stand. But I need not here say anything more 
on the technical aspect of the problem. I will now devote myself to a 
critical examination of the reasons adduced by Sir Jeremy Raisman 
on behalf of the Government of India in defence of tihe recen* change 
unde in the Niemeyer Order-in-Cmmril. 

Sir, the argument advuuced by Sir Jeremy Raisman on behalf of 
the Government of India in support of the amendment was briefly 
this. The framers of the ('oust it ut ion, he says, revealed great 
anxiety to Safeguard the financial stability of the Centre. As 
evidence of this Sir Jeremy mentions that the Constitution allowed 
the Centre a period of ten years, constituted of two periods of 5 years 
each; within this ten-year period the Centre was to adjust itself to the 
devolution of the revenue by which provinces are ultimately to receive 
a full 50 per cent. of the income-tax, and further, that under section 
188(£), the Government of India Act also provides that if an emergency 
should arise during the second quinquennium the Governor-tJeneral 
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wpuld have discretionary power to arrest further devolution of income- 
tax for a period longer than ten years. That the framers of the 
Cohstitution as well as Sir Otto Niemeyer were genuinely anxious 
to safeguard tihe financial stability of the Centre is an admitted fact, 
on which nobody would quarrel with Sir Jeremy. But the point on 
which one feels inclined to join issue with him is this: what they 
in their admitted anxiety for the financial stability of the Centro 
provided in the Niemeyer Award represents the highest or maximum 
of safeguards in the interest of the Centre and there could be no 
justification for over-stepping even that highest limit. The Joint. 
Parliamentary Committee had recommended that the share of the 
province^ should he not less than 50 per -cent, and not more than 75 
per cent. The Nienie\er Award, it will therefore be seen, put the 
provincial *dmiv at the minimum «>i the scale recommended by the 
Joint Committee. 

Sir Jeremy further holds that the devolution of the full amount, 
namely, 50 per cent, of the income-tax. cannot take* place till after 
thu expiry oi ten years from the date ot the inauguration of Provincial 
Autonomy He is *o ob-c^ed with the idea »»t the rigidity of the 
ten-year period that he believes, it would appear from his statements, 
that if a situation were to arise in which under the original Niemeyer 
Ordei -in-Council the provinces might have a chance of obtaining tiheir 
full share before the expiration ot ten years, hi* would he justified in 
taking measures to correct the situation w'ith a view to preventing the 
provinces from getting the full share before t h »* ten-year period. This 
is what he said in the Central Assembly : 

♦ 

“We are faced with a situation in which it w’us by no means 
impossible tthat on the Niemeyer formula one-half of the divisible 
income-tax would fall to be distributed to the provinces from the 
third or fourth year of the ten-year ]x*rind and that the whole scheme 
which tbe framers of the Constitution had drawn up in order to enable 
the Centre to adjust itself to the devolution of income-tax was to be 
swept away in tthe course of a lew months. I claim v Sir, that is a 
situation which on any reasonable view was bound to be corrected." 

That is what Sir Jeremy said. But Sir JeremyN contention can 
hardly be accepted; for it is quite clear from Sir Otto Niemeyer’s Report 
that the period was fixed at ten years, not because there was any 
inherent sanctity about a ten-year period, but the period was made long 
enough to provide for uncertainty in regard to the progress of Central 
revfnues in future. In making the period long it was expected that 
within*this period, in any case, the Centre would be able to adjust itself 
. completely to the situation. Sir Otto Niemeyer definitely laid it dowa 
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that his scheme was not governed by any rigid time or schedule, but 
by the happening of certain events. To quote his own words: — . 

“It will be preferable to base the amounts to be withheld not so 
much on specific but entirely conjectural dates, but on the realisation 
of certain concrete events. The power of the Central Government to 
surrender a share of its revenues will, in fact, depend largely on the 
•extent to which its main expansive revenue head, viz., income-tax, 
progresses and on the extent "to which the Railways move towards attain- 
ing a surplus.” 

That an earlier devolution of the full amount of the provincial share 
ihad all along been contemplated by Sir Otto can very well be 
demonstrated by various other observations made by him in his Report. 
For example, in reference to super-tax in paragraph 31(/) he says: — 

“if the remaining surcharge were maintained, it will materially 
contribute to the early receipt by the provinces of additional 
resources.” 

Any doubt of Sir Otto’s intentions will be laid completely at leaf by 
the following leeommendntion he made in regard to the amount to be 
.retained under section 138(2) tor the second quinquennium. This 
amount, he said, should be — 

“for a second period of 5 years, in the first \eni five-sixth of the 
sum, if any, retained in the last year of the first period, etc.” 

The words “if any” conclusively demonstrate that Sir Otto Niemeyer 
did not conceive a period of ten yeuis as the irreducible minimum which 
must, elapse before the provinces could obtain their full share of the 
income-tax. It will become clear to any I tody who peruses Sir Otto’s 
Report that he considered, under the circumstances and conditions 
obtaining at the time of his investigations, u period of ten years a 
reasonable period at the end of which the provinces might be expected 
to obtain their full share of the income-tax. But nowherf does he 
suggest that if the conditions as suggested by the concrete facts to 
which he refers are fulfilled before the expiry of ten years, the provinces 
will apt even then receive the full quota of their share at an earlier 
date. , 

1 may also Mention, Sir, that anxious as Sir Otto Niemeyer was to 
safeguard the financial stability of the Centre, he was no less solicitous 
of the needs of the provinces. lie himself writes in paragraph 2T of 
diis Report that — 

“having regard to the obvious future needs of the province® and in 
order to maintain a reasonable adjustment of relative bufdeus 
between the various units, it is clearly very desirable that 
the maximum practicable distribution should 1 lie achieved.” 
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. In support of the amendment, Sir Jeremy Raiaman next adduces 
the argument that circumstances have now completely changed and in 
the emergency now created a change in the Niemeyer Award as has been 
effected was justified. To quote Sir Jeremy's words: — 

“The circumstances have changed completely and claim that they 
have changed in a manner which Sir Otto Niemeyer could not have been 
expected to foresee.” I would like to submit, Sir, that this is not a 
fair statement of the situation in which Sir Otto Niemeyer submitted 
his report. He came here in 19**15 and he must have known that in 
certain years in the past, e g., in 19‘10-dl and 1991-32, the Central 
budget revealed a deficit of ovei Rs. 11 crores each year. In making 
his recoi#mendations there tore lie could not possibly have failed to 
take into account such contingencies in regard to the finances of the 
Centre. Further, the international situation was not very peaceful 
either. There were troubles in Abyssinia and Spain, Germany had 
remilitarised the Rhineland and War even then was not an unlikely 
possibility. Sir Otto Niemeyer must have given serious thoughts to all 
these problems and possibilities before lie formulated his recommenda- 
tions. I cannot, therefore. Sir, agree with Sir Jeremy Raisnmn that 
the circumstances have now changed so radically as to completely vitiate 
the basis of Sir Otto's formula. On the contrary, it seems to me, 
Sir, that Sir Jeremy has been unduly severe on the provinces. I may 
recall in this connection that during the last war, the Governments of 
the United States of Aineiica and some of the Dominions like Australia, 
Canada and South Africa which had to shoulder the burden of a much 
heavier defence expenditure than Sir Jeremy has or will have to, did 
not reduce the subsidies 01 subventions which under their respective 
constitutions they are to the States or the provinces. In certain cases, 
these were even increased. To submit the provinces in India to fresh 
sacrifices which they can ill afford to make on the plea of war 
emergency such as it is at present appears to me therefore as unjustified 
as it is ungraceful. 

Let fae, Sir. examine for a moment what the Centre gains by this 
amendment of the Niemeyer Order in Council. The deduction for the 
current year of about. Rs. 2 crores lias already been made. I a the next 
two years, over which the war it is at present assumed will last, the 
Centre will obtain another Rs. 9 crores. Now, Sir, are we to believe 
that the stability of the Central Finances will be serWhsly endangered 
if the provinces were not mulcted of this Rs. 11 crores? The Central 
Budget does not reveal any such possibility. Further, if necessary, the 
Government of India should make every effort to retrench administra- 
tive coat as well as to tap fresh sources of revenue. It is well-knowai 
how all the provinces have drastically retrenched the cost of adminis- 
tration and are ceaselessly engaged in exploring fresh avenues of 
income. Almost every province has during the last two years enactod 
6 . 



06 MOTION OF ADDRESS, ’ [I3th Max., 

various measures of taxation, small provinces like Bihar, N. W. JF. 
province and Sind not excepted Can we ssfy the same of the Centre? 
I am afraid not. Salaries have probably been increased instead of being 
retrenched. Many of the avenues of taxation are elastic and it can- 
not be said that the Centre has tapped these fully yet. The full effect 
of many of its recent taxes again are not yet discernible. The Central 
Government have by no means been reduced to extreme straits. And 
there is always the scope of raising money in the last resort by means 
of loans. Before, Sir, the Central Government will upon the provinces 
to make onerous sacrifices and before they repudiate what may be 
regarded as a virtual contract made with the provinces under the 
Niemeyer Award, they must demonstrate that they have left, no stone 
unturned to meet the situation with which they have been confronted. 
This they have not done, It may be pertinent to observe in this con- 
nection that these were the very conditions imposed on the Bengal 
Government,, namely, retrenchment, to the maximum possible extent and 
the imposition of fresh taxes — in order that they might claim the 
advantages granted to them under the Niemeyer Award, and these 
conditions the Bengal Government also actually fulfilled. I fail 
therefore to find any valid ground or justification for altering the 
Niemeyer Order-in-Oouncil, the effect of which is to deprive the 
provinces of their legitimate dues. 

Another argument advanced by Sir Jeremy Ruisman is that since 
the Central Government have to bear the burden of defence expendi- 
ture, and since income-tax receipts are expected to increase us a 
result of conditions created by the war, it is but meet and proper that 
the provinces should not get their due share of this increased yield 
from income-tax. 

The argument, I am afraid, contains a basic fallacy. Where under 
a federal scheme of Government the resources as well as the functions of 
the Centre and the Provinces are marked and specified, the entire ex- 
penses for the functions of the Centre must be met out of its owU 
revenues; to encroach upon the provincial share of revenues bk*ause the 
defence or any other expenditure of the Central Government had 
increased was neither logical nor legitimate. Defence is a function of 
the Centre, and defence does not mean peace-time defence only, but 
defence on all occasions whether in peace or in war, and it must be a 
charge on the Central revenues entirely. The arguments that because 
it is the Centre which undertakes the war expenditure, any increased 
Aftcome arising out of the war must also go to the Centre is hardly 
tenable \jnder a federal scheme of Government. Logically pushed, this 
argument must land us in extremely incongruous situations. For 
example, if a Provincial Government were to give a push to industry, 
this would probably be reflected in the fiscal sphere m an increase in 
income-tax receipts and possibly a rise in certain items of customs 
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revenue; or again, if a province launched upon a vigorous road develop- 
ment policy, railway earnings were likely to increase. Would it be 
logical for the Provincial Government in such circumstances — and 
.would they he heard if they made a claim for a share of this increased 
income-tax receipts or railway earnings on the ground that they had to 
spend more for industry or on roads P 

Further, how can one prove that the improvement in income-tax 
is due entirely to the war situation? Such increased revenue from 
income-tax was to he expected as was admitted, by Sir James Grigg, 
in his Budget speech of Hh‘W-40, as a result of the amendment of then 
Income-tfix Act and the introduction of the slab system, nnd this 
increase should not hi* attributed to war conditions. Even before the 
war, business conditions had improved, profits had incresed and were 
increasing with the result that the tax-yield therefrom was also grow- 
ing. Such normal increase should not be attributed to war conditions. 

Moreover, those sources of income-tax which come into the provin- 
cial pool, for example, salaries, income from investments and from 
real properties, etc., would not, in the main, receive a fillip due to 
the war. in some cases they are rather likely to suffer a decline. It is 
only the income from business which may he expected to show an 
increase as a result of the war. But even here the largest slice of the 
tax on business incomes — namely the income from business conducted 
by companies — would be receivable in toto by tbe Centre. It follows, 
therefore, that only a very small portion of the actual increased yield 
from income-tax as a result of war conditions can fall to he distributed 
to the provinces. Even in this restricted sphere, fifty per cent, of the 
increased yield, if any, would, in the normal course, go to the Centre 
in any case. If for such a small thing as this the very basis of the 
financial arrangements with the provinces is subjected to an alteration, 
could that inspire the confidence of the provinces? 

• 

It can also serve only to create serious misapprehensions among 
the provinces whe^ they find that only bv a stroke of the peri the Centre 
can change the Niemeyer Award which was the result of such careful 
investigation, elaborate consultations and meticulous sifting and weigh- 
ing of facts. It may be that technically the province* were consulted 
about the amendment, but I do maintain that the decision of the Central 
Government in this matter, which so profoundly affects the provincial 
governments, is to all intemts and purposes e.r parte. In the majority 
of the provinces the popular ministries have given up office; and the 
administration is in the charge of the Services. To choose a time when 
the full voice of tbe popular representatives of the country could not 
be heanl is, to put it mildly, exploiting tbe misfortune of the province* 
‘for the benefit of the Centre. 
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On a careful examination of Sir Jeremy’s arguments in support of 
the recent alteration of the Niemeyer formula what emerges as crystal 
clear is this: that Sir Jeremy was more concerned with depriving 
the provinces of their legitimate dues than with the exigencies of war 
finance such as they are up till now. As both income-tax receipts and 
the railway contribution to general revenues began to show distinct 
signs of improvement with the result that it became evident that the 
conditions laid down by Sir Otto Niemeyer would soon be fulfilled and 
the provinces would then receive the full quota of their share of the 
divisible income-tax pool, the Government of India, it appears, lost 
no time in instituting measures to deprive the provinces of this benefit. 

I am sorry to have to say that for some time past, the Centra has been 
evincing a tendency to curb the Provinces, particularly in financial 
sphere. Its attitude in connection with the Central Provinces Petrol 
Sales Tax and the limitation of the Employment and Professional Tax 
are examples of this tendency. The recent amendment of the Niemeyer 
Order-in-Couneil is yet another glaring example of the same attitude 
of mind on the part of the Government of India. In the face of all 
these, we yet delude ourselves into believing that real Autonomy has 
come to the Provinces and we yet hope that on the basis of the Govern- 
ment. of India Act of 1935, w'e shall obtain Dominion Status of the 
Statute of Westminister variety! 

Sir, with these words, 1 commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

One fact I forgot to mention. I)r. Nalinaksha Sanyal asked me 
why I put the resolution in the form in which 1 have moved it. My 
reason, Sir, is this that section 142 of the Government of India Act, 

1 93f> , gives indications as to how* a change in an Order-iu-Couneil is to 
be attempted. That is why 1 have moved for presentation of an ajddreas 
to His Excellency through you, Sir. I hope the motion I have moved 
will be unanimously accepted In the House. For obvious reasons I 
have made it a little lengthy, which is not usual in regard to the word- 
ings of a motion. 

Dr. 8URE8H OHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, may I move my 
amendment P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am doubtful whether your amendment is in 
order, I understand the spirit which is behind your amendment. 
Technically speaking, section 138 of the Government of India Act does 
not recognise a fixed percentage but a prescribed percentage. ' 

However, your amendment is incomplete for the reason "that the 
main intention of Mr. Sarker is to say that this Government or the 
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Provinces have a right unjler the Government of India Act read with the 
Order-in-Council to a share of 50 per cent. You merely say “a 
percentage” without showing it. 

These are the difficulties with your amendment, I think) 
Mr. Barker’s motion is much better because by some interpretation it 
can be interpreted as coming under the Government of India Act read 
with the Order-in-Couneil. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I think it would be much 
better if Mr. Sarker’s resolution is amended by adding the worda 
“read w^th the Order-in-Council” after the words “Government of 
India Act, 1935”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 was also going to suggest that. 

Mr. MALI Nl RANJAN SARKER: Sir, I do not exactly follow 
where the new expression is proposed to be put in. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In the second paragraph, about the 8th line from 
the beginning. 

In any case, Mr. Miles, you may speak now. 

Mr. C. W. MILES: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before discussing the merits 
and demerits of the revision of the Award, I would like to say that we 
of this Group are in entire sympathy with the Government in their 
endeavours to huve a fair division of the Income-Tax receipts between 
the Centre and the Provinces, and we have endeavoured to form our 
viewfe impartially bearing in mind the principles on which the Award 
was made and present day conditions. 

The ultimate aim of the Niemeyer Award, Sir, was to effect in 10 
years aif equal division of Income-Tax between the Centre and the 
Provinces. 

In order to protect Central finances in the transitory period, it wai 
arranged thht for the first five years, the Centre should receive Rs. 13 
cro res minimum comprising half Tneome-Tax receipts, the Railway 
contributions and the balance from the Provincial half of Income-Tax. 
After the first five years, the Provincial share would be gradually 
increased until at the end of 10 years, a fifty fifty basis was established. 
This was, of course, planned on a peace time basis and now an alter- 
ation has been effected for the years 1939-40, 1940-41 and 1941-42. 
We are convinced that some revision is now imperative and that the 
Central finances must he protected, otherwise the whole financial 
1 structure of India including the Provinces is^ jeopardised. In* other 



70 


MOTION OF ADDRfesS., ' [13th Max., 

words, we are strongly of opinion that the Centre should not be 
embarrassed in their war effort %iid that any revision should be subject 
to the war needs of India as a whole. 

The amendment has the effect of removing Railway contributions 
from the calculations, with which we agree — as the Railway policy is 
to build up its sadly depleted reserves in a time of prosperity. 

We then come to the retention of Rs. 4 ’50 crores by the Centre out 
of the Provincial half share of Income-Tax receipts. 

We have heard from Mr. Sarker that comparing the two bases, in 
1939-40, the Provinces would have received Rs. 4 37 crores, instead of 
that, they will receive Rs. 2-38 crores. Again, in 1940-41, tlfby would 
have received Rs. 7 *30 crores, instead of that, they are due to receive pro- 
bably Rs. 3 crores. It must, however, be noticed that the Provincial 
share for 1939-40 amounting to Rs. 2 ‘38 crores is an increase of Rs. 60 
lakhs on the Budget estimate for 1939-40 and the estimated Provincial 
share for 1940-41 of Rs. 3 crores is an increase of Rs. 62 lakhs on the 
figure for 1939-40. It is not true, therefore, to say that the Provinces 
will receive under the new arrangement no share in the increased 
revenues. It will be seen that as far as 1939-40 is concerned, the 
Provinces do not get roughly Rs. 2 crores — they do not lose but they 
do not get it — which is severe enough, but for 1940-41, the figure 
amounts to Rs. 4 30 crores which must be a disappointment — a bitter 
disappointment. The largely enhanced figure, however, is mainly due 
to the greater Railway contributions, which are Rs. 301 crores in 
1939-40 and Rs. 5 *30 crores in 1940-41. 

We feel, Sir, that in the present circumstances, the Centre is entitled 
to and requires a large proportion of increased receipts accruing from 
War conditions and as has been previously mentioned, we have no 
objection to the Centre retaining the Railway contributions. Income- 
Tax receipts, however, are entirely on a different footing. These are 
estimated at Rs. 13 -76 crores in 1939-40 and Rs. 15 crores iq 194041. 
Inasmuch as the Excess Profits Tax is a prior charge before Income- 
Tax, it muy be said that any increase in Income-Tax receipts is a normal 
increase, hut we feel that this may not be entirely true. Certainly the 
increase for 1939-40, which is based on the year 1938, so far as trade 
is concerned, cannot be considered as entirely due to War conditions. 
(The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy : None at all.) We consider 
in these circumstances that the distribution between the Centre and the 
Provinces by the retention of Rs. 4 :50 crores is inequitable, and that 
the Provinces can rightly claim a greater share of the Income-Tax 
receipts. We fully recognise that anything taken from the Centre 
has probably to be made up by increased taxation; equally we know 
that we have been threatened with increased taxation in Bengal owing 
to a deficit Budget, Nevertheless, we feel that the Centre have driven 
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a Hard bargain and in addition have been extremely conservative in their 
1939-40 Revised Estimates and their 1940-41 Budget. In these oir- 
cumstances, we consider that the Provinces are entitled to benefit from 
any normal increase in Income-Tax receipts when circumstances permit, 
and therefore, there may be a case for some modification in the revision 
of the Award. Whatever modification is obtained, we feel, should 
remain for three years. This suggestion is made having regard to the 
current income-tax receipts which for the years 1938-39 to 1940-41 show 
a steady increase. They start in 1938-39 with 13 crores 10 lakhs actual; 
in 1939-40 with a revised estimate of 13 crores 70 lakhs aud in 1940-41 
with an estimate of 1 o crores. T may say. Sir, that 1938-39 actuals 
were considerably in excess of the revised estimate and we hope that 
this will be the case in 1939-40. We agree with Mr. Sarker that there 
is a case for more favourable treatment for the Provinces, but we submit 
that the status quo is impracticable. If we cannot go to the limit of 
his amendment, we can at least join in an effort to obtain a revision. 
But 1 must again on behalf of this Group stress that the Centre’s war 
requirements are in our opinion of paramount importance. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : Do you support my motion, then? 

Mr. C. W. MILE8: No. (Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 am 
afraid I am at a disadvantage inasmuch as 1 have not a prepared speech 
before me to deliver before this House. Sir, when 1 tabled my amend- 
ment, it was with a view to keep the discussion within practical limits, 
so that in the consideration of this very complex and extremely import- 
ant problem we should take note of the practicalities of the 
situation and frame our resolution in accordance with what we 
may hope to achieve. Sir, 1 have considerable sympathy with both 
the motions — that of Dr. Sanyal as well as of Mr. Sarker — and I will 
support tfie spirit underlying both. There are certain defects in both 
of them which it will be my most unpleasant duty to point to the House. 
Perhaps Sir, Dr. Sanyal’s motion gives more latitude for interpretation, 
but in its turn it is so vague that it leads us nowhere in particular. 
Mr. Sarker’s motion is so definite that if there is any other way out of 
tbe present tm passe it leaves no room to us to explore thaf*avenue. Sir, 
I leave these two honourable gentlemen to fight it out amongst them- 
selves us to who should give way before the other. For myself, Sir, 
•I support the spirit underlying both the motions (laughter) and will 
forward the speeches and the delate to proper quarters for considera- 
tion.* 

Sir,*a view has been expressed that it is advisable to place your 
ease high, so that there may be room for bargaining. I do not 8gree 
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with that view, Sir. No responsible Goveriynent ought to adopt that 
attitude. We ought to look at things from a practical point of view 
and if we are certain that the situation has changed to such an extent 
that we cannot be put back to the position which existed before the 
Order-in-Council was amended, it is no use asking that we should 
forget what has taken place and revoke the present Order-in-Council 
and adopt the Niemeyer Award. 


Sir, I am glad to realise that Mr. Sarker has realised that there is 
a war on. There was no indication of that in the resolution which he 
tabled before the House. Sir, his resolution is of very great impor- 
tance. It points out certain very salient facts. The fact that this 
province has been dealt with in a most niggardly manner by the 
Menton Award, that it lias not been able to develop its beneficent acti- 
vities, that it has gone in for retrenchment far in excess of any under- 
taken by any other province, that we have burdened ourselves with 
taxation in order to meet our deficit, these are pointed out most ably 
in the resolution and, Sir, it is time that when amendments of Order- 
in-Council are considered the manner in which Bengal has been finan- 
cially treated before and even at the present moment should not be 
lost sight of. But I fail to find, Sir, any appreciation in that resolu- 
tion of the fact that the amended award has already brought about at 
alteration in financial adjustments. Almost coincident with th< 
amendment of the Order-in-Council the Bailway Member in the Railway 
Budget has announced the imposition of further charges and taxafior 
in resjMH’t of freight and of passenger traffic. It is clear, Sir, that tin 
Centre would never have placed this further surcharge if it was no 
confident that it would get the benefit of it. It would not increase tin 
railway earnings if the benefit of those railway earnings were to tfc<;nu 
almost wholly to the provinces. We are therefore, Sir, faced witl 
the position that the railway earnings have been increased by a specie 
of taxation from the Centre which have been ini|>osed thereon for tin 
benefit of the Centre and it would 1 m» expecting too much of humaj 
nature and far too much of the nature of Governments to expect then 
to reverse the present Order-in-Council and to put hack the situatioi 
as it was before with the benefit of the increased railway taxatioi 
accruing to the provinces. Sir, I hog entirely to agree with the vie? 
point which has been taken by Mr. Sarker when he challenges th< 
arguments and the statements of Sir Jeremy Raisman. It is clear 
Sir, from the report of the speech of the Hon'ble the Finance Membe 
of the Government of India that he seemed to be greatly concerned at tb 
increased revenue or contribution which would be paid to the provin- 
cial governments. I wish. Sir. that he had been more svmpathetM 
towards provincial governments in his attitude. I do hope. Sir, thal 
the laid which Bengal is giving on this question will he taken up hj 
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tike other provinces and that with a concerted voice we shall press for 
a reversal of. the present Ordcr-in-Council so that fair and equitable 
justice may be meted out to the provinces. 

• It will be noticed by the honourable members, as has been pointed 
out by Mr. N. R. Sarker and Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, that the- 
present Order-in-Council proposes to take away from the provincial 
share of the divisible pool or rather from half the divisible pool Rs. 4-5 
crores for a period of three years. I have been attempting. Sir, to 
find out how this figure of 4 5 crores has been arrived at. Sir Jeremy 
Raisman has supplied the answer. He states that this is approxi- 
mately wrfiat the Centre could retain according to the budget estimate® 
for the current year. 1 regret to have to say that arguments of this 
nature are wholly fallacious and ought never to have been advanced by 
the Hon’ble the Finance Member of the Government of India. From 
the scanty reports of the utterances of the Secretary of State it would 
appear that the Secretary of State was under the belief that the new 
amended Order-in-Council was giving to the provinces a larger share, 
a larger income than they would huve been entitled to under the 
unamended Order-in-Council, or at least that the provinces were getting 
a larger amount than what they would have been entitled to under the 
first proposals of the Government of India. Sir, I feel that the Secre- 
tary of State has been misled. 1 cannot possibly believe that it was 
his purpose to mulct the Provincial Governments so mercilessly with- 
out any rhyme or reason. The old Ordcr-in-Council is being amended 
to the detriment of the provinces; the Railway earnings are being 
taken away for ever when they show' a sign of increase. And what 
are we going to get in return ? We do not get e\en that contribution* 
which should have come to us. If the money that was to be given to 
us under the Order-in-Council had been given to us, we could have done 
something. The figures, Sir, which induced or rather misled the Secre- 
tary of State to retain 4A crores from the divisible pool are tmsed, as I 
have just pointed out, on the budget figures of the previous venr. Why 
should, Sir, the budget figures have l>een taken as a criterion, when in 
February* or when the Order-in-Council was amended, the revisq^ figure® 
were before the Government * They knew what the income for nine 
months was previous to making up their minds as to what should he 
retained by the Centre. Again, Sir, it is known from the previous 
budgets of the Government of India that the budget estimate of income- 
tax is notoriously lower than the actuals, as has been pointed out by 
Mr. Miles. 

Sir. the budget figures show, as follows: the divisible pool, 
Rs % 1265 crores and the Railways 2*13 crores — this makes a total of 
14 *78 /irores ; deduct from that Rs. 13 crores under the Order-in- 
Gouncil, which must go to the Centre, and that leaves l*78 a cror«®- 
available for the provinces. 
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Now, Sir, half of the income-tax is 6-32^rores; deduct from that 
178 crores. The amount retained by the Centre by this calculation 
is 4:5 crores. It is this figure, 4-5 crores, which has been accepted 
by the Secretary of State as the standard, 

I hope I ain clearer in my exposition than the mathematical formula 
which has been placed before the House by Dr. Sanyal. 

Sir, the revised figures in the possession of the Government of India 
at the time when the Order-in-Council was being amended, are as fol- 
lows : Divisible pool — income-tax, 13 76 crores, Railways 361 crores: 
— the total 1737 crores; deduct from that 13 crores that leaves a 
balance of 4*37 crores. Now, Sir, half of the divisible pool is Rs. 6;88 
crores. From that deduct the Provincial contribution which is 
4-37 crores; that leaves only 2 -51 crores to be kept by the Centre. Sir, 
on no account could the Centre have retained more than 2*51 crores 
under any Order-in-Council. And it is deplorable, Sir, that the 
Hon’ble the Finance Member of the Government of India should have 
based the retention by the Centre on notoriously incorrect budget figures 
and should have induced the Secretary of State to accept them. (Cries 
of “Hear, hear” from the Congress Benches). Sir, as has been further 
pointed out by Mr. Miles, in all probability even the revised estimate 
of income-tax, namely, 13-76 crores will be less than the actuals: and 
I think, Sir, that it would have been fairer to the Provinces if the 
amount to be retained by the Centre had been based on actuals. That 
$ir, in all probability would leave only 2 crores for the Centre, and 
starting from that we could have proceeded to increase the Provincial 
contribution annually by deducting, say, 7/8 of 2 crores annually. 

Now, Sir, a suggestion was thrown out that the Provincial Govern- 
ment, viz., the Bengal Government accepted the proposals of the Gov- 
ernment ot India, (Rai ITahkndra Nath Chaumivui: It is definitely 
stated by lord Zetland.! Sir, the statement sent out from England, 
purported to have been made by the Secretary of State, came t^us as a 
surprise /(Vies of “Hear, hear” from the Congress Benches), and I am 
authorised to say, Sir, that His Excellency the Governor wired back 
to ascertain how that ‘statement came to be made. (Cries of “Hear, 
hear” from the Congress Benches.) I am further authorised to state, Sir, 
that the Secretary of State has stated that he was not referring to the 
Bengal Government. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: What was Bengal 
Government’s opinion, please?! That remains confidential. On the 
other hand, the constructive suggestions sent up bv the Bengal Govern- 
ment were appreciated by him to the extent that he was able to modify 
the original proposals of the Government of India for the benefit of the 
Provincial Government. 

It is clear however from the speech which I have made that we 
nre not at all satisfied even with the modification that has been made 
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by* the Secretary of State^ and we shall certainly join with all the 
members of this House in pressing for a modification of the amended 
Order-in-Council. Sir, I base my claim — and I think all of us would 
be justified in basing our claim — not merely on the financial stringency 
of this province. We are badly oft — that is our misfortune — but mere 
financial stringency of this province will not get for us the co-opera- 
tion of other provinces which are better off, particularly of that pro- 
vince or those provinces which will get the benefit of an increase in 
the defence budget of the Govern ment of India. I base my claim for 
a revision on justice and f airplay and there is no justification, I 
maintain, for taking away a larger share from the province* by tan 
Order-in-tWneil than would have been taken away, had the award 
remained in existence. 1 ask the honourable members of this House 
to consider that the income tax is based on 1938-W figures, which 
cannot possibly be held to have been affected by war conditions. I do 
npt admit that the provinces are not entitled to the increase in the 
income-tax or in the income of the railways due to war. I do not give 
up my claim to that, but even if the Secretary of State is impressed 
by 'the arguments of the Government of India that inasmuch as the 
Government of India have to bear the war expenditure, they should 
also get the benefit of the war income even then I say what justifica- 
tion is there for their not giving to the provinces the full credit of 
income tax which is based on the pre-war figures, namely, for 19d8-3ft? 
What justification is there for not giving to the provinces from the 
Centre the benefit of the railway income when it is only recently that 
the war has overtaken us and when it has been admitted by the Railway 
Member that the diminution in the railway income for some time past 
was due to hesitancy in the transit of goods due to fear of war!' So 
jhat, Sir, when war has come and goods are in transit thiB merely 
bring." to the railway exchequer that freight which would have accrued 
to the benefit of the Centre and the provinces, had there been no war at 
all. I submit, Sir, that the actuals must be taken into consideration, 
and und^jr those conditions. Sir, I believe, — no, there is no question 
of believing — 1 am quite certain — that some measure of justice 
would be meted out to the provinces. I, on behalf of the Government 
of Bengal, beg once more to voice ray entire sympathy with both the 
motions that have been moved. 

(Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker rose.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: I s it necessary, Mr. Sarker, for you to exercise 
• your right of reply? If you do so, I hope you will be ve^ f short. 

Dr. # H ALINAKSM A SANYAL: Sir, if Mr. Sarker has a right of 
reply I have an equal right of reply. If the right of reply is to be 
given to anybody that right must be given to jne in the first instance. 
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Mr, SPEAKER: If, Mr. Sarker, you risetto reply then the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister may have' to reply to your points again. But 
in any case I hope you will be very brief. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I hope that in this House 
there is no difference between an ex-Finance Minister, the present 
Finance Minister and myself, only a member of this House. So, 
Sir, I do not see why I too should not be given the right to reply. ' 


Mr. SPEAKER: All right Dr. Sanyal, we will see how things 

shape. 

Mr. NALINI RAHJAN 8ARKER: Sir, my honourable friend 
the present Finance Minister, lias obliged us by giving his blessings 
to both the resolutions, but from the speech that I have heard from 
him it appears that he wanted to satisfy not only the two of us but 
also the demands of Mr. Miles, the representative of the European 
Commercial Community. So, Sir, I congratulate my honourable 
friend that, whereas from my own experience I found that it is so 
difficult for a Finance Minister to satisfy the demands of even one 
man, he has learnt so much within this short period as to be able to 
satisfy the demands of even three. 

Dr. Sanyal wants not only to return to the sat us quo hut he also 
wants to get a share of the excess profits tax. But, Sir, I only wanted 
the status quo antr. My friend Mr. Miles, however, lias asked that 
some justice should be done to the Centre us it is overburdened with 
war expenditure. And tin* Finance Minister, Sir, has found it 
possible to show his synijiathy to all the three viewpoints. Hd has 
said that my proposal is impracticable, and he has also said that it 
is useless to bargain. If return to status quo be dismissed as irnprao 
ticable, how cnn my friend Mr. Suhrawardy, as a politician, stand 
for complete independence though he knows that it is not an imme- 
diately practicable proposition ? So far as Railway Revenue is 
concerned, Mr. Suhrawardy says that any increase due to war condi- 
tions must be retained by the Centre. Sir, all increase in Railway 
earnings goes as a matter of fact to the Central Budget. Provinces 
do not directly obtain any share of an increase in the Railway 
earnings. But the provinces are linked with the railways, because 
Sir Otto Niemeyer wanted that provinces also should take interest in 
the improvement of Railway earnings. I am quoting here his exact 
words on this point. “It is in my view very desirable to give both 
the Central Government and the provinces an interest in securing these 
results und a share in these advantages if and as soon as that <*n be 
achieved”. The railway was linked with the distribution of income-fax 
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because Sir Otto Niemeyer wanted that the provinces must have some 
interest in the railways so that by their activities they do not prove 
hostile to the- railway finances. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 would like to 
sdd a few words only by way of reply to one or two points raised by 
Mr. Miles. Mr. Miles has sympathy for everybody — for the British 
Government in the first instance, for the Central Government thereafter 
and he has also gome little sympathy left for the province, but unfor- 
tunately for me I could not find that ho had any sympathy either in 
his thought or in any corner of his heart, for my humble self, or for 
the motion that I have moved. Mr. Miles feels that w’hen the Otto 
Niemeyer Aw'ard was given and the Order-in-Oouncil of 1936 was pro- 
mulgated the framers of the Award and Sir Otto in particular never 
contemplated a war situation. 

That would, 1 humbly submit, not be giving proper dues to the 
intelligence and acumen of an eminent economist like Sir Otto 
Niemeyer who could not certainly think merely of peace conditions 
when he was settling a division or distribution of revenues for the whole 
country for all time to come. In section 138 — the section which is 
now under discussion so much — there is a specific mention of a possi- 
bility of the Federal Government requiring some additional income for 
certain extraneous purposes and u provision hus been made for ruining 
additional income from income-tax revenue by the process of the levy of 
a surcharge. It has also been laid down in another section that over and 
above railway rates the Central Government could levy surcharges by 
an additional duty on movement of goods, ami all these surcharges were 
to go entirely to the Federation. If the Federal Government say that 
they are in difficulties they are free to levy any of these surcharges to 
improve their finances. I do not know why the Government of India 
instead of taking recourse to such methods which have lieen provided 
under the law should mulct the province to improve their own finance*. 
There h#ve been two motions Wfore the House and our members must 
have been at their wit T * end to find out which motion would be left 
ultimately for the House to adopt. The Government spokesman has 
left the Parties to fight their own rase. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He accepts l>oth. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: And at the same time he has left 
us to decide as between ourselves which motion should be left. We 
on the Congress side have always Wen in these matters liberal. I have 
absolutely no objection to withdraw my motion in favour of Mr. Nalini 
Banjan Worker, particularly in the interest of unanimity of opinion 
of this House, and I do hope that the House with one voice will place 
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on record their protest against the modification and will accord their 
unanimous support to the motion of Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker, 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that this Assembly is of 
opinion that the Government of Bengal should take immediate steps to 
represent to the proper authorities that any modification of the Govern- 
ment of India (Distribution of Revenues) Order in Council, 1936, as 
per section 138 of the Government of India Act, 1935, should ensure 
allocation to the Province of Bengal of her due share in any tax on 
income, other than agricultural income, including Excess Profits Tax, 
particularly in view of the state of the finances of this Province, was 
then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The House then agreed to add the words “read with the Order-in- 
Oouncil, 1936” after the word 1935 in the eighth line. 

The motion of Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker that this Assembly is of 
opinion that an humble address Ik* presented to His Excellency the 
Governor through the Hon’ble the Speaker for communication to His 
Majesty-in-Council praying that His Majesty-in-Council be graciously 
pleased to revoke the recent amendment to the Government of India 
(Distribution of Revenues) Order, 1986, and to restore the status quo 
ante for the following considerations and reasons: — 

(1) The Government of India Act, 1935, read with the Order-in- 
Council recognised the claim of the Provinces to half the share of the 
distributable pool of income-tax; but, as the Railways were not making 
their proper contribution to the Central Revenue, the Government of 
India (Distribution of Revenues) Order, 1936, authorised the Central 
Government to appropriate to themselves as much out of the provincial 
share of the income-tax as would together with the railway contribution 
and the central share of the income-tax make up Rs. 13 crores a year. 
It was clearly contemplated in this arrangement that any increase in 
railway contribution to the Central Revenue would release a corres- 
ponding amount from the provincial share of income-tax so long 
appropriated by the Centre to make up its deficiency. An<f it was. 
indeed, declared that it would give the province a salutary stake in the 
railway finances. According to this arrangement, the provinces have 
so long gone without the bulk of their share of income-tax and their 
loss was the gain of the Centre who thus were able to make up the 
deficiency in the normal contribution from the railways. As soon as 
railway earnings showed a tendency to increase and the provinces weie 
looking forward to their share of the income-tax being released from 
annronriation by the Centre, the Government of India (Distribution of 
Revenues) (*)rder, 1936, has been changed to authorise the Central 
Government to appropriate for themselves a fixed sum of as much as 
4J crores of rupees a year out of the provincial share independently of 
any increase in railway contributions. 
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. (2) This province, it may be recalled, was most unfairly treated 
under the old Meston Settlement. This settlement has had a very 
deleterious effect on the finances of the provinces. Compared to other 
provinces, this province could do very little in the way of undertaking 
schemes of mass amelioration. On the other hand, fresh taxation and 
severe retrenchment had to be resorted to. This retrenchment was of 
an order which few of the other provinces even after the introduction of 
provincial autonomy has given effect to. But in spite of these drastic 
measures, the provincial budget could not be balanced without the aid 
of subventions from the Central Exchequer. 

(3) The adoption of the Niemeyer Award had in some measuro 
restored financial justice to this province, and it was looking forward 
to obtaining some relief under this new settlement. The unsettlement 
of this Award again after little over two years after its adoption will 
seriously affect its finances. 

(4) This province has had two deficit budgets in succession and baa 
not been able to take up for want of funds comprehensive schemes in 
connection with rural water-supply, public health and education, which 
it is urgently necessary to carry through with a view to improve the 
condition of the masses. The Government of India, on the other hand, 
are comparatively more comfortably placed. The sources of revenue 
available to the provinces are inelastic while the sources available to 
the Central Government are elastic and have actually expanded during 
the year. 

(5) The permanency of the financial arrangements ns between the 
provinces and the Centre is essential to foster the sense of responsibility 
and ensure the success of provincial autonomy. To disturb the arrange- 
ments on the first occasion which seemed to mark a turn in favour of 
the provinces, undermines the foundation of responsibility and is bound 
to nullify the effect of provincial autonomy. 

was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tt is now for me as Speaker to take the necessary 
steps for the presentation of the address to the proper quarters. 

Adjournment. 

It being 11-10 p.m. — 

The House waa adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Thursday, the 14th 
March, 1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 14th March, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M, Azizul Haque, c.i.k.) 
in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 21 G members. 


Outrage on the Marquis of Zetland, Secretary of 8tate for India. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ladies and gentlemen, I am sure, you must have 
learnt with profound regret about the dastardly outrages that were 
perpetrated at Cuxton Hall last night almost at the same time when 
we were making an uppeal to the Secretary n< State for India on behalf 
of Bengal. 

Lord Zetland was the Governor oi this province, aud is, at present, 
the Secretary of State for India; but apart from this fact, his sympathy 
for the Indian aspirations and his depth of knowledge of India and 
Indian culture are facts which have endeared him to everybody and it is 
a matter of greut relief to us thut by the inerc.\ of the Providence he 
has been saved from a calamity which would have shocked the whole 
Empire. 

The death of Sir Michael O’Dwyer has profoundly shocked us. He 
has been (he victim of a dastardly outrage. I am sure, {he House 
will agree with me that it is a matter of great relief to us that Lord 
Lamiugton and Sir Louis Dane have also hud providential escapes. 

I am sure, ladies and gentlemen, it is the wish of you all that 
messages on behalf of this House expressing our condolence to the 
bereaved family, and congratulations to those who have escaped, be 
sent, and, I hope, ladies and gentlemen, you will rise in your seats a a 
a mark of your assent to this. 

(The members rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. 
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STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Protection of rights of fishermen. 

•221. Mr. MADHUSUDAN 8ARKAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Detriment aware — 

(?) that in this Province then* i> a section of people who are 
generally known as fishermen ; and 
(ii) that there exists a feeling amongst them in the absence of any 
provision in the law for the protection of their fishery 
right ; 

{b) If so, what steps do the Government propose to take in the 
matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (o) Yes. 

(h) A Special Office! was appointed to enquire into the different 
problems relating to the fisheries in the Province. His report is now 
being examined bv Government. 

Mr. MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: Will the Rouble Minister he 
pleased to state how long will Government lake to examine the report? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is very difficult 
to forecast what time will lie actually necessary. The report is a 
voluminous one and contains a lot of stuff which requires verv careful 
and detailed examination. 

• 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the Honble Minister be pleased to state 
when the report was submitted? 

The Hon’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: December, 1939. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Is the Hon ble Minister aware that yesterday 
when a cut motion was discussed on this subject from this side of the 
House, the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan did not say anything 
regarding this? 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of special knowledge. 
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Mr. 8HAHEDALI; Will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased to state 
whether there is any provision made this •year for the Fisheries 
Department ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is not my 
concern. I am afraid, the honourable member is mixing up the Indus- 
trial side and the Revenue side of Fishery.' 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the question of giving fishery right to the 
fishery tenants has been referred to this officer? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the nature of the report is a confidential one 
or whether it may be available to the members of the public? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: It will certainly 
be available to the members of the public after the matter has been 
examined. In fuct, the report is in the Press at present. 

Construction of Burdwan-Arambagh Road near Damodar bridge. 

•222. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MA«JI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state the reason for the delay in constructing the road in 
continual ion of Burd wan- Aram bagh Road near Damodar bridge, 
Burdwan ? 

(b) Have the department prepared any estimate for the said road? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sriechandra Nandy, of 
GoSiimbazar) : {a) As the portion of the Burdwan-Arnmbafgh Road 

referred to will pass through the spill area of the Damodar river, pro- 
longed investigations have to he made regarding the waterways to be 
provided. 

(h) No estimate can be prepared until after the question of water* 
ways has been settled. 

Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how* long will the investigations take? 

Tho Hon’blt Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of GataMtaars 

I understand that the investigation is over and the report is likely to be 
submitted within a couple of months. 
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IUt» of prioo of butter dhd ghoo for oortain hospitals in Calcutta. 

•223. Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health (Medical) Department be pleased to 
state at what rates per pound — 

(a) butter, and 

(b) ghee 

are supplied to the following hospitals — 

(1) Presidency General Hospital ; 

(2) Calcutta Police Hospital; 

CJ) Medical College Hospital; 

(4) Campbell Medical School Hospital; and 

(5) Sambhu Nath Pandit Hospital? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Nswab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): A state- 
ment is laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 223 . 


Name of institution. 

Name of article. 

Kate of c ontract. 



Rs. 

a. 

P- 

(1) Presidency General Hospital 

Butter 

0 

11 

<1 per lb. 


Ghee 

Not used. 

(2) Calcutta Police Hospital 

Butter 

1 

8 

0 per seer. 


Ghee 

52 

0 

0 per maund. 

(3) Medical College Hospital 

Butter 

0 

8 

6 per lb. 


Ghee 

0 

8 

3 per lb. 

(4) Campbell Hospital 

Butter 

0 

9 

0 per lb. 


Ghee 

43 

0 

0 per maund. 

(0) Sambhu Nath Pandit Hos- 
pital. 

Butter 

0 

9 

0 per lb. 

Ghee 


0 

0 per maund. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will # the Hobble Minister * be 
pleased to state if the quality of butter and the quality of gbee supplied 
in these respective hospitals are the same? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I cannot say that — probably the same. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why specially high price is paid by the Calcutta Police 
Hospital, namely, Rs. 52 per maund of ghee, whereas the Sambhu Nath 
Pandit Hospital gets it at Its. 42 per maund? « 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Do \ou know the present price of ghee? 
(Laughter. ) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No. Sir. The rates are given 
there. 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I will make an enquin . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why there i.s di?*crepancv between the Medical College 
Hospital and the Campbell Hospital, although they are close to each 
other? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoa: 

I have already said that 1 will make an enquiry. 


Transfer of Dhupguri polioe-station, Jalpaiguri, to Banarhat. 

*224. Mr. KHAGENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: {a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Police') Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — t 

(i) that the Dhupguri police-station in the district of Jalpaiguri is 
being transferred to Banarhat ; 

(tt) that Banarhat is situated within the tea garden area; . ' 

(tit) that it is not easily accessible to the agriculturist* residing 
within the jurisdiction of that police-station; * 

(tt?) that the Duars Planters’ Association made representation for 
the transfer ; 
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.(v) that Dhupguri is the biggest market not only of that police- 
station but of tlfe whole of Duars ; and 

(vi) that it is situated at the junction of the four principal road* 
which is easily accessible by the tenants of almost all the 
agricultural villages within the thana area? 

(b) Will the Hon'hle Minister l>e pleased to lay on the table a etate- 
nent showing, year by year, for the last five years — 

(t) the total number of crimes committed in the Dhupguri police- 
station ; and 

(it) the numl*»r of those committed within the tea garden areas? 


MINI8TER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): an ( 1 ) No. 

(it) to (vi) and (b) Do not arise. 


Realisation of agricultural loans given to the people of Kasha polio* 
station, Tippers. 

•225. Mr. MAQBUL HOSSAIN: Will the Hon’hle Minister in 
diarge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state, uuion by union, 
vhat kists were fixed for repayment of agricultural loans last given 
o the people of Ka.sba jwlice-station. Tippera? 


The Hon’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: A statement is 
laid on the table. 


Statement. 


Year in which 
given. 


Name of union. 


Kista fixed. 


1938-39 


1J39-40 


(1) Dharkhar 

(2) Badair 

(3) Mulagram 

(1) Maniandha 

(2) Dharkhar 


jKartiek 1347 and 1348 B. S. 
^-Kartick 1347 Mid 1348 B. 8. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answer* to which were laid on the table) 

Settlement reoo very camp at Jatrapur in Kurigram subdivision. 

106. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that a settlement recovery camp has been opened at Jatrapur 
in police-station Kurigram of (lie Kurigram subdivision for 
the delivery of final par chat of mauzas Araji E&ogdanga, 
Mad hub ram, Bhogdanga, Sobandaha, Kadamtola, Bhela- 
kopa and a few other places ; and 

(it) that the records of demands exceeding Re. 2 have not been sent 
to that recovery camp? 


(b) If the answer to (a) (?/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that obtaining parchat from the 
Rangpur Sadar involves heavy expenditure on the port of the tenants? 

(d) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
sending the records of all demands to the recoven camp at Jatrapur? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) A settle- 
ment recovery camp was. kept open at Jatrapur for a long time but 
was closed about the middle of January last. 

(/V) No. Copies of all maps and khatiaus were sent to the camp 
for delivery to assessecs on payment of settlement cost. 

(b) to (d) Do not arise. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: With reference to (a) 07), will the 
Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state why no records of demands exceed- 
ing Rs. 2 were sent to the reooven camp at Jatrapur, although it was 
kept openP 

Tha Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Record* for 
Rs. 10 were written off. No records were made which were less than 
Rs. 10 and as most pf these people did not attend, the records were 
and as most of these people did not attend, the records were seift to the 
sent to the Sadar. 
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T lp psra District Board Election. 

IBB. Mr. MAQBUL H0S8AIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state— 

(*) the exact date of expiry of the Tippera District Board ; and 

(tt) when the next District Board election is likely to take place? 

(b) Is it a fact that the constituencies for the proposed seats in the 
District Board have been delimited? 

(c) If so, under whose order was it done? 

(d) If it has not been delimited, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when and how the Government projxjse to do it? 

(e) Do the Government contemplate the desirability of consulting 
the local members of Bengal legislative Assembly and Council on the 
matter ? 

MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Daoca); ( " > (/i (itli November, 1 1 *4 1 . 

i/;) and (d) The District Board's projsisal for abolition of the iocal 
boards has been sanctioned hy Government who a»e now in corresfxmd- 
ence with the Commissioner as to the date on which the local Ixmrds 
will 1 h* abolished. After such date has been fixed and notified, the 
constituencies will he delimited in accordance with rules framed by 
Government for the purpose. A fresh electoral loll will lx* prepared 
and published and the election will take place as «oon as possible there- 
after. 

(6) and (c) Do not arise. 

( e ) It will be open to the members of the legislature to offer such 
suggestions as they may consider desirable. 


Development of oottags industries in Basirhat and Birasat subdivisions. 

107. Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the 
‘ Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Industries Department be pleased to 
staff whether any survey has been made in the subdivisions of Basirhat 
and Barasat in the district of the 24-Pargauas ns to the scope ahd possi- 
bilities of the development of cottage industries in the rural areas of this 
said subdivisions? 
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(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what other steps 
except — 8 

(1) holding peripatetic exhibitions in some subdi visional towns, 

(2) opening an Industrial Museum in the city of Calcutta, and 

(3) holding of training classes in some places, 

have been taken to improve the cottage industries for the benefit of the 
rural people of the Province? 

(c) Is there any scheme in this respect, district by district, and sub- 
division by subdivision ? 

((f) If so, will the lion’ hie Minister be pleased to state* whether 
there is any such scheme for Barasat and Basirhat subdivisions? 

MINI8TER in charge of the INDU8TRIE8 DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) A survey of all the districts of 
Bengal including the 24-Parganas was made in 11124 and a report pub- 
lished. It wns revised and brought up to date in 11)29. A reference 
is invited to pages do and 3ti of the report as revised in 1929, a copy of 
which is placed on the Library table. The Bengal Industrial Survey 
Committee have undertaken a survey of the whole Province and 
Basirhat and Barasat sultdivisions are not likely to be excluded from 
the purview of its survey. 

(h) h or an idea as to the steps taken for the improvement of cottage 
industries, the member is referred to Chapters II to X of the Annual 
Administration ft<q>ort of the Department of Industries for the year 
1938-39, a copy of which is placed on the Library table. I hope to be 
able to give a further account of the action taken during the year 1939-40 
and that projwsed to he taken during the next year in mv budget speech 
when moving the demand for grant under “43— Industries”. 

(?) No. Schemes are not formulated according to the individual 
districts and subdivisions but with reference to the requirements of 
industries themselves. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer ( c ), is the 
Hon’ble Minister aware that there are some districts with their peculiar 
industries, for example, the conch-shell industry at Dacca, whioh 
depends on local conditions and no planning of such industries is 
possible unless the local conditions are taken into consideration ? 

< 

WEAKER: I am afraid, Basirhat and Barasat are far away 
from Dacca. 
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Reduction of agricultural lorn granted to cultivators in Kurigram 

subdivision. 

'• 106. Ktzi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that the Government have decided to realise the agricultural 
loan granted to the cultivators in the Kurigram subdivision Inst year? 

( b ) Has it been ascertained if the cultivators have reacheti their 
normal conditions? 

(c) If the answer to (/>) is in the negative, is the Ilon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of postponing the realisation of the agri- 
cultural loan till an inquiry is made ? 

The Hon’Me Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: (a) Voluntary 
realisation of agricultural loan was taken up in some areas of the 
Kurigram subdivision in January, 1940. 

( b ) Yes. It was ascertained that t lie areas in which voluntary 
realisation of agricultural loan was undertaken had a normal aman 
crop and the people of these areas also profited by high price of jute. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will ti.e Hon 'hie Minister be pleased 
to state the method of voluntary realisation of agricultural loan 
adopted by Government office! h in Kurigram? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8A0 8INCH ROY: The method is 
simply asking them to pax They have been requested to pay and if 
they. pay it is accepted. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Was not any notice sent to them 
requesting them to pay ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Certainly it was. 
Notice does not mean coercion. 


Construction of Daooa-Arioha Rond* 

168. Maulvi AULAD HOSSAIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’We 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the construction of a portion 
of the Dacca-Aricha Road has been recommended by the Road Hoard? 

(b) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, when is it likely 
to be taken up? 



90 QUESTIONS.® [14th Mik.. 

* e 

(o) Have Government come to any decision regarding the consirao* 
tion of a motorable road from Dacca to Aricha P 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, when is the final deci- 
sion in that respect likely to be arrived atP 

Tha Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cotsimbaztr: 

(a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) and ( d ) The projec t was placed before the Board of Communica- 
tions at their meeting held on the 18th May, 1939, and it was decidod 
that it could not be recommended to the Government of In<|ia in the 
absence of a clear statement by Government that the road would not 
1)6 prejudicial to public health. The project is now boing re-examined, 
so that Government may decide whether a road regarding which such 
a statement can l>e made, can be constructed at a cost which is not 
prohibitive. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: It appears from the Hon’ble 
Minister’s reply that Government have received the opinion of the 
Board of Communications about a year ago. Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please tell the House how long t lie Government will take to re-examine 
the project P 

Tht Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazarr 

Sir, the delay is regrettable. I do hope that the Government will come 
to a decision very early. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: 1U whom is the project being 
examined P 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cotsimbazar: 

At present by the Public Health Department. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the Board of Communications gave a 
conditional approval to this section of the road on the understanding 
that Government would have it examined by the Public Health and 
Irrigation Departments to find out if it would not adversely affect the 
health and irrigation problems of the area? 

Tht Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Ctminfeazar: 

No, Sir. The Irrigation Depatrment examined and submitted its report 
before the matter went up to the Board of Communications. As the 
Public Health Department raised some objections, the matter codld not 
be made final. 
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• Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is it a fact that the Irrigation 
Department did not recommend the through communication on this 
road, but wanted to leave certain big rivers unbridged f 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANORA HANDY, ef Gossimhazart 

Yes, Sir, that is so. The idea was to minimise the cost by keeping the 
two big rivers un bridged for the present. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that an informal conference wag 
held between the Public Health Department and the District Hoard of 
Dacca and the Irrigation Department and in that conference a resolu- 
tion was adopted that the scheme should he taken up as early as 
possible? 

Mr. SPEAKER: When was it? 

• Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: In the last Budget Session. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But this is a quotum subsequent to the 18th of 
May. Therefore how can that question aitse? 


Recording of jute lands in the Hooghly district. 

110. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJEE: ia) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agricult me Department be pleased 
to state whether the people concerned in the \arious unions of llooghly 
district were duly informed of the date when tecorders from the .lute 
Registration Department were to \isi1 the villages for recording lands 
on whieji jute was grown in \U'VJ l f 

(b) If so, whethci the inhumation was gnen to the villagers by 
heat of drum ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(t) that there was a general complaint from the villagers that 
they bad no previous intimation with regard to the record- 
ing of jute registration ; 

(it) that many people could not get their jute lands registered; 

(ift) that the Jute Registration Department have recently notified 
the villagers in various ports of the district of Hooghly, 
giving .them only seven days* time in which to make correc- 
tions of the records or rectify omissions; 
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(iv) that people are hurrying from long distances to the jute 

registration centres of the Hooghly district for rectifica- 
tion of their records; and 

( v ) that they are not being supplied with the forms on payment 

of the required fee? 

(d) If the answers to (r) are in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he considers the desirability of — 

( i ) extending the time of correcting the records; and 

(it) opening more registration centres to coj>e with the situation? 

r 

MINI8TER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) (i) No. 

(it) No. In the beginning some cultivators were indifferent and 
did not attend the work regularly: some also were influenced by a 
rumour that a tax would be levied on cultivation of jute. 

(iii) Yes. The jieriod of seven days was prescribed in the lien gal 
Jute Regulation Ordinance of 1939 on the basis of which instructions 
w’ere issued to the staff. 

(iv) Yes. There was u last minute rush for tiling objections after 
the promulgation of the Bengal .lute Regulation Ordinance, 1940. 

(v) On account of the unusually large demand, the stock of objec- 
tion forms ran out. Instructions were, how’ever, issued to allow 
objections to be filed on plain paper. 

( d ) As the Bengal Jute Regulation Ordinance of 1940 has been 
withdrawn and there wdll be no regulation of the growing of jute in 
1940, the question does not arise. 


Flood duo to Mymensingh-Bhairab Bazar Railway lino. 

111. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: {a) Is the Hon'ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department aware — 

(i) that since the construction of the Mymensingh-Bhairab Bas&r 
Railway line abnormally high flood before time has become 
an annual phenomenon to that part of the district of Mymen- 
singh which lies to the east of the line; 

(w) that the untimely annual flood damages bowa and jali paddy 
as well as jute crop of that area ; and * * 

(Hi) that the cultivators are the worst sufferers? 
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• (6) Is the Hon’ hi© Minister aware of the insufficient water passages 
through the railway line^ 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bie 
Minister be pleased to state what notion he proposes to take in the 
matter ? 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA HANDY, of Cowimbaiar : 

(a) and ( b ) The railway line runs across the spill area of the Meghna 
and like any embankment which is higher than the normal flood level 
inevitably interferes to some extent with the natural spill of the river. 
Government, however, are not in possession of any data from which 
an estimate can 1** made of the extent, periodicity, and duration of 
sudden rises in the height of flood water when obstructed by the 
embankment. Consequently the effect of such rises on the standing 
crops east of the line and the benefit, if any, derived by the couutrv 
to the *vest of the line from the protection which the embankment 
nffoids cannot he estimated. The Railway Company has re|K>rted that 
according to their records there have been since Htl7 only two sears, 
namely. HMl and IMS, in which the flood level was higher than the 
highest level tafore the construction of the line. The Comjmny also 
reports that the\ have records of afflux gauges which shows that the 
water passages are sufficient. This, however, is not in accordance 
with the general impression, which is. that flooding lasts longer now 
than it did before the line was built. 

|c) I have ordered an investigation of ihe whole subject and I 
propose to invite the Railway Company to co-oj»erate in the collection 
and examination of data. 


Maulvi MD. I8RAIL: AY ill the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state whether the Government has engaged any special officer or the 
investigation will he carried out by any commit tee P 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Ctmimbazar: 

Sir, as I have stated in my reply to (rj the investigation will be carried 
out by the department. It has not been decided whether we need any 
special officer for the purpose, although we are greatly handicapped for 
shortage of staff. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state whether the investigation will be carried out through* 
outYhe whole at Bengal or only Mymensingh-Bhairab Bazar Railway 
line? 
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Tha Hon’blt Maharaja 8RI8GHANDRA RANDY, of Cawimbazai'i 

Sir, I may state for the information of the rfouse that Government is 
considering that question for the province as a whole, but have not 
come to a decision. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 gave 
notice of an adjournment motion and 1 have got your consent. May 
I move it now ¥ 

Mr. SPEAKER. Just let me see whether it is in order. 

This is your statement of facts. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Have you anything further to add as regards the 

facts P 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: As regards facts I have 
nothing to add. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Sir Nazimuddin. have you got anything to say 
as regards the facts ¥ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as facts are con* 
oerned they are totally incorrect. There has been no assault and 
nobody was injured. 

Mr. SPEAKER. That is the official version. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: 1 have seen the patients 

myself. Many of them were injured and 1 have attended to them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Have they been to the hospital? 

Dr. SURESH OHANDRA BANERJEE: They have not been to 

hospital, but that there was injury there is absolutely no doubt. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid I cannot certainly settle the dispute 
whether there is any injury or not. You have given a statement of 
facts, but apparently the official version is quite different. If you put 
a short-notice question I hope the Hon'ble Minister will have no obje% 
tion to answer the same as regards the facts of the case. 

The Handle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I will have no objection. 
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• Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANER4EE: Is it your opinion, Sir, 
that if there be an assault'and if people are injured, but if they do not 
go to the hospital, there would be no case for an adjournment motion ? 

• Mr. SPEAKER: Well, you have got another remedy. You can 
put a short-notice question. I am sorry I do not think your motion is 
in order. I may allow your motion when you get an authenticated 
version. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Why should you put any 

reliance on the official version, Sir. and not on oursP 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am not putting any reliance on anybody. All 
I say is that they are not in the hospital. If they were assaulted, they 
could have gone to the court. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, there is no difference 

between my statement of facts and that of the Honble Minister as 
regards injury. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As I said, the first remedy for you is to put a 
short-notice question ami get a reply. If after that I am satisfied that 
there is a case for an adjournment motion, I will allow that. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: All right, Sir. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

38 — Medical. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to 
move that a sum of Rs. 51,27,000 be granted for expenditure under 
the head “38 — Medical." 

Sir, the aggregate provision for expenditure under this head of 
budget is Rs. 58,15,000, of which Rs. 51,27,000 is voted and the balance, 
via., Rs. 6,88,000, is charged on provincial revenues. The actual 
expenditure during the preceding three years may be found useful and 
baa been as follows : — 

Ra. 

1937- 38 ... 52,87,000 

1938- 39 ... 55,96,000 

1839-40 ... 55,56,000 (revised estimate). 
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I may mention, Sir, in passing that I took over charge of dhe 
department after the budget had taken shhpe under the guidance of 
my honourable colleague, Mr. Tamizuddin Khan. I have already taken 
the opportunity of placing before the House a statement for the 
information of the honourable members, outlining the forward policy 
I propose to adopt, within the compass of available finances, in the 
various branches of this department, and at the same time referring 
briefly to the improvements that the Ministry have been able to achieve. 
I do not, therefore, propose to go into many details. The principal' 
increases and decreases have been explained on pages 106-107 of the 
Red Book, which, I am sure, every member of the House has studied 
carefully. I shall only make passing references to the most outstanding 
features of the budget, especially concerning new items of expenditure, 
as I proceed. 

Referring, in the first instunce, to extension of rural medical relief, 
the State grant has from this year been converted to a recurring grant 
of Rs. 1,50,000. In other words, the normal grant which stood at 
Rs. 1,10,000 has been raised to Rs. 1,50,000. I repeat the assurance 
that any additional amount that may be necessary, in order that rural 
dispensaries, which comply with the simple conditions attached to the 
grant may receive the subsidy, will be found and that no dispensary, 
recommended and qualified for the grant, will be refused help. 

A scheme for capital grant-in-aid towards establishment of one 
dispensary between two union boards in the province is under the active 
consideration of Government, and I have every hope that although no 
provision has been made in the budget it will mature within the year 
through supplementary grant or by reappropriation or both. 

The scheme of grants-in-aid to sadar hospitals at headquarters of 
districts, which serve the rural as well as urban areas, is being steadily 
worked out and liberal assistance has been rendered to the local 
authorities in respect of several sadar hospitals to assist them tti making 
necessary improvements in the standard of medical relief. The 
progress has been slow, although the grants have been made liberally, 
for the reason that plans and schemes have to be carefully drawn up 
and checked in order to ensure that they relate to the comparatively 
more urgent needs of the hospital and that the maintenance of the 
improvements has to be guaranteed from local resources. All this 
naturally takes time to settle. The balance of the grant of Rs. 3,00,000 
has been repeated in this year’s budget. 

The condition of the subdivisional hospitals at headquarter of 
subdivisions is also generally far from satisfactory; and I have initiated 
a aurvey of the needs and requirements of these hospitals, with a view. 
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to assisting the hospittel authorities to uridertake necessary improve- 
ments, in order that modern treatment in the various specialised 
branches of medicine and Surgery may be available as far as possible, 
to the people, urban and mostly rural, inhabiting the areas. 

^ Nursing is a very essential part of hospital treatment and nursing 
arrangements in our hospitals, with few exceptions, must be said to be 
wholly unsatisfactory . Steps have already been taken to introduce a 
scheme of improvement in nursing in the Campbell Hospital, the 
largest pauper hospital in the province, and the establishment of a 
large training centre for Indian nurses in that hospital has been 
undertaken. Necessary buildings and equipments for the nurses' 
quarters, #vhieh must be erected and furnished before a scheme can be 
introduced, have been taken in hand In the meanwhile, additional 
nurses have been provided in that hospital for a surgical ward which 
had been lying unused for lack of nurses. Nursing in the Medical 
College Hospitals has been found to be inadequate and complaint* 
have been made to Government from tune to time about the paucity of 
the nursing staff which renders it impossible to give proper attention 
to iill patients. The arrangements are in charge of the 'Calcutta 
Hospital Nurses I list itution. to which hod\ adequate grants are made 
by Government. Additional grants are also made for the Sir John 
Anderson Casualty Ward and for the beds opened in the Eden Hospital 
Extension Block. The Medical College group of Hospitals, the largest 
and most modern hospitals in the province, are attached to the largest 
teaching institution in the pio\ince. The maintenance of these 
hospitals in an impioved and well-equipped slate is, I submit, Sir, in 
the interest of the pio\incc as a whole, of the rural as well as urhun 
areas. People from all ovei the province come to this hospital 
especially foi specialised and modern treatment for complicated and 
serious cases; and the population of the hospital is more rural than 
urban. It is also in tin* interest of medical education on proper lines 
that the hospitals should he adequately financed. Proper nursing is 
all the inore necessary in a hospital oi this type, serving the province 
as a whole. I am glad to inform tin* House that a provision has been 
made in spite of financial difficulties for a large recurring grant of 
Rs. 26,397 for employment of additional nurses and supervising staff 
in the Medical College group of Hospitals. 

T<fe interest of mothers and children, on whom national welfare 
depends so largely, has not been overlooked. The Lady Dufferin 
Victoria Hospital is a unique institution of its kind doing excellent 
• service for wom^n, especially women of the orthodox class who observe 
purdah . The hospital has recently been enlarged for improved and 
extended service which is, however, being retarded for lack of accom- 
modation to bousfr the additional nursing staff to be employed. To 
*8 
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help the authorities of the hospital and in recognition of the services 
rendered by this institution to the women of Bengal, provision has bden 
made for a capital grant of Its. 2 , 60 ,000 towards the construction of a 
new nurses’ quarters combined with a nurses’ training school. Other 
grants have been made to voluntary institutions carrying on maternity, 
and child welfare services, A grant of Rs. 40,000 to the Ramkrishna 
Sishumangal Rratisthan may be mentioned. The Eden Extension Block 
has still a large number of beds lying unused and steps are being taken 
to build additional quarters for the nurses to Ik* employed at this block 
and the remaining beds will Ik* opened as soon as tlx* nurses’ quarters 
are complete and the scheme is finally approved by the Government. 

Grants-in-aid have also been provided for the benefit various 
hospitals and dispensaries belonging to local bodies and associations. 
It is proposed to come to the aid of S. K. Hospital, Mymensingh, w'ith 
a special grant of Rs. 20,000, as the hospital is in temporary financial 
difficulties. 

As the members are aw r are, an association for the prevention of 
blindness is rendering excellent service bv running travelling eye 
dispensaries in the rural areas These travelling e\e dispensaries lmve 
rendered invaluable service in the cause of prevention of blindness, and 
treatment of diseases of the eye. They have proved most popular. A 
grant of Rs. 1 0,(100 was made during the current year to enable the 
association to run a few more travelling eye dispensaries. This grant 
has been increased to Rs. 22,000 for running five travelling eye 
dispensaries, one for each division. 

The Tuberculosis Hospital at Jadavpur which is the only hospital 
for treatment of this fell disease in Bengal has been receiving grants-in- 
aid from Government from time to time. The hospital which is doing 
excellent work entirely depends on public help for its maintenance. A 
recurring grant of Rs. 10,000 lias been provided for maintenance of 
beds to be earmarked for patients from rural areas. The hospital 
authorities had made a special prayer for a grant of Rs. 54,000 for 
improving the drainage of this hospital, a very essential need, but it 
has not been possible to provide this amount. An endeavour will, 
however, be made to provide this amount through a supplementary 
budget during the ensuing year. I may also inform the House that a 
scheme for enlargement of the present hospital has been forwarded to 
Government and is under consideration. I trust it will be poss&le to 
help this splendid institution further in its mission of service. 

Sir, Government have decided to establish a climatic sanitarium 
within the province and we are in search of a suitable ,jite. A climatic 
sanitarium is no doubt very useful, but its usefulness is limited. Times 
are moving fast and theories are changing. A theory which holds* the 
Held equally with others is that patients should be treated anfl cured 
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in, a climate where they are going to remain all their lives. Hospitals, 
preferably at central places with adequate accommodation for modern 
treatment, especially surgical treatment, of tuberculosis patients, are, 
ii I may say so, even more necessary. A network of tuberculosis clinics 
all over the province for early diagnosis, prevention and propaganda 
are equally essential if this menace of tuberculosis which is rapidly 
growing and has affected rural areas as well as town is to be stamped 
out. A comprehensive scheme for tackling the menace to be worked 
in co-operation with the TuWculosis Association, local bodies aud all 
others interested, is now under examination. 

I ma^ also refer to the proposed grant of 11s. 10. ()(K> to the Indian 
Institute of Medical Research, in order to facilitate research on the 
problem of immunisation from malaria which this institute is now 
carrying on and which ha** a far-reaching bearing on prevention from 
that terrible scourge of malaria. The Tropical School of Medicine, 
which is the leading research institution in India, is continuing its 
work of research and is engaged in carrying out investigation into the 
etiology of tropical diseases. 1 propose to take stop* so that research 
work may be carried on with advantage in other institutions, such as 
the Medical College Hospitals. I may also mention. Sir, that I have 
now under consideration a proposal for establishing an advance block 
of Radiology and Electro-therapy in order to introduce the most 
advanced methods of diagnosis and treatment by electricity in the 
Medical College Hospitals and of training medical men in this special 
line. 

The House is aware that a General Council and Faculty in 
Ayurvedic Medicine has already been established and is functioning 
for some time. Progress has been made in constituting a General 
Council and Faculty in Homeopathic and Unani medicines on similar 
lines. As the number of hakims in this province i* not large, and it 
will hot be possible tor the profession to collect sufficient funds to 
maintain *the Council and Faculty as has been done in the case of 
Ayurvedic medicine, a grant-in-aid of Rs. 4,000 has been provided in 
the budget so that the Faculty may be established with the object of 
betterment of the practice and profession in Unani medicine. A small 
grant ^s also proposed to be made to the Ayurvedic Council. 

Sir, I do not propose to take any further time of the House. I 
have referred briefly to only a few outstanding features of the budget 
.which are in the nature, so to say, of an earnest indicative of the 
policy that Government are determined to follow for improvement and 
reorganisation of the system of medical relief. Sir, those problems 
cannot ibe solved apd reforms effected without mature consideration 
from various aspects, inclusive, of course, of financial limits. I appeal 
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through the House to the public for advice, assistance and co-operatibn 
in carrying out the programme of reorganisation and reform that the 
Ministry has att befort it. 

Mr. JATINDRA NATflf BA8U. i^ir, I beg to move that the demand 
for Ks. 51 ,27,000 under the head “38 — Medical” be reduced by Its. 100. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister for Public Health and Medical Depart- 
ments has told us of the steps have been taken and that are intended 
to be taken for improving the facilities for medical treatment and for 
the improvement of the public health of this province. In his speech 
references to the indigenous systems of treatment came last,** but, Sir, 
I trust that they do not occupy the last place in his mind. I would 
like to call his attention to the urgency of the development and exten- 
sion of these systems. Our province is proverbially an unhealthy 
province and is also a poor province. The western system of medicine 
is comparatively a more expensive system than the indigenous systems 
and the iucilities for treatment under the wustern system are not as 
widespread as in respect of the indigenous systems. There is a kuviraj 
in almost every village. It is therefore necessary that Government 
should see that the training of the kavirajcs and the treatment that 
they administer to the patients are such that t lie health of the people 
may be properly looked after. Sir, the Government, as the Ilon’ble 
Minister has told us, has already established an Ayurvedic (hmncil. 
The object of the (\>uncil and the Faculty that have been established 
in that connection is to see that Ayurvedic institutions are properly 
conducted, that real medicine training is given to those that practise 
this system and that quackery is gradually made to disappear. Sir, 
so far as these systems are concerned, there is one factor which should 
not be overlooked and that is that the pharmacopia of those systems 
is such that the medicine is more cheaply and readily available to the 
patient than under the western system. Western medicines are so 
expensive and sometimes so difficult to obtain that it is nftt possible 
for patients to be properly treated. Taking all these facts into consi- 
deration, some of the other provinces have for several years been 
helping both the Ayurvedic and the Ununi systems under provincial 
autonomy and also before provincial autonomy was inaugurated and 
have taken steps to develop and organise the indigenous systems. 
Madras has been spending large sums of money not only on schools for 
training pupils in the Indian systems of treatment but also on 
dispensaries and for maternity training under those systems. The other 
provinces that have been spending large sums of money are Bihar and 
the United Provinces. But so far as Bengal is concerned, it is* only 
iu this year’s budget that we find that a sum of Rs. 1,000 lias been 
C provided for the Ayurvedic system and a sum of Rs. 4,000 for the 
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Unani system. As regards the Ayurvedic system I desire to draw the 
Hon’ble Minister’s attention to the fact that it is the Ayurvedic system 
of medicine ’that is most widespread in Bengal. As I hAve told you. 
Sir, in almost every village there is a kaviraj and I found in connection 
with my work on the Ayurvedic Faculty tl^gt a large number of those 
kavirajes are Moslems. The Fnani system is no doubt prevalent in 
some of the towns, but in the countryside there is not much of the 
I nani system and there are also no proper facilities for training in 
that system. So fur as the essentials ot these two systems are concerned, 
there is not much difference because Doth these systems originally came 
probably from the same source and we know from the works of early 
Muslim ♦travellers in this country that there was great interchange 
between these two systems. These two s\ stems developed side by Hide. 

I therefore request tin* Government to render more substantial help to 
these systems mi that we may have one kaviraj for every village and 
people may not die without treatment. The dispensary of the doctor 
may in many cases be in tbe subdivisional headquarters and owing to 
the want of proper tiansport facilities in the village tracts of thin 
country it often happens that a patient dies before the modern system 
of medicine can be made available to him for treatment. It is therefore 
necessary that the Government should pay much greater attention to 
these indigenous systems which the people have Wen used to for 
centuries, and which has benefited them all this time. 

With these remarks. Sir. I would again urge upon the Government 
to make, if possible, a supplementary grant to these institutions. So 
far as the Ayurvedic system is concerned a large number of kavirajes, — 
their number is reported to be 7,000, — have been registered. Some 
colleges have also been recognised, and most stringent rules have been 
laid* down for the inspection of these institutions. We also find that 
the Ayurvedic system has been proceeding on the advances made in 
tbe modern western systems of medicines hv taking due note of such 
advance in its system of treatment. 

Mr. CIA8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that tbe demand 
of Rs. ‘>1,27,000 under tbe bead “OS - Medical’’ be reduced by Rs. 100. 

sro orrw mu atrw* arew 
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?T? ?T? C?K?ffl 4FC$4 ^PfT *f? HC?K? «^RT? a* TOT? SWT C4W44 a?t 
Stfo 4$T*v?W <S^Tl; C4K4 ?T$?T 414*4.1 C*1?C4»* l 

Or. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI* Sir, I hep to move that 
the demand of Rs. 51,27,000 under the head “38 — Medical" he reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

?wT? Hemfc w*t?! ?rwrnwM srotfvr •fTP toH>? fn; c?*t1 1 a?t a$ 

SCOT ST? SRE SR «OT t TT5 C^FTt!> CBCTT7T? ?WS? 3f?*TT*T? STW^t ) TO? 
to wr*?*4in ?Ffa&T *oti ?fas to? 4 to <r 1? nt<nt cw*n fro srorsl 
mfa SROTT?*!* «R*t a?T SOT? TO COTT*?T «OT *T?«T TOTR? COT? STOTT *0 
8R CW* FlVt 3<T I 

ft?, 4TfW Q W^T CWT SRSRRTS? SFl?? ^TTTCS? 5RT 3C«!$4 TOTOt WW 

s*?:*? f?R? stcs x RT*rr s r rs?ts totot otrr t ss? tott *u?cc arc? 

cs f?c*r? a Tot ?t tor fai; ft? sr srst«ttt$ srs *rrttc? a?t cot auwftu 
«rnj? « s<*nT 4^4 nrtcsi 

Stb^. p'frft, acvft^i s$fo cs*t «trtr? r*t stctot 5rst?t?*t «tf?? ki^wr 
< s nVr^ i jnrr? ots ^ cot? to; ?t «m?tr? rs?t saj$ rf?t oti 

*4TC>4n Sf5 fOT? 54T MI^P iTdftTCM- *f'OT? ?7?TOt TO? ?T?S I 

a*SR aC?ft?T<TH*l ^RTR? COT «nfa?i ?ft ft* TOTR?* *TT5 TOT?, «foCSTS, SlTO 
<s Jot? s:?t *nfTO $?. css strict ?s a?~3R TOrr ?Tfccs i cs fro ot* *f??r? 

COT OTS ?T*t 

SfWTOT ST TOTRT TOC? STSSTTO , TbftWiSIfl 6 ftftFCSC?? SttTSh sflfVCTO 

SX* W^CS CS 3T4T? tfWTS OT5 4Tt TOTTI TO? flJR TOT*t? *FT4T OT^T 

fb<tfM «llf*C<4. t4TC7 4fTOT? f^nr zrt I TO^fW? «fflp!F TO^ fror TOC?? ffTTOTTO 
e tot sfs^wjtara « to^r^? ?pt??T «rr^ =nt cro ?r 

TOTO^BT «TO< at^TOT 4RTOT TOftl 5C? njT^OT^CTO ^ ?T RTTTOT 
TO? TOT TO TOTT 4?^ C* f TO? «TTt^ TOWT? TO\'C« CTR^Tn 4t? I 

CROTT?C C T? ?4R? 5RT TO<RC^? C? C?fW 4Tt?? TO?, « TO ^t??T? 5TOI 

l g^TO? «TTTO? fro fTOT SR S TOlSTCTO C? «V?TO Pt?TCT TO TO4^1?1 
<OT TOOT. TO? Sn? vnc«d«r. 4^5. TOTO?, C??*t-C?? J t, TOT w wf?? TO 
scre^i 4Trf? «umcH? ac? ac? «ifT5ftt? *ro «dfro ^.cm ^itro Kirci c? 

TOR? fro? TO TO5? ?tlT ntyCOTl 2WR WR 4TTt*W^T f? TO? ?^? 


*nt?rcf, 

5OT? f?mt^ CTO ?T? — 
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an ifnrcn *\ ifc.su;* i nf*t>$w, rr^rr fersmt 

tott ihVtit wrt. <1<$w wtt, tomii sr i term srt falromi m 
TO^ffr errm «*i^i, ai*fi> imTnsi cmnn fcmr sti it an ntcns 
aw* sin *fm? rto it* u sro *rafc an ^tomliT am, am, faro 
art i^fm c<^t< an cihc^ cnim *^fcir ifwi wsm fn$n 4f«i *u(4 i 
& TOCH VfTZ TOl H TOTl TOTCK WTO C1T1 1?T HI HI afc s^RT ^TTf«C5 
afttwnr « afiSTO tot m its fnar f^nr c6^$t fffcca« aw: i^r? fm t>f»r«icak. t 
a nr«t st^t nfirni btci src^«&5 n wrtmft sot wp i 

**0*1 5fTOT fTOTti>t 5TRT TO Cl & a<F TOCH TOT* <m,fcbr8 niW 

cim*t iff^imi (iron nnnraro fofntfHj ifcurf) tan nfas iron Vrt fcfaw 

•CTfclTCI IT ’HU lTfc STGTtf «iMJT 1TT54 ?R5 iJTO? C4 h T&.M(« ITfc I 


5TT«rr?c«T cnVti from — 

**oo— * o,s^g.8oo 
— *>o,000,^ *>^> 

^fcoq-- oi.tm.&fco 

tffwnsr an hf:*to fofatnrmi n*m im fron^ msir ira tot 
afc— - 

*8bb acrorrfin 
^8 cnfiGnTTfa* 

** TOjnVti 
8 45m^*l 

fcm ic«n TOrors n«m acrorTtn^ -8^. cutis 8 an srrunVt -o — cuU asi 

nwT?1 an ci-nnrnrt iTTH^rnsr^, an fc$fan n 
W«it»ro tott Miw nrra fai^r fmrc — 

I. M. S. Officers . . 23 I. M. D. Officers .c 8 

Salaried Graduates .. 519 Salaried Licentiates .. 1622 

Honorary Graduates . . 34G Honorary Lieentiates . . 141 

t*T Ilf®® qualified private practitioners an 4T$C$ fcfTO 3TC41 
WV$U$ ftfTOTO* 5RT <4,RTW fafTO fetTOTOT flff iTniT 15TT1 «TfHT 

fafror nroR ar a* *w*m «w* srt ottot n r faaTw 

CTOTtTO ^ Hit <41 vgfpvifift 4T75 SfT*! WR 4l«! «nf<FTO <T4T 411 CW 

HI Cl C1T1« SlTCl SlliR‘4 4t<C13 IT HflC^T «tCW IWlTO fllT M‘<F41T-lTHTf 

tori ifiir itc<f i mm ici to fun to ait ctoi^t fro it jntira 

mn IR^CH a^lT CUT TO1 H5fn IT HT$1 ifnj <Wl8 

H^iTfroi cto ftro nrcn wfii ci 15 nrflirVui am fur Mtoii 
tocit ifnr irtci win from irfci 
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Tuhti stRrtroff — 

No. of dispensary in all 

No. of Union Board disj^nsary in all 

*3W«ri 

Pol ice -station 
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42 

27(1 

10 lakhs. 
14 


«iro as c?*rt 

«iW?f rt?TCf i 


A*m TOwfU w? smr?it??T cOT“t? 0,8 1115 

*« a^RR fofw* to *fro ^ aw* ^ 

rtre tfirfroi at w wrm ^ nra 8*» ^pensary n-^f 
era^i W twml w Snro rtrat *a:5 *ri mw ® R ’* r ™ 
5ro 5 *tt OT> C?FT3 faaT« «tf«TO? TO I 

pro, WOT **rt **r rt?T^. nf^tr f*r wp tow xfw? «mi 

griT( dis|iensnrv building ’'J* 1 ^ 1 

9*fo* Hto,k 

^ to, „o«. to Q ™ 

to tot rtntnn wtrt TO n =nti tame Wrsw 5^* •**«« 

Quinin e *TT5 *Tt l 

**r wmr*. 5?" «TTO5 ft*T? n? rtro Quinine a* 
CU cct$t 5twrs Quinine nTSST TO ^ 

£f 9sr« 55TC3? 5*5 w? a<f s*w< at w Quinine a* 

^pfiroXf* «pw ^ ^ Hiron ^ Biochemical 

standardization lalioratory TO <J ^ <"» « w J™ 

m* arro kfw TO* Quinine *W 9«t «0 TO* W?T TOTW 

^•8. OTJ ,.fc W7W 

Quinine at nfTOW ^ fW> I at nTO* TO Quinine a« 

tot W aoaf wtTO *TO Quu.ine a? eria! w tt omwi i 

COT faOT? *S*T aC*?TC3 WTO? I 

nnon tr mftw at* f* m* »>'*•'•(?««> W*>"TO . **• 

^ ^ TO, X’ltay institution "TO fTOTO* ■*»•' <■*« * 

tTflWI BttfWlTOOT •"*"* fee a® CfH « JJ® 

"TO fro? ^ JJJJ 

^WOTTOflTOTTOTOffTOhWClTOSW?® WTO1TBIW fTO *t* WW 
f^tOT ^ I 

« dispensary C5 C*ttJ kd 

«T Ct WCf, aft fro; lady doctor « «Wl "Wl 

trout, to «TO Mjr*— -* 410 « 

a^frocro- ^ «W * ^ ^ ^ 

w ^t new tm W8fT TO“ « 5 ^ 1 ^ ** ***** 


a?j *feao 



106 


DEMAND FOR GRANT* [14th Mae., 

*iti tor torcr wun, srarro to tor i? pi to ?toi to *toc 
tottv to « fl w «iiT^R a*ffc to frm* w\ nsfa? tort c?fi> fro 
*fa*r cror <wt cmic 5$ to; to ?ri tot* stw TO*t s M^c totcw ^<nr asr 
** c? nft'Uwl* *r ?n <ato$ to? tot arcra ? i to ? n rto 

to; ?^r ^tfn« to fa? ?rto etow^ to to«t sto-toI? [gfasnisR , to 

* ?RHR TO? I to; ??T ?T 5$W ?to ?TO ?W ?T, ?^>TO to?« fa TOBW 
TOT W nJbT<Pvam WT <HT 3*TTO OTHR I 

ST? « <Wfkin"lfl 5RT ?^TT?RT <*fTO TOTOR « dispensary? ^<CTT 

TOI? TO’TWl SWW $$f?TO ^5RT «T*W: fr $fa?H <£Rf£ gf??i 

dispensary ?G?T WW t 2WW dispensary S^3T g^R J , 8 y a r fTO 

sto *OT WWI TOW TOT? TOK tor lady doctor* midwife 
TOT 5fi* « TOTTO fee TOCR to TO - TOW «nfi? C5TW$ TOW 
tort *nTO nwi 

storiRw ?fas tor ®R-RTO-tow? to, toror? wm- 
taw $?-f*wr a?t aT$c«ii w tort as? stprw i 

«wt? ^tor etWfab m^faTO tow to srt ^tos j*to a??. Rtnr? stotto 
?T di spensary *m ®TO R TO RTT? a? 4*ffc Wfisft Sto 
? J to Qualified and registered toWFfa*W stipendiary TORT totf 
stow wi’s to^F w Sfas i a£ 8w f*rfro fatow?? wtotr 
sfoto to TOT?rc*T to? to tow*? to c? tor tottt toro 

TOR« sto? to I **o<H TOST? toto f?CTOtr Major Mills TOR 
*TTO$ TOT SWT *1lRW? TOT a? — 

lliere 1ms been a large influx ol patients from the mufassal where 
modern methods of diagnosis and treatment were not available. 
District headquarters hospital* with the exception of a few were mostly 
old-fashioned and ill-equipped and not as efficient a* the> should ha\e 
been. It is not a surprise that people should flock to Calcutta to avail 
themselves of the facilities which are wanting in the institutions nearer 
to their houses. The need for the improvement of the district hospitals 
was therefore greatly felt. One looks forward to the day when every 
union board or a group of two or three of them will have at least one 
dispensary *io cater to their simple medical needs. 

^ ?tor errf? TOR motion ft WTO g R ^V l HC?* 5RT Hfffw 

H Hilg «Kt *TOW «RJTO to R? a to *RRR to scheme 

2m tor Rf? Srorfw to? ww u u m tot tor tow <rt to 

to?i 

liTu WALIUR RAHMAN: Sir, I rise to support the motion moved 
by my friend Mr. Giasuddin Ahmed. It appears from the written 
speech of the Hon’hle Minister that as he was in charge of the Agricul- 
ture and Industries Department and has only taken over charge of the 
Medical Department very lately he could not give sufficient attention 
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to this matter. Sir, on t^e last two days we had the opportunity to 
study the budget provisions with regard to the most important subject, 
viz., Agriculture and Industries, with the cherished hope that we would 
get the solution of the problem of the poorly styled subsistence of the 
unfortunate people of Bengal. Butj^o our misfortune we met nothing 
but disappointment. Now we are aoming forward with the legitimate 
demands of medical relief of the halt-fed and ill-clad dumb millions 
of Bengal. The misfortune of the system of the drainage of their 
earnings under the imperialistic administration has made them easy 
victims to various tell diseases. Although we know fully, well that 
medical treatment will be of no avail if they are not in a position to be 
w r ell fed,\et we cannot but put forward this demand in order to make 
utmost effort to get them rid of the calamity. It is at least for the 
benefit ot the fortunate section of the people enjoying the advantage 
of the exploitation from them, if not to the benefit ot the poor creatures 
themselves, that arrangement for medical relief must be made to save 
them from the clutches of untimely death as well those of the fell 
diseases whielt eat into theii vitals and render them worthless, useless 
and consequently unnecessary burden to the society itself. If timely 
steps are not taken to solve the problem, the advantage the certain 
fortunate few are enjoying and their luxury, ease and comfort will 
certainly cease to continue. An off-rooted tree cannot stand, and 
these poor creatures are nothing hut the roots of all the wealth, enjoy- 
ment, luxury, etc., ol the country. 


Sir, you arc aware that dispensaries in rmul areas ore very rare. 
Very few are in a position to fake advantage ot them. Though there 
are a few dispensaries, the location of them lia-* been so badly selected 
that poor people cannot derive any benefit from them. Most of them 
having been established at the emit? ibut ion of sonic well-to-do persons 
they are generally located in Midi a place where a group of well-to-do 
people reside and these influential and rich people monopolise them. 
The poor people cannot expect to he well treated there. Iri the 
mufassal, Sir, good physii ians an* also not available. So fpr us my 
experience goes, I know that even some t bunas are going without 
treatment and without any dispensary. 1 think that more than five 
per cent, people in the rural areas cannot gd any advantage of 
dispensary. The deplorable condition of the poor people of the mufassal 
is nothing short of shocking. It is painful to describe their fate, and 
60 I refrain myself from doing so. I request the Ilon’ble Minister to 
‘consult the schedule of dispensaries and the vital statistics due to 
various diseases and statistics of attacks of various diseases, although 
the latter one cannot be correct as many people suffer from various 
diseases in the interior unnoticed . I think these things are maintained 
in his department or the Health Department. f 
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Ah regards the union board dispensaries , ^10 doubt a few dispensaries 
have been established at the initiative of the Subdivisional and District 
Officers with a small grant of some contribution to meet tlie preliminary 
expenses, but without any arrangement for the recurring charges. I 
have got personal experience of jgjy own district where in some union 
hoard dispensaries were started and thrust upon the district board, but 
the contribution received from the district board was not sufficient 
owing to its limited fund, and so they ultimately become so many 
dispensaries without medicine. As regards other dispensaries, I may 
say that they are nothing but instances of favouritism and nepotism. 
The Subdivisional Officer and the District Officer want to make them- 
selves popular in the district, and these union board dispensaries 
ure established in such a place when* rich and influential people live. 
The unit of such a union board dispensary comprise* three union boards 
and from this, Sir, you can well understand the position whether it is 
possible for three unions to be served by one dispensary. These 
dispensaries arc nothing but a show and a camouflage of dispensaries 
because there is no arrangement for their maintenance. These 
dispensaries are merely a burden on the union boards. The burden 
cannot In* Imrne by the union boards because one union board in whose 
jurisdiction it is located may take some interest, while the other two 
union boards are quite indifferent in this matter and their source of 
income is handicapped. T inier the circumstances. Sir. it is useless to 
establish this soi t of dispensaries. 

As regards other matters, the Health Department and the Medical 
Department are closeh mter-related, and the Health Department, I 
think, try to take some steps to leinove the difficulty to some extent, 
uud most probably a scheme was piepared 1>\c> years ago. Hut may I 
ask where is that scheme now Y I do not understand why this scheme 
has not been provided tor in this yeui's budget. We find from the 
budget that a large sum of mone.s piovided for under the Public* Health 
head has been transferred to other heads— 1 mean to the Publicity 
Department. This is nothing but disgraceful. This Government 
claims tc^, be a popular (iovernmenl and yet only to save their own 
position the mom\\ has been transferred to the Publicity Department. 
When we open the* ‘‘Bengal Weekly" we find that there is no mention 
of distress, misen and suffering in Bengal as if all these have vanished 
from Bengal, and there is onl> happiness pervading throughout the 
province. (Pries of “Hear, heur,” from the Coalition Benches.) 
This is what the Publicity Department does. There is no publicity as 
to how the condition of the agriculturists can he improved, but 
puldicity is made only to maintain the position of the Ministers them- 
selves. (Pries of “Hear, hear," from Congress Benches.) This is the 
position, Sir. The scheme prepared by the Public Ilealth Department 
was plated before the Conference of Chairmen of District Boards, and 
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this was approved with some objections and modifications. Money 
was also provided In the budget for meeting the expenses in carrying 
out the scheme, but no steps have been taken up till now in this direction 
and the money provided has not been spent. The result is, Sir, that 
tiie scheme has not seen the light of the day. This year we understand 
that the money meant for this scheme has been diverted to other 
purposes. That is an instance of nepotism and favouritism. Under 
the circumstances 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit but was allowed 
to speak for one minute more.) 

Tnde# the circumstances. Sir. rural areas will be deprived of any 
sort of benefit in thi*> regard. Though Government mi\ there is not 
sufficient money in the province, \et we find that luxurious provisions 
are made and a huge amount of money spent in **<> many institutions in 
Calcutta an well as pi mjStnv other urban areas. We know, Sir, that 
there is some necessity for a provision for the treatment of complicated 
diseases, but <ertainl\ that provision can 1 h* reduced to some extent 
and some relief may be given to the agriculturists, at whose cost these 
institutions arc maintained here If Government cannot procure any 
money to solve this problem, if tin 1 Government is not in a position to 
prejiwre uu^ scheme, then what is the necessity of going on in this way? 
We know, Sir, that there is no lack of money, because previously money 
was provided under some heads, which could not be utilized at all. If 
Government is not in a position to find money, then why is it not 
starting homeopathic dispensaries which can he done at a very low 
cost? 

(At this stuge the member having again reached his time-limit 
resumed his seat.) 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I have no motion on this subject. 
Therefore 1 would like to discuss the matter only generally. I have 
listened to the speech of the Ilon'ble Minister and also read the leaflet 
circulated by him this morning in which I notice that he hat said from 
the beginning to the end that he has taken over charge of this depart- 
ment from the month of January only and therefore it lias not been 
possible for him to look into the subject properly. That is the excuse 
that he has put in that pamphlet from first to last. Sir, as is usual 
with the Government from time immemorial he has found paucity of 
funds everywhere and therefore he could not do justice to his depart- 
ment, but at the same time he admits that there is a necessity of further 
improvement everywhere, but that that is impossible without the co- 
operation of the other Ministers. May I enquire of the Hon’ble 
Minister whether other Ministers as he has said are co-operating with 
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him or non-co-operating with him P For instance theirrigatian Depart- 
ment, the Communications and Works Department, the Education 
Department, — are these departments — I would like to enquire from the 
Hnii’bfe Minister, co-operating with him or non-co-operating with him? 
The fact remains that they are a very happy family co-operating with 
each other, working together for one set purpose; there is no denying 
that fact. Therefore Sir, the arguments embodied in this leaflet tare 
not at all tenable. Dr, Mookerjee has elaborately discussed the defects 
of the department, being a medical man himself, lie bus skid that 
every ere there is mismanagement in the department. Sir, I cannot, 
for the short time at my disposal, go into details, but 1 would only 
repeat what Mr. J. N, Basil has said. Mr. Basil in his able sfieech this 
evening lias stated that fiawabs are generally generous. I would like 
to enquire why the Nawub Sahib 4 )uh n*t been generous particularly in 
this easeP 1 notice that a grant has been allotted, only a paltry sum 
of Its. 1,000, to the Ayurvedic Faculty. I wpuld inquire of thf NawaU 
Bahadur whether it is not a mockery — this Its. 1,000 — for the 
Ayurvedic system of medicine P Whereas Its. 4,000 has been given to 
the Unani system in which case the faculty has not yet been 
established, but still in anticipation of obliging theRt* hakims in this 
country, whose number is very few, according to Government statistics 
there are only d or 4 dispensaries — one is the Tibbia dispenstjty at. Dacca 
and the other is at Delhi which is not in Bengal and therefore does not 
concern us, this grant has been provided for. So they need no support 
at all from this Government. I do not know whether the Nawab 
Bahadur has followed the maxim that ‘Tharity begins at home”, and 
wants to help the Dacca hakims with Us. 4,000. But he has entirely 
forgotten the homeopathic practitioners altogether. When a Bill was 
introduced by me in 1907 the then Minister, Mr. Nausher Ali, assured 
us that the Homeopathic Faculty would be established immediately. 
Then the Bill was circulated for public opinion. Then Mr. Suhrawardy 
stepped into his Hhoes. lie also gave a similar assurance saying that 
a Faculty would be established. Now, Sir, so far as I kifow, two 
meetings only were held and nothing has so for been done. It is up to 
the ITon’hJe Minister to tell us how the ease for a Homeopathic Faculty 
stands. But we may anticipate that nothing so far has been done 
because there is no provision whatsoever for a Homeopathic Faculty in 
the budget. If a Faculty were established, why no provision has been 
madeP Every one knows that the population of this province is 6 crores 
and there are one lakh o¥ kavirajes who cater to the needs pf the 
suffering humanity. Besides that there are an equally large number of 
homeopathic 'practitioners. Wlmt have you done for them? You are 
spending over half a crore of rupees year after year and a major portion 
of that amount has been a criminal waste as has been pointed mat by 
Mr. Waliur Rahman, the late Chairman of the District Board mt 



1940.] DEMAND FOR GRANT. HI 

Jessore. Also it has % been established by eminent physicians like 
Dr! Mookerjee wh|^ has proved to the hilt that the major portion of this 
amount is a mere waste. Now, Suy if we consider these facts very 
calmly, we find that it is the homeopathic practitioners who cater to 
the need of the suffering humanity in the villages. If we take it that 
even’ village has a homeopathic practitioner, then we find that there 
are about a lakh of them in the whole province. Besides, there are 
many other medical men who are catering to the needs of the massea. 
As has been pointed out by Mr. •!. X. Basu 7 ,000 kavirajes have already 
been registered and there are more thaiP 10,000 who have not Jtf en 8t> 
registered. Therefore, it is they who minister most to the Sfcdical 
needs of the people in the countryside. You have got only 14,000 
registered medical graduates professing the western system of 
medicine, and only 000 that have not passed through a Faculty whom 
we call quacks. Besides these* quacks there are several allopathic 
quacks in this country wl#>, as Dr. Mookerjee says, should he stopped 
^rom practising. Biff (Internment has brought forward no legislation 
either to stop quackery or to recognise them. Sir, time after time a 
Bill was introduced before this House, but it wu« negatived, yet at the 
same time the Nawab Bahadur makes the statement that Government 
is very keen atter the* education of the students of these* institutions 
and to give them facilities, hut I find. Sir. that they are not giving any 
hel]>. Theffe are only a few dispensaries in the country and, consider- 
ing the number of applicants, the majority of them are thrown out, arid 
are not admitted. If you do not increase the number of such schools, 
the students find it difficult to learn medicine without some sort of 
indirect arrangement. It cannot therefore he said that proper medical 
ed urhtion is being given in the country. Insides there is one other 
matter 1 should sav, ami that is about the* dental college in Calcutta. 
Sir, it is well known that in the Calcutta Dental College many people, 
particularly poorer people, come from the villages. No provision has 
been made for helping this Dental College. We know how dental 
surgery has improved to-day, and Dr. Ahmed has been a pioneer in this 
line in tffis country. We also know that unless help is given to # tfiese 
institutions they cannot thrive: there is no better cause for which 
money can be sj>ent. Now, Sir, considering all these rirrtffrfttonces, I 
must appeal to the HoiCble Minister to rise above the occasion to do 
justice to all the departments and cater to' the medical needs of the 
country not merely' by supporting the foreign medicines, but by help- 
ing the. indigenous systems of medicines alsqf Sir, I have no time; 
therefore I must once more tell the Hon’ble Minister to be generous and 
.contribute adequately to all these departments and wave the suffering 
h uma nity from disease and sickness. 


(At\his stage the House adjourned for 20 minutes.) 
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(After adjournment.) 

Khan Bahadur 8HAH ABDURRAUF: Sir, the Medical and Public 
Health Department, I consider, TS a very important department of 
Government from the point of view of the rural population of Bengal. 
But unfortunately, Sir, I find that this department has been very 
shabbily treated in the matter of grants. It is only the Public Health 
and Medical Department which can bring some relief to the door of 
the tax-payers of Bengal. So far as the grant to the rural union board 
dispensaries is concerned, I fimf that only a very small amount has been 
proviJfe, namely, Kh. 2,000. The* H on’ble Minister in his speech has 
said that the provision for grants to the rural dispensaries has been 
raised to Its. l,5(),ofto ant! lie has alio given us the assurance tliat should 
further assistance be needed, it will not lx* found wanting. I find that 
this Its. 1,50,000 is not meant as gianf-in-aid to the union board dis- 
pensaries, but it is meant to implement the scheme tor the establishment 
of rural heulth units. In the budget. Sir, on4v ifis. 2,000 has ttfcen pro«|, 
vided for grants to the union board dispensaries. 1 would like to 
impress upon the Jlon’ble Minister that these union hoard dispensaries 
are doing very useful work to the rural population of Bengal. Tt 
sometimes happens that two or three union hoards combine together and 
establish a dispensary und that dispensary really does a great deal of 
good to the suffering population of rural Bengal. Thereto e, it is 
highly necessary that Government should come forward to help these 
dispensaries. Sir, if at the modest calculation a sum of Ks. 250 is given 
as a non-recurring grant to the union hoard dispensaries, about 000 dis- 
pensaries could he helped with this Ks. 1,5(>.(KM) hut. Sir, I submit that 
if instead of giving Ks. 250 only Ks KH) is given as an annual recurfing 
grant to each dispensary Government will he able to help thereby 
1,500 dispensaries in the whole of Bengal. Therefore I respectfully 
invite the attention of the Hon’hle Minister to give sufficient grant-in- 
aid to these rural dispensaries. 1 find that a sum of Ks. 1,50,000 has 
been provided for the establishment of Shall pui Dispensary in the 
dist^fbt of Faridpur. I do not know why this particular fdace has 
been selected for the establishment of a dispensary at Government 
expense. it is the intention of Government to help the establish- 
ment of union board dispensaries I think that a substantial amount 
should be provided iu the budget in order that capital grants may be 
given to those persons who are trying to establish union board dis- 
pensaries. There is a scheme no doubt so fur as we can ascertain from 
the speech of the HoiTble Minister, but I do not find any money pro- 
vided in the budget for giving effect to that scheme. I would also 
suggest that so fur as the scheme of rural health units is concerned, 
provision should be made for the appointment of Assistant Health 
Officers, one for each subdivision, so that they may have a c!4ar look 
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into the working of the •Health Unit Establishment* and Sanitary 
Inspectors. Rural sanitation is a v*IS?y important item which should 
be looked into. It is food adulteration amongst other things that is 
responsible for the low level of the health of the people. I do not find 
anything in the budget to check the food adulteration. It is for this 
purpose that the Public Health Department should appoint Assistant 
Health Officers, one for each subdivision, so that they may 
scrutinise the work of the Sanitary Inspectors and food adulteration 
may to a certain extent l»e checked, f As the question of Public ^ealth 
is not under discussion, 1 shall conclude my remarks by saying that 
more money should la* provided for the union, Ward dispensaries and 
attempts should ta made for the establishment of village dispensaries 
with Government aid. 

Kha*. Bahadur Mgulvi, JALALUDDIN AHMED: Mr Speaker, it 

is a great relief from tongue-tied silence and refreshing to get an 
opportunity to speak which, thunks to the technique of parliamentary 
etiquette and party debate, have Won denied to us on this side of the 
House behind treasury benches. It would not he overstating the posi- 
tion the ministerial party occupies in the budget debate, if I say that 
we have bdJfsn reduced to automatons for producing Ayes and Noes. 
Budget presentation is a very important item in legislature. At any 
rate. no far as the budget is concerned, the opportunity to speak on it 
is a very valuable right which should be extended to memWrs of both 
sides of the House for honest criticism and for construct ive suggestions 
to file Hon’hle Minister in charge of the department. I would not 
have intervened in this debate* on account of the handicap and strain 
on the members of this side of the House but for ventilating two 
important grievances aud crying needs. One is this: for the improve- 
ment of the Calcutta Medical College the Hon’hle Minister has set 
apart a large sum of money for nursing staff and other improvements 
of the MAlical College; but I do not know whether it has Wen brought 
to his notice that there is no separate children’s ward in the Medical 
College. The only apology for a children’s ward is a want**## medical 
and 8 surgical bedh under professors of medicine and clinical medi- 
cine and common surgeons with the result that the growing peculiar 
diseases of children have got to be treated by those who have got an 
overcrowded programme everyday and who have got no special study. 

Sir, the Calcutta Medical College is the premier medical institution 
of India and* it should stand in a more favourable position than the 
Medjeal Colleges of other provinces. The attention now given to the 
. treatment of children’s diseases is very meagre and more attention 
should given to*it. In the Campbell Medical School there is a 
separate children's ward And in the Chiitara® jau 8eva Sedan is * a 
$ 
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children’s ward, but there is no such ward in the ^Medical College, 
Calcutta. In Bombay and Madras, they have got altogether separate 
children’s hospitals, but Bengal has none with the result that children’s 
diseases are being indifferently treated. The inconvenience that is 
experienced in putting children in the ordinary adults’ ward cannot 
be exaggerated. It does not cost Government anything excepting the 
re-arrangement of spaces in the Medical College for setting up a 
separate ward with a separate outdoor dispensary under some special 
staff. ^ There was a time in Bengal when there was dearth of special- 
ists in children’s diseases. But now there is no such dearth of 
specialists in Bengal, and so there is no reason why our Government 
should lag behind in providing a separate children’s ward in the 
Calcutta Medical College. The children’s treatment has assumed a 
growing position of importance in medical science and it is being 
accorded a special study like tropical diseases ami those of ear, nose 
and throat. This is one item to which I wish to draw attentlhn of the 
Ilon’ble Minister. 

Sir, the other item to which 1 wish to draw the attention ot 'the 
Hon’ble Minister is that relating to the appropriation of the Medical 
grants to some parts of the province at the expense of others. 

My friend, Khan Bahadur Shah Abdur Rauf, has already antici- 
pated me by pointing out that provision lias been made in some 
districts tor village dispensaries, but there is no corresponding provi- 
sion for other districts of the province. I do not like to comment more 
on this subject because there may be good reasons for it ol which we 
have gut no knowledge and which have not been disclosed in the lucid 
exposition of the lion ’hie Minister in charge of Local Self-Government. 

My submission to the House is t hat out of the total Medical budget 
of Rs. 58,15,000 against Rs. 55,50,000 of the revised budget, some 
grant has been provided for the medical establishment and also for 
medical relief. So far as hospitals and dispensaries are con- 
cerned, thpy have been allotted only an amount of Rs. 27,28,000 for 
the >ear 1940-41 out of which the Presidency hospitals have absorbed 
a considerable amount and mufassal hospitals and dispensaries have 
been allotted only Rs. 3, 28, IKK) which also includes the cost of super- 
intendence and establishment, with the result that only a very meagre 
amount will go even to improve sadar hospitals aud raise the number 
of dispensaries. 

I draw pointed attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the deplorable 
state in medical aspect to my constituency. I refer to the subdivision 
of Cox’s Bam in the Chittagong district. So far aa the medical 
facilities are concerned, they are almost nil in a vast area, more thpii 
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one-third of the whole district. I would request the Hon ’hie Minister 
kindly to take note of this fact, and it will be corroborated by the 
officials in the Chittagong Division. When the Ilon'ble Chief 
Minister went to the locality, he himself admitted the necessity for 
medical facilities when replying to the public address presented to 
him. The area of the place is about SSti square miles and (iovernment 
will be surprised to know that there are only 7 thuna charitable dis- 
pensaries to look to the medical needs of a population of a Unit 4 lakhs. 
Every year there are epidemics ot idinleru and kulu-uzar in that place 
and malaria is taking a heavy toll of human lives every year. I, 
therefore^ request the Hon’ldc Minister to make special allotment for 
providing medical facilities there. B\ this. I am not making any un- 
reasonable request to the Hon'ble Minister. Out ot a total revenue 
ot lb lakhs which Government collect from the dUtriet ot Chittagong, 
the Government hfni* i/mhui there produces a revenue of about Hs. 8 
lakhs and there is khox nmiuil dispensary there. This is really a very 
deplorable state of things for tin* Government which occupies dual 
capacity of landlord and State. The district board has established 7 
thuna dispensaries then* recently— say, f> or 7 years ago. These dis- 
pensaries have no adequate appliances or medicine. In conclusion, 
I hope that the Ilon’ble Minister will kindly see that essential medical 
facilities are provided there. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR : Sir, I rise to-night not to enter 
into the merits and demerits of the Medical budget at all but to bring 
to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister a few points which require care- 
ful consideration. The tirst thing to which I druw his attention is 
the almeuce of any money tor extending treatment to persons who are 
bitten. by rabid animals in the mufassal. Everybody in this House is 
perhaps aware of the fact that a good number of people are generally 
bitten by these rabid animals, and the best place for treatment is 
Calcutta. # But it is very difficult for the mufassal people to come here. 
Of course I understand the privilege has been extended to some of the 
district hospitals, but in subdi visional hospitals rarely any arrange- 
ment has been made. The uext point which I would like to bring to 
the attention of the Hon’ble Minister is the absence of any grant or 
any money for the encouragement of dentistry in Bengal. A fey* 
years back it was under the contemplation of Government to establish 
a Dental College in Calcutta, but unfortunately for want of funds that 
project has been dropped, and I do not know whether Government 
will be able in the near future to have sufficient money for the 
scheme. But there is one thing which the Hon'ble Minister should 
.particularly take into his consideration and that is that a private 
college established In Calcutta is doing very useful w$rk and it is 
efficiently run by my friend Dr. B. Ahmed. 1 understand tBal 
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repeated attempts have been made to get sopae help from the Govern- 
ment to equip the college with modern instruments and medicines, but 
for want of funds that gentleman is in great deal of difficulty. I do 
not know whether the lion ’hie Minister himself has got a tooth-ache or 
not. At least my friend Kazi Emdadul Huque will bear me out what 
difficult position a man fulls in when lie gets tooth-ache. Therefore 
y submit that the Hon’hle Minister perhaps will lie able to give me 
some assurance to-night that he will arrange for helping this parti- 
cular Dental College which is doing useful work in the province as 
well as allot some money, it jmssible, in a supplementary budget for 
the treatment of persons who are bitten b\ rabid animals in the 
mufassal. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I should 
take the opportunity of speaking a few words on this motion. While 
fully recognising the necessity and propriety of giving increased grants 
to hospitals of the metropolis and the mufassal towns, I must say that 
the grant of a sum of Us. 1,50,000 to the rural dispensaries is by no 
means adequate. The Hon’hle Minister-in-eharge, of course, held out 
hopes in his speech that the department will not be found wanting 
should further assistance be needed in this direction. Sir, there is a 
persistent demand for the establishment of a dispensary in each union 
of Bengal, and I believe that the demand is wholly justifiable in view 
of the fact that euses of malaria, kala-azar and other diseases are on 
the increase in every village and the existing dispensaries whose number 
is extremely meagre and limited cannot at all cope with the situation. 
Sir, 1 am told that there are now 529 village dispensaries in Bengal. 
In a province where tin* number ot unions is .*>,000 with about one 
lakh of villages and such a large population, 529 village dispensaries 
are too insufficient to be able to give adequate medical relief to the 
people concerned. If Government annually spend 1,50,000 rupees for 
529 such dispensaries, the total cost for maintaing one dispensary for 
each union at the rate of Its. 290 on an average will be in the neigh- 
bourhood of Its. lo lakhs a year, Government now spends Hs. 11 l&khs 
*unuall> for the sanitary staff. Everyone will admit that this exend ir 
ture on the sanitary stuff is practically a waste, inasmuch as the 
Sanitary Inspectors and their assistants are not properly qualified to 
give necessary aid to the suffering people when epidemics break out 
in particular localities. Therefore, the entire amount spent for the 
maintenance of the sanitary staff may be at once released and utilised 
towards the establishment and maintenance of one dispensary in each 
union in this province. I realise that this proposal, if given effect to, 
will cause great hardship to the employees of the Sanitary Department, 
hilt I do feel that it will be fully justified for the-greater good of Hie 
country. 
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• Government now spends about Rs. 1,50,000 for the rural dispen- 
saries per year. Add this # amount to Rs. 11 lakhs spent on the sanitary’ 
staff and yotf will get Rs. 12,50,000. You can easily find another 2 
to 3 lakhs by making retrenchment in the department and you can 
get Rs. 15 lakhs on the whole and with this amount the problem may 
be easily solved. The present system of giving indiscriminate contri- 
bution to the dispensaries cannot be justified, because the authorities 
of the district boards who are clever and prompt are getting more money 
on this head than the district boards where the authorities are rather 
callous and indifferent. For example, in My men singh district alone 
50 village dispensaries have been granted subsidies and Pnbna has 
got subsidies for as main ns 32 dispensaries this year, whereas Noakhali 
has got subsidies for 11 such dispensaries and it is my painful duty 
to point out here that my constituency consisting of 20 unions has got 
only two such dispensaries. It subsidy is given in this way without 
proper examination of the local needs of each district, there is Imund- 
to be a great injustice, and I submit that the people of other districts 
should not suffer for the indifference and negligence of the local autho- 
rities. Government must come forward to give equal medical facilities 
as far as possible to all parts of Bengal by establishing at least one 
dispensary in each union and when this is dotfe, — and 1 believe it can 
be done without much difficulty, —the problem of providing medical 
help to rural Bengal will be solved to a great extent. 

With these tew words, Sir, 1 appeal to the Hon’hle Minister-in- 
charge to bestow his earnest attention to remove this long-standing 
grievance of rural Bengal In taking immediate steps to establish one 
dispensary in each union throughout the province. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Shaker, Sir, 
the eternal neglect of the mufassa) of Bengal which characterises the 
budgetary provisions of the Government in pre-autonomy days is still 
reflected very markedly in the much vaunted budget of the democratic 
popular Tjovernment to-day. Sir, if according to the Newtonian law 
matter gravitates towards earth, according to the lamentable law of the 
present Cabinet, the budgetary provisions gruvitate towards Dacca 
and Barisal. Sir, this is a matter which i* not my inference merely. 
It is a matter which has been very clear by the introductory speech 
while the budget was presented by the Hon ’hie the Finance Minister 
and my inference has been more than borne out by the various speeches 
of the various honourable members of the Coalition Party who have 
just preceded me. Sir, it is my painful duty to make an, observation 
that the ministers to-day are the ministers of Bengal, but they do not 
kn<ftr Bengal as it is. They have no comprehensive idea of the vast 
territory of the province nor any idem of the burning needs which are 
pricking the inhabitants of this mighty province day in and day mit. 
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So far as the medical side is concerned, the previous Government were 
satisfied with making pompous provisions ariti investing large sums of 
money in centralised institutions. But although the wheel has turned 
and although we seem to be living in a time when decentralisation is 
the order of the day, still, Sir, facing the facts, we find that investments 
are being made in centralised institutions and there are institutions 
which have been kept up in a very miserable condition. The needs of 
rural Bengal are being neglected, neglected to the heart’s content of the 
Cabinet and to the discontent of the rest of Bengal. The Ministry hajs 
no comprehensive plan so far as the medical side is concerned. This 
will be borne out by one single instance. At page 107 of the Red 
Book of this year we find that out of Its. 2, fit), 000 which was, provided 
for a particular expenditure only Its. 1,17,000 was spent and the rest 
could not be spent because the Ministry had no plan, absolutely no 
avenue for spending this money. 

Sir, you will find, and I hope, \ou will agree with me, — and that 
has been made out by the honourable members of the Coalition Party 
— that hospitals in the district towns arc starving. Through local 
efforts hospitals have come to stay and small subsidies like doles have 
been given from time to time, but these have not strengthened these 
institutions, although they are the onh institutions upon which the 
mufassal people can rely. 1 will give sou. Sir, one example. In my 
own district, the district of Murshidahad, the sadar hospital at Berharn- 
pore is one of the biggest in the mufassal, which accommodates in 
normal times as many as 150 indoor patients and in the outdoor depart- 
ment about 500 patients are looked after every da\, and in abnormal 
times the figure swells up to several thousands. 1 nun tell you, Sir, 
that the hospital at Murshidahad not only caters to the patients of 
that district but also caters to the patients ot Birbbum, Nadia, Rajshahi 
and Malda districts, and through the munificence of one single indivi- 
dual. the Maharaja of Lalgoht. who is fortunately alive and about 90 
years of age— through the munificence of this one single individual — 
this hospital has grown to its present dimension, and it is thfough his 
munificence and charity that the hospital has become one of the best 
and the biggest in the mufassal. Here there is an X-ray installation, 
there is a leper clinic and there arc also infectious wards, and recently 
a baby mid maternity ward has also been stutred. This has bean 
possible only through the charity and contribution of this grand old 
man, and I think, it will be borne out by the Hon’ble Maharaja of 
Cossimbazar who is also a member of the Cabinet. But the hospital 
has gradually come to such a dimension that it is no longer possible 
for private charities to keep it alive. Private collections there are, sub- 
scriptions are collected from month to month and this grand • old 
Maharaja of Lalgola is still helping it, but it has copie to such a«critical 
condition to-dav on account of the withdrawal of the annual 2.000 
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rupees subsidies from \he Red Cross that it may collapse at any time. 
Last year, the Hon’ble Mr. Tanmuddin Khan, who was in charge 
of this department at that time, had the privilege of visting this 
hospital and he was preceded by no less a person than His Excellency 
the Governor of Bengal; and these highly-placed persons had made 
remarks which were extremely flattering and encouraging and they 
had expressed that they would recommend some help from the Govern- 
ment. But I am sorn to say that in spite of the attention of Govern- 
ment having been repeatedly drawn to tins matter, Government is 
absolutely slow and niggardly in coming to Ihe assistance of this insti- 
tution. May 1 ask. Sir, why do such things happen? How is it that 
Government which calls itself a popular Government, the Government 
which exists through the suffrage of the rural people, go on merrily 
enjoying their office onl\ 1>> making certain paper propaganda, while 
these people of rural Bengal are being staivcd Inning had no treatment 
in illness ? This is a reasonable question, and 1 hope the Hon’ble 
Minister will give a satisfactory repl\ . 

Sir, I ven much appreciate I he spirit in which im friend Khan 
B*h adur Maulvi Jaluluddin Ahmed lias spoken, and l am glad that 
he has not proved to be a blind follower of Government. May I ask 
him, Sir, and the other members of tin* Coalition Purt\ why is it 
possible for a Minister to go on merrily spending money on certain 
favourite institutions while mufas-al Bengal C being starved? So fur 
as my district is concerned, there are four members in this House from 
that district, of which one belongs to tin* Opposition and the other 
three to the Coalition Party. Every district is represented in the 
Coalition Party, and it is no use merely charging the Government writh 
negligence. There is the Coalition Party. It is not the Ministers’ 
Government, — it is the Government of the members of the Coalition 
Party, — and it is for them to go on stock-taking and answer their own 
conscience and answer the oppositionists. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: wnt, at wtort? cut tero 

tr-S^T TO TOC'UT i TO TO CU*CT •tTf'i CU CUC*T CUTCW3 SITO 

fau fsR cuc$t COTcrt crosi-fufTcuu *c?$ cure** w cutto* 

to to utc* uti au* crows tfuc? cro? TOt cuth fuu fau 

crow «rrc?T cutcu srm ctocvi at tovt ^ c*rr*w to ctow TO 
aeu aTO3 rour Un/.wifu to i sicstu tSfufcu aeft? c*jc* 
fromrn r fu wjpr ur to mc^s sfs aTO crou fsKpmtU 

WfT’R 5^3 To CUC*T CU TiH.CWfrofa OTCV OTT3 TOC* TOCTO 

Snro c*t*cu *rcuce uti cw m foc’nrnrfuu acttwJHc* OTl c*tcu $tut urvrtr 

■ TOfT «WTO, fw tJTCU? CTO TOt ecu =rr. CTOPf m show TO TO 

eCU l at UU show 3TUT3 CTO TO UT*. Uf«t 3TCU3 t UT?T SfU CTO TOt *1 l 

*aeu to crop totcu? cuc^u at nu fouro cums cutto *<> 

«re trro htou i ^TOc tw cuttotu ujn era Swru crrci i au'frr ceres 
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IftTCKJR, TO df&T COTP retrenchment frTOHH CTOCS'OTW W?t& HC? H CST 
«Hrtc?i $*w, h? csr ??1? l^w t toTc?? Sg? Siiwr w favol 

crocs cror hti ¥ntod>? ?s*hr htow gfarotl «rctca«rt?, hhTch? 

$n? ffllWR fTTfaRd?? CHOT??T CTORR HTi TO TO? retrenchment, faOT 

c»il f?c&TOfr rocws a«ro swot hJahtm* ??i ro i im cto ch Wwwrfl* 

^■Tc*^ as^w chtc? row bifactf' ®nxfvOTH sot *^f?*cw Thw c?w 

CHS? ^ Hlf$C? f?C?fTOR I #& W&T *fHC? PTO SWOT? TOT TO tCT<3?WW 

row?T cnfa =m oth ?t hot to tot h? w* fa5c?rsifi>?l fro $ 

St a?t Irol TOSW TOOT Hfafti ST-fP^T OTR TOW TO ^ TO ^R ? TOT TOTST? 
<[^C< a?t TO STO ?T a-SC? H'SlHST CHS? 4 HI [(3 HS fTOR HT ?Wl TOT? 

HWHT t Hfa opposition eiFStWHOTC? TOTOW TO TO'b ' WlCH? CTO 6 

®FCTTHT SWHT? fHTH H*®TOT* CHW? WOTOT 5 V *^ % W H OTWCS HWCST 

retrenchment a? sOTOTWlST C?OTTCS HWCST TOW TOT TOT l fa*S 

retrenchment TOC*H aHTR row mfiT CH ’t'to-WC? foOTW CTOCIH 

TOW W foOTTC?? WOT CTOW WOTPW TO OTTR TOTT-S?HT «TTTO HH 

TO«t HOT a«TTR retrenchments SRT foOTW CTOPR, SWT* sfaro t 
TOfYCHTO fTOH H? fTO TOW-STOW TOWtCH? CTO 8 staff HTf^C? Cbl W CtH I 
W* 8HT TOW W? H^TT OTH fro HT, TOT sincere =Rl TOTPW retrench - 

mneta? 5RT HTH*t TOW H^H HTli (Hear, hear) n^oan HHH retrenchment 

HTO TO HT, taxational WlH^T TOOT; TOT TO?T HE ^W S OT 

CHWrti: row? tot «rw? wrcsi crow sw sot wot afs hto ctot 

CHTC? HTCH. TO TOOT aHTR C?TW H9ST CHHCHT, a?T ^W- OTTOT fa? 
TOfrTHW TOOT CTOCHT, W CTOS TO? HT 1 TOTCH? CHCH? C«TOT\T«ll HfH CTO? 
HT1 m?W a-*W*S show ?TTOW OTR H?TO?I TOC? HH al 5RTl CHTfsi, 
nW<CH^OT TOW? TOT «TSPW CHTCiS HC? a?T H«T OTIC? H^F fa TOT CH CTO STO? 
ffc* CTOPW C?TW? <F?8T CTO ?OT? TOt>T? TO f TO HC?I TO *TC? Hfa HHTO 

H? &TTCfTO« CTOP3 HCH, Hfa H?TO 5? W\S TOVwl? HTlC? TOPS HC?. a?T 5W^ 

SWH WfaCOTttJf HTTWfTOPS TOTPW a?T FTSfartW? CHM?CK? CTO « a«(T^H 
TOTO HC? 1 m m WOT CHTC? HTC? TO TOOT a«CTC? C?TW TOTH CTOCHT, a CHIPS 
•rrc? HT \ WTCHW TOH-H^T cWTOTOH ??. Hfa STPW C?TW? HH? H ^ tS faW TORT 
HT?I S’TH^r ^H? CH8HT HT? SOT CHPR^f TO 9 TTC? I STPW H^W HTfa f^PS HTC?, 
STPW HlSOT? SRT CH CTO step ROT HC? ST Hfa TOOT WlR HT CTOPS 

^ttT? sthw tooth? a htr tow cro <wro htIi wl to «rrfa tot Hf? w f c? 1 ! 
row? tot «tsw? tori s*wr ?fa cto nf?^>nHi a-rocw tor a?t sot 
roWt crocs sot cto ?*h ktIh to tots to to?t sotts rowr crocs 

8^|S Wfa I 

Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Sir, hostile criticisms have been 
levelled against the Government for their failure to do whaMhey should 
have done. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister the other day, while reply- 
ing to the criticisms on the Education budget demand*, very politely 
said — “something attempted, something achieved, and something 
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remains to be achieved 1 .” It would be, indeed, uncharitable, rather far 
from truth to say that tha present Ministry has not attempted to do 
real substantial good to the vast population of the country. True it is 
that the much-talked-of millennium could not be brought to the country 
overnight as the friends opposite would want one to do. Sir, time has 
taught the people to distinguish between vjork and professions, business 
and tall talks. I need hardly dilate upon those points. Although a 
few dozen of people in this House sitting opposite do not admit that 
the vast rural Bengal unequivocally recognises that the Huq Ministry 
has proved a boon to the country at large, the ameliorative measures 
that have been brought into the Statute Book, have really changed the 
very outlook of the country and can challenge un> civilised nation in 
the world, regard being had to the shortness of time and the hostile 
atmosphere in the House. 

J would now proreed to make some observations on the Medical 
Demands. Sir. in a budget of Id erores of rupees only M lakhs and 
odd have been allotted to head 3H — Medical." The problem is so 
vast and vital but the approach i«< ^o meagre and faltering. Then again 
there is the vice of the tendency to centralization. Of the total dispen- 
sation under this head only a ver\ infinitesimal portion will flow to 
the rural areas of Bengal, while practically the whole of it is dispensated 
to be spent in cities and towns, honouring the maxim “carrying coal 
to Newcastle." 

Sir, every year thousands of people are ruthlessly being carried away 
by the pest of malaria, kala-azar and other fell diseases. Rural Bengal 
is paying a heavy toll of deaths of her sons and daughters annually. 
Some districts of Bengal are going to he depopulated. Yet the problem 
being so vast and of such great magnitude, l fail to see why Government 
should not tackle the situation more boldly ami more comprehensively. 

Sir, time has come when the whole situation should he overhauled 
and the whole outlook and approach should he changed. If you want 
real prosperity of the country. \ou must first give health and vigour 
by medisal help to the real producers of the wealth of the nation, who 
have been described by Sir Mirza Ismail as “patron saints of the vil- 
lage” and by you. Sir. as “men behind the plough.” What a shocking 
sight it is to see people dying without medicines and without food? 
I do not like to dilate upon those points any further. My specific and 
definite suggestion is that Government should establish one charitable 
dispensary within every two unions. I am told that there is a scheme 
like this before the Government, but I fail to see why Government is 
hesitating to put the scheme into operation. The question of finance 
may be raised. But finances have to be found ou + . The present mal- 
adjustment between urban and rural areas should be properly adjusted. 
Finances should be made available. The diseased, half-fed, and the 
ill-clad tillers of fl|e soil expect much at the hands of the present 
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Hon’ble Minister, Nawab Bahadur of Dacca. ‘The country has full 
confidence in him, and I hope he will kindly so husband his resources 
that the much-neglected countryside may no longer be neglected and 
may usher in a new era of health and prosperity to the country at 
large. 

Mr. EYED AHMAD KHj\N: winfo ?rra? — tot? ?*?; ratol 
T??r?Jto toot?? spot? croft i ot? spotr mx scot? t$ft?ra a?f5 ran? 
ftpw i f? ran? ras? ti mvm *mm *c m f??i tot? to? mm- *pps • 
ftT# ran? c?ra i ?r f??; ®rrra otiotj ^iotr, a?t 

h?;? rot ?ro s? oti a*R wro mm to ram cotito: i ?rm? 
f?ra? tot ?trat ra 5m fc^Trtos ?? wfcTO5< otto mm ?trat tot i 
ratc&< ®rt mf5 raifS 5 t?t ?t?-??t ;! ? rans* ?tc?r i h,<k. 
?m, w?rrarr, ?fa? a?t ?f??ra? rtos ton?? ®rt 5m ?t?~??tr ran? to?r 
??«rt ??? mm otot? otr ?rra rac? rates ?^TO to 5m $wr to otto 
«rt ?«r ?r?-??nR? ?*rr m *? otr ?s?to5 otsr 5m rati fftmraft? 

$Kfo? $RT TO m 5? Minister OT ?PR 5m rati TO aCTO? ?<mH< 
8RT Primal y tor? ?TOTTO ?*rr ?OT T? Minister 31 ?PR C? tax 
<to ot ran? Primary tor? se?r ??r ?t? m i ot? ?? at ?? toTotot 
f??TO RPCT ?*5 CUTC3 C5TCTO OTTO 5?? to? a?C faf?<R7? ?CRT??5 ?C? <*lt>M 
«raro ?OTfrafrra ramra wfra*5 S$? ram 5m? ®otx? to; ?ot mi oti 

«rrf? ?ftt OTOT *R-5R?ft $<;?PR TO, TO? RIOT ?ft?-? to, ?T£T, RTOTTOT CTO 

coif to? otto <*it?i<i< otrtotu wm 5toi 

TOTTO TO CRT? raWH-TOZI CTO COTT5 OTTO 1 fafft? HHU5OT TO aRTT 

otsvj ranmR otr raf?ftra? Ri<it ?w cc? i «vo , otr otttt? toi ot i ?rra ?n$t 
tot ratot ottoto to; to; totot to? raW?-*rrras? Totot? ??t i *gra 

*^TOR RTTO TO. OT, 5n?IC<? SRT Wl> OT?-OTTO mi? 

to i ®irm to srs'to? rato *dw e totst otr «v^r ratol me®*? 

OT5RT to? *R?vT Rtto *TR OTRTO toOtoC fot<< 

?tp? TOT mi? <aP( lOTra CFT5 4?t5 di8i>en8ary ?^TO, TO 4&&R 

raro ran? ?^? ra^m i wtW? (?to ototto ^^f5 to raW? otssjkrt mr? 

ra®?T i \h®ihi < ? c i3^ra? ratof? f*m? ?r?rar ?ot <sot toQ 

toi; ototot <fOT i *t;<; ?~*rr? to^ ram ?t i mmt ®nt? c?i *[;?; ?jtrwr 
v^rni cro toOT? m me? to to; i f?*-^ j^Ito tor ?^ot 
f?ra T^Rto rm to cro tor cototto ot?ot? to? c?t — toot ?ra 
me? toi ttoff cottc? tot? mrr? tot? ??i fRm? 5ufs? 5RT toe; mm* 
raTurai OTtot ?pr 5m rati ^?trt v\?i? tott? 5m c?n?ra m?®T ^?m? c<«u? 
5m rati to c?*ft to; cotto OTt m t ?R5to ?f? f?ro? ?*iTt>t? ?r?r 

«t?TO OTR TO? OTrarra sratosstf TOOTR SHOT? t5f??ra a?t5 ran? dispensary I • 
OTRT?*3 COTI? to ilOT TO? TO? fT?OT OTI? at ?? dispensary m 
seat cto ?tc? ot? ?tw ran? toi otto srt ?f? fsto « ^otpto? 

TOPOT TO OT raw f? OTCTOl OTOT <*1I?C< OT at TOT? ?f?TP 
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Maulana MD. ABDUL AZIZ; awrti awmfa TO, rt&m rofr 
aw*? aut r re t car?re cot afa a?ca? ate croff c? « <u&et> cnwr^te 
T& f a w ? ?r?w =nti ?rot ant aa aa m, a?r ca TO ’wnr 

wi f i rt ~ a?Hi - a «?c *? c? a^ar a?c? arm:, si? ama? wt« src* ?Tt, w 

at tfWlfot 5^ <*lfbm ?TC«n (A MEMBER : ato f* c«l<?W?) 

awn area? caracn? to ?rf*n aw? ^ to awra- faror w*c«h "amf? fa 
caraw ror a? a???ra1. $*r?r area eh an aw? ot tar ??. n*«4oO 
cro ca ? care? care? aro h?t? swi aro to «rro row vrata 4*ca? aw area? 
idea TO. TO aW ?^C7 nr?ro C? awn fa croff i ( (Mr. Arimuddin 
Ahmed : awn aTfa. awns «nw arfai) aTH? oti acamfaa Ft>Taw? 
?cw?a 5 «nan tot a^?? aar am *ws? ctosarrfva fotoar? ?cwro *vtr% arti 
awn afc ?ro astor^a «ngw? care? amf? c? aw. aero tSTnaw Wa?ea 
anyar apaws a?r? pii awca? area? aw to a?w c? to aw 

are? c? aw? ac?r aw a?to can fsfatar? ?c*hw ?? arti (Mr. M. 
Shamst’ddin Ahmed awfa aa$r acyw W? ^ni) fofaw? aan? area? carcaar 
w*y. ancafw?. ?tw? w*f?s \ laughter. aw? atn? ?*aj?r 
araoR awc??t ran at? wraro 

?yf*w ®c? an ot ?t rc? cror? a?w aw? aa. 

?^r? ^ r^rti m tore?. *?< tore? araro *h 1 
fc? a^fa ya aw fa a«H <rrf*ry cro ai?o 9 nr?- > 
fa ww to, ?^ot ca to 
a*? ami -to 'nenfa mr? i 

*n?T ?\f car? yi?r <rt?ca? «r:ca a*w? ca? * wac?rt «f?w? «r:ca to are? i 
(Mr. Abi' Hossain Sarkkr c*rt awr ar? a?r? hu???t awyni) 
carww cam fgrfa? n^qn? air? fa ?r sttto ar i ca? sw ®*rea? aitro 

aw? raw *^:a art i arfa wfw^ra «r % t?t? wr?fr — yTW? f^fa<w? aiT? 
?[? WTO5 wra TOr aa$T aw aaaro w?re anwai wSt WTO at c? at 
g T STO ?*? *rwr «^3?^ wWa f&f^^? ?^t Srtf^j wrofwai aror fr^ «;-aa$T 
aro arw, a? 7 - ar? aanro a T a^r?T .an^w ( s»nT* aa^r fston acw <r^a 
?f? wWg ^ Hrcg< R? tor? a?r m?. tot r a? eatator aw 

c ar ?ro ®n?T aro arc? tot?* car?c? ?tto to *tot f^fawx^ eaT?e??i 
(Mr. M. Shamsi-ddin Ahmed n:»a ac^ arl^? eaTTraTr«5T« crown) 
aTf? aw at? aw? at snro aarro ro croroi (From the 

Phaja Group. aTf*R, artani) ar? af«fw5 ?fa aTeia^rc? Wror row 
croce aa^?*n aro roca nwaTa^a^ tow gr yr? aew?^ care? tow 
awn aVf ?c?r i rorcs snw? to^ar? aro *r? ro t 

Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUI: Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 W K t# 
support the motion moved by Mr. Banerjet* this afternoon in budget 
debate. In this connection I wish to speak a few words about the 
importance of homeopathic treatment amongst the inhabitants of this 
province. 
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The system of medical treatment by homeopathy is not nnknoVn 
to the people of this land. Almost all the civilised people on the face 
of the earth recognise it and speak highly of its marvellous action on 
human system. 

It is a scientific treatment, Sir. It is based purely on laws and 
dogmas of nature. Natural laws are the predominant factors of this 
system of medical treatment. The morbid condition of a man itself 
indicates the retaech just required for the healing of the disease. So 
the signs and symptoms are the only criteria to proceed with this nature 
treatment. 

In order to be acquainted close to the plays of nature fin a sick 
person it takes into its study anatomy, physiology, botany, chemistry, 
midwifery, pathology, surgery and numerous w’orks of eminent physi- 
cians of the world. 

The preparation of medicine administered by homeopathic treatment 
is really a miracle. Single remeds and niinutenness of its dose is the 
characteristic feature of the .system of treatment. The more the medi- 
cine is minute, the greater is the action prompt on human economy. 
The method of treatment is very simple and less troublesome to the 
patient as well as to the househod. It is also less expensive in com- 
parison with other systems of treatment. Almost all the diseases 
current in this province — typhoid, phenumonia, cholera, small-pox, 
tuberculosis and even the tell disease like malaria are also successfully 
treated b> this system of medical treatment. 

Jt is by no means, Sir, inferior to the other school of medicine 
which is favoured and highly patronised by this our present Govern- 
ment. I do not know why our Government refrains from patronising 
and recognising such a beautiful system of medical science. It is a 
matter of great regret, Sir, that our present Government demands from 
the public a huge sum of moue\ in order to create a Homeopathic 
Faculty Hoard of Recognition. It is really a disgrace to that Govern- 
ment to demand such public money. 

In this present critical moment of economic distress throughout the 
leugth and breadth of this count n , when the cry for medical help from 
remotest corner of the rural areas readies the ears of Government autho- 
rities and when they wish to turn their deaf ear to it, my humble 
suggestion under these circumstances is : let our Government help in 
the spread of this system of medical treatment and start charitable 
iDfspensaries and hospitals in different unions in different districts of 
the province*. It is absolutely necessary and I know from my experience 
that people want it and love it. At a very minimum expenditure a 
large number of patient* can be helped, and thereby it will leeaen the 
burden of demand on this bead on budget estimate. 



1 m.] DEMAND FOR GRANT. i» 

•With these few words, ^Sir, I support wholeheartedly the motion of 
Mr. Banerjee on my right and resume my seat. 

lir. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sis; as the time at my disposal 
is very short and 1 as the discussion on this subject has already become 
a lengthy one, 1 must In* ver\ brief in ni\ rema rks. 

Sir, it is gratifying to note that the Government have proceeded 
with some of the schemes which we gave notice of before. In this 
year's budget although there is not much mone\ provided for the 
establishment of rural dispensaries and other matters, there is still 
some hope that this work will be done in the near future, and 1 
would request the Hon’ble Minister to expedite the matter as early 
as possible. To-da> , Sir. 1 am only putting forward some sugges- 
tions for the consideration of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Medical and Public Health. 

Jls. 10,000 has been provided as recurring grant-in-aid* to the 
Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital on condition that 10 beds shall he 
kept reserved for tin* people of the mufassal. 1 would request the 
Government to s«*e that these 10 beds are kept available for the 
mufassal people. As we all know that tuberculosis is rapidly 
spreading, some immediate steps should l>e taken in this direction. I 
suggest that the Assistant Surgeons in all the subdivisions should have 
a short course of training so that the people of the locality who are 
suspected to be suffering from 1 ulierculosis may have free examination. 

I would also point out that Government should establish a sani- 
tarium for the treatment of tuberculosis without delay. In this 
connection I mat say that tin* site selected at Kalimpong is the Jx*s< 
in our opinion. But Government imty further investigate into the 
matter of a suitable place: what we want, however, is that withoul 
wasting further time Government should establish a tuberculosis 
sanitarium. 

Anotiier thing, Sir, which 1 want to draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister to is that then* is a huge number of lepers through- 
out Bengal: I do not know if Government is taking any measure to 
prevent the spreading of this fell disease. 1 suggest that a home for 
the lepers be established : they should not be allowed to roam about 
in the streets and spread the disease. 

(Here the member reached the time-limit and was allowed one 
minute to finish his speech.) 

One word I would like to say with regard to the admission W 
patients into the Medical College Hospitals. Last year in my speech 
I Jointed out the difficulty about getting admission into the Medical 
Collegfe Hospitals* Sir, the fact is that a person who can get recom- 
• mendations of big men or approach through a doctor can get admission 
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into the hospital easily, but those who caiyiot get such recomiperida- 
tions seldom get admission. Then, Sir, differential treatment is meted 
out to the patients in the hospital. Such differential treatment should 
not exist, and I draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to this 
fact for remedy. It is very difficult for mufassal people to get 
admission into the Medical College Hospitals and unless they could 
spend some money they are refused admission. 

Then, Sir, another thing is in conenction with the scheme adum- 
brated by the Government to establish union board dispensaries. I 
think it w'ould solve the problem of scarcity of water if Government 
could establish one dispensary in two unions for the present without 
making any delay in the matter of giving effect to the scheme. Then, 
Sir, eye dispensaries should 1 be established in every district for the 
treatment of blindness and bad vision. If it is not possible at present, 
then increase the numWr of travelling eye dispensaries. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Sir, I would like to have only a 
few minutes and let me begin with the Hon’ble Minister’s statement 
not from the beginning buf from his concluding portion where he has 
said that Government have no Aladin’s lain]). May 1 request the 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur to go in search of Sultan Saladin’s talisman 
so that he can find some remedy)' 

With this remark, lei me come to m\ own point. 1 am speaking 
on behalf of a charitable dispensary in the village of Raigram under 
the union board of Noagram, police-station Lobagara, in the district 
of Jessore. Government have, if 1 am correct, declared their inten- 
tion to start a new dispensary in very union board; but 1 would like 
to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the fact that far from 
establishing new dispensaries in new union hoards, they have utterly 
failed in maintaining those dispensaries which have been in existence 
for more than ‘20 years. The dispensary of which particularly I am 
speaking has been in existence for more than 20 years and was started 
with the understanding with the Government of Bengal that in cases 
of financial difficulty, they would see that the district board would 
help it to some extent. But for the last 10 years, the contribution 
from the district board has been gradually decreasing and now the 
condition of the dispensary has become hopeless. Under the 
fljrcumstanoes, may 1 draw’ the attention of the Hon’ble Minister not 
to make declarations— I mean, big declarations — of starting dispen- 
saries in every union board, but at least to maintain those dispensaries 
which are in existence for the last 20 years or more than thatf* I 
would request the Hon’ble Minister to attend to the needs o f rural 
Bengal and see if they can at least maintain the existing dispensaries. 
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Sir, there are so manji other points to be discussed, but I do not 
wish to indulge in them. Still I cannot but mention only one point 
regarding blindness and the travelling eye dispensaries of which 
mention was made by the Hon'ble Minister. Perhaps the Hon’ble 
Minister is not aware of the fact that there are many strong, healthy 
young men who have lost their eye-sight due to glocuma or due to 
beri-beri. What have these travelling eye dispensaries been doing so 
long? If the Hon’ble Minister tours in rural Bengal, the information 
will be easily available as to what is the total number of youths who 
have lost their eye-sight due to glocuma or due to beri-beri. 1 hope 
that with these few words, I would be able to draw the attention of 
the Hon^)le Minister to do the needful in the matter of the dispensary 
1 have just mentioned. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

Sir, when the first Minister for Loral Self-Government got up to move 
his demand in this House and explained 1 that he had not the time to 
study the department under his charge he got claps from the other 
side for making a statement of that character. When I explained 
that 1 had only taken charge about three weeks ago, I heard a long 
and delightful speech from my friend Mr. Waliur Rahman. 1 would 
suggest to him that he would ask his ex-Minister friend what he had 
done for a year while he was the Minister in charge of the Local Self- 
Government Department. 

Now, Sir, let me turn to the cut motion moved by my friend 
Mr. J. N. Basu. 1 wish to inform him that the Government are 
sincere in establishing these different indigenous faculties and certain 
faculties have already been established. There is already, as far as I 
understand, a surplus of more than 30 to 40 thousand rupees. Now, 
when these faculties have been established and when they come for- 
ward to Government for necessary expenses in establishing medical 
institutes, it shall he considered by Government and given a 
sympathetic consideration. Bui till then it is difficult for Govern- 
ment to go out of their wav to budget any sum for these different 
faculties. 

Regarding the Homeopathic Faculty. I can assure my friend 
Mr. Sanval that a Homeopathic Faculty is going to be established 
very soon. They have already collected a large sum of money, and I 
trust that within a few weeks it will be established, and if they come 
up to Government after the Faculty had been established and ask 
Government for any help, Government will sympathetically consider 
th<f proposal. 

My friend Mr* Giaauddin Ahmed has .been saying that Govern- 
ment baa not established dispensaries in eveiy village. I am afraid 
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that it is not possible for any Government to establish a dispensary in 
every village. There are about a lakh of villages, and it will require 
a lakh of disj>en series and with the present finances of Government it 
is almost impracticable. But I have already mentioned that the 
Government is proposing to establish dispensaries in every two unions 
and that proposal has matured and I hope in a very short time I shall 
come up before the House with a supplementary budget so that we 
may be able to establish a dispensary in every two unions in Bengal* 
That is a preliminary. If tin* finances of Government are sufficient, I 
can assure the House that we shall then try to establish a dispensary 
in every union. (“Hear, hear” from Coalition Benches.) 

There wen* many other gentlemen who spoke at great length, but 
1 am sorry I could not follow them properly, but they indulged more 
or less in criticisms. My friend*, Khan Bahadur Abdur Rouf, T think, 
made a mistake when he said that Government has only granted 
Rs. 2,700 for dispensaries. Government has granted Rs. 1,50,000 as 
a recurring grant for union board dispensaries. 1 said in my state- 
ment that Government Iuih not made any provision for the Public 
Health Knits. Then* is a scheme in regard to this and as soon as that 
scheme is approved by the Finance Department, we shall provide 
money in a supplementary budget. 

In regard to food adulteration, 1 do not see how it comes into the 
budget. But l can assure the members of the House and we are 
bringing in a Bill in July Session next which will W a comprehensive 
Bill and include the question of food adulteration and other subjects 
of the Public Health Department. 

My friend Mr. Abu Hussain Sarkar wanted me to announce a grant 
to the Dental College* in Calcutta. I can assure him that Government 
has already appointed a Dentistry Board and if this Dental College 
applies to this Board which is being established and if the Board 
approve of it, Government will certainly consider the question of 
granting sufficient funds for this Dental College. 

Mr. SPEAKER: N awab Bahadur, I hope you are not replying to 
the Lohagara Dispensary (laughter). 

Tht Hon’blt Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I can assure my friend, Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmed, that Gov- 
ernment will sympathetically consider all the suggestions he has made, 
and we shall try and see if it is possible to carry out all his sugges- 
tions. 

In the same way all the suggestions that have been made w by 
different members will be considered sympathetically, and I oan assure 
them that we shall try our best to see if we ctn acoede to their 
demands. r 
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/ Sir, I think I have replied to all the points raised and in the state- 
ment I have .laid before the House I have explained the Government 
position and what I propose to do. I have nothing further to say, 
and I would request the honourable members to withdraw their cut 
motions. Otherwise I will have to oppose them. 

The motion of Mr. Jatindra Nath Husu that the demand of 
Rs. 51,27,000 under the head “5S — Medical" he reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The demand of Mr. GiasudViin Ahmed that the demand of 
Rs. 51/27,000 tor expenditure under the head “dS — Medical M be 
reduced bV K- 100 was then put and a division taken with the follow- 
ing result . 

AYES — 44. 


AM a! W IM, Maulti. 

Ml HttMln »a#kar. Hariri 
AMI Fail. Mr. Mi. 

Akmai Kkii, Mr. Syai 
ANataMla Akmai, Mr. 

•anwrU. Mr. F. 

IiihIh, Mr. Framatka Natk 
Ini, Mr. lantmh Kumar. 

BUvat, Mr. Suraaira Natk. 
Ckakrakarty. Baku Narmlra Narayaa 
Okauikuri, Rai Haraaira Natk. 

Oas. Baku Makim Ckaaira. 

Daa, Baku Radkaaatk. 

Da* Bkptk. Baku Kkaganira Batfc. 
Datta, Mr. Dkiranira Bath. 

Dalai. Mr. Haraaira Natk. 

Emitiut HHW. Kkti. 

Bkaaa, Mr. Atul Krtskaa. 

Qlaaaiila Akmai, Mr. 

Bagla, Mr. iagaik Ckaaira. 

Haaaa All Cfcawikury, Mr. »y*i. 
iaaak AM Majamiar, Maulil. 


Kkaa, Mr. Dikiadra Lall 
Kamar, Mr. Atul Ckaaira. 

Kaaia, Mr. Niskitka Bath. 

Haiti, Hr. Nikuaja Bakari. 

Maji, Mr. Aivalta Kamar. 

Majamiar, Mr*. Himaprava. 

Hal, Mr. Iivar Bkaaira. 

Haaial, Hr. Amrtta Lai. 

Manirauamaa litamakaii, MaaUaa Mi. 
MHkul Hataia, Mr. 

Makkarji, Mr. Okiraaira Narayaa. 
Makkarji, Dr. Ikarat Ckaaira. 

Mullitk, trijut Aikutaak. 

Namixuiiia Akmai, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ckaru Ckaaira. 

Ray, Mr. Maamatka Natk. 
taayal, Dr. Naliaakaka. 
laayal, Mr. taaaakar takkar. 

Ikakaiali, Mr. 
tkamauiiia Akmai, Mr. M. 
tiaka, trijat Daniaira Bkataa. 

W altar RakMta, Maatai. 


AMN AMt, Maulaaa. Mi. 
AMal Nats, Mr. Mina. 
AMN Naftt, Mr. Mia. 
AMM Mamii, Mr. A. M. 

. AMN Karim, Mr. 

AMN Majli, Mr. iyai. 


Akim Ka a k aai, Maatai Mi. 


AM Naaata Akmai, Mr. 
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Aalai Maaaata Kkaa, Maataf. 

Askar AC, Maulti. 

Bairuiiuja, Mr. Iyai. 

Cklfpaaiala, Mr. J. W. 

Oas, Mr. Aaakal Ckaaira. 

Dam, Baku Dakaaira Natk. 

Farkai Rata Ckaaikary, Mr. M. 

F ark at Baaa Kkaaam, Bagum. 

F aitar Kakman, Mr. (Dama). 

Byaiaiiia Akmai Ckaaikary, AlkaCj. 

HakMaBak, tka NaaMa Ntvak Maim K, at 
DNS*. 

Haftraiila Ckaaikari, MaaM. 

HamMaiMa Akmai, Kkaa BaSM. 

NamNtaa, Mr. K. A. 

MaarMafA Mr. R.i. 

Mayara a i, Mr. Ragan. 
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4MHM*tib Ah*##, Mr. 
laltiMI* Ai»a4, Mablvl. 

MraMN Oiartbvry, Mbotvt. 
laMaliMia AlaW, KM* lakMir HHvi. 
MHil, Mr. Bb«ka Babarl. 

MaMU, Mr. 4«fbt Obaakra. 

MWar, Mr. 6. 

Maala* All, Mallah, Maalvi. 

MauaiaNl Nab, Maalvi Mi. 

Mabaaiaiai Atiai, Kbaa lablb Maalvi Iya4. 
MtbaaaM Ibrablai, Maalvi. 

Mabaamai libaqaa, Maalvi. 

Mabaaiaiai IMilfba, Kbaa Bahaiar Dr. ly#4. 
MaDlab, tba Man’bla Mr. Mahaaia Babary. 

Mali tab, Mf. Valla Babary. 

Maatifavaal Ma^aa, Mr. iyai. 

■aaiy, lb# Naa*Ma Mabarala Irlaabaaira, ai 
tf e#aalnbaxar. 


NaaaraMb, Haorabuia K. 

Kaalaaiita, (ba Htit’bla Kbvaja Sir, K.t.I.C. 
Baikal, lb# Haa’bla Mr. Braaabaa Dab. 

Bazaar Kabmaa Kbaa, Mr. 

Bay, tba Naa’Ma Sir Bijay Praaai liafb. 

Ray, Mr. Patiraai. 

Sababa Alaai, Mr. iyai. 
tall*, Mr. I. A. 
laaaaltab, AI-HaJ Maalaaa Dr. 
larkar, Baba Haibaaaiaa. 

Ihababaiiia, Mr. Khvaja, Q.B.C. 
tbaaiaaiiln Ahaaai Kbaaikar, Mr. 

Ilriar, Baba LHta Haaia. 
tarith, Mr. N. Brabaat. 

Ta*izaiii« Kbaa, tba Haa’bla Mr. 

Tatal Abaiai Cbaaihary, Maalvi Haji. 

Zabar Ab*ti ibaaibary, Maalvi. f 


The Ayes being 44 and the Noes 71, the motion was lost. 

The motion of J)r. Sharat Chandra Mukherji that the demand of 
Rs. hi, 27,0(30 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Nawab Kliwaja Habibullah Bahadur, 
of Dacca, that a sum of Rs. 51 ,27, 0(H) be granted for expenditure under 
the head “d8 — Medical” was then put and agreed to. 


Mr, 8PEAKER: Before ] adjourn the House, 1 may say that 
after a discussion between the Opposition and the Coalition Parties we 
have come to an agreement that there will he no sitting of the 
Assembly on Saturday, the Kith March. In order to adjust that, I 
issued a circular to-day that it is possible that we mu> take up “Land 
Revenue" to-morrow- and continue it till Mondu\ 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, it will be very difficult for 
us to take up Land Revenue to-morrow. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, Land Revenue” 

is a major bead. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: We sh all in to take it up to-morrow. I do not 
want to finish it to-morrow. Discussion on it will be continued on 
Monday next. 


Adjournment, 


It being 8-5 p m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the 15th 
March, 1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta, 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assemhly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 1 5th March, 1940, at 4-4’> p.m. 


Present: ^ 

Mr ^fteuker (tin* Hon'hle Khan Hahudui M. A/.i/ri. Hauub, 
c.i.k) in the ('hair, 10 Hon'hle Ministers and VMVJ members, 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Vacanoies filled up by District Judge, Bekarganj, after March 17, 

1939. 


*226. Khan 8ahib Maulvi 8YED MD. AFZAL: on Is the Hon’hle 

Minister in charge of the Judicial Department aware— 

(i) that all the vacancies, j^nnanent and temjioran, that occurred 
under the District Judge of Bakarganj after the 17th of 
March, 19119, were filled up b\ non-M iihainiimdans : and 
(fD that the said vacancies were not duly advertised as required 
under rule lOl.t(ii), (’lvil Rules and Orders? 

(6) It the an^wei to (a) is in the* affirmative, will the Hon’hle 
Minister %* pleased 1o state w hat steps the (government have taken or 
contemplate taking to enforce the rule and the (tovernment cirular? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’hle Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): («> (i) Seven 
permanent vacancies wen* not filled up as not being permissible under 
the Cadre Rules. 

The following posts were, however, filled up as indicated below: — 

JTwo posts of stenographers were filled up by Caste Hindus as a 
lysult of competitive examination held after advertisement among 
the candidates, both Hindus and Muhammadans, the first and 
second in the examination lieing selected*. 
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One temporary additional translator *was appointed by office 
promotion, the selection being a member of the Scheduled Castes, 
and no suitable Muhammadan senior to him being available. 

Two seniorinost retrenched clerks were appointed for short periods 
to fill up temporary posts, but they have been discharges! 

(it) Does not arise. 

( b ) The question whether these appointments are in accordance ■ 
with the communal rulio decision is being examined by the Communal 
Ratio UH-er who will tuke steps tq have the appointments adjusted, 
if necessary. , 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state how and in which papers this advertisement was 
made for the post of the stenographers in the district of Bakarganj ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

In the local papers. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to .state the names of the papers? Or is the Hon’ble Minister 
sure that thev were at all advertised in the local papers? Or does 
he say so o»K 1»> guess? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H0S8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, my reply is there. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Rut, Sir, in which local paper. 
— what are their names? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

If that information is wanted, then, Sir, I would ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (a) (e), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why was a competitive 
examination found necessary to fill up the two posts of the steno- 
graphers w’hile the required communal ratio might be complied with 
by appointing any two suitable Muslim candidates? 

Tho Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bihadur: 

Sir, this is a matter under investigation at the present moment. *Our 
Communal Ratio Officer has taken up this question and so far as I 
know there is no provision for these appointment! being filled up by 
competitive examination. But it has been done, and whether it baa 
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been done rightly oi* wrongly is still a matter of issue before the 
Communal Ratio Officer. #So Iffiope my friend will wait for some time 
till he has considered the matter and given his decision. 

Mr, ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: The Hon’ble Minister’s answer 
(a) (i) to which he referred me does not indicate that the posts were 
advertised in the local papers. In that answer I do not find anywhere 
that the posts were advertised in the local papers. 

Mr. 8PEAKER" Well, the lion 'hie Minister has said already that 
if you want details then he asks for notice. 4k 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Rouble Minister aware 
that there is a great feeling that there was no advertisement and that 
it was only a farce of a test that wn« held 1 at which these two steno- 
graphers were selected Y 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I am not aware. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why the two retrenched clerks who were appointed 
were subsequently discharged? 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Well, Sir, they wen* discharged because they held temporary posts. 


Orders issued to boatmen of 8enhatighat by the 8 ub- Inspector of Polio*, 

Daulatpur, 

•227.* Mr. J. N. CUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the Sub-Inspector of Police, Daulatpur, in the district of Khulns, hus 
issued the following verbal orders to the boatmen of Senhatighat: — 

(i) that they must not go to Daulatpur steamer ghat (railway 

station ghat) without passengers; and 

(ii) that they must not take any passenger from Daulatpur 

steamer ghat ? 

• 

the fi^ksiper to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bW 
Minister be pleased* to state the reason for such order? 
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(o) Has any regulation been issued by the Government to control 
the boat traffic on the river Bhairab? * « 

( d ) If ho, when was it issued? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hoit’bla 
Khwaja 8ir Nazimuddin): (a) and (<■) No 

(b) and (d) Do not arise. 

Appointment of a 8pecial Officer to examine the question of improving 
^ the pay and prospects of inferior servants. 

•228. Maulvi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH : {( i ) Ha ^ the attention ot 
the Tfon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department been drawn 
io the reply given on the 1 fit h December last by the ex-Minister of the 
Department to the resolution moved by Kazi Kmdadul Huq? 

0>) if ho, will the Ilon’ble Ministei be pleaded 1<> stale whether 
anv Special (Mfieer appointed ha8 been — 

(i) investigating into the question of ihijhdmiiu the pa\ and pros- 
pects of the interior employees; and 
( n ) formulating a scheme which ran gradualh l>r given effect to 
by the Government '? 

(c) U the answer to {In i*' in the affirmative. will t he Ilon’ble 
Minister lie pleased to state the appioximale time wiien the report of 
the officer may 1 m* expected y 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): tm Yes. 

(b) An officer has been placed oil »jx*cial <lnt\ to examine the ques- 
tion of improving the pav and prosjieets of interior Movants 

(r) He is e\|H k cteil to re|Mirt witlnn six* months 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when was this office i ap|>ointed on a special pay? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Recently, Sir 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8 : How main months ago? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I am not quite sure, Sir; 
only u little while ago. * 
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Mr. SURENDRA 44ATH BI8WA8: 

be'p lease(1 to s,ate wllul ***** ,h * rw ‘"°. ,ls 

so Ion ft a period to submit his report.' 


Will the Hon' We Minister 
(or the Special Officer taking 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : S«. I «u o..l> hope 

that he will ft iii’li his report within -In mouths; ot he mn> lake a 
longer time 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: S . the 

not nnsvteied m\ M ue»tioii M> question a 

this office) w.«' taktiijr 'o lone tone to "tbmit 


Hou’hle Muuhum’ ha# 
> to the mison** W hv 
hi" retail t , 


Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 .!•- not think that > fan t iof. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the llon'hle Miiiistei he 
pleased to state whether the leave and pension question also will 
the sithjeet matte! of the Spe. i.il Ullieet's enquirv r 


"The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: 

r^tm fm at htpor ’■t';<rr<! stm a» ^ ^ 

^ mm*, tnoir. rr=r tw-s; "Tru U- *t 


Viw, It s 

«TMT 2^ 

<y, hnrB fa ^ r4 


f4C4&’ a T 


Mr. SPEAKER: Tlut queMiuh u«»t an 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the lion hh 

pleased to -late » bethel ( io\ ei null'll t would eon-idei the 
ot increasing the not.al pav o* the iftenoi 'e, 'ants’- 


M i ti he 

•ie-nahilitv 


The flon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The - under 

enquiry. Sir 


Rural reconstruction societies on co-operative basis in Rajshahi district. 
•229. Maulvi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: w W'H tin- Uon hle 

Minister in , hanre of the Co-npeiati'e Credit and Kur.,1 1 ndeh.edness 
Department he pluu^l to -t . 1 * *» 

(1) the numher o. rural <"t>- oi^nised in the 

* Kajshahi disiru. -operative ha,.- up to the present 

time ; • 
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(ti) whether any of these pieties have dotfe work by excavating 
irrigation It hah t tanks for linking water and village road 
by voluntary labour; and 

(in) whethei any of these societies have introduced subsidiary 
occupation in the agricultural and cottage industry field for 
their members? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (</) and (Hi) is in the negative, what steps 
dr»es the TTon’ble Minister contemplate taking in the matter? 

MINI8TER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Mr. Mukuntfa Behary Mullick): <oiG> 19 

(it) No. 

(in) Yes. 

(h) (Government have sanctioned a separate staff of ten Inspectors 
for looking after Co-operative Better Living Societies in Bengal, so that 
with special supervision they may Ik* more effectively encouraged to 
progress on practical lines. 

Organisation of rural reconstruction societies during the last three 
financial years. 

*230. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Ultra) Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to lav on the table a statement showing for the years 19*16-37, 
1937-38 and 1938-39- 

(i) the number of eo-opeiative rural reconstruetion societies formed; 

(h) the number of the co-operative rural reconstruction societies 
that were inspected; 

( Hi) the number of them that were audited: 

(ft*) the amount of financial help given to these societies*; 

(v) the number of these societies that received financial help: and 

(n) the number of these societies that are still functioning? 

(b) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state what arrange- 
ments, if any, have been made for the proper working of these societies? 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) (i) to (m) 

A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) Government have .sanctioned a separate staff of ten Inspectors 
for looking after Co-operative Better Living Societies in Bengal so that 
with special supervision they may Ik* more effectively encouraged to 
progress on practical lines. 
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Statement referred to ««* clause. (<»*(») to (vi) in the reply to starred question 

* So. 230. 



<•') 

(»o 

(mV) 

(ir) 

<*) 

M 

Year. 

Number 
of co- 
operative 
rural 
recon- 
struction 
societies 
formed. 

Number 
of rural 
recon- 
struction 
societies 
inspected. 

Number 
of rural 
recon - 
Htniction 
societies 
audited. 

■ 

Amount of 
financial help 
given to rural 
reconstruc- 
tion societies. 

Number 
of rural 
recon- 
struction 
societies 
that 
received 
financial 
help. 

Number 
of rural 
recon- 
struction 
societies 
still func- 
tioning. 





ItR H. 



936-37 - 

488 

266 

141 

6,419 n o 

j 

3 


937-38 

1 •>! 

! 

387 

305 

j 2.866 14 0 

0 

I 

i 

t 

1938-39 

i 

| 

395 

299 

| 

3.4K8 3 6 

i ; 

i 

i :u7 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon'hle Minister he 
pleased to state what steps the Government propose- to take to co- 
ordinate the activities ot these officers with those of the Department 
of the Director ot Kttral Reconstruction '■ 


Ttw Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 do 
not understand how this question arises. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: 

original question ? 


How do you < i in nee t 


vour question with the 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Well, Sir, m> idea is that piece- 
meal work done by the Co-operative Better Living Societies in 
Bengal will be quit© useless unless it is co-ordinated with the activities 
of the Department of the Director of Reconstruction who should co- 
ordinate and direct all the activities of all similar other departments 
and pool all the resources of the departments together. 


Mr. SPEAKER! 

the present questioi. 


Yen pertinent no doubt, hut not pertinent to 
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Irregularities in steamer service from Serajganj to Charabari. 

*231. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: (a) Will (he Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Comm un nations and Works (Irrigation) 
.Department he pleased to state whether it is a fact that the ferry service' 
from Serajganj to Charulmri which is the connecting link of communi- 
cation with Tangail is not running with regularity owing to shallow- 
ness of thr river channel Y 

(b) If so. what steps ha\** tin* (rover nrnent taken tor dredging 
the channel? 

(c) Is the Hon’hle Mirn.ster aware — 

(i) tha( the teirv sleamei docs not pi v on Sunday; and 

(it) that the steamer company arc not plying steam launch for 
easy eornmun ieation in shallow' water? 

( d ) Will the llon’ble Minister Ik* pleased to urge u|»on the -toamer 
company to retinae I lie grievam e» of the public'' 

MINI8TER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and W0RK8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Handy, of 
Coasimbazar) : ( a > I am informed that tlie ferry service is running 

"regularly e\iept on Sundays at present 

( b) and ( «-/ > I h> not arise 

(r) (C, Yes, 

(ii) ] understand that the steamer company runs t » stern wheeler 
steam launch named “Hetwa” at present 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the llmi'lde Mmistei he pleased 
t<» state y\h\ the ferry sen ice is not running on Sundays*" * 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

1 Ivelieve that is the practice l am afraid 1 cannot give any reason 
save and except that Sunday is ,i holiday 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the II ou’ble Minister 
kindly tell us if the Steamer Company has made any arrangement for 
Sunday s!" , 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

1 would refer the honourable member to my reply.* 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: wrt fir «« « 

shallowness of 
^tTRT 5TT? STOTTS C*l4-‘ 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHAN0RA NANDY. o< Cossimbazar: 

It may be so. hut I have stilted the service is rumnnjr. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: wro* a>sft? SOT Wiir sot *t. Sir. 

* inJlituniKN water — shallow nens 

*rstr? a*^T — owing to shallow n< mm m waui 

^rrjT 5^1 S5T*nr *T st wm? *T3T st«VT« l 


Mr. SPEAKER: 

whether the ‘•ervu e 
rejrularU 


'll,,, main olcjeet ol llie (lueslion is to aseerluin 
t mi n 1 1) K retruUirlv ami lie sm that it is running 


• Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: wot* »«r* Swn fit C* a* 

^ tfcOTT otW vs ?sr f**« 31 essni * '^ mraT 

shallow ne-s of water an »»i « ™ 

^ «rt*H ^ v ar ■ W *ta Wa «** stew *""< ^ ** 

OTOT -aST aftta* ar^ntr aw *5t ^ 370 


Mr. 8PEAKER : 

properh if allied It 


1 am iitr.ml then the question has 
should hn\e been put diilerentK . 


not been 


Mr. AOWAITA KUMAR MAJI: With reiereme to 
where it i» said that the service is riinniiiR rejrularK . will 
Minister til' pleased to slate it the setviee leaehes 
punctually at the- appointed time. 


answer pi> 
the Hon’ble 
t b * >* t mation 


Mr. SPEAKER: l’um tualitc. m not iruaranieed 


Mr. AOWAITA KUMAR MAJI: The 

not whether it i' running hut whethei it 
punctual 1> h 


essence of tin* question U 
is running regular 1\ ami 


*Th» Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHAN0RA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

1 don't think thafany -learner service can be very punctual always 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) * 

Form for inviting tenders by the Communications and Works 
Department. 

112. Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: { a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 

state — 

(t) the various forms in force in which tenders are invited by the 
Oomm unicat ion s ^nd Works Department for original works 
and repair works under Buildings, Communications and 
Irrigation heads; 

(it) whether any rules have been laid down foi the use of particular 
forms for different classes of work; 

(Hi) the list of original works for which tenders in form K‘2 were 
invited during the period from 1st April, 1937. to the latest 
available date showing the amount estimate! for in each 
case; and 

(ir) the time within which the work was to be completed? 

(b) Will the lion’ hie Minister be pleased to state in how many cases 
out of the above the work could not be finished within the — 

(1) estimated time; and 

(2) estimated expenditure? 

(c) What action has l>een taken so tar to give effect to the recom- 
mendation of the Public. Accounts Committee for 1939-40, regarding 
revision of iho Tender Forms? 

• 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coasimbazar: 

(a) (t) — (1) K2 form for piece work agreements. 

(2) II fonn for the supply of materials within a stipulated time. 

(3) (1 fonn for lump sum contract. 

t-D K1 form — This ,rot only stipulates the rates at which the work 
is to be done but also the time within which the work is to be com- 
pleted. This is seldom used nowadays. 

The tender fonu generally now in use for work is P.W.D. formtX2 
whioh is a piece work agreement providing for payment of work ^one.at 
a stipulated rate without reference to quantity or titoe. 
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(it) In accordance witb orders issued by Government in 1922 work 
is usually tendered for in K2 form. Attention is also invited to rule* 
175-177, Bengal Financial Rules, and paragraph 247 of the Government 
of India, Public Works Department ('ode, 10th Edition. 

(tii), (tr) and (h) The collection of material for an answer to these 
questions would necessitate the employment of additional staff and thus 
involve expenditure which I cannot commend to the House 
(c) The recommendation is under consideration. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a) (*) 
regarding K2 form for piece work agreement, will the ITon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state if there has been anv work done under the 
direction or auspices of the Public Works Department which has been 
in any other form than K2 form? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I would refer the honourable member to mv replv (4>. which savs that 
K2 form is now in general use 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SAN YAL : l want to know if there has beet 

any one single instance of any other form than K2 form being used ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Within who ■h time? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Any time, say within twenty 

years? Within the last twenty years has thero been a single instance 
in which any other form than K2 form was used? 

Mr. 8PEAKER J I don’t think that it is a fair question to ask. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: If you like, 1 shall limit the 
period t# three years 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

It is difficult for me to give a reply to that question. As I have said, 
K2 form is now generally used, whereas the other forms are rarely used. 


Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is it a fact that all big works, 
apart from mere piece work agreements, like Nabaran-Satkhira Road, 
Anderson House, and Brabourne College, have all been . undertaken 
under K2 form ? 

Tbo Hon’bl. Mlharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Conimbaurj 

That is so. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: U it a* tart that the rule 175 of 
the Mongol Financial Rules definitely states that agreements for the 
execution of work by piece work are not to be executed under contract 
work Y 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I would refer the honourable member to the rest ot the rules where he 
will find that there nui\ be contracts for piece work as well. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is not so. 1 submit that 
here the question as answered l piers to form K2 tor piece work agree- 
ments and, in the rule referred to, it is specifically said: “The recog- 
nised systems for carrying out work otherwise than by the employ- 
ment of dtaily labour an" ‘Piece work' and Tontraet work’. Piece 
work is that toi winch only a rate is agreed upon, without reference 
to the total quantity ot work to be done or the quantity to be done 
within a given period The term ‘Contract' as used in this chapter 
does not include agreements tm the execution of work by piece work, 
nor does it include mere mdinary purchases of materials or stores. 
All otiier work done undei agreement is termed ‘contract work’ and 
in agreements for such work which should invariable be in writing, 
there should generally lx* a stipulation as to the quantity of work to 
be done and the time within which it is to l>e completed.” May I 
know in reference to this if it is the practice with Government not to 
mention any time-limit or anv quantit\ of work at all m their 
agreements? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cosaimbazar: 

1 have referred not only to rule 175 but to rules li 5-177. With 

regard to K2 form, it ri an agreement for rates only without reference 
to quantity or time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I know if there fias been 
any work during the Hon’ble Minister’s regime in which a stipulation 
about the time or about the quantity of work to be done has been 
nuidte in any contract Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I understand from the reply, the difference 
is this. In the one ease, there is a stipulation of rate without time 

or quantity. In the other ease, there is a stipulation of both quantity 

and time. 

j 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, Sir. The difference i« more 
fundamental. In the one case, it is said to he mere piece work for a 
certain specific pieee of work without any reference to any obligation 
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on the part of the contra<«tor to complete it within a time or to do a 
particular quantity of work, whereat, in the other form. K1 form, it 
is mentioned that both the^e are important factors. So, I would like 
.to know if if is the practice with Government to keep their contractors 
completely free to choose their own time about the completion 

Mr. SPEAKER: You ask then whether any other form is in uao. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: t asked that question first of all. 
He lias driven a i«*ply to the effect that usually form K/J is used. 1, 
therefore, ask him it he knows <»f any one i .im i in which any other 
form than K*^ toim has been used 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA N ANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

As J hu\e stated, there mitfhf be une m two cases. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: fan you pleas,- quote any ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar; 

J think I can. Agreement wa- drawn up on the lines of G form for 
the new Custom House 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That is not the work of the 
Government of Hen pal 

The Hon*bie Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

The same was tin* case with Cossve bn d iw-. M ulnapore 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will you kindly make sure tn-for© 
you say anything about the bridge!*' 

The Hon'ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

1 am pretty sure about it 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: He is a\oidnitf a reply to my 
question In connection with that bridge, lias there been any stipula- 
tion about the completion of the work within a specified time 

The Hon'blo Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

It is difficult to say whether there is any such stipulation. I am afraid 
T cannot answer that question off-hand. 

Drj NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to answer 
(tt»), (tv) and (b) frhere he states that the collection of material for an 
anewer to this question would necessitate the employment of additional 
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staff, will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased »to state if any record is 
kept in the office of the Chief Engineer of the works done or contracted 
out under his department from year to year? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

These are kept in various offices, not necessarily in the office of the 
Chief Engineer. They may he in the Executive Engineer’s office or in 
the Superintending Engineer’s office 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (&), 
will the Hon ’hie Minister he pleased to state if there is any single 
item of work done under the Public Works Department during the 
last three years which could he finished within the estimate! or 
stipulated time? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

1 have nothing further to add to mv reply to ( a » (/). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any single instance which he can give in 
which the expenditure was kept within the estimated limit? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I cannot answer that question without notice and so have nothing 
further to add. 

Dr. NALINAK8H A 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir The 
Hon’ble Minister says he is not in a position to throw any more 
light on this matter. I am entitled, Sir, to have certain information 
so long as this does not go beyond this question. 1 will have sympathy 
for him if he wants further notice, but 1 submit that fie cannot with- 
fiold the information, 

Mr. 8PEAKER : He is not withholding it. 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: He says fie has nothing further 
to add. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Yes, I have nothing further to add to my answer to (b). 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Hon’ble Minister simply 
says that the collection of material for an answer to these questions 
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wduld necessitate the employment of additional staff. Sir, I wanted 
to know if there was one single instance in which the Public Works 
Department had the work completed within the estimated time. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Well, there must be man\ but if you w an t instances, certainly I want 
notice for that . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon Me Minister be 
pleased to give me one instance in which any original work — I do not 
mean any pett\ repair work but an original work like the Anderson 
House or the Lady Hrabourne College — was done in a form other than 
the K2 form ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CH ANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

As I have said, the general practice is to use K2 form and there is no 
time-limit in the K2 form 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, my whole argument is that 

the use of K2 form is not onl\ the general practice hut it is the 
invariable practice 

Mr. SPEAKER: No argument, please What is your question?' 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, m> point is that if the 
llon'ble Minister sa\s that it is the* usual or general practice, there 
may be one variation at least. My question is — is the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter aware that it is not only the usual but it is the invariable practice? 

Tho Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Couimbazar: 

Yes, I have admitted that that is the general practice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, invariable. 

Tha Hon’blo Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Yes, if you like that word. 

Dr. NAL.INAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there haa been any work during the last three year# 
given out on lump sum contract under 0 form? 

* 

Tho* Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I want notice. 

II 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will tjie ITon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there has been any work given out on contract during 
the last three years under II form? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coaaimbazar: 

I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there has been any work gi\en out on contract during 
the last three years under K1 form? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e 
pleased to state when these forms were first approved by Government 
and introduced? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

It must be quite a long time back. It is very difficult to give the 
definite year. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that these forms were approved about 25 
years or more before? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

It may Is* 25 years or more, 1 cannot say definitely. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a) (it), 
will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to state if the Public Works 
Department (.-ode is available to members as it is neither available 
in the Library nor anywhere else? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I am sorry to learn it. I will certainly look into this. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 

pleased to state if he is aware that the Code is not available in th$ 
Library? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

had the impression that it would be available in the Library. 
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'Or. NALIHAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to answer (c), will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state by what time he expects 
Government to come to a decision about the revision of forms P 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coesimbatari 

I may state for the information of the honourable members that I 
have already taken up the question for the revision of these contract 
forms. Sir, I admit that they are very old and they require some 
alteration and improvement. Tin fortunately the War broke out and 
the necessity for the revision of the form* was retarded to some extent. 
Anyhow, the recommendation of the Public Accounts Uommittee ia 
there and I shall certainly see what tan he done in the matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: By what time? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coesimbazar: 

It is very difficult to give any idea of time, but l shall certainly see 
that it be taken up as early as possible. 


Sinking of tube wells in Hooghly district. 

113. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJI: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Go\crnraent Department Ik* pleased to state 

(i) the number of tube wells and amount of grant sanctioned 
out of Government grant through t liana water-supply com- 
mittees in the district of Hooghly for the year 1989-40; 

in 1 ! whether the selection of the site of such tube wells is made by 
the Subdivisional Magistrates concerned or by the Union 
Boards in meeting; 

(m) uPhether the money sanctioned for tube wells out of the Govern- 
ment grant is spent by the Subdivisional Magistrates or 
through the Union Boards concerned; and 

tv) whether after sanctioning grants foi tube wells out of the Gov- 
ernment fund the Suhdi\ isiomil Magistrates communicate 
the sanction to the Union Board 4 concerned? 

</i) If the answer to («) (ir) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble- 
Minister be pleased to state — 

^i) whether the Subdivisional Magistrate of Arambagh informed 
the Union Board of Salepur of the sanction of Rs. 100 only 
for resinning a tube well at Brail manpara of Salepur in 
Arambagh subdivision of TIonghly district; and 
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(i)i) whether the tube well referred to in (i) was sunk from funds 
provided both by the Ooverumenr and the Union Board of 
Salepur? 

(c) If the answer ^o ( b ) (u) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister l>e pleased to state the reason why the Union Board- of Salepur 
was not consulted in the matter of the selection the site where the 
tube well is intended to be resunk? 

(d) Is it a fact — 

(i) that the Salepur Union Board and I he Medical Officer of the 
District Board have objected to the removal of the tube well 
from its present site al Brahmanpara of Salepur; and 

(it) that the inhabitants of Salepur Brahmanpara submitted a peti- 
tion to the Suhdivisional Magistrate of Arambagh against 
the removal of the tube well from its present site? 

(<») Is the Double Minister considering the desirability ol issuing 
definite instructions to the Suhdivisional Magistrates regarding selec- 
tion of site in cases of tube wells to be sunk out of (Jovernment grant? 


MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Hibibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): {a) (n Hs. 8,792. Projects for 94 
tube-\sclls w ere sanctioned. The number is, however, liable to revi- 
sion owing to the rise in the price of materials. 

(?i) According to the policy adopted since UKW, sites of the water- 
811 l^ly works are selected by the thuua water-supply committees subject 
to the approval of the District Engineer in consultation with the District 
fleulth Officer. The final control, however, rests with the district 
wa tor-supply committee. 

(m) The amount sanctioned is disbursed b\ the District Officer on 
production of completion certificate given by the District Engineer 
which is granted after obtaining the reports from the Circle Officer and 
the Sanitary Inspector. 

(eu) The Union Board is informed of the sanction in cases in which 
it has made a contribution or in which it i*. called on to execute the 
work. 

(b) (i) The President of the Union Board was actually entrusted with 
the work., 

(ii) Yes. 

(c) The President of the Union Board was consulted; the President 
and two ijiembers of the Union Board were also ifiembers of tfie thana 
committee which selected the site. 
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•(d) ( i ) The President of the Union Board and the Vice-Chairman of 
the District Board made objection. 

(it) There have been numerous petitions and counter-petitions. 

(e) Definite instructions with regard to the ^election of sites were 
issued in connection with the revised policy of 1938. The attention of 
the hon’ble member is invited to the answer given to (a) (it) of the 
question. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (</) (it) 
where it has been said “the final control, however, rests with the Dis- 
trict Water-supply Committee”, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that final selection of sites cannot bo made with- 
out reference to the District Wuter-MippU Committee? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Yes. 

Debt Settlement Boards in Cox’s Bazar and 8adar subdivisions of 
Chittagong. 

114. Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Itural 
Indebtedness Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the number of Debt Settlement Boa ids that ha\e been estab- 
lished in — 

(1) Cox’s Bazar subdivision, and 

(2) Sadar subdivision, of Chittagong, 

(it) the number of Sjieeial Off it ers that have l>een up{>oi tiled up 
to date from Chittagong; and 

(iii) ^he communities the\ l*dong to? 

(b) Who was resjsjnsible for selection of the last recruitment of 
these Special Officers? 

(c) On what basis they were selected? 

(d) Was there any candidate from Cox’** Bazar subdivision, Chitta- 
gong? 

(e) Is it a fact that none has been recruited from (-ox's Bazar up 

to date? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) (i) (1) 

•16, including 2 Special Boards ; and i 2) 67, including 5 Sj>ecial Board*. 

. (») 10 . 
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} iiii) Muslim, Caste Hindu and Buddhis^ 

{ b ) Government. 

(c) On tlie basis of recommendations of local officers. 

(d) and (e) I have no information to show how many candidates 
6ame from Cox's Bazar subdivision. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state with reference to answer (r), who are these local offi- 
cers referred to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The Collector 
of the district. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether these posts were referred to the Public Service 
Commission ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Recom- 
mendations were made by the Public Service Commission and appoint- 
ments have been made out of those recommendations. 


Prohibition of entry of one Sirajul Haq into Calcutta and certain 
other notified areas. 

115. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJEE: (a) Is the 

Hon’hle Minister in charge ot the Home Department aware — 

(?) that Maulvi Sirajul Hat) ot Hooghly convicted under section 
19K for 5 years in the year 1931. November, had been served 
with a notice by the Government of Bengal prohibiting him 
from entering the city of Calcutta. Howrah, 24-Parganas 
Chittagong, Midnapore and Darjeeling for 20 years soon 
after his release front the Andaman Jail in the year 1936, 
July ; 

(t?) that he has submitted several petitions to the Government of 
Bengal praying for the withdrawal of the ban; and 

(Hi) that he has been experiencing difficulties in conducting the 
business that he has started at Chinsura for earning the 
bread of his family? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether his case was placed before the committee appointed 
for investigation of — i — :« — — »-? 

Province; aqd 
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(it) if 80 , what is the lesult ? 

(c) If his case was not placed before the committee, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

. ( d ) Do the Government contemplate the withdrawal of the ban? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, are the Government con- 
sidering it desirable to withdraw that much of the ban which affects his 
entry to Calcutta? 


(/) Is it a fact that Sirajul liaq was deprived of st unding as a 
commissioner in the last Municipal Election of Hooghlv-Chinsura 
Municipality held in 1938 by the Government of Bengal? 


(g) If the answer to ( f) be in the affirmative, will the Govern- 
ment he pleased to state the reasons? 

( h ) Do the Government intend withdrawing this ban against being 
a member of local bodies v 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a)(t) 11c has been 
removed under section 7 (I){b) of the Bengal Smuggling of Arms Act 
(VI of 1934). He is to remain outside the notified area, i.e., Calcutta, 
districts of Howrah, the 24-Parganas and Chittagong. 

(it) Two petitions were received. 

(tit) lie wanted to come to Calcutta in connection with newspaper® 
agency. 

(&)<*) No. 

(ti) Does not arise. 

(c) It was not the intention of Government to place such case® 
before any committee. 

( d }, (e) and (h) No. 

(/) and (g) He was not eligible for election according to the pro- 
vision of section *22(2) of the Bengal Municipal Ac t, 1932. 

Babu* NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: antfi 

**T*TR, «TRTR^ fa TO *1? W* & R fa ¥T3f C^TITOB *TI 

fRT ar* S f a ft ro mwwjck sot Ww rcrcro, wrr fofa ci ere rare* 

WHfaW WtSPFT? OT* JFT5T C*Tr*flT«R fa •Of? 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This man was convicted 
for smuggling of arms. He was externed from certain places and 
during the war J do not propose to withdraw that order of externment. 

«abu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: soft faWHE 
w n ctff ar arwR ai arnf? nrcR fa ; arfa faun* r •nro* **— 

After release 
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Mr. SPEAKER: You may put your question, but it is no Use 
carrying on a conversation like this. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: Sir, *Tfa OT 

faror *f? to tot? *nt ?r i 4 U&t «crfa to sf? fafa <;?c <5 otc?? ?t 1 HTOfa wi *15 
wrwf w*uw TOTfa t&w, faij tot cro c? c? «wfi hottoot ?tot & ichh ?t 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Order! I am sorry I cannot allow this. 
He has already answered your question. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: TO, 

TO?T TO*T<*{ OTtC?t CTOlff C? TOPTTO? f W? SR OTUCT TOT OT"^ 

mihr =rr 4?t g^’ot to 5*r «rrrro c? ?tcot acwit c?tcto oti ret tot toot? 

TO CKPF 4*R fTOifa OTt — TOT TO5TT C?TC? OT OTTO ttCflgft CTO? ?^TO TOOT 

«TOT OTfll OTTTOTO TOT? OTf?$$T TORT? faCTO 3**1 TOT $1OT51 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you want to raise a point of order you can do 
so; but you cannot argue like this. Will you please put your question? 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: wtfa hot?, 
tort? fa*t> «rrfw froro cro? ?Tfai ?rot sir ctocot tort? TOit sir 
ctocoti w ot? otIr tor fa =rr ret>T tort?? tot TOfari 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is w hat 1 say; you ought not to address 
the Hon’ble Minister directly, but you ought to address the question 
to me and it is my duty to see whether it is properly answered or not. 
That is why 1 was objecting to your carrying on a conversation with 
him. It is absolutely unparliamentary . 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : On a point of .order, 
Sir. May I request the honourable member to translate his own 
Bengali himself into English for our benefit? 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: TOT? SR TO 
at C? fa?w;5t ** 0 ?f? TOTRTR ?RWt?? TOR CTO? OTTO ST(Tt TOl 

OTR; OTTO ffTC* C? SttfCOTC 5 ! TOT COTTICf COTjT fa «t3?^faT? CTO COTCll 
fat? TOT? <tf*S5T3 COTC?CTO fa OT? 

Mr. SPEAKER: How does it arise? 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: enrol TO 

faro TO$fH CTO OTfTO TOT? CTOOTTO 1 retTOit Wffa f«TOT CTOfa — 

MR CTO CTO TOT? fafa COTCOTTO fa OT TORT fafa fa ? < fa ftTO COTCICTOt * 


Mr. SPEAKER: When was that order passed? 
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Babu MARENDRA* NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 1936. 

Mr. SPEAKER: When was he released? 

• Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 1936. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Your supplementary question is not pertinent to 
this question. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : to 1 *! 

MWTO fa CFR at 15 W tfWf SWR ^TT CfTICI? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZI MU ODIN: Sir. it is already there 
in the question. 1 will refer the honourable member to the question 
itself. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Was that order passed in 1931 oi in 1936? 

. The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Tt will be in 1936 after 
his release. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Under the Act? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: We cannot argue about 
what is under the Act. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: mm CT 

mvs — cran? fafa mm fa r^TRfirsrc jit? tfT? at® tctot sm m c*T:«f? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Was that a judicial order or an executive order f 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: That will be an 
executive order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Now. your proper question will be this : What 
was the necessity of passing that order in 1930? You are not putting 
that question at all. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: HR TO 

ee^M Tewt ar cyirr otR wtr? fa 

jiOTr 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That was a different 
government, but the policy of that government was that* people oon* 
viffted under the Arms Smuggling Act should be exteraed from certain 
places* near about .Calcutta and Calcutta itself. In pursuance of that 
policy and according to the law he was externed. 
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Babu NARENDRA HARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: to 

WtCHCtt TO WfcnHj OT«T TO 5*TTO W 

4 $ TOOTT? appeal C*TC'tff*l'4R fro TO fofar nTTO HTC* 

f^rrfTO ir fat 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZI MU ODIN: The answer is there 
already. T do not want to repeat it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: How many days or months after the 
man was released was the order passed Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. That was in (1936. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: faroi* ** 

fTTJT® CRTRT W 4$ 2TTO TOT* 4 ! fa 2TCv5TC^rt *o 

BRT & W5 OTT TO fa</lfal3 OTOTR? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: There are many who 
have been externed in that fashion. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

fa«/if>ib crrcro fro $rfc ®ufa fanamr crofw i 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

39 — Public Health. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of* Dacca: 

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to 
move that a sum of Its. 47,12,000 be granted for expenditure under 
the head “39 — Public Health”. The total provision under this head 
is Rs. 48,43,000, of w'hich Rs. 1,31,000 is charged upon the provincial 
revenues and the balance, vis., Rs. 47,12,000, is the subject matter of 
this demand. 

The total expenditure under this head in 1938-39 was Rs. 40,60,000 • 
The expenditure in 1939-40 is estimated in the revised budget at 
Rs. 41,39,000. The comparative details of increase and decrease may 
be found explained on pages 109-111 of the Memorandum, i.#., the 
Red Book. 
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*Sir, Public Health, i.^, the maintenance and improvement of the 
national health, constitute a vast and complex problem. This prob- 
lem does not appertain to and cannot be solved by my department 
alone. TIlc entire structure of Government is intimately connected 
with the reorganisation and reform of national health. Developments 
in the Public Health services are seldom dramatic in their coming. 
It must be the more so in a province like Bengal where the Hcience 
of preventive medicine has neither developed sufficiently nor is ade- 
quately appreciated. The programme of Public Health work and the 
lines of advance must, therefore, he cautiously settled, so that the 
various outstanding problem** may he attacked in an organised manner, 
and material reforms effected without waste of effort and within the 
compass of available finances. 

The problem of water-supply in spite of all that has been done, 
continues to 1st* grave ft 1 * by 4ar the most important of environ- 
mental health services As the House is aware, considerably increased 
grants ha\e l>een made since the present Ministry assumed office. The 
Government of India ha\e also come to our help with what is com- 
monly called grants tor rural uplift. The policy of Government in 
regard to the distribution and utilisation of provincial grants baa 
also been revised. Local Water-supply Committees at the headquarters 
of districts, suhdi\ isions and thanas in which local members of both 
Houses are associated, have been .set up, charged with the duty among 
others of equitable selection of sites for the works, so that there may 
he no o\erlapping and waste and the really needy areas may not be 
overlooked 

This problem of rural water-supply can only Is- tackled by a com- 
prehensive programme. 1 am glad to inform the House that the 
preparation of such a programme, district by district, is under pro- 
gress through the agency of the experts of the district boards and with 
their full and whole-hearted co-operation and in consultation with the 
local wutfer-supply committee. One or two districts have already com- 
pleted and forwarded their programmes to Government for examina- 
tion. As soon as all the programmes are received they will be 
examined by the experts of the Public Health Department and all out- 
standing joints in regard to the execution of the projects, inclusive of 
allocation of financial responsibility , settled as quickly as possible. 
The Ministry are determined to tackle the problem effectively by work- 
ing out to the full the comprehensive programme for the province 
within a very limited period, say, of 3 to 5 years. A provision of 
Rs. 7,50, (KK) has been made this year in spite of financial 'stringency, 
*In the beginning, organisation of Public Health must be chiefly 
directed towards improvement of environmental condition and personal 
health services by control of preventible diseases. 
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Sir, malaria constitutes the gravest menace to the public health 'of 
Bengal. It is a difficult and complex problem. Government have 
revised the policy of anti-malarial grants, under which large grants 
are proposed to he made available for expenditure on more or less com- 
prehensive anti-malarial projects, such as, flushing schemes, irrigation' 
schemes, anti-larval measures and the like. Several such schemes have 
been prepared by the district boards and are still under various stages 
of examination. Some of them have nearly matured. In order to 
assist in the preparation and execution of anti-malarial schemes of an 
engineering type, a malaria engineer with practical experience of anti- 
inalarial work has already been selected and appointed for a period of 
two years. Steps ure also Inung taken to select an engineer who is a 
native of Bengal and give him neeessary training in anti-malarial 
work in India and abroad in order that he may he fitted to take up 
the permanent appointment. 1 consider it unfortunate that the grant 
for these larger anti-malarial schemes could not be spftat during the 
current year, hut 1 hope, Sir, that il will he realised that very close 
examination from \urious aspects is necessary before these schemes can 
be made ready for execution. 

Now that an anti-malarial engineer has been appointed, it is 
expected that the provision of Rs. 2,4B,000 made in the current year’s 
budget for these schemes, will he fully utilised. 

I may he permitted, Sir, to make a reference to the Jessore Anti- 
malarial Scheme which is fraught with great possibilities. The scheme 
is on u five-year plan, and is intended to demonstrate the results of an 
intensive anti-malarial campaign in a malarious town and its surround- 
ing rural areas. The Government of India through the Indian 
Research Fund Association have contributed Us. 1 lukh spread over 5 
years; and an equal amount will Ik? contributed hv the Provincial 
Government. The work has started during the current year and neces- 
sary provision ot Us. <10,000 for the next year has l>een made in this 
budget. 

The grant for free distribution of quinine has been increased by 
Rs. 1,00,000 to Rs. 0 , 00 , 000 . The policy of distribution has been 
revised and a part ot the grant has been set apart for distribution 
through popular agencies, recognised associations and individuals so 
that the large class of sufferers who do not come near the hospitals 
may he adequately reached. It is hoped that the liberal grant will 
encourage the local bodies to increase their expenditure on quininisa- 
tion. 

Another rapidly growing menace which is making inroads into 
public health of the people is tuberculosis. As the House is $ware t 
a comprehensive anti -tuberculosis scheme has been prepared and two 
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items of the scheme, viz.* training' of medical and health officers in 
modern methods of diagnosis and treatment of tuberculosis and addi- 
tional gTant towards better treatment and nutrition of tuberculosis 
, patients admitted to district hospials have already been given effect to. 
Further progress of the scheme is awaitiug decision, as regards the 
utilisation of the provincial share of the King-Emperor’s Anti- 
tuberculosis Fund. Tuberculosis survey of typical areas is proceeding 
and the results will be of great value in giving effect to the scheme. 
The usual grant Its. 1(>,(KK> is being made to the Bengal Tuberculosis 
Association, which is doing excellent work, both in respect of pro- 
paganda and in maintaining and aiding tuberculosis clinics. 

Another serious problem is that of leprosy. The numlrer of inci- 
dence of this scourge is high in many districts of Bengal. As the 
House is awuie, a comprehensive anti-leprosy scheme has already been 
prepared. A Unocal bodies were addressed by the Director of Public 
Health to participate in the scheme Settlement ot details with the 
distiict hoards and other local authorities has taken time and it is 
expected to utilise only partially the lump provision made for initiat- 
ing the scheme. Other schemes are under \urious stages of examina- 
tion, aud the balance of the grant of Hs dO,(HKl has tx*en repeated in 
this budget. 

Sir, I have good progress to report as regards the development of 
maternity and child welfare services. The problem of maternal and 
infantile mortality is serious and its solution lies in the spread of a 
net-work of maternity and child welfare clinics, inclusive of home 
visiting. The House is aware that a lump grant of Its. 50, 000 was 
made for liberal grants-in-aitl towards establishment aud maintenance 
of maternity and child welfare centres and clinics, inclusive of 
maternity wards where possible. An appreciable response has been 
received from local bodies and associations and the response is increas- 
ing. A part of the grant has already been spent and a large number 
of schdues is under examination, so that it is expected to sanction 
further grants before the end of the year. The provision has been 
repeated in next year’s budget. Provision for grants has also been 
made towards voluntary associations which are doing excellent work, 
viz., Ram Krishna Sisu Mangal Pratisthan and Ham Krishna Medical 
Education Society. 

The comprehensive scheme framed by this department for control of 
Public Health, co-ordinating curative and preventive measures is still 
under scrutiny by Government. Under this scheme a well-defined and 
manageable unit with a treatment centre between 2 unions will be 
plauttd under the charge of a medical officer of health with health 
assistants and othar staff for affording medical relief as well as carrying 
out public health work in all spheres on approved lines. It is a very 
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large scheme and even with the local bodies the district boards tfnd 
union board# participating Government would be committed to a 
recurring outlay of many lakhs of rupees. Other practical difficulties 
must also be smoothed l>oforp the scheme can take final shape. A pro- 
vision of Rs. 1 ,50,000 has been made for partially initiating the 
scheme. In the meanwhile, a scheme of Public Health organisation 
for the Chittagong Hill Tracts has t>een adopted and provision made 
for charged and voted expenditure for working the scheme. 

The School Hygiene work has been taken over by this department. 
A moderate scheme for this health service, which is so essential 
towards healthy and productive citizenship of the future, has been 
worked out and provided for. Much remains to be done, but a begin- 
ning compatible with our financial resources has been made and further 
developments will follow. 

Sir, Government are naturally not happy at the comparatively slow 
progress made; and I appreciate the natural anxiety of the House that 
Public Health reforms should materialise as quickly as possible. But 
it will be realised that programmes and policies, especially in the nejv 
field of preventive medicine, require long and close consideration from 
various aspects before they can l>c adopted to the best advantage of the 
people. The Ministry are determined to tackle the outstanding pro- 
blems of Public Health effectively; and I am confident that the mem- 
bers of the legislature and the people of Bengal will lend their help 
and co-operation in working out the programme that the Ministry has 
set before it, considering the common aim, \iz., the diminution of 
human pain, suffering and disablement. In this spirit of mutual trust 
and support, controversies will he adjusted, local jealousies will dis- 
appear and the problems of Public Health will be assailed effectively 
and without waste of effort. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 47,lk\000 for expenditure under the head 
“39 — Public Health” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I naturally wish very much that the provision under the head 
“Public Heulth M should correspond to anything like the requirement* 
of the province. But looking at the explanatory programme set out 
at page 109 of the Red Book, I find that the provision leads one to 
expect that Government is going to tell the House that tuber- 
culosis has been checked and, therefore, there is no necessity for 
utilising the provision of Rs. 33,000 in the previous year and only a 
sum of Us. 14,140 is necessary, because tuberculosis did not require 
any further survey. « 

Next Government would tell us that leprosy has.been controHed in 
Bengal already and. therefore, there was no necessity of spending more * 
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tbafn Rs. 80,000 out of thc^ grant of Rs. 50,000 provided last year. I 
expected that the Hon’ble Minister would further tell the House that 
the villages of Bengal had become the picture and example of health, 
and hence no more than Rs. 0,000 out of the provision of Rs. 80,000 
Vas required to be spent on model health units. I further expected 
that the Minister would tell us that the grants to the union board 
dispensaries were no longer needed and they could safely l>c reduced by 
60 per cent, as has been done in this case. The explanatory note 
further shows that the problem of rural sanitation or the crying need 
for drinking water of the villagers is now a thing of the past, and 
that is why the provision of Rs. 50, (MH) could not be utilised last year 
and this year a reduced provision of Rs. 80,000 was only called for. 
It further appears that the grants of rural sanitation had also to be 
decreased. The water-supply grant has been reduced from Rs. 2,81,000 
to Rs. 1,40,000, i.e., a reduction of about Rs. 1,50, IKK). I also expect- 
ed that the Hoi*ble Minister was going to tell the House that malaria 
has nearly been eradicated from this province and hence this year the 
demand is Rs. 00, 000 less than the previous year. 

But though the Hon’ble Minister did not spring this agreeable 
surprise be has not allogethcr disappointed me. He has caused a little 
surprise and bewilderment by stating yesterday and also repeating 
to-day that Bengal is full ot distress, suffering and sorrow caused by 
disease, tilth and dirt. The epidemics work cruel havoc among the 
population and thousands upon thousands of people fall victims to 
untimely death or arc invalided tor lit t*. These prevcntilde diseases 
can surely t>e stamped out by a severe campaign and an organised 
“Drive”. 

He again stated at jiage 2: “It is common knowledge that there are 
seasons when cholera stalks the land from end to end and smull-]>ox 
exacts its cruel toll. Malaria has been the curse of the province. 
There are numerous villages and areas, specially in East Bengal, on 
the dyinjr or dead Nadia rivers, which have become practically deserted 
through the ravages of this foul disease. Tuberculosis has, of late, 
been a growing menace and has constituted a baffling problem. Kala- 
asar is, also, no less serious. leprosy is another growing danger 
which has seriously affected several districts of Bengal.” What is the 
wonder of wonders to me is that, having stated these facts, how Hie 
Ron’bie Minister can justify the reduction in the grants in all those 
items in the present budget — this is what I should like to know from the 
.Hon’ble Minister. On this matter, Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have got a 
brochure of the Director of Public Health, Lt.-Col. A. 0.* Chatterjeo, 
who knows the realities of the situation and considers it certainly 
worth-while to spend a few crores of rupees to prevent the huge toll of 
. lives and money in this province; his brochure pleads for a vision 
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and a determined will on the part of Government to do their duty. 
It appears that the Hon’ble Minister has borrowed the ideas from the 
heads of the department, but when it came to the question of the 
execution, when it came to the question of planning action, he has 
made a miserable provision of a reduced grant under each head which 
calls for more and more of attention. Now, 1 want and I shall expect 
that the Hon’ble Minister should explain what clearly shows a lack of 
vision and a want of determination to grapple with the problem because 
this lean and insufficient and inadequate provision can only be attributed 
to their callous indifference to the crying needs of the suffering humanity 
of the province of Bengal, — I was going to say the criminal neglect of 
preventing the mortality, the rajhd death towards which the population 
of Bengal is advancing. Now, he has, I supjxxse, been conscious of 
this fact. He has said our wants are many and our resources are feeble. 
But it is worthy of note that funds always lack when it is a question of 
improving the condition of the hapless masses, there ii^no fund to pre- 
vent malaria, no fund to check tuberculosis, there is no fund to pro- 
vide drinking water, no fund to create healthier villages, but, Sir, when 
it comes to the question of providing a ttjwinl Branch of Police to cur- 
tail civil liberties, when it is a question of employing a network of 
spies to dog the steps of our young men, when it is a question of dog- 
ging and watching the movements of the national workers and 
peasants and labourers of the country or when it is a question of spend- 
ing on bricks and mortars to provide more comforts to the better 
situated officers or when it is to make nice buildings to commemorate 
the name of some big men, then, Sir, funds seem to crop up from 
nowhere. But when it is a question of providing funds for nation- 
building purjMhses always there is paucity of funds. The Hon’ble 
Minister has also referred to endowments by j>eople in other countries. 
It ill-befits him to refer to this matter. We all know that there is an 
endowment or an offer of Rs. 3 lakhs to the Government for the last 
few years and still Government has failed even to utilise this very 
generous donation offered, and, therefore, what is the good of speak- 
ing about endowments and other things? We know that thelast time 
when my esteemed colleague Rai llarendra Nath Ohaudhuri demon- 
strated how inadequate this provision was, what a low percentage it 
bore to the total population, the then Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Public Health put forward this plea about schemes, schemes and schemes 
— schemes under consideration, and schemes nearing completion. I 
wonder when those schemes — schemes to prevent diseases which every- 
day visit the hapless inhabitants of this province, when, I ask, those 
schemes will be matured. If they go on scheming and planning while 
men go on dying. Government will have to scheme for bigger grnve- 
yards and bigger cremation grounds and I su|vpose the malarial engi- 
neers who cannot now find work will l>e employed j^t least to find more 
spacious burial grounds when the diseased bodies after the tortured soul 
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leaves the frame, will* at least find a rest which they never found when 
they were in life. Ihe Hon’ file Minisiter has invited us to a confer- 
ence. What will a conference lead to if only we are to have some dis- 
cussions and fine speeches and good shibboleths ? What is needed, 
•therefore, is a planned action, a planned programme. A conference may 
give suggestions where there ma\ be defects. But without any actual 
practical planning, conference and speeches will not help the dying 
masses of Bengal. I submit, Sir, that the situation is so serious that 
unless we want to shut our eyes, unless we want to keep ourselves away 
from the suffering masses of this province, we cannot afford to brook 
even a day’s delay in doing whatever is jiossible in ihis direction. Pub- 
lic health schemes may be evohed, but action must liegin, for if action 
is deferred till all schemes are examined, re-examined and rejected, 
and restarted, Bengal will never make any progress in that direction. 
Sir, this is an unhealthx province and it is the primary duty of Govern- 
ment to make thi" province fit for life, fit for the activities of the poor 
masses in this country. In conclusion I shall appeal to the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Public Health not to delay action n day longer 
than he can help. If he does so I dare say that the peace of his mind 
will be haunted h\ the tortured souls of those who are dying and leaving 
their mortal frames behind even day in this province. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The procedure I propose to follow is this. T will 
take three cut motions and have them moved. After that, all sides of 
the House will have an opportunity to participate in the debate. At 
present I am confronted with a formidable list of speakers given to me 
by the Whip of the Coalition Party. This really creates discontent, in 
everybody. Nobodv gets full time. I shall not be able to give full 
time to anybody. So, I shall either have to curtail the time or have 
to curtail the number of speakers. After all, we have not much time. 
There will he time only for two cut motions before pra.ver. After that, 
we have barely an hour, at the end of which t lie Nawab Saheb will have 
to reply # 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mav T suggest for the 
favourable consideration of the Whip of the Government Party if so 
many members of the Coalition Party are anxious to acquaint the 
Minister with their views, he may, instead of depriving the Opposition 
benches from doing their duty, call an extra party meeting where the 
Coalition Party members can acquaint the Minister with what they 
have got to say? 

SPEAKER* There I do not agree. I find often-times that so 
far as ihe budget speeches are concerned, there is hardly any difference 
between the right and the left. t 

12 
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Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: Mr. Jjjpeater, Coalition Partyl 
pwiw r hwikstc* sftcto sis arcngft criticise sfaree to? 

SIT l «HTO Mr. J. C. Gupta <Mt ETTTO CTOSST TO foS 

*tr< rfwwftt $n* cwft wni'win sfssr enfrosoRi atot sprite ** 

r? tf'SPWT^ $TO CfTOTO l< TOH 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Maulvi Saheb, you are not the Whip ! 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Its. 47,12,000 under head “39 — Public Health” be reduced by Us. 100. 

To ensure good sanitation of the province, various problems have to 
be tackled, such as malaria, tuberculosis, kala-azar, maternal end 
infant mortality and last though not the least the problem of water- 
supply but the Government have totally failed to take any effective 
measure in this direction. 

From the statement supplied by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
this Department, it will appear that he has again given us assurances 
and reassurance of tackling these problems and various schemes have 
been under consideration of Government to combat these evils. 

Taking first the problem of malaria, the then Hon’ble Minister- 
in-charge in moving the demand for grant in 1937 said “1 attach the 
greatest importance to public health work especially on two matters, 
viz., malaria and water-supply”, and he gave assurances of schemes 
of prevention of malaria saying that as he has not exactly responsible 
for the framing of that year’s budget no comprehensive scheme could 
be prepared. 

Then in 1938, the Hon’ble Minister said while moving the grant, 
“In my humble opinion, Sir, the people of Bengal have got only to 
choose between two alternatives. They should either drive out malaria 
from Bengal or they must agree to be driven to the other world by 
malaria. These are the two alternatives and it lies with the people 
of Bengal to co-operate with Government in their efforts to control the 
terrible scourge of malaria so that Bengal may live happily and in 
a prosperous way”. 

In 1938, the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin, while moving the demand 
under this head for the year, laid greater stress on the necessity of 
stamping out malaria in these words: “Malaria is the gravest menace 
to the health of our people not only because of its high mortality but 
because of its devitalizing effect on the sufferers” and he continued 
that several schemes submitted by district boards in this respect were, 
under various stages of examination by Government and added “The 
House is aware that a comprehensive malaria survey is in progress and 
raluable data will be available for preparation of anti-malarial schemes 
when the survey is completed”. And now the Hon’ble Minister says. 
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in his statement that “thespoliey of Government has now been revised 
and it is proposed to give liberal grants-in-aid to anti-malarial schemes 
of a more or less permanent nature instead of making small grants 
towards temporary local measures'’. 

The crux of the problem has been hinted at in the statement to 
create in the people of the province “what may be described as the 
‘Health Sense’ or the ‘Sanitation Sense’ for ufter all education and 
the habits of the people have a great deal to do with the problem of 
public health”. Rut may 1 ask what Government have done during 
the course of these long three years for creating “Health Sense” or the 
“Sanitation Sense” in t he province? 

1 do not believe in propaganda work b\ the present stuff under the 
control of Government for this purpose. Their heart is not in their 
work. When Mr. A. K. Porter was the Collector of Faridpur a few 
years back. I found him frequently going with his officers to clear 
jungles with his own hands. The example was such as to infuse into 
the public mind a sense of their duty towurds themselves and to the 
people in this respect. If such propaganda is carried on by the depart- 
mental officers, public men and men in authority who have the true 
interest of the country in their hearts with a set purpose of clearing 
jungles, water-hyacinth, refuse matters, etc., and if they bring these 
things to proper use in the form of manure, fuel, etc., and if these 
efforts are supplemented by Government grants when necessary, then 
and then only the problem of malaria and of sanitation in general can 
be effectively tackled. No amount of scheming will do, and I do not 
think that the people of Bengal will be deceived by assurances of pre- 
paration of schemes. 

Thep about the fell disease tuberculosis, the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of Public Health said in 1938 while moving his demand : 

“So far as tuberculosis is concerned, in my opinion some of the 
main causes are bad housing, mal-nutrition, prolonged sickness from 
malaria and other diseases and disregard of rule of personal hygiene. 
The first thing to my mind to be tackled is bad housing, and in this 
connection my attention was drawn to a distressing fact only the other 
day when I had to go out on inspection in the town of Calcutta to some 
of the improvement works undertaken by the Improvement Trust. 
It appeared to me that these improvement works have been undertaken 
without any regard for the housing arrangements of the poor people 
who are going to be driven out of the town. This is a very serious 
problem, and this came to me like a shock when I compared that with 
what I found in other parts of India.” 

Now ,* may I ask evhat steps have been taken by Government with 
reghrd to housing arrangements for the poor pe<*>le of Calcutta during 
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these three years? Government seek to counteract the disease when it 
is contracted instead of taking steps beforehand to prevent it. 

As regards water-supply, the importance of this has been stressed 
all these years by the Hon’ble Minister and assurance of schemes has. 
been given by them without actually trying to solve the problem in 
rural areas. The people are suffering from want of good drinking 
water. Small grants that are allotted by Government for this purpose 
are, of course, meant for sinking of tube-wells, but these tube-wefls 
are sunk in places where they cannot give actual relief. These tube- 
wells which are sanctioned by Government are generally sunk near 
the outhouses of the presidents and members of unions boards and 
members of the local board or district board or their relatives. The 
people who are actually in need of drinking water have always been 
neglected. 

Kala-azar, malaria, leprosy and maternal and infantile diseases 
have also not been tackled properly. If the Hon’ble Minister will 
kindly go to the interior of villages, these facts would become clear 
to him. The people must be made to feel that they have got something 
during this period of 3 years. 

I think the Hon’ble Minister is suffering from lack of imagination, 
as has been stressed In in \ friend, Mr. Ahmed A 1 i Mridha, from the 
other side of tin* House. The Hon'ble Minister will, I hope, find time 
to go to the villages and look t o tin* condition of tin* people with his 
own e.\cs and not simply depend on the officers ot the department who, 
1 believe, only draw their pay without doing anything of real benefit 
to tin* people of the province. Sii, with the-e words, 1 commend my 
motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. d7,lk\00() under the bead “3!) — Public Health” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. 

Sir, though inadequate and unsatisfactory, grants and allotments, 
singly and separately considered, are certainly good and lauflable, but 
what 1 want to complain ot is this: if we compare the items of allot- 
ment this year and the allotments of the two previous years, we find 
that w’ith the exception of a few items there is a conspicuous absence of 
link and system in them. This, Sir, is due to the absence of any 
well-developed, well-defined and well-thought-out schemes and plans. 

Sir, during these three years whenever the Hon’ble Ministers rose 
to present their demands they told us a very sad tale, namely, ‘‘that 
certain schemes are under consideration, and the district boards have 
gent them several schemes and they have not been able to examine 
them yet” and they showered promises like anything but never nteant 
to be fulfilled. This lias been our melancholy experience for*the last 
two years. 
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If we scrutinise the statement in the Red Book we find that the 

figures in the allotment are purposely inflated every year with the 
deliberate intention not to spend them. I must tell the House at once 
that this is done only to satisfy — to placate — the public who do not 
really go into the details of the working and mho do not compare the 
actuals with the budgeted expenditure and also to satisfy the members 
here. This is a kind of jugglers which we cannot praise. What do we 
see? We see that in tin* departments which arc really nation-building 
departments, namely, Irrigation. Education, Public Health and Medi- 
cal, every year there are grants which remain unspent. 

Then, Sir, in scrutinising the heads of expenditure under General 
Administration I find in the Red Book at page 88 a decrease of 
Rs. 1,48,000 under “Other establishment" due mainly to the non- 
utilisation in full of the provision for Reorganisation of the Rural 
Reconstruction Department. We do not find any item in the general 
expenditure remaining unspent, but where the allotment is far the 
reorganisation ot the Rural Reconstruction we find a huge sum of 
Rs. 1.48,000 remaining unspent. Then, Sir, we find that decrease 
iff under certain specific grants of heads. So those items which are 
really items of nation-building, which are for the health, happiness and 
prosperity ot the people, are always kept unspent. 

Now, if we examine the items under Public Health purposes we see, 
Sir, that large -unis of money leinain unspent. We grunted Rs. 88,800 
for Tubereulo-is Stirs ey, but we spent only Rs. 14,140. For control 
of lepiosy we sanctioned Rs. 50,000, but we were able to spend only 
Rs. 00,000. We allotted last year Rs. 65,768 for Rajshahi Water- 
supply, but we do not find any mention of that in the revised column. 
We sanctioned Rs. 17,000 odd for Munshiganj Waterworks Improve- 
ments, but it is absent from the revised column. We sanctioned 
Rs. 7o,000 for Tollygiinge Protective Embankment, but there is no 
mention ot that in the revised column. It remained unspent. For 
Xavadwip Drainage Scheme we sanctioned Rs. 41.607, but it was not 
spent. But I find one item that has been -pent, very nicely and that 
is the rural public health units. This is a very vague item. I do not 
know what they mean by rural public health units. We sanctioned 
about Rs. 11 lakhs and we spent Rs. 11 lakhs. We have again sanc- 
tioned this year Rs. 11 lakhs. Sir, l do not know if this has anything 
to do wifh rural public health. 1 am tempted to say that this is a sum 
for the health and well are of the Ministry. Therefore it was spent 
fully. We hope the IJoipble Minister-in-chargc will explain how this 
.huge sum was spent. 

Then we see that we sanctioned Rs, '*>0,000 lor Maternity and Child 
Welfare Centres, but only Rs. 15,000 has been spent. Now, this year 
we fin^that we haw reduced the grant for improvement of rural water- 
‘supply. Last year we spent about Rs. 2,81,000. This year we have 
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sanctioned Rs. 1,40,000. Does it mean thpt we have fully satisfied 
the demand of rural water-supply and, therefore, we have reduced 
the grant this year? 


Sir, Public Health Department is a department, the motto of which 
should be “Prevention is better than cure”. We should remember 
that motto and work out schemes and make allotments and grants. The 
nature of the expenditure will substantiate my contention that the 
Ministers were simply placating the public and members here by pur- 
posely inflating the figures of expenditure in those departments and 
then deliberately withholding the expenditure. Sir, what is the per- 
centage of grant allotted in this department including the honorarium, 
pay, salary, contingencies and the contribution of pay to the Health 
Officers and Sanitary Inspectors? We have allotted only 3*4 per cent, 
of the total revenue receipts. Sir, though this year the expected 
revenue receipts is below the actual revenue receipts of the last year, 
but still we have increased the expenditure by 37 lakhs. The percentage 
that we spent last year for General Administration, Administration 
of Justice, Police, Jail and Convict Settlements has been increased by 
3 per cent., but the percentage ot expenditure under head “Nation- 
building Departments” has been increased by only one per cent., but 
that again, Sir, will not be spent. This is how the important depart- 
ments are taken care of by the popular Ministers. 


Sir, the Ministers last night came with an excuse and that excuse 
is a lame excuse which cannot stand or walk. He was telling us that 
he only recently took charge of the department. Quite true. He might 
have taken charge of the department quite recently, but Government 
were not defunct so long. He only followed his predecessors. So if 
there was really any scheme left by his predecessor, he could have 
continued that. So “recenlh” has no meaning whatsoever. Sir, we 
know public property sometimes becomes nobody’s property. The 
Public Health Department has become nobody’s department* When 
they spent money on public health units, 1 must tell the House that 
they were playing ducks and drakes with the public money and they 
were not spending for purposes winch were really meant for the benefit 
and happiness of the rural people. 

Sir, Government always complain that there is dearth of money*. 
But we have not forgotten. Sir, that Rs. 10 lakhs additional grant was* 
at once provided last year to Police Department and if any kind of 
movement ie started in the country, we know that there will be no dearth’ 
ef money in the Police Budget for Jail and Convict Settlements, put 
the plea of dearth of money is always used in case of Public Health 
Department which is the most essential department* So I implbre the 
present Cabinet to really think over the matter and take up schemes 
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with earnestness and fulil them. Sir, three years’ time cannot be 
called insufficient time, but we have not seen really anything substantial 
done by the Government. 

Sir, we have always been hearing that schemes are ‘under examina- 
tion’, but I ask, Sir, will this examination continue till Doom’s Day 
or it will see the light of day? Will the schemes materialise at any 
future time within the two years' life time of this Assembly? 

Sir, we are really not encouraged to make any suggestions, because 
our sad experience is that our suggestions are never accepted. 

At this stage the House was adjourned for ‘JO minutes. 


( After adjournment .) 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
was going to finish, but I was not allowed because the House adjourned. 
I shall not take more than one minute. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right, not more than one minute. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, I find that mention has 
been made of two schemes in the Red Book, namely, lump provision 
for anti-malarial schemes Sir, last year we sanctioned Rs. 2, JO, 000 
which remained unspent. This year we have made provision of 
Rs. 1,00,000. The second scheme is the Dacca Waterworks Improve- 
ment Scheme. AVe have sanctioned Rs. 1,00,000 this year. May I 
know from the Hon’ble Minister if these schemes have passed out of 
examination and are ready for materialisation? If so, we shall be 
pleased if the Hon'ble Minister will give us some idea of these schemes 
so that the money provided may not remain unspent and shown in the 
next year’s budget. I suggest, Sir, that a grant for improvement 
of • 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You may finish your sentence. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I suggest, Sir, that the grant 
fol* improvement of rural water-supply should be increased. With these 

words, Sir, I commend mv motion for the acceptance of the House. 

• * 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, I hesitated long enough as to 
whether I could talw part in the discussion to-day. I would still prefer to 
‘ be guided by the superior wisdom and experience of senior mem berg 
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in this House, but certain observations made by the learned speaker 
Hr. J. C. Gupta have compelled me to refer to certain points that he 
has raised in the course of discussion. 

Sir, we on this side of the House, though identified with the Govern- 
ment, are not debarred from making honest criticism of the various 
plans and measures of the Government of Bengal that are brought 
forward in this House from time to time for examination. We are not 
here to stultify ourselves. Let us not be misunderstood. We are not 
going to criticise for the sake of criticism, to indulge in reckless and 
wanton attacks for t lie sake of attack. Some of the observations that 
have been made have eerlainh been inspired with the best of motives 
to help Government in the best possible wa y, while others proceed from 
a tendency to thwart and obstruct (lie Government. That is a tendency, 
Sir, which has got to be discouraged. 

Sir, the problem of public health is one of the most serious, complex 
and sacred problems that conliont any civilised government in the 
world. We are not going to trifle with this problem. As a matter of 
fuel, all sections of the House are agreed that we must find out a real 
solution of this serious problem which affects the vast millions that 
knock about the rural areas. But when we consider this question 
we must try to take a calm and dispassionate view of the whole situa- 
tion, in all its implications, in all its repercussions upon the province 
as a whole. We must not rush to any conclusion, we must not jump 
to any decision. If we take* a comprehensive view of the whole 
problem, we must also take a comprehensive view of the various sources 
of revenue, of the resources at our disposal, it is always very easy to 
criticise a particular Ministci, with regard to a particular measure of 
Government. But ill-digested and ill-assimilated schemes or projects 
may thrive in the doudland of fancy or imagination. But when they 
are confronted with stern realities of life, thev dissipate in the thin 
air and do never materialize. Let us adjust the debit side to tjie credit 
side. Let us face t lit* problem as it stands. Malaria is a very serious 
problem. Sir, I hail from a nml.iria-stiicken district myself, and the 
particular constituent^ which I represent is one of the most malarial 
areas in Bengal. Village after village has practically been denuded 
of people owing to the ravages of malaria, since malaria exacts a heavy 
toll year in and year out. 1 personally have bitter experience of a 
particular district iu Bengal, namely, Burdwan, for I myself contracted 
malaria there about K> years back and suffered from it for 10 years. 
It is a problem, Sir, with which the whole destiny of the nation is bound' 
up. The nation must live before it can think of anything else^ I 
realise that this is a serious problem and there are various aspects that 
have got to be tackled. We have got to closely Study it and* find a 
ready solution. The Government of Bengal and especially the Hon’ble 
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Minister of Public Health* has not been very unsympathetic to the 
aspirations, -to the needs and requirements of the people. I notice, Sir, 
that the grant under this head has been increased during the last 2 
•or *3 years. Rupees 5 lakhs has been provided for quininisation of the 
province, and of late there has been a change, a new orientation in the 
policy of Government. Government have come forward with a revised 
policy of spending money for permanent projects of a very beneficial 
character — projects like flushing schemes, irrigation schemes — which 
will ultimately usher in a happier Bengal, a healthier Bengal, a more 
prosperous Bengal. I find that there is another aspect of the question 
which has also been seriously taken into consideration by Government. 
They have of late appointed a malaiia engineer for assisting the local 
bodies for drawing up anti-malarial schemes; they have really taken 
up the task in right earnest. They have studied the question in all 
its aspects and in all its bearings. They have to solve the whole 
question in all its aspects. The whole position will have to be looked 
into very carefully . The provision that has already been made in the 
current y ear’s budget should he properly utilised to the benefit 
of the province. Sir, I cannot tor a single moment persuade myself 
to believe that this money is sufficient. We all agree that more money 
is necessary in order to cope with the expanding needs of this province, 
more money is necessan to eradicate this evil; more money is necessary 
to solve the problem of ill-health, and sanitation in the countryside. 
Year in and year out nearly dt) to 40 million cases of malaria occur in 
the countryside but only d millions of cases are treated in the various 
dispensaries. Sir, dA lakhs of people die of malaria. Malaria is a 
scourge, a visitation. It has got to he seriouslv tackled, seriously 
grappled with and eradicated. Members on the opposite side criticised 
the bjgger provision tor the Police budget in this connection. I 
agree with them. Sir, in thinking that everything might wait, 
even education, primary education might wait, secondary education 
might ^ait. agriculture and industries might wait, the activities of 
other departments might wait, but Public Health cannot. Sir, often 
in the stillness of night, in the depth of solitude, in the grim silence 
of the heavens, when anxieties and cares of man are laid at rest and 
the mind of man is lifted above sordid surroundings and transported 
not into a region of romance or fancy but into a serene and calm 
atmosphere of life, 1 have pondered over the darksome fate of this pro- 
vince and my thought has been diawn to leaders of public opinion in 
Bengal. All shades of opinion, all schools of political thought must 
concentrate on this question and should strive hard to. check and 
er|dicate this scourge and bring about a more prosperous Bengal, a 
healthier Bengal, a richer Bengal, in which all classes and communities 
might* combine and contribute all that they could to the peace and 
prosperity of the common motherland. Sir, I^am one of the babes and 
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sucklings of yesterday, not properly conversant with this subject/ I 
wish I could speak with some amount of authority, but I am afraid I 
shall not be able to throw any new light on this complex subject. 

Sir, there is another problem which is equally acute, namely, the 
problem of water-supply for which adequate provision has not yet been 
made. Government should find out if the Finance Department has 
held up any projects, and if they have not allowed programmes and 
policies to materialise for lack of funds. Without meaning any dis- 
respect to Government and without criticising the policy of Government, 
may I know from the Finance Department what did they do during 
the last three years, and why were they sitting tight over these projects 
and programmes? If any department is to be held responsible, it is 
the Finance Department that should be held responsible in this con- 
nection. Let the Finance Department, let the Irrigation Department, 
let the Communications and Works Department, let the various 
departments of Government co-operate in solving this great problem 
in the country. On this particular occasion, Sir, I plead that all 
political animosities should cease, all party considerations should be 
thrown into the background. Let Hindus, Muslims, Christians and 
Buddhists — all sections in this House unite in solving this problem. 

There is another problem also that calls for equally serious attention 
and that is the problem of leprosy. Sir, may I warn the members of 
the Coalition Party that until and unless the> bring pressure to bear 
upon Government, until all parties come forward with a definite pro- 
gramme ami show determination and clear vision the great problems 
of this country will not be solved. With these few words, Sir, I resume 
my seat. 

(Mr. Deputy Speaker called ori Rai Jogesh Chandra Sen Bahadur to 
move his amendment.) 

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8. Sir, I rise on a point of order. There is 
an amendment, Nos. 43-40, standing in the name of Mr. Bramatha 
Ranjan Thakur and others. The scheduled caste party have not been 
given any opportunity of moving their motion and I request that I may 
be allowed to move it at this stage. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have already called the Rai Bahadur 
to move his motion. You may move yours after lie has finished. 

Rai JOGESH CHANDRA SEN Bahadur: Sir, I beg to move that, 
the demand of Rs. 47,12,000 under the head “39 — Public Health”, be 
reduced by Rs. 100. • 

Before I discuss the Public Health policy I would. Sir, just Afer to 
the statement issued by tjie Hon'ble Minister in charge of Public Health ‘ 
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yesterday. It appears froji the statement regarding* the Public Health 
that everything is not going on well in the Cabinet and the Hon’ble 
Minister does not get the necessary amount of co-operation of other 
Ministers for which he has in a way expressed his disappointment and 
repeated it several times in his statement. This House never knew 
that there was such non-co-operation between t he Ministers. Really 
speaking, one Minister cannot go ahead without the co-operation of 
the other Ministers. Nowhere in his statement, however, the Hon ble 
Minister has said that he had several schemes or even one scheme ready 
in hand which was turned down or shelved hv his colleagues — l mean 
the other Ministers. Inder these circumstances we do not know what 
view to express. Hut I lea\e his statement here tor the present and I 
’would take up other points now. 

Sir, the allotment under thU head is Rs. 4S, 45.000 which, I must 
sav, is miserably inadequate and nothing very tangible can be achieved 
with this. Is it unknown to an\ one in this House that death curries 
away millions of people from this province ever\ year and 1 am 
mentioning deaths due to cholera, small-pox. tuberculosis, malaria 
and typhoid and t he.se. Sir, are prevent ible diseases, but the predeces- 
sors of our Hon’ble Minister never raised their little fingers to save 
them in the past, so also in the present 1 am sorry to say. If you have 
the inner vision, if you are ever in a pensive mood, you can hear the 
lamentations of the departed souls coming from the land of the dead. 
You can hear their sobs, you can hear them saying — “Oh ye, oh ye, 
w r e hold you responsible for our premature and untimely death. You 
could have saved us if you bad cured for us, if \ou had tuken timely 
precautions, but you only rolled in wealth and were mad wdth power. 
Do atone, therefore, for your past sins ami omissions of your 
predecessors and your own and save those who are now in the land of 
the living. Hark ve — if you disregarded our warnings you will be 
visited with chaos, havocs and pestilence that will sweep you all to our 
fold/’ • 

Now* let us see. Sir, wdiat is being done now and secondly what 
should be our public health policy. In vain I hunted out the pages 
of the budget and the Red Book to find out if money is being spent 
against any scheme or if there is any policy behind it. When there is 
no scheme, the best way of distributing the amount in hand is to 
divide by means of grants-in-aid in charity. This is exactly w r hat has 
been done — several lakhs of rupees were given to different municipalities 
•for waterworks, sewerage scheme and drainage schemes,. The only 
noticeable allotments are Rs. 7,50.000 for water-supply and Rs. 5,00,000 
for quinine. There is, however, some jugglery in this quinine matter. 
The supply of quinine is received from the Government Cinchona 
Works and a huge profit is made out of it. , 
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Now, let us see, Sir, what Govern me*t has done to combat the 
preventive diseases, viz., cholera, small-pox, tuberculosis, malaria, 
etc. No word can be sufficiently strong to condemn this department 
for utter callousness in this respect. Sir, Rs. 10,000 only will be given 
to the Tuberculosis Association to combat tuberculosis w r hich is the most 
dangerous menace in this province and nothing especially for cholera, 
small-pox, etc. Can y oil , Sir, conceive of a state of things worse than 
this in an administration? We request the Hon’hle Minister in all 
seriousness to rise equal to the occasion and adopt measures to save 
those who can be saved by tin* manipulation of human hands. No one 
in this House will tolerate such indifference and will refuse to see their 
countrymen dying for want of care and attention. Towns and villages 
of this province will turn into graveyards and cremation grounds if the 
situation is not tackled properly or otherwise the Cabinet Members will 
have to watch over this province as undertakers only. We hope the 
Hon’hle Minister will start in earnest and set matters right at once. 

I have not much time to discuss the question in greater details and I 
would venture to offer some concrete suggestions for consideration of 
the Cabinet. Unlike some other departments tin* chief officer of this 
department, Col. A. C. Chattel ji, is a man full of energy and a brilliant 
officer, at least I knew him to he such when 1 was Chairman of a 
district board. He can be asked to formulate schemes forthwith. 

My suggestions are — 

(1) To frame comprehensive o-\ear and 10-year schemes to combat 

mularia, tuberculosis, small-pox, cholera, etc. 

(2) To amend the \ acci nation Act and make revaccination compul- 

sory. 

(3) To pass a comprehensive Public Health Bill, covering all 

points relating to public health. 

(4) To arrange periodical inspection of all holdings in order to see 

if t host* are being kept in sanitary condition. * 

(ft) To arrange for extensive health propaganda throughout the 
province in order to roust* the sanitary consciousness of the 
ignorant mass by means of health exhibition, cinema, 
lectures, ‘lantern’ lectures, jittra , kathtikaUi , story-telling. 

(6) To start Maternity (Yntres in all parts of the districts with 

arrangement to impart Ihit training to the women folks of 
'grihanfa' families to check infant mortality. 

(7) To publish widely throughout the province, at least twice a 

year, the important health laws and instruction through 
posters, pamphlets and by fixing the same in railway train, 
steamer, tram, bus. stations and also through cinema w housea 
to educate the mass and classes. 
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(8) To start model villages in every union with a 3-year scheme 

and place the same under local organisation. 

(9) To solve the problem of water-supply by giving contribution 

and advancing loan to the local bodies at a very small rate 
of interest. 

(10) To encourage all sorts of outdoor games, lathi plays, 

gymnasium and make drill compulsory in schools and 
colleges to improve the health of the students. 

(11) As health and wealth go together, arrangements should be 

made to solve the economic problem along with it. 

(12) If real improvement is needed, let Government play the role 

of a parent of a big famih. 

I have briefly stated m\ 12 points which are like 12 commandments 
to me and I appeal to the Tabinet not to waste a moment and take up 
this problem serioush in hand. Reware of chaos, and beware of 
pestilence. 

With these words I commend m\ motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Babu LAK8HMI NARAYAN BI8WA8: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 47,12,900 undei the head “39 — Public Health” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I find that about 9 more members want to speak. 
So I must adjust the time of the speakers as I must close down at a 
certain time. 

Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, may I suggest that Maulvi 
Abdul Jabbar may be given a chance to speak as he has not spoken at 
all this session P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then his name should have been given earlier. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, may I suggest that 
each speaker may be given three minutes? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will consider that. 

Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: Sir, I would like to make a few remarks 
regarding Public Health. The money provided for supply of kala-asar 
specific and quinine in the rural areas in quite insufficient. In the 
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rural areas, kala-azar, malaria and other diseases take a very large toll 
every year for want of any treatment. In the majority of cases no 
medical relief is available to them. The lew dispensaries that exist 
in the countryside are not sufficient to serve the vast population 
inhabiting the rural areas and even in these dispensaries the quantity 
of special medicine supplied for treatment of kala-azar is quite 
inadequate. The consequent result is that a majority of the people in 
the remote villages who lead their life in half-starvation and extreme 
poverty get no medical relief. I think this is one of the reasons why 
many of our educated men have abandoned their country homes and 
have flocked in the towns. 

Sir, the existing health units in each thana under* Sanitary 
Inspectors are doing no useful work to the extent which it was expected 
of them. The present health units should be done away with for 
something better. The proposal for the establishment of a dispensary 
in each union to he in charge of a medical officer who will give both 
preventive and curative reliefs is welcome and Government ought to 
consider the matter seriously at once with a view to deal with the 
problem of rural health effectively commensurate with the need of the 
people in the countryside. 

To give relief to the rural population until any comprehensive 
scheme is prepared it is not only necessary to equip the existing village 
dispensaries with increased supply of quinine and special medicines 
for treatment of malaria and kala-azar, but it is also necessary through 
the medium of district hoards or union hoards to open the requisite 
number of malaria and kala-azar centres in the rural areas at such 
places where there are no dispensaries within a reasonable distance. 
This means more and increased grants to the local bodies, but nothing 
substantive has been done in this direction. 

Sir. it is the duty of all civilised governments to help the people 
in getting rid of all pre\entilde and other diseases. In the name of 
the suffering humanity L would appeal to the Hon'ble Minister to 
realise the depth of misery and the extent of suffering of the people 
living in the villages and take effective steps in the matter without 
any further delay. 

Sir, though provision has been made for rural water-supply, but in 
view of the huge demand the provision seems to be quite inadequate. 
In this connection 1 would like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to the fact that sinking of wells and tube-wells has been made 
conditional on local contribution and the inevitable result of this has 
been that the poor people who are unable to make any contribution 
have been mostly deprived of the benefit of water-supply provided* by 
the Government, Scarcity of good drinking water in the ru^l area 
ia to great that it calls for immediate attention of the Government. 
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f would accordingly request the flon’ble Minister to prepare a 
comprehensive scheme for rural water-supply and not to make looftl 
contribution a condition precedent to sinking wells in all cases. With 
these words. Sir, I resume my seat. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, 1 want to speak about 
the proposed establishment of a climatic sanitarium at Kalimpong. 
You all know that in Bengal out of a population of 50 millions a 
million, that is, 10 lakhs 

The Hobble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

Sir, the honourable member is speaking on a Medical subject and not 
on a Public Health subject. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: No, Sir. This is a Public 
Health subject. 1 am referring to the Tuberculosis Sanitarium 

Mr. SPEAKER: \M. at ever it is, \ou may speak on the Public 
Health aspect and not on its Medical aspect. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Sir, 1 think, he can refer to the 
the preventive side and not to the curative side of tuberculosis. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

Yes, Sir, that he can do. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: All right. Sir 1 will 

speak on prevention of tuberculosis. 

Sir, at^ present there are 10 lakhs of people suffering from tuber- 
culosis in Bengal of whom 2 lakhs are in such an advanced stage that 
their sputum, their coughing and their sneezing carry infection to 
.other people. As a matter of fact, out of every 50 men in Bengal one 
is a source of infection to others and in this House with a membership 
of 250, 5 of us are spreading the disease all around us, and in every 
village of Bengal there are at least ten people who may be a source of 
infection to others. So that is the position of Bengal and if we want 
to save Bengal from this, we must go ahead with the problem of 
prevention of infection. How that infection can "be prevented? The 
only* effective way of preventing the spread of infection is to have 
sanitariums in suitahJe areas and the best sites for having sanitariums 
are the hills. I. a veteran tuberculosis patient, have suffered from 
18 
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pulminory tuberculosis once 20 years bacl% and r again from tuberculosis 
of the bone eight or nine years back. I know how to prevent the spread 
of infection. There is only one place where you can go if you want 
to be cured and also if you want to see that others are not infected 
and that is the hills. In Bengal there are three such hill places, vi£., 
Darjeeling, Kurseong and Kalimpong. I had been to Kurseong and 
I know that that place is not suitable because if you want to be cured 
of tuberculosi^and not spread infection to others you must have 
sufficient sun-shine and in Kurseong in every month I think it rains 
nearly 13 days. Not only this, there is also constant fog. So you 
cannot expose yourself. Similar is the condition of Darjeeling. The 
only place which is most convenient for the treatment of tuberculosis 
is Kalimpong. This is not only my own personal experience but this 
experience has been borne out by an expert Committee which was 
appointed by the Bengal Government in 1935 to go into the matter and 
they after investigation 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 am atraid you are speaking not on prevention 
but on cure. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: 1 am speaking about 
prevention. In the case of tuberculosis prevention and cure go hand 
in hand. Sir, 1 am an expert in tuberculosis. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 know all experts are dangerous men.' 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, he is a doctor and patient 
combined in one. (Laughter.) 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: In 1935 a committee was 
appointed by Bengal Government. That committee consisted of five 
experts and those experts came to the conclusion that in the whole 
district of Darjeeling the Kalimpong ridge is the most suitable spot. 
And there is one spot in that Kalimpong ridge which is called Birkmyre 
Site and which got 87 marks out of 100 and this was the highest mark 
which any single spot got. To get further expert opinion, the Govern- 
ment of Bengal invited the Superintendent of the best sanitarium in 
India, that is the Madanapalli Sanitarium in Madras, to go into the 
matter. He himself went over the whole of the Darjeeling district, 
investigated into the matter and came to the conclusion that this 
Birkmyre Site was the best place. But as you know, Sir, thertf is a 
band of Missionaries there in Kalimpong who p^pcticalljr rule in that 
area and as soon as those Missionaries found that some outsiders were 
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coming who might influence the people there, they at once raised a 
hue and cry saying that this place will be full of tuberculosis if a 
sanitarium is established there. 

(The member at this stage having reached his time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Mr. W. C. PATTON: Mi. Speaker, Sir, 1 am* Aire there in not ^ 
single member of this House who is not in sympathy with the sufferers 
from the dread disease of tuberculosis. 1 consider that the wide-spread 
nature of this disease in Hen gal is one of the main problems which the 
Government will have to face and fight continually for many years to 
come. 

Hut with regard to tin* points raised by l)r. Suresli Chandra 
Banerjee, 1 can assure him from m\ own personal knowledge and from 
what has been done h\ Government that there has been no apathy on 
the part of Government. The onls reason why this sanitarium was 
not started before is the difficulty which has arisen in selecting a 
Suitable site. One condition is that the site shall \w climatically suit- 
able for curing tuberculosis, and the second is that it shall he in Bengal. 
These two conditions do not naturally go together. After making the 
investigations, the doctors decided that Kalimpong was to some extent 
suitable, not that it was an ideal place at all, but it was probably one 
•of the best. That was the opinion of the experts who investigated on 
behalf of Government, but that opinion was not agreed to by the 
members of the medical profession who have lived in Kalimpong for 
any length of time and who have known Kalimpong through and 
through. They and the people ol Kalimpong know that the site selected 
could only be a hot weather sanitarium at best, and that it is not 
possible for plains people whose resistance has already been reduced 
by the disease to remain there in winter. It is subject at times to 
intense mist probably averaging some 450 hours in the year, and 
probably for every hour of mist w r e nan count a death for a tuberculosis 
case. Last October some of the Hon ’hie Ministers went to Kalimpong 
to inspect the selected site for the sanitarium and I am glad to say 
that on the very day on which they inspected the whole of the site was 
covered by mist, and the only place which they could see whs the plot 
of land on which they were standing. 

But this is not the only reason why the people of Kalimpong have 
agitated against the establishment of a climatic sanitarium there. 
•They fear the spread of the disease amongst their own members. They 
know that Kalimpong is unsuitable for the cure of tuberculosis by 
climate, but they know also that if Kalimpong be given the name of 
being Giimatically wit able by the establishment of a climatic sanitarium 

there that for every one who goes to the sanitvinm there will be many 

% 
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others who say, “Why should I pay Rs. 5 o^Rs. 10 per day to live in 
the sanitarium, when I can be cured by going to Kalimpong and living 
in cheap quarters in the town?” The result will be the spread of 
infection which cannot be controlled. The conviction of the people of 
Kalimpong is not due to any superstition nor to influence from the 
three or four relatively wealthy people who have settled there. It is 
based upon common sense and upon the established facts as known to 
them in connection with other climatic sanitaria. Let me read you 
some extracts from a letter written by Dr. E. C. Cousins when in charge 
of Almora Sanitarium — 

“It will certainly be a disaster to the public health of the town if 
h sanitarium is built in Kalimpong. In Almora for fifty years or more 
people with tuberculosis have been coming up from the plains and have 
so infected every house almost in the place that the previously healthy 
population have become seriously affected. Almora has a particularly 
good climate for tuberculosis, whereas Kalimpong certainly has not. 

“Alter allowing these things to go on for half a century, the Almora 
Municipality has this year passed a by-law (which one feels pretty 
sure, will not, and cannot U* enforced) to tn to prevent tuberculosis 
patients from occupying houses in the more crowded areas of the 
bazar.” 

That is the view of the Kalimpong people and that view is justified 
by an expert. Realising these difficulties 1 have for some time past 
and when opportunities occurred been searching in the hills for sites 
which might be considered suitable tor the establishment of a climatic 
sanitarium without having the worst of the detects of Kalimpong, and 
on Sunday next the Surgeon-General for Bengal, the Director of Public 
Health and l)r. l r kil will accompany the Civil Surgeon of Darjeeling 
and inxselt to inspect a site called Laringaon which 1 believe rather 
more suitable than Kalimpong, although it will be necessary to con- 
struct a motorabie road to it. I believe the cost of that road will not 
be great, but even if it were, it would be a minor considerjtion in 
comparison with the lives of the* brothers and sisters and sons and 
daughters of the poor people ol Kalimpong which will be lost should 
Government be so inconsiderate as to establish the sanitarium in 
Kalimpong. all of which loss of life would be the direct responsibility 
of the Government which did so. 

Sir, that is the view of Kalimpong people. This agitation has not 
been organised by the Missionary people there. It has come from the 
people themselves and they soy “If* by the action of the Government' 
ef Bengal, our sons and daughters die who w ill give them hack to u^P” 
That is the reason why Government cannot put the sanitarium in 
Kalimpong itself. Nor is there any need to do so, when there ale rites 
which are away from an existing town. I do not see any reason why 
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9 good road should Aot bj constructed if a suitable site be found for a 
sanitarium at Larin^unn where the medical officers of Government are 
going- on Sunday next. 

Dr. COBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMIK: Sir, 1 hep to move that 
the demand of Its. 47,12,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Public 
Health” be reduced by Its. 100. 

WUWW. TOT OTC?? fatOTCF COT?lT C? COTfc COT? 

?T?T fTOI OT? TOT OTTC?f??r? TOT CTO. TOST? TOT CTO O^.^o 

3R, ^5 TOT CTO $R, fiSWtfW TOT CTO Q^.8oo 5R. TOT? TOT CTO 

*8,6fco $R. fafa? ?TT?TC? J&b.ijfcrfc 8R, insanityCT TOT CTO ooo.q^o 
SR « ??T «R*TO fa?; BCOTC? qq.fcfcfc 5R! TOTW? OTTOTCOT?? at TO 
at CTTO vitality ? fa??«U TOc?t a? 5OT faC?? 3CTORI «05 

fa? toc CTOa totr $ faBm&r nfaOTOTTT cotc? stttor otto ototw? t^.fas 

W?T ?T$I ®(MT*mo ?$?T? fa?^T C?t l flt f$4 <IC? fOTUR ?*3*lt? »3t faOT*t(>( 
nfaMOTU CTOTO CW TO. fro C?$ f^rt ?C?R fat «TOT 5TCOT??TC?? ?TCBfr 

CHnt-it ?^c$ ot* c? smrr RfaTOTc?? «f?g srottoc?? srt fa?; ctocri TO& 
,5?f*?© ??r? to toot to? cot? ws TOrofa n^fcs TO TO. fa*$ toi 

CTO CTO W faTO-faOTC?? TO OTC? 3*R WOT TO C? ^^ClOT fart TO* 
fa I KtTC«lto( «vt ?OT? <5RT TO? faTR? W n^fa 1 *; TOC OTTOT" CTO *?7? 

CI5TCTO, 1fa$ PTO fafat ?faT?? - t TOT OT 1 Wttf? at C? * 

?TO TO; OTC? 3<C OTOT C?H fat? TOfafat ?:? TOTC? TO ?? OT l ?TTC?falT? 
3C?rm TOlsrra ??c??t to; n*r; i tot otTm ch^ots, tot ot fa hTibwcm 
« fa SwcwhI, ?tw? awj to* toot n?c? sot ^ cotc?ot .sotc? to aero* 
TOT OT CTO fa*T fafa^TO OTC3 ??TC? TOT OT TO C?ST TOTW?t WOT I fa*? 
TOiCH* <9*fa ??5ifaTT C? OTOTW? ?f*3? e, '353H? CK ST\5 ??? WOT? H k fa?Tt 5? OT l 

toot twfa to^tc? *Tt. c*ro *rrt f*ro? «rcro?t tot? nr»ro r* i tot? 
aevero <t?1to? arror ww? ^ctot tocti cro^fa hrv 

TO ^?? ?fa<3 <CT 5i^C«CT, end? W R€TO t^fa?T ?T ^TO C*t 1 CTTt TO?T 

croc TOfa nyct ?fa n?*t?R? =TTTrrcc5 ?? otto TOfro cvw T^ ni yc*^? facn? 

JW?T 5fa^l TOT? ?sfarc* **3^ WTO? afa «R^?T? at c? fafa a*R TO 
fai; to 5RT fafa fa?^*?n1? cxrrc? scpto* i <anrc? *rofa? question 
fa?J C?t \ C? CUn^? COTT CTO^ *T C^R. C*C*T? TO*C CTOFCVt WTCn sfTPTO 

to — at ?fa ?r?*n? 5? otto ®ctR?t ent to croc^ to tos *rfa cro? 

CTOF ?*rc& l HiUaUfli, TORCT. TOTTO, TOT. 3^fa? TOTCn C?*T STSTT^T tITCl 

VXK\ ®Ufa TOT? constituency? a?T nPRfaS^ WTO OTt 

sfa enre^ to wtT? c*nr c*ti cn n? scnnT? sefa? to ?aioo 5 ttt afa 
awi, fro croc* *mr*f??i c?t ennre? ot? *»w;n toi tr u» TO* toto? ftw 

«te TOW **l>r OT1OTTTI OT? ¥T?«T CTOT? *TTC*f?IT? TOW* WtTC* aTOT 
CTOTOW TO TOCfl TOC?*? TOOT OT I C«tf?H? TOTO ?R*;OT * C5TC1C1 COTTO 
MC?I WTO CTO ?TOT?T« COTTO $? OTll C* *? *^C* OTff t ^ *? WICf TO?, TO 
fPO^CTO- C^l WEBt TOT tfROTT? TO? CT1TO TO « liTOT ?H 

KBITO TO TO* & |fetOT%f* TOT? OT? TO OTC? I 
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Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Mr. Speyer, Sir, while discussing 
the grant in general, I would congratulate 

(At this stage Maulvi Md. Mozamrael Huq rose to speak.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Huq, your name is much down below. I 
cannot do anything. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: i would congratulate the Govern- 
ment on their earnestness in the matter of rural water-supply. Govern- 
ment have provided in the budget Rs. 7$ lakhs for water-supply and 
we really appreciate their earnestness and readiness to float a loan, if 
necessary, to meet t lie situation. Personally, however, I think that 
71 lakhs ot rupees are quite inadequate for the purpose. Scarcity of 
good drinking water in ther rural area is a great problem which should 
be solved by any popular Government. In the districts of Eastern 
Bengal, particularly in my own district, Sir, which is a river district- 
in the southern part of it — there is enough water, but it is saline and 
1 am tempted to say that ‘water, water everywhere, but not a drop to 
drink”. In the northern part ot the district. Sir, Utah which are the 
main source of water-supply have silted up and as a result, in both 
these parts, cholera and malaria have been taking a heatv toll of 
lives every year. 

Now, Sir, as regards the khah I urn tempted to quote an instance. 
The other day the TIon’ble Minister in charge of Public Health, in 
reply to my own starred question No. . - 19 this session said that as a 
result of investigation by the Assistant Director of Public Health, 
Eastern Circle, it was found that a certain khtil, called Thanda Bibi’s 
khal, has been silled up, and irrigation, sanitation, water-supply and 
communication oi a vast area have l>een affected. As to the steps taken, 
the Government addressed the district hoard to include this as an anti- 
malarial project among other major schemes of the district. Here I am 
constrained to say. Sir. that the duty of the Government would hot end 
here; the Government cannot leave the people to their fate. To 
include the scheme with other major schemes means a great delay which 
the matter cannot brook. Now that a malaria engineer has been 
appointed, let no money, not a coirrtr of the anti-malarial grant, lapse, 
as it. has happened in the years past. It is. no use, Sir, showing any 
figure or money in the budget but not spending it owing to schemes 
not. having materialised. There are district boards, I admit, which 
may not take proper initiative for want of fund or for other reasons. . 
But. for that should Government stop there or in some cases, take direct 
action >f necessary « It is really unfortuuate that money under tlfc 
head “Anti-malarial Grant’’ should remain unspent. .Voluntary labour 
will be available in many cases, which a union board or union boards 
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combined can arrange,* a pa it from district boards. There is great 
enthusiasm in countryside which should not be allowed to cool down. 

Apart from this, Sir, I would congratulate the Government on the 
work of tuberculosis survey which they have undertaken in some of the 
centres in Bengal. One party which is working at Barisal has in the* 
meantime been doing very useful work in the matter of creating 
a sanitary consciousness among the urban population and the 
neighbourhood. I would ask the Government to give this party proper 
facilities for propaganda work in rural areas also where it is more 
needed 

(At this stage the mcinhei having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

Sir, 1 have listened with great interest especially to the speech of my 
colleague from Dacca, Mr. J. <\ Gup’a, when moving his cut motion. 
He has, as is usual with him, referred to certain omissions and com- 
missions of Government — what Government had committed and what 
Government had not committed. He has also quoted certain extracts 
from my statement but may 1 remind him that the statement which I 
made in the beginning was that. I had taken over this deportment only 
on the 8th of January and the Asemnbh began its sittings on the 15th 
of February? He thinks thut I him* got the vision of a Mahatnm that 
I should know' beforehand that I was to take the Medical Department, 
and to learn up all the subjects before that. Now, Sir. I am 
surprised, 1 that a lawyer like him should make a statement that the 
Government instead of an increased demand on water-supply has 
reduced it. Sir, if he had kindly taken pains to read my statement 
carefully he would have found that I mentioned it not in respect of this 
Government but that it was the Government of India that reduced the 
grant on this subject from Rs. 2 lakhs 80 thousand to Us. 1 lakh 40 
thousand, and for this this Government is not responsible. The Bengul 
Government have been giving for the last three years a grant of 
Es. 1 \ lakhs for the purpose of rural water-supply. Now if the 
honourable member begins his criticism with a statement of this 
.character it becomes difficult for me to reply to criticisms which are 
unfounded. In regard to rural water-supply T have already said that 
the Government have got a comprehensive scheme for trying to solve 
this problem, but the fault doeR not lie at the door of this Government. 
Government have asked the district boards to send them comprehensive 
sobemes. A 8 I bare mentioned in my speech to this House, certain dis- 
trict boards only have sent their schemes and there are many others 
who*have not yet done so. As soon as Government receive all these 
schemes wegafdiif^ ryral water-supply froiff the district boards I ca» 
assure the House that Government will tackle^ the problem in right 
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earnest. And they have decided definite^ th4t this problem muftt be 
solved within the limit of a number of years, say, three or five yearSj 
so that the whole of Bengal may have a proper water-supply for itf 
rural population . 

Sir, a great deal has been made in regard to some grants which have 
been allotted but which have not been spent. In regard to the grant 
for malaria schemes, I have already mentioned in my speech that the 
Government has revised its policy in regard to this grant. Formerly 3 
small sums were given for clearing up small little areas, but whal 
Government have recently felt is that it was a mere waste of money 
to do so in regard to schemes on a >inall scale and they have decided 
now to revive the policy of going in for large schemes which will be of 
real Iwmefit to the rural population in solving this problem of rural 
wuter-supply. Secondly, a small grant of Us. 14,000 was not. spent in 
regard to the malaria engineer because we found it difficult to get the 
right person at the right time. Now that we have got a malaria 
engineer that money will be spent. In the same way then* are certain 
other grants which have not been spent, because* when a big scheme i* 
to be taken in hand like water-supply scheme, those schemes will have 
to come from the local bodies and delay caused in this matter by reason 
of schemes not coining in time from local bodies in cases where Govern- 
ment have accepted a certain scheme will render it necessary for that 
scheme to be modified and also tor other reasons which were not taken 
into consideration at the time. Therefore, Sir, it is not the case that 
this Government have put in a grant and have had it passed and not 
wanted to spend it. There are again certain fuctois which have arisen 
and it is for that reason that the money could not be spent . ])r. Suresb 

Chandra Banerjee, who was just sitting on the top benches a little while 
before, hud fried to speak on the climatic sanatorium which is in the 
Medical budget. Sir, as t licit budget has been a day old now’ having 
been already passed yesterday, I do not think it would be allowed to 
me to speak on the subject, much though I should have liked to reply. 
As l have already said. Sir, I have thrown out the (dive brfinch to all 
my friends and 1 have tried to tell them that we should all sit t^own 
together to devise ways and means. We know the problem and iti 
seriousness and 1 should expect co-operation from all sections of thia 
House, but 1 am sorry to say. Sir, that the co-operation which I appeal 
for is not to be given to me. (Cries of “yes, yes, you will get that” 
from the Congress Benches.) I have already stated that any advice 
which is given me by any section of this House will be gratefully 
received ami carefully considered by me because I feel that it is neither 
one man’s job nor one department’s job. The whole of Bengal should 
think and concentrate in solving this very serious problem and $ am 
■onfy t hat instead of giving suggestions which maj bi%tejtplWhbylGov« 
ermdent. instead of doing that. Sir, they have critiOroed^the policy of 
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Government for which was not responsible, and to which I cannot 
give a proper reply. Instead of doing that, Sir, I should have thought 
that it would have been far better for the people for whom my friends 
here leel so much if they had given Government some valuable sugges- 
tions which they could have accepted and acted upon. 

As I have already said. Sir, Government are in serious earnest in 
this matter and they are determined that some wa*h and means must 
be found, hut. Sir, no Government in the whole world has ever been 
able by its own efforts alone to solve such a huge problem. Mr. J. 0. 
Gupta went on to say that we should prevent death. There is no one 
in the world born as yet who has been able to prevent death. What, 
any Government have been able to do is to try and alleviate human 
sufferings and bring about immunisation of the human race. I hope 
I have answered all (lie questions. There have been many suggestions 
made. I think 1 have been able to make myself very clear as to what 
Government propose to do I 1 hey are in earnest and they hope to he 
able to come forward with schemes. We shall all try and solve these 
.problems together. T T ndei these circumstances, 1 would request, my 
honourable friends to uitlidinw their cut motions. If not, we shall he 
obliged to oppose them. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul hazl that the demand of 11s. 47,12,000 
under the head “40 Public Health'* he reduced by Rs. 100, was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Xishitha Nath Kundu that thp demand of 
Rs. 47,12,000 under the head “49 — Public Health** be reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Balm Lakslimi Naiayan Biswas that the demand of 
Rs. 4/ ,12,000 under the head “49 — Public Health” he reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Jngesh Chandra Sen that the demand 
of Rs. 47,12,000 under the head “49 — Public Health” be reduced by 
Rs. 1(M), was then put and lost. 

The motion ot Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta that the demand of 
Rs. 4* ,12,000 under the head “49 — Public Health** be reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

• The motion of Dr. Gobinda Chandra Bhowmik that the demand of 
Be. *M£,000 under the head “39— Public Hearth’* b* reduced by 
Be. 100/ was then put and lost. 
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The motion of the Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja Hatfibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca, that the demand of Rs. 47,12,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “39 — Public Health’ , was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As it is now nearing 8 p.m., there is no time to 
take up the Demand for Grant under the head “Land Revenue.” 


Adjournment. 


It beitt^ 7-55 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Monday, the 18th March, 
1940, at the Assembly Rouse, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 18th March, lf)40, at 4-4") p.in. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Shaker (Mr. M. Asiumk Am), in the Chair, 10 Hon'ble 
Ministers and 214 members. 


Obituary Reference. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: L,idip> and gentlemen, it is with regret 
that I have to inform the House of the death of Mr. J. L. Hunerjee on 
Saturday last. He was a member of the old Bengal legislative 
Council, and was well-known a> an educationist. Our sympathy may 
be conveyed to the bereaved tamih I ask vou, therefore, to rise in 
your places to signify your consent 

(The memlx»rs rose in their places.) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. 

The Secretary will take necessary steps to convey the message to 
proper quarters. 


SHORT-NOTICE STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Scheme 0 for widening the bed of the river Kaliaghai in Midnapore 

district. 

*231 A, Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state whether the scheme to widen the bed of the river 
Kaliaghai, in Midnapore (district), on both sides has received the 
administrative sanction of the Government? 

(b) If the answer to (<i) is in the affirmative, will thb Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what amount the entire sebeme will coat? 

(c) Will ‘the Government meet from the General Revenues the 
entire sum of money which will he required for the scheme? 
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(<Z) If not, do the Government contemplate realisation from*th 
people of the area to be benefited by the scheme any part of the amour 
required tor the scheme presently or in future? 

(a) To which item of the expenditure of the Provincial Budget wi 
this sum be debited? 

(/) Has the people of the area to be benefited been asked by th 
Government to* pay a part of the cost required for the scheme? 

MINI8TER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WOftIC 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy of Coasivu 
bazar): (a) Yes. 

(b) The estimated cost is Its. Xo.JWJ . 

(<■) No. 

((I) and (/) flie scheme lias been sanctioned on condition tha 
expenditure from Provincial Revenues does not exceed Rs. 68,800 th 
balance being met b\ local contribution in cash and labour. 

(c) “18 --Other Ke\enue hxpenditure financed from ordinary reve 
nues — B -Navigation, embankment and drainage works — Works” a 
shown at page Hi of tin* Irrigation Budget for 1040-41. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL S With reference to answer (c) 
namely, ‘ No . will the Hon hie Minister be pleased to state bow tin 
contributions from Go\ eminent and from the public respectively hav< 
been arrived at? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar 

It has a fairly long bistoix behind it. There is nothing new in th< 
question of proportion between the Government and local contributions 
The total estimate was prepared and the figure of local contribution wa? 
arrived at in the usual way. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’lde Minister b€ 
pleased to state if the local contribution as stated in the answer hae 
got first to he raised before any action will be taken by Government oi 
whether Government will proceed with the work and subsequently raise 
local contribution? 

Tht Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of *m*****~t 

That will depend on the local otficers. 

Or. NALINAK8MA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoa’bk f Miii*t«r be 
pleased to state whati* thf decision of Government on this question ? 
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The Hon’ble Maharaja 9RI8CHANDRA NANOY, of O oaa iw hazar; 

Government want to he assured of the amount of public contribution. 

. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; With reference to answer (d), 
will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state whether this contribution 
* is going to be voluntary or compuKory . i.e., on the basis of any fees to 
be levied or otherwise? ' 

The Hon'ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA HANDY, of Coesimbazar: 

Again I would repeat that overs thing would depend on the locul officers. 
It may he that contribution will be partly in cash and partly in voluntary 
labour. It is left to the local officer, i.e., the District Magistrate, to 
decide how much of the money should he collected in advance or how 
much voluntary labour will be available which would go as contribution 
from the public. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the money is to he collected as voluntary con- 
tribution or an\ extra legal pressure is going to he put ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coesimbazar: 

1 am not aware of any law to eiitoice such payments. This amount is 
certainly to he collected as a voluntniv contribution; and since a very 
large amount is being spent from the public exchequer, it is only meet 
and proper that the local people who will he benefited should bear a 
share ot the cost 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state if this voluntary contribution is going to he such a 
voluntary contribution as was realised in the district of Tippera in 
connec tion with the construction ot the Anderson Khal? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of CoMambazar: 

I have no knowledge about the method of collection made on any 
* previous occasions in any other place. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state what arrangements have been made for raising local 
subscription and what process has been approved of by Government 
for realising or permitting realisation of such local contribution? 

Vh# Hon'Ma Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of OosatMhazar: 

We hale not prescribed any method to raise this contribution. It will 
detrend on the local officer and the circumstknpes of the case. 



wo 


Question. 


[ 18 th Hu., 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Are t*we ifb understand that ‘ the 
local officer is left entirely free to exercise his tfWn volition as to the 
method of collection, legal or extra legal? * 

4 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbazarl 

Sir, the answer is obvious. Government expect every officer to obey 
the law and not violate it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government is considering the desirability of laying 
down a definite direction or policy for raising the contribution. «*o that 
no hardship may be caused to the people? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

So far no complaint of any hardship has been brought to the notice of 
Government in similar cases and I do not think any case has been made 
out so far to take anv action by Government in that direction 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the different schemes which he had in mind 
when he said that so far no complaint of any hardship has been brought 
to the notice of Government in similar cases? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Any scheme which might have been taken up by Government on pre- 
vious occasions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
in connection with the Anderson Khal at Tipperah, there were numerous 
complaints and even cases in Courts were lodged against District Offi- 
cers concerned for alleged oppressive action on their part? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Yes, I came to know about it unofficially. Some cases, I believe, were 
started, but they were dismissed in the C'ourt of law and it was not 
proved that there was nn\ torture on the part of local officers 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the officer concerned was convicted in 
one of the cases? 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbaiar: 

I do not think so. My memory is not 90 sharp as t q remember sill those 
facts. 
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* Hr. DHIRENDHA HfiTH DATTA: Will the^Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased state whether the members of union boards or the local 
people wqpe consulted before the local contribution was determined P 

I 

The Hon’ble'Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NAMDY, of Oossimhtzart 

As far as I am aware, Government got some assurance that the amount 
which has been fixed as local contribution would be forthcoming. 
Whether there was any conference with the people of the locality or 
not, I cannot say definitely. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, my question has not been 
answered. My question was whether the members of the union boards 
and the local people were consulted before the local contribution was 
determined? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coaaimbazari 

I am not aware of that fact. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government have sanctioned this scheme 
in furtherance of the irrigation policy of the Government, and if so, what 
are the reasons for making the condition that the scheme will he work- 
ed out onl\ if local contribution is realised? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Gomimbazar: 

Sir, I may at once state for the information of the House that if the 
cost of the future irrigation schemes are not shared by the people who 
will be benefited, I think solution of the irrigation problems of the 
province will be a far cry. 

Adjournment motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, our 
party had given notice of an adjournment motion through Mr. Narendra 
Narayan Chakrabarty, a member of this party, and we have got th# 
consent of the Hon'ble Speaker to that. May we have the privilege of 
moving the same? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: But no arrangement has been made 
for it. 


ty.^llAUNAKiHA 8ANYAL: It is the party Whips who arrange 
it. 
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Hr. PErUI^MKAIC^R: There is nob fod)p?e88 # * .Whip in the 
House %ow. 


Dr. NAUHAI(8|A SANYAL: *fhe Deputy Whip came and told 

me to draw your attention to it. If you like, Sir, dre trill move the 
motion to-morrow. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, 1‘object to 

,hftt. Esther the motion will be taken up to-day or it will not be moved 
it all. 

Dr. NAIINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The permission of the Speaker 
las been obtained. If you want to postpone it till to-m6rrow I am 
piite prepared. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: You cannot do that. You muRt move, 
the motion either to-day or not at all. 

Dr. NALfNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 will hand over the motion 
to you. The motion relate* to a recent occurrence, viz., assault by the 
members of the police tone at rhittagong town committed on peace- 
ful mem hers of a procession on the ldth instant resulting in serious 
injuries. It is an important urgent matter and of recent occurrence 
and arising out of this there is no police case. The statement of facts 
ha$%een stated along with it and the object has been made clear and 
this tpotion is within tlie rules of the Assembly Rules and Orders. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will honourable members who are in 
favour of this motion being taken up please rise in their seats? 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, that will be only considered 
brhen there is an objection. 


The Hon’ble Khwaji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already objected 

to it. 

(Members rose in their seats and a count was taken.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: As the required number of Mftbera 

have not stood up leave is not granted. 
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DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

♦ 

u f — Lai^J Revenue”. 

’ r * 

Hit HofiHle Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs Sir, on the 
recommendation of, His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that’* 
a sum of Rs. 28,08.000 be granted for expenditure under ^the Ifead 
“7 — Land Revenue”. 

I do not like to tire the patience of the House with a detailed 
review of the demands made under the different heads of the budget. 
An analysis of the provisions both under the receipt und the expendi- 
ture side of the budget is already contained in the Red Book, and it 
hardly needs supplementing. 1 therefore propose on this Occasion to 
dwell only upon the various administrative problems, vitally affecting 
the interests of the actual cultivators of the soil, which have already 
received or are still engaging the careful consideration of Govern- 
ment : — 


/. — He visional Settlement Operations. 

(a) The Provincial Programme of preparation of reeord-of-rights 
which was initiated 35 years ago is in its concluding stage. 

(b) The records havpjittle value after the lapse of 20 to 22 years 

and High Court is of opinion that those which are 25 years dJLd are 
useless for proving anything in courts. ^ 

(r) The previous Government decided to take up revisional settle- 
ments in 1936 but this was deferred by new Gnvei|j*nent to finance 
other projects of more pressing nature. 

• 

( t /) Bihar in which conditions are similar uset^to maintain their 
records by revisional operations but abandoned this only in 1934. But 
that province now propose to start revisional operations. In the other 
provinces the tenancy system is different but most of them have their 1 
own methods of keeping the records up to date. 

(e) It is proposed to take up revisional settlements in Bakarganj 
and Faridpur of which the records are over 25 years old. 

• • 

(/) It is hoped that landlords and tenants will not have to pay 
more t£an 13 as. 6 p. per acre which compares favourably with the 
rates varying from* 13 annas to Rs. 2-8 as. hitherto recovered from 
them. 

U* 
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IL-r-Mr. Stuart’ s Report. * 


[18th Mae., 


Mr. Stuart’s report of the administration of the Khas Mahal 
Department was carefully examined by the Board of Revenue and the 
Revenue Department and many of these recommendations were given* 
effect to, while others could not be accepted on administrative and 
othjr grounds. Some of the main recommendations accepted by the 
department were — 

XI) New chars should not be settled unless they become jit for 
cultivation and unless l>edR of khals and sites are reserved for drainage 
purposes. Embankments in future are to be constructed with the 
previous consent of the Irrigation Department. These are some of the 
grievance^ which were brought to the notice of the Special Officer in 
Noakhali, Bakarganj and Sunderban areas. 

(2) Holdings should not ordinarily be less than 5 acres in size and 
where any holding i^found to In* less in area, in settling lands of 
contiguous holdings, preference is to be given to the holder of the 
former. 

(3) In areas partially affected by diluvion where the Land Revenue 
Settlement is in operation reduction of rent may be allowed on applica- 
tion owing to the reduction of the fertility of the soil. In areas where 
lands become unfit for cultivation after settlement owing to circums- 
tances beyond the control of the Khas Mahal Department and of the 
tenants, tenants are allowed to make temporary surrender of their 
tenancies so deteriorated with option for revival of the right to pay 

wjpt. 

(4) Tahsildars are allowed to make collection amicably and to 
abstain from haying recourse to coercive, measures as far as possible. 

Hitherto improvement schemes in Crown Estates have been mostly 
disjointed. There was no comprehensive scheme or co-ordinated 
method for improvement of Khas Mahals. Government have decided 
that they should prepare programme of improvement works to be com- 
pleted within a period of five years and with a view to help Govern- 
ment in the preparation of the programme, a Special Officer was 
appointed to draw up schemes on local inspection. 

Certificate procedure for the realisation of agricultural rents was 
suspended in 1345 B.S. for 2 years so far as Government and Court of 
Wards estates were concerned. This necessitated the appointment of 
a large staff for door to door collection and rent suits numbering about 
8,000 had to be filed up to the last tamadi day (17th April* 1989). 
Tenants in some areas having realised that civil suite are more costly. 
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opinion for the rcinlroduftion of the certificate procedure isjfaily 
gaining ground. At their request it has been reintroduced in Contai 
Khas Mahals. 

I may mention here that I myself visited Contai and discussed the 
question with some of the Khas Mahal tenants and they urged the 
reintroduetion of certificate procedure instead of the institution of 
civil suits for realisation of rent. Accordingly Government decided 
to comply with the request of the tenants in the particular area. 

Under the provisions of section 11 of Act VII of 1808 A.l). the Sale 
Law*, i.e., Act XI of 1 8-">9 is applicable to t lie Khas Mahal dotes in 
Jalpaiguri. After the suspension of the certificate procedure in Khaa 
Mahals lecourse had to Ik* taken to the Sale Law for realisation of 
arrear rents in the Jnlpatgun Khas Mahals. As the jotcd/lrs prefer- 
red the certificate procedure to the application of the Sale Law Govern- 
ment accordingly reintroduced t lie procedure in them* Khas Mahals. 

1 11 . — Fisheries. 

The attention of Government was drawn to the unsatisfactory condi- 
tions prevailing in regard to fisheries and Government accordingly 
appointed a Special Officer in November, 1938, to examine the 
problems relating to fisheries in Bengal. The terms of reference were — 

(a) To prepare rccord-of-rights of a number of main river fisheries 
in the Presidency and Dacca Divisions embracing all kinds and grades 
of fishery interests and illustrating all revenue problems that are 
likely to present themselves. 

( h ) To investigate the possibilities of State control of fisheries with 
reference to the rights of landlords under the Permanent Settlement 
and those of the lessees or fishermen. 

(r) T® examine whether it is possible tp confer occupancy rights on 
fishermen on the analogy of those rights enjoyed by tenants in land 
under the Bengal Tenancy Act, and if so, how far. 

The officer submitted his final report in December, 1939. 

The question of fishery rights is a very complicated one and involves 
many revenue as we$*as economic problems. Unlike the tenancy law 
there is no statutory' provision detailing the rights and obligations of 
the various interests. Conditions are different in different local areas 
and various local systems have grown up. Fishermen are mostly poor 
and unorganised. A sudden change in the system may throw them 
at the mercy pf people from whom it is intended to protect them. The 
rights and interests *of various middle men who have an important 
place in the existing organisation have also te be considered. The 
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problems are mostly novel in nature and caVnot "be solved without oare- 
ful Consideration. The Board of Revenue has therefore been directed 
to have the report printed and to examine the suggestions in the first 
instance. 

IV. — Jjmd Alienation. 

The question of controlling alienation of land by agriculturists to 
non-agriculturists has been brought liefcrrl this House on several occa- 
sions during the last two years and it has been urged by several mem- 
bers of the House (hat Government’ should at once direct their atten- 
tion to this problem so as to prevent further land passing from the 
agriculturists to non-agriculturists. Government, 1 may mention, have 
seriously taken up the question and huve collected statistics of aliena- 
tion during the last 12 years so os to properly appreciate the problem. 
The area that has been enquired into is 8o,470*04 acres in the several 
districts in Bengal. The area actually transferred during the last 12 
years is o923 *3o acre, i.e., only 7 per rent, of the total area enquired 
into. Of this area 38 per cent, is cultivated by the family of the 
purchasers, ill ‘7 i>er cent, by bar gad art and V7 per cent, by labourers 
and 24*6 per cent. b\ under-tenants. Thus of the total area only 7 
per cent, of the land has passed hands and of this 7 per cent. 56*3 per 
cent, or just over A may have passed to non-agriculturists so that the 
utmost 34 per cent, of the land in the last 12 years has passed to non- 
agriculturists. But the actual amount is still less as it does not follow 
that a person who cultivates through bargadar or under-tenant is a non- 
agriculturist ; he may be an agriculturist who has already got as much 
land as he can supervise personally. In this connection I may inform 
the House that with a view to make a comparative study of the prob- 
lem and the remedy 1 myself anted the Punjab and studied the work- 
ing of the Punjab Land Alienation Act and collected large number of 
statistics which may be useful for the purpose of legislation if it is 
decided to introduce such a measure in Bengal. The matter is being 
carefully worked out in the** Revenue Department and I hope to place 
more facts with the views ot Government Indore the House in its next 
session. 

The agrarian policy of Government has been to improve the status 
and position of raiyats by conferring larger rights on them through 
amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act and by ^ering them facilities 
lor payment of debts in instalments and by scaling down the total 
amount of dues by the operation of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
Act. Government have also tried to secure better price of jute for 
the agriculturists by issuing instructions to them with a view t<^ pre- 
venting them from rushing to the market with their produce when the 
price was still low. By the amendment of the 'Bengal Tenancy Act 
and through executive instructions Government have also attempted, 
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sirfce they came into office, to check realisation of all illegal exactions 
from tenants. During the time of distress Government advanced large 
amounts as agricultural loan and gratuitous relief in order to help the 
.agriculturists to tide over periods of scarcity and distress and to 
undertake agricultural opertaions so that they might get full benefit 
of the next harvest. The amount advanced during the last two years 
by way of agricultural loan and gratuitous relief are Rs. 90,54,592 and 
Rs. 4,87,112, respectively, ft is, however, rather difficult to deny that 
the operation of the Agricultural Debtors Act and the general economic 
distress were very important factors in the shrinkage of rural credit, 
hut Government did their best to meet the situation ns far as possible 
by advancing loan directly to agriculturists and also by helping the 
Central Co-operative Hanks to distribute loan through the village 
societies. I am glad to observe that by these means Government have 
succeeded in counteracting rather successfully the communist agitation 
and the creation of a no-rent mentality which last year and the year 
before assumed a threatening proportion and seriously affected collec- 
tions in the Government khas mahals and also in private estate. I 
regret to observe that persons bidding responsible positions in life have 
been trying to exploit the simple cultivators by preaching communistic 
doctrines and creating a mentality of class warfare and class-hatred. 
The ex-detenus have taken a prominent part in this sort of subversive 
movement. These agents ot communism and exponents of class warfare 
did not fail to exploit any situation but in most of the cases their 
attempts to set one class against another or to mislead the tenantry 
have completely failed. These arc unmistakable proofs of the peace- 
loving nature, of honesty and eommonsense, of the Bengal peasantry. 
I am glad that the position this year is infinitely better than last year 
and year before and I do hope t batons people get accustomed to the 
new order of things to political power which the Government of India 
Act of 19ih> has conferred on the masses and as they realise gradually 
their responsibility which is concommifanl with the power they have 
received the agrarian situation will gradually settle down. In this 
connection I may refer to the clash of interests that is taking place 
between the jotedars and the adhtars in different parts of North Bengal 
specially in the districts of Dinajpur and Jalpaiguri and in certain 
parts of 24-Pargantts over the [Motion of paddy which an (uHiuir hat 
to pay to a jotedar apd ttoe rate of interest that is payable by an adhiar 
on the advance of grams for seed and food. The itdhiar % have got 
their genuine grievances on account of the realisation of such charges 
by the jotedars as payment for jotedari chowkidar, conveyance charges 
for^paddy, charges for the construction of threshing floor, weighntan's 
.charge, etc. In the Thakurgaon Subdivision in Dinajpur and in the 
Debig A 3 Circle oWaipaiguri, the clash between the two classes took 
a rpther serious turn but the local officers we^e able to bring about a 
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compromise satisfactory to both parties.* In 1 order to control the 
situation and to make a settlement possible it was however necessary 
for the local officers to check the activities of persons who were anxious 
to exploit the situation for augmenting their own political influence 
and strengthening their position as communist leaders; well-known 
labour agitators and communist propagandists have taken part in the 
movement and have rendered the situation more difficult and complicat- 
ed than it would otherwise have been, making the task of the local 
officials more difficult. Government hope, however, that the situation 
is well under control and a satisfactory solution of the problem will 
be soon arrived at. 

Before l conclude 1 ought to mention that the Land Revenue 
Commission expect to complete its labour b\ the end of the current 
month. Government’s idea is to take tfp examination of the recom- 
mendations >f the Commission as soon as they an* available and to 
formulate their policy to give effect to the recommendations at an 
early date, it is difficult ut this stage to anticipate exactly what time 
would In* required to finish the examination of the Report, hut I hope 
it would bo by the monsoon session of the Ijo^lsluturo. 

Mr. ABU H08SAIN SARKAR: Sir, 1 he* to move that the 
demand of Its. 28,08,(10(1 under the head “7— Land Revenue" be 
reduced by Rs. 101). 

Sir, 1 move this cut motion only to create an oportunity to show 
my appreciation of the assurance which the Hon’hle the Revenue 
Minister has practically given us in moving l>is grant that he will not 
take recourse to the certificate procedure for collection of rents; on the 
other hand he will ask the authorities concerned to file rent suits 
instead. With regard to the sitWivision of Contui, I have nothing to 
add, hut with regard to the position tuken up by the Revenue Minister 
relating to Jalpaiguri. 1 very humbly suggest to him to reconsider the 
matter, because very recently I bud a discussion with somj; of the 
members of this Assembly representing the district of Jalpaiguri who 
gave me to understand that a considerable section of the tenants is not 
in favour of the certificate procedure and so I humbly request the 
Hon hie Minister to suspend the certificate procedure for collection of 
rent in that area. In this connection I beg to remind the Hon’hle 
Minister that in the Red Hook of the Budget* atyrage bo it has been 
stated that decrease under "Management of Government Estates” is 
due to the absence of provision lor the special measures referred to above, 
and these -special measures have been described as suing the tenant* 
for arrear rent in civil courts during the period of suspension of cer- 
tificate procedure. So I submit that the Hon'ble the Revepue Minister . 
be pleased to issue a circular as soon as possible w> that the list sus- 
pension order which will end on the 31st March next may be renewed 
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again from the 1st of April of the current year. Sir, I have other 

points to state in the House, but I need not refer to them now in view of 
the assurance given by the Hon’ble Minister; but T would only submit 
and appeal to him that the revival of the certificate procedure which 
was contemplated in the Red Book should be stopped, as I submitted, 
immediately and a circular be issued within the current month to that 
effect. There is another thing, Sir, to which I must draw the Hon’ble 
Minister’s attention, and is this that the programme of Government 
was not the suspension of the certificate procedure by executive order 
alone, but they are pledged to amend the Public Demands Recovery 
Act especially to mitigate the rigours of the certificate procedure. 
But, Sir, up to this time Government have not taken up legislation 
on that point. They onh suspended the operation of the Act for 
two years by an executive orSer, and they are going to do so again — 
if I have understood the assurance of the Hon’ble Minister aright — 
bv executive order. So it is expected that before the term of this 
Mi nistry comes to an end the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister will bring 
ip a proper Bill so that even after the dissolution of the present Assem- 
bly the tenants mav not be put to difficulty any more. With these 
words. Sir, I move n\\ cut motion— as 1 submitted — onl\ to show my 
appreciation of the assurance so kindh uiven b\ the Revenue Minister. 


Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 28,08,000 under the head “7 — Land Revenue”, be reduced hv 
Rs. 100. 
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Mr. CIA8UDDIN AHMAD: Mr. l)eput\ Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the demand of Ks. 28,08,000 under tbe head “7 — Lund 
Revenue” be reduced b\ Ks. 100. 
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Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, I lie*’’ to move that the 

demand of Kh. 28,08,000 under the head “7 — Land Revenue” be 
reduced by Kh. 100. 

Sir, 1 would point out to this House a very serious divergence 
between the figure for cess-receipts as tfiven in the original budget of 
the current year and the figure for cess-receipts in the revised budget 
of the current year. It appears that in the original budget the figure 
for “Rates and cesses on lands” on the receipt side wuis $s. 07 lakhs 
whereas the figure in the revised estimate is only Its. 4o lakhs. This 
figure represents the public works cess receipts which were previously 
paid direct to the local bodies, but under the Government of India 
(Adaptation I Order, 10‘17, these are now paid to the local bodies in the 
form of grants. * 

Sir, I find in the Red Rook an attempt to explain this divergence. 
It is said that this divergence is due to over-estimation in the original 
provision. Sir, I cannot accept this explanation us the real reason. 
Government has correct and reliable figures from which this total may 
t>e determined. The cess valuation rolls whitii are prepared at the 
time of every re-valuation, contain all relevant figures, and it is only 
a question of totalling up these figures in the cess valuation rolls. 

Sir, the* District Collectors, who have affrays collected this cess for 
the local bodies, supply to the local bodies every year the amount «of 
cess likely to be collected during the year. These figures are not new 
to the Government Rir, I can never believe theft the Government 
officers have now 111 tfowe wrong 
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• The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY* PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may I know 

to which page the honourable member is referring? 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: l am referring to page 17 of the 
Red Book. 

Sir, 1 can never believe that the Government officers who know 
those figures and who supph those figures to the local bodies every 
year have now all on a sudden gone wrong. I think that the real reason 
is not over-estimation. Gut it is gross negligence on the part of Govern- 
ment officeis in not <lul\ realising the cesses as the\ fall due. I have 
got the figures which were supplied by the Government officers to the 
Howrah district board during the last few \ears and I shall compare 
those figures with the actual collection made l>\ the Government 
officers:-- * 


Year. 

Estimate furnished by the 
Collector with regard to 
probable cess collection. 

Actual collection 

Cess. 

Interest. 

(’ess. 

Interest. 


Rs 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Ra. 

1936-37 

1.63,020 

i 

5,200 

1 ,43,263 

3,951 

1937-38 

1,(54,346 

5,236 

1,43,524 

3,278 

1^38-39 

1,65,403 

5,337 

1,27,671 

2,855 


Sir, Government does not possibly know througli what great finan- 
cial stringency the district boards had to pass on account of this 
negligence on the part of Government officers in not realizing the total 
amount of cess that fell due. As a result of this negligence — I cannot 
help calling it criminal negligence — the administration and activities 
of the local bodies have on many occasions been paralysed. 

Sir, if you compare these figures with the figures for Land Revenue 
and other receipts, you will find that the collection in the case of the 
latter is very regular and there are very small arrears. On the figures 
•which I. have just placed before the House, it i u clear that h$avy arrears 
are due in the case of rates and cesses on lands and the district boards 
being deprived of all those amounts which are in arrears have not been 
able to utilise them in the discharge of their duties and responsibilities. 
I cannot but characterise this as step-motherly treatment of local bodies 
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by the Government, anti I would earnestly appeal to the Hon’fcle 
Minister to look into this matter very carefully and to direct the officers 
to be prompt, regular, sincere and earnest about the collection of the 
cess and the rates. 

There is another matter, Sir, which creates difficulties for the dis- 
trict board and w'hich I would point out to this House. Previously the 
the Public Works cess used to be credited to the district fund in the 
month in which it was realised, but from the year 1938-39 it is credited 
to t tie district fund in the month next to that in w'hich it is realised. 
This, Sir, is a source of great handicap to the district board. At all 
events 1 appeal to the Hon'hle Minister to permit the district board to 
overdraw at the end of March to the extent to which t lie cess is collected 
in March, when the district board has to meet various liabilities. A 
very simple adjustment may be made in April next year. The district 
hoards have to face various claims or demand* at the end of the year 
in March and if the district hoard cannot utilise in March the cess that 
is collected in that month, the administration of the district hoard will 
he brought to a standstill. 

I may mention that we in the Howrah district hoard have made a 
representation to the Government to permit us to overdraw' at the end 
of March to the extent to which the cess is collected in March. We 
have not heard anything as \el from Government and I hope that the 
JHon'hle Minister will see our difficulties and puss an early order. 

Then the third matter to which 1 wish also to refer is the question 
of the outside cess, I mean cess which comes from outside the district. 
Here Government have made the rule that the outside cess is credited 
to the treasun of the district in the second month, i.e., the month 
next to that in which it is realised outside t lie district, and it is 
credited to the district fund in the third mouth, i.e., the month next 
to that in which it is credited to the treasury of the district, so that 
the district boards have to wait for two months or more before they 
can utilise the money which had already been realised outside the dis- 
trict. I submit, Sir, that in this mutter as well I would appeal to the 
Hon'hle Minister to come to the rescue of the district hoard, and to 
direct that the outside cess l>e credited to the district fund in the month 
next to that in which the cess is collected outside the district. 


Sir, 1 have brought this cut motion more from the point of view of 
bringiug before the House uml also before the Hon'hle Minister the 
difficulties which, the district hoard has to face in its administration 
and activities, with a view’ to their early sedition. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 28,08,000 for expenditure under the head “T-^-Land 
Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100. « 
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’ Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Which motion you are moving? 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: I am moving No. 18 on behalf 
of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 

Sir, I want to draw the attention of the Hon’hle Minister about the 
realisation of loans. Let us first remember under what circumstances 
and conditions the loan was advanced to agriculturists. When the 
agriculturists have no other alternative to get loans from any other 
source, the Government were rather compelled to advance loan at a 
very nominal rate of interest. Now the agriculturists do not want to 
take loan from Government or from co-operative societies. They pre- 
fer the village mahajans and sometimes Knbuiiwallus to Government 
because they know that village mahajans or Kabuli wallas will give 
extension of time if interest is paid, but these Government officers 
when t liey go to realise these loans do not hesitate to realise them by 
a in means whatsoever because they are to satisfy their Hurra Sahibs 
in the district headquarters. The agriculturists are so frightened of 
•Government money that t hey are sometimes compelled to sell their 
bullocks and ploughs and even they sell their utensils to pay Govern- 
ment loan. Though members decided in their respective divisional con- 
ference that loans should be advanced to the agriculturists by batches 
of three at the minimum, as a matter of fact agriculturists were ad- 
vanced loan by batches of o to 18-20. I know of cases in my districts 
i.e., Hhutinidiara loans were not advanced at any time to batches leas 
than 18 to 20. Now\ when the officers come to that place they realise 
mone\ from one man, and they do not bother for the rest of the eom- 
jjmnj . They realise the money from one man and that one man com- 
pels the others to pay their share of the loan even by selling their 
bullocks, their ploughs or seeds or anything they havfc got in their 
store. 

W^can quite appreciate that loan is after all a loan and it must be 
repaid ami Government must get back the loan. Hut Government 
should realise under what circumstances the legislators passed the 
Money Lenders Hill and under what circumstances Government extend- 
ed the scope of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act. We quite realise 
that Government must get back their money but Government should 
see that the money is repaid out of the surplus crop. Government 
should also see that no zuluvi or illegal tactics are used for the realisa- 
tion of the loan. The ordinary agriculturists do not know' how to read 
and write and take theii^^bioney by giving thumb impression. When 
tjie officers go for realising the loan and when their prayer for time is 
refused they do not hesitate to sell anything they possess. If the 
Hon’ble Minister issues instructions to the District Officers that the 
officer who goes out for collecting the loan should see that the loan is 
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repaid out of the surplus crop, I think tha! will* allay to a very great 
extent the fear which generally exists in the minds of the agriculturists 
with regard to Government moue> . Government will certainly get 
hack their money, hut what I suggest is that extension of time should 
be granted in some cases. Those who can afford to pay 
will unhesitatingly pay hack. After all the agricultural loans 
are generally advanced only to the extent of two or three rupees 
and unlike loans which are granted to notabilities. Government should 
also remember that loans of Ks. '>0.000 or one lakh are grantecf to 
notabilities and they are granted long instalments and are given several 
years to repay the amount. But the poor agriculturists take loans at 
the time when they are fighting wilt! death and, although they take 
the amount with a view to purchasing seeds, actually fifty per cent, 
of the loan is used for their bread. 

1 hope Government will consider these things. The\ should not 
think that this small amount of Rs. 2 or Rs. 0 should he repaid imme- 
diately. What is Rs. 2 lakhs for notabilities and zamindars is Its. 2 
or Rs. 3 for a poor agriculturist who has got no surplus to pay from 
unless he get8 good crops. If he gels three good crops consecutively, 
he will then he in a position to repay his loan. If we legislators thought 
it fit that the condition of the debtors was so had that a Money Lenders 
Bill should he introduced and passed into an Act, then we should also 
feel that if village mahajans are asked to get hack theif money by 
instalments — it is from villages that most of us legislators come — tien 
Government as money lenders also should not be more taxing than the 
village mahajans and Kabuli wallas. (Cries of “Hear, hear” from the 
Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. K8HETRA HATH 8INCHA: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 28,08,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land 
Revenue” be reduced by Its. 100. 

Sir, the question of providing services to the Scheduled Castes 
according to t heir population under the Court of Wards estates is an 
old theme on which we have been grumbling and trumpeting and 
trumpeting and showing to the world that our grievances are not being 
redressed by the Government. Sir, many times question has been put 
in the House by the Scheduled Castes members and also by our 
Muslim friends, enquiring as to what percentage and how many posts 
in different services have been given to the Scheduled Castes. But 
to our utter disappointment we find that we are only crying in the 
wilderness, for no justice has yet been met^l out to us, nor has even 
any statement been made to this effect. We know, Sir, that at the 
beginning of the new reforms the Hon’ble the Chief Minister was 
willing to do something for our Scheduled Gaste community. 
And according to tha t intention and sympathy of his the 
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ratio question was settled great difficulty and trouble. But, Sir, 
though the ratio question is settled and the new constitution is work- 
ing for full three three years, we are not getting even the smallest 
justice from the Government. Sir, we know that the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister is very sympathetic and has a good heart for the helpless, but 
I would like to ask the Chief Minister who is here, one question, vis., 
what has he done for these neglected millions during the three years’ 
working of this constitution? I can say. Sir, that we have got nothing 
excepting only the fixation of ratio. We have not got any justice 
anywhere else. The other day the question was put before this 
Asembly, and every member is aware what answer we got from the 
Government. In the last B.(\S*t examination out of ten Scheduled 
Caste candidates only four were recommended, and out of these four, 
only three were appointed. 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: May I rise on a 
point of order, Sir? I think t he honourable member should confine 
himself to the cut motion before the House and should not speak 
generally. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: He is making a relevant 

reference. lie will come to the cut motion later. 

* 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Shall I wait till 
Doomsday ? 

— Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : Y es, if necessary, unless stopped 
by the Chair. (Laughter.) 

*6 

Mr. K8HETRA HATH 8INCHA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, Mr. 
Speaker%aid the other da\ that in connection with cut motions general 
questions can l»e discussed. 

Sir, in these three years’ working we have got only — 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think, general questions can be 
discussed for certain purpose. But you must be relevant. 

Mr. K8HETRA NATH^INHA: Sir, 1 would like to cite one or 
twp instances as to how injustice is being done to us everywhere. 

' Sir # with regard to the appointment of school teachers, I may say 
. that in Mymensingh 4,092 Muslim teachers were appointed. 
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Tbt Hon’bls 8»r BUOY PRASAD SIHCH ROY: Sir, I am afraid, 

the Court of Wards do not appoint school teachers. 

Mr. K8HETRA MATH 8INCHA: Sir, when the Hon’ble Minister 
is too much tired of hearing this, 1 am not going to deal with this 
matter. But I would lay another very serious matter before the 
Hon'ble Minister which is the concern of his own department. Sir, I 
shall give a concrete instance. There are in the whole province 135 
Court of W T ards estates. Out of that 135 only 13 or 14 are in. the 
district of Rangpur, and the biggest zamindars are under the Court of 
WardB. What is the result, Sir? We in Rangpur district — Muslims 
and Scheduled Castes — are all tenants of zamindars. But I am not 
going to speak about my strong Muslim brothers. I am going to 
apeak about my own community. In Rangpur district our community 
is the biggest. But what justice is meted out to us? No service is 
given to us under the Court of Wards estates to which we are paying 
our own coins? We are not getting any justice from the Court of 
Wards. What is the reason? Government will say 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKERtH)rder, order. There is too much 
noise in the House. 

Mr, K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA. that they have nothing 

to do with the appointments under the Court of Wards, that w the 
answer of the Hon’ble Minister, may I ask why should these estates 
be under the Court of Wards, and the owners thereof get allowances 
and expenses from the public revenue? Let these estates be released 
all at once, if they are not going to abide by the decision of the Govern- 
ment. 1 challenge the Hon’ble Minister, can he say that a single 
appointment has been given to the Scheduled Castes in any of the 135 
Court of Wards estates? We have tried and tried to remedy this state 
of things, we have approached the district authorities, we have 
approached everybody concerned, but what is the result? We have 
only cried in the wilderness. No justice has been, nor is going to be, 
done to us. Although the Hon’ble Chief Minister has our interest in 
his heart and is very much sympathetic towards us, I may say that he 
has practically done nothing to remedy this grievance of ours. May 
I ask the Hon’ble Chief Minister and the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of this department, what justice is going to be done to this community ? 
If the Hon’ble Chief Minister is really willing to do something for us, 
he must be bold enough, he must have the boldness of spirit to do 
justice to this community, and he must look to us with greater 
interest « 

(At this stage the member having reached the* time-limit resumed 
his seat.) * 
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* tb>. SHAH 8YED COfeAM SARWAR HOSSAINIt Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir : at afroTO* tot to wmw tfaro mm totot 
mm awitwft i Sir, ** 80 - 8 * tt *r>& mm to mm mm a a* 
land revenue head ac$ voted ® charged Rrt> ^fe.trfe.ooo tor frRFTf m 
mm TO afalTPFn at 5R ®R &TTR JRast, pay of officers, 

pay of establishment, allowances of officers, contingencies, management, 
mismanagement JTTRt *t!T STtRl ** 8 o- 8 * tt a? aro Budget 
0 *-T***&!« ntyti ® mis* 0 ch , G ana 

aRaroff'SR tot? to <<r v K $T$?r *hiThc®cs.^ i ^sK'ch'C ana 

fas-TOrt a^ ^T<co *tic$w Jtrti nfai *wn*tem tHt*m art, ur- 

tor™ ^ %m 5rt tot£ mm. totto me* anr tost Uwtiut 

«nro wffi w'tfxi awTOra jjtottc* $fa-TOR mtxtt to* 

awn *fa?nm atro mu\ fro to* toitr 

RRT tTO «TRT? 5t WX C5 n^5 ilTOljRTfS ?TO<1 I.C.S. 35R RjST =0" 

?tR a* totrrto afoWt? m *tTto catnVe Irmr ® «in- 

©tT'a* ftt© arfiTO "TT 1 

Sir, at a^t to, jfa mim&sm *f*. TOacfr* jr?R 

frrert at am 5T^-5Tm afim RRTt Sro - stu ^ri®k< TO ff Ha 

*ttf 5 n 44 l*“l orU;«i TO CtTTtT ® I CTOR CRS^*^ S WR T R 4 I mf*t* *TOR 
Snt Millionecr, Banker, SfnR, W3R. TOaif*. qnffl «S R , $f*S, CTOR, 
'STfT^, a^j w C3 c r^ an f* r?k wfcTO?* errfaf 4 * «rtot « arRnrcT 

a*vVe!t4 fa®*? toi rat fr* 1 srfwras a nrem# Witbw «r, to, tron 
a mi*to“U 5 tw afare tfamci i <rr^ 5 rr as*rc<* arr©tt> «r<Js'< ® qRnmn 

f*RTt m ^tTTORl RRT-SRTTtfR *m « tfltTO CTOR W gfRIT 

tRffRfR I 


2 t^f «n*RC* TO 5 TOl«IC< ntCRTlR ^RfT TOTOR 1 a«R 8 * OifiTORn *RT 
5 W 5 RJ 0 TO 5 ^R C^TTTO *f*COT I TO® TO TOR ^TOCt I C R R i niill CSfTO 
ORTO, TOTW, TOR^, RTfTTO, ® TORW TOR Mw SKU ff fi RR f lt 

a*R® TOT, TOT, CVtTO TO®TO TOR *fTOR | 

i 

Sir, at m mm erfR? $</*«! -*tf* TOfiR ntwen ^FtRir fmrut 

SR^«fTT ^fR-JTO f®IR «(TO nf^TTRI f R ^*gHUR< TO TOfW n tlHKn 
*falT TOTO ® TO TOfW nfSRTm ^tRSTT*^ f®IR TORT fffvmc« StfKl* rate 
«PCTOl TORT fTO (t*T TOT TO«) 5t?T nf$ITC*l nfgTO flTOt TORT- 
TOl-TORR TOI «fJRR ^tTO ^t?IT TORTR ?UlTO l TOTtVT 

yywt , fanc raai fw tor a to^t fan-ro tot^ tor wto ftwro» firo 
| fe ir t f^utl awn $c*t 9t«5t ftRi ^TO r nci tort a<\ tnrr 
TOrtf IR ttUl land revenue report at afo TOXT ffltw Rlttt 

fr anr fTOR g TOn f¥? mtm mf*\ mtnmrix to* 

at tfawfa Cwiro an mr aro tiro am tort ca fro i 

« m * * 
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* Sir, WfR ST^RT? CRTTR *bRR RTW? b *T*CRI ® ** *T*CR? RJIHCTOt ^RTR 
*t*r totocr? afa Rg nWR ww^n *f?cafRi a* *r*Rfl> i*wfRl « 
«n*RRR[CR? RiRraRi cto b «w*cr? to 4 , b ^t*cr? *RaT-sr*a 5 cfroronr 
«rf?R era^FTO tort tot? rt * 1 V.«i *b*R nu*t« b ^t*r arc^anfi ara^f *n«uH 
iRcr eia^wc?? ®(f*R frot rt®rt a$fa RR*a fic?R>?$ ?fRa r*?t afwiu? 
to rrr$¥ r?i ,rrtr srerr rr^rtrt inn Sir tor *rcr b t ^ ^ hicw swIr 
srarr-? 7 R tort tor ffwr «rnwi fro ot^rt? afawww tort rwI cron 

C*lR *RC«i SrfRRT? ® TO^PTO a^Mii R*?T £? SWT? b 5TT*TR? f ?!*?( SRRTfRRW 

n</MT*a vfm area *Rrca swptr tort f^nrr© Wrw r? i ?tcr? «totcr? srt 

•(TRW •nf’aCSTR afTO 5? I ** TOST? b «TT*CR? afe TOT HTCTOR R®?T 3CTORI 

art? «R3i?1 tostWI? caTs^-f TOfa tort tortc? rTrtr *r?t *nwt 
•("Imt ck? a? & h^iTb? s&kh< ® spr?^ i cmRc'R'J ^ •> *^i*r® rtcrtr-t r®?t 
5 CRRR 1 

Sir, ®nt? towst tow 1 *i 8 ffr <f*tt *f*m 4 >tcaf* i to?to R*ca a^a- 

6T?1 5tfR mtCOT RT l ^-5TW sfa<l>t"M® $fR nT*CaCR RTl $fR RT*CaCR OTTOT 

rtrtcr? srfR? to? rt*i anrr?nt tot-wTto «nwrca? BffR to ffacact totcs 

t(RR ’TORT ® CRSTTR*!? 5T? ®TaT*a 1 C?-®Tr?llR $>~9H£ a *af?a^ ff f Bit? a* ®P5TTf*W 
TORT ® CTORlUS ?CRTTO 5T*?T WTR 5TR1 !^TTO ff?Ca RTt?C? RT. C? VtF5 
CTOTRl &WR e TORT STR RT 5? I TORRTCST? TOVr?lR? ?T?RTl? WR TORTOSl 
fRf'-aBcr? to"! c?r Scafaa ® rt r? a?^ aTRT?r c?r B*fR rt?, ® SIr^cr? 

RT?T? STCTfra RT 5? CRfRW ®nt? WfCRC*G< TOV'T TOrotf I 

Sir, TORTO BitR? TORT TO RtCRI CTOTR*t S^lt?l fRCat* RC*?> 

(5RRTRT? fW-SWT 5TfR nTtW® CTORR^ aTt?C? RT I RTRTTOl WTO TO- 

rto srfR sups ^waro'T mtcro rt i to. wtro. (JtR 4 ^ afR nrtw» i 
r;rt?tr, arVhji. ?iR*(fc. RTtw, RRla a^fa totrrtt rrI TOra i al rtrtr^st? 

RR^-TORT ClfRRTRtRR hH, R^TI. ?RTT fRl? ?P 5 ?FC^ ^TR ® Bilfwr ■ fRRT^TR 

aC? TOT ?I 75 T? SWTR ^?l SH’TO? I RT CRtRTST ?^T ?T? *^T 1 <R[Tr R^RTRR RTRT? 
afro n^crrolRm RRl-fwa stcr? ^rrcrrS^ crTr?t? r^rtr artirffi 
STTCR? TOT? CRTW? fRRTORT CRfR?TlTl CTO, CRC?. fRC? RT^I-RS?? eifTT? 
fa aXTTOTS * - lfRfTfRR/R f f«TO t ^TOv? RCRT RTOt BftR? BiCRT RITOTO 
R 7 C R?TO 5 ft??T® RTR^FTR Rt?TCR I WR WR nR?TCR ?C& TORT fTO RT 
TOR * TO? TO* fRRTR R*?T fRITCR I RnfR R 5 R^ STfR WW TO ^06 ^ 
Rica a* RRl-aTTO r^rrr anilRW frot? ® towr g r tfroro fR^ fRc g rcR ? 

fTO«Rl>R « TO?RT? fRT R/C VT! 5TRT*?TS CRR RRTR^fa TO RT* I “RRTRT 
RRTtR CRfRW 5R RTR? ll?l RT?”, SRlfR’a? RTRRRTR f^R^TOt^RR RRTRTRT RHTC$? 
R7RSRR ?Cf? W RTO RHTTfr? 5RfTO 5 t?T 5RT*?T fRR SCRTO ® RT R T \?1 «nRTC?l* 
C5^T ff??TCRl Sir, RRTRTRT RHTti>? VTJSTT «RT?SR R^R fRf-OT « RR^’fRRT 
R^f SWTtRTO TO ff??R WTR CFRTT TOR RT* l R?R SCTOT ® SRR^fR* ft?f ICRR l 
a?R® CR* R"ffa? RW^TR R1 RT l Sir, fTtR fT*RT? CRTCR RRR^I 3PCR RJfl^RCRlHI 

RfRR^l y gft RC R m?? Kfr TOR 4 *! fticaffl 
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• jraiT^tt Wntro rtrac* i fart* ffair <n*roro j rrf5 4 

fiKVCfci $n?t 8if(HV»*5 *fair asnro !>4W c*f«rant «w*i 8?f® fro 
?tn a* >uf 5 1 >c» t?-g*frg *?r? anrnsR *t*r «tfprcii wrf* *rari turc* 
HWflHCW W***l *f wsfi \ 


Hr. AULAD H08SAIN KHAN: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 rise 
to congratulate the Government ami the ilun'ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department for all they have done, particularly with 
regard to the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act. But I may 
tell them in this connec tion that all that has been done is mot suffi- 
cient. Many more things are still to he done. To-day 1 will point 
out only a lew important points; <1) Transfers before the amend- 
ment ot the Bengal Te>nane\ Art in 1!!28 arc not recognised by the 
landlords and the result is that (n) they sometimes realise rent from 
their old tenants or the transferors although they are no longer in 
possession of the land. i h) Besides that in many cases they seek to 
make the land //n#.< as they refuse to recognise the tranferee‘s interest. 
Thus the tenants are sometimes put to great ditfieulty and trouble. 
(r) In some eases the ssnmiudur hi eolhtsion with the transteror get 
rent-decree* without making the transferees party and manage to get 
their holding sold for arrears <d rent. I should therefore suggest 
that steps should Ik* taken so that flies** transfer* may be automatically 
recognised by the landlords. 

In the second place, after the abolition ot alnrtths, the zemindars 
have begun to insist on payment of interest or compensate for default 
of payment ot rent within the quurtci which they never demanded if 
rents were paid within the year. It is not possible for poor tenants 
to pay the rent in 1 / Tlie\ generally pay one** in a year after 
their harvests either ot jute, paddy oi any other main crop. This 
causes -a very great hardship to the poor tenants. They can easily pay 
rent in the month of Asm in or in Magh after selling jute or paddy. 
But they can hardly do so in the month of Ashnr or Chaitra. Thus 
if zemindars realise rent after the harvest season tenants cun easily 
pay rent and at the same time they will not lorn* to pav an additional 
amount in the shape of interest So although tihtrnh has been abolished 
yet poor tenants are toned to pay equal sums and even more in some 
eases. I should like to draw the attention of Government to this 
matter. In the third place I would ask the Government to see that 
the report of the Rent Reduction Committee is soon published and 
action l»e taken as soon as possible so that iniquity in the rate of rent 
it soon removed. 

I would also request the Government to see that the report of the 
Flotid Commission be published as soon as possible. The people have 
been ii^ suspense as it is said that the report if acted upon will bring 
in a revolution in the land revenue system of Bengal. 
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Last but not the least, I would like to dtaw the attention of Govd*n- 
ment to the miserable plight of the fishermen. It is needless for me 
to tell this House how they have got to labour hard, sometimes even at 
the risk of their life, how middlemen are growing richer and richer 
at their cost, but the poor fishermen are starving with their f^nily. 
They have no food to eat, no cloth to put on, and no house to live in. 
So it is necessary that something should be done for them. I under- 
stand that the Special Officer appointed by Government to enquire into 
the condition of fishermen has submitted his report. I would like to 
request Government to take immediate action in the matter. 


The House was then adjourned for 1 •) minutes. 


( .4 fte r ad j o u rn men t . ) 


Maulvi MD. HA8ANUZZAMAN : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir : - 
njm, "wwiimn ?rw to crareq, srtct, ^rsttcc •tltoc tftuct i 

?T tTO TOT? *tf??T? TOE ??-TOT, C^TCt> CH5 •TT$, bub ?T$ I 

Cb?l?R JIITO TO I TOE TOtCC TO I FFZ CTO, OT TO CTO, OT OT 
SPCT? tt ;t to C? TOTfCTO *f«CR I C?W ?TTf < f? CT^TT? vfim \ 

Tbf'WI? SJJTOT *n$ I SSf'-RW Ito STTRPTRT ?T *TTTO $ STW STW TO - !? BiOT 
jtitot =rr TOTS wTOt TOl Coalition Party? 

CTOPTOT SCt^T? TOSTC S CT?TW? aTOS BR^IC 

wothot *tc *tc 2rr*rr too? afe =rr TO?r wot wot brt srarro 

WTC* « WBto TO? ?CTTfa *fa*T fW MHI$C4 *C*5l ?*TTO?TC?? 5tCT, 

fro wot TOt? $*rt? tprr toj ?wi srerto tort? &tw $ totftc? beTww? 

TOT CTOT ®ECTTt?C? TO5 fWTOTO TO H<«>Rl S$?T «tf$?lR I 
TOlCC *tC ??I feO BR VOTRWt ^TO « 6 ?TOR TOtCC *IC *?T *0 BR 

?<-to 3 TO ?ptt? i c? ^TOTiR a*to tor, «hr « «ttor? to tor Safe? 
toe? StoTto a?T tot?t a wot toto « mto to to c*t?t ^erto tort? 
STW 3 *TOW? WTO TO 5RTTOT ?FCT? *TTfBRTCf l TOTW? fTOTCto 
HJLK m ®TT'3^I$?l *(TWR. A $ ^Pt?W? S^EC $*14 1 C?? ^FtCT ®lTfTOl 

TO^TC: TOT? to?"tC TO WTO l TO?T a *R*C ffS?-TO <J?CC t TO 

to a to ctot w«?T ?r t 

«(to 5Ttwtr*R tot ?to ?gw? to ^rtor w«*r ftro fro «f*ro « 

Court of Wards a*-TO ^W? TOT? 8 WOT TORT 

«nfro a? wot ^f?cc >• tot ton? crone u tot tot? ^ft?ccaR i 
CWOTt rotl « row C V^T* TOT? f f ? cc:i h i Court of Wards 4 ? 
TOTOW •(Vwy TO«TO TOT? ^KOTR l CTOS SfCTO ?ltl ftor CBRIOTT 
gVTWWOT fvbft^fTO 4 TOT TORT? « TOll? TOR itCTO ^ 

?ri ?rf? 1 ? to tore *q 7 TOTW? afe rrro nro^fc ror ?R-?r , Chanty 

fund 4 ? tor CTOR TO H TOlt t 
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SJr, Land Revenue Commission a? report a*R$ «lto if TOl TO 
a {TOT S ' ?Tto ?Ir «TO wu#t? $?c? to8 miT^a wti 

sntnt to r t aro ssTO *rc*?r qo n i>m to TO?r ht fro TOh a»m *rf*cn rwI to 
• tflf?R HT l Rent Reduction Enquiry Committee? f?RTU* a*R$ HTft? ?t*T *TT l 
TO? ^4<*? ST TO §R»r: TO TORCH; fTO HTSRT? «TT? *T*<CBR HT ??* TOT 8TR 
a^e <lfyfl5R 1 TOTt tffiSRT? TO *TO?T? 9RT « «RTRT f?TOT? ?Tf TOtlt 

to to sTtrot tor tot toto? TOro srt wft*rTO 

"** bh^ht? TOTOl e[TTO Constituency? C51R-8R TO? HTOTST? 38T- 
«r*T TOT-5TR? TO aalf^ ??CTO TO?T "l/CT TO I KlVt? &TfT 

fTO« fTOT? =TO 5 <S WfleWPiRC*!? b#!C*T5 TO n/tt TOTTTO ht TOcs 
TOTH «T5-*T$ nfHTO <fTT*T SfcCOT 1 TOTT$ ; T^R R *? HTOHT fTO? «R^HTO 
CTOOTRl *t$? Political Agent OT HTRl? <R*$-TO JR^TOHRR TOT? 
tot et ? 5 *:$ <*tm*to to cr^to TOcTOi 

Sir, Certificate 5*U $&l??l R®TO5 n«/MITOC«T? TOP$ SlTO rtfTR l 

S*T faro? $&T$ST R«?T? TO ®RJTO SRTtofl I 

nT?: TOS* ® Settlement TO^nj? « H®TO SR3T? CTO?T TO* 

i sto are £t*t a^rcsr tot to =n TO?r $* frr*T smto*? tost to *T??t? 

TO CR^rrif TOcTO I 

nTOwY STTfalSR ® STtolR STHTlW* ^tTO 5tTO *T l TOTHT OTTR? TOl 
<J*?( at?T? TO Wlf?*? StTTOI 

Mr. RA 8 IK LAL BI 8 WA 8 : «ro?, c?fTO$ WvGl ? WTR? 

success a? TO «rR*i 2TTO CTOtf l Success TO Land revenue policy? 
CRT ??, Upper House a? tCTO^TR TOTOS? TOfa? $RT i Land revenue 
policy TOT zWtV® TOR TO ?H5*T?'TTO ^ ®TTTO a^t"t 5? TOTH 

F^JT CTOTtBTO nTt^H pg^TO srTO t ®TO aTT*^ cTOt^S afato w a^ R Ueic< 

y ri T<Rd >H RTOHT (TOlHT) TO CTORR, a*R HTHT R^T ntHTORT CTOOR I5TTO TOT 
TOHT R<1 to; ssprfs TOT CTOTO aTtH JTT I OTHgT tTO Wr aTOT 
«Tw? i »Thh t <to ^«r 5 gtH«rr <iytv\ Rsrt to TOTto i ant cTO totto 

arH'rRfac^ ei<{ atroF^; tor i $iTh ht wttst cvr {rrth aiti an *da-^tTB 

a<R RTO fHTOH WTO 5RT aHH^T BI5TO C5TR I TOTR? CTO 

TO-ro «to (land) a? R^rn *nrr area land policy TO towj nf*t>iam 
^FHT TO 5TTO a^ TO CTOt HF5TTCTO? *gff TOC^ TO? I TOTO TO ^«T! , WJFVR 
RTCH TO TOl ? R»t1 ^«T? TO* T R RTC^ TO? TO TO TOR TO TOP? *W<cTO 
r jflto to -to nfro trociH r5t ^rttoc^t? ^tor ?h TO i 
*rf*ftTO a-RR «RTTH TO* RTRCI*, TO ff^? «TR?T ROT TO 5R-CTO R 1 ^ 
«RTTH CTOHTTR at R CTO? TOT rent collector flRT iltHHt CHTO TO? HTto 

jRTR fTOnRI a?t TOT? Hit a* ?RT? TOT TOTt «?TBr TO RT?CTR R TOT?Tt 

TOStosX cro? r rTO c?TO s&t?^, ?tr? aR(-a^?*rr JQtro to?t tot? 

R*?R8to ?T RFTR ?3 flRR, !RT? RFR J^tf-f^tor? fTO 3WT RT?C8 

' <nnR ^it a« amt a^r fsw; srwnt a fwr<« mn mn artt anrow wn knd 

' system <s? fw; itM«0 tw afSHUl system « «rf*nr^ aiHIWI mtl 
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fir a ci r g re i aw w ®tw totto <aTO$ra ffr wtto area ffwrt 

abolition <a* fw fTO wtoUt afro <3C Met i *T**l rsrtrt flW*TR Land- 
lord’s fee 4TOT TOI 4*t «RD5T« ®lto fW CTO I TOOTT* *** 

iti nr *ti>, tof <a-faf fro tog <a*l\ wrr, strict rule iait to*t* *rca 
r ai?r **<r «nn niW^wlJ-swTJTs ot* *** raw to wStg 

**< *G*Tt awr«R I TO TORT *T rent decree ca W* Sffa *T$T TO Wf$ 
fRi? wrra ^ to* w-fa* 5- fros wrca euTcroi ( Mr. Abu Hass a in 

SaRKAB : i3/>T *^*r 4TOT Coalition TOffT* *TC$'i*T 57W ^TT) fTO aTOT TO*T flf 
snff TOfl Court of Wards alK>lition CTOCa TO l WTO W W 
StfaTOTO toW* estate 5TTO5 TO* RT TOT Wftol* TOOT 4CT toTO 
fTO«daT rotf *!*t v Ct> — TO to str I Revenue sale law <4*t Patni sale 
law TOTta f^Tft^aiW OTtol ** TOT TO W(<t i Agricultural income 
TO 5lt 3*t TORT* TO TOR 57* I TOWt ■$Tvm*1 3?TT TOT 

TO *{^1* I a«R W Rent Committee' £<KH'I WtoFfr to** 

(Here the meml»er having reached his time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I want 
to speak a few words with regard to the klm* muhal estates in the 
Noakhali district. We all know that there ha* been remission ot rent 
in those estates even \ear to the extent ot one lakh and more in the 
Noakhali district alone. There has been failure ot crops year after 
year on account of impioni inundations and also on account of other 
natural causes. The reason that lias been assigned is that there has 
not been proper drainage and erection of bund* wherevei necessary. I 
pray that Government should take immediate steps for the erection of 
bunds wherever necessary and making sufficient provision for drainage. 
Then it will he found that Government revenue to the extent of Rs. 1 
lakh or more will be saved every sear. As regards the settlement of land, 
it has been found and one ot the previous speakers have already said 
that lands are not settled with the proper persons — 1 mean, with the 
bona fide cultivators— but with middle class men and richer people. 
It is the latter class ot people who get settlement ot klias mahul lands 
in preference to real eultivntoi*. The lloifble Minister knows very 
well that in Noakhali, particularly in Sandwip, Hatia, Oharbudu and 
some parts of Sudharnm t liana, there has been erosion of klias muhal 
properties, so much *o. that u large number of klias mahal tenants 
have liecome absolutely landless. Sir; these people do not get settle- 
ment of lands on account of the fact that they cannot pay striu //</ to 
the extent of 4 or 5 times the rent. Mr. Stewart who was appointed 
a Special Officer has recommended that in such cases, namely, where 
lauds of khas mahal tenant* have been washed away, their claim for 
getting settlement of lands should be favourably considered and tfiat 
a nominal rate of salami should be assessed in their caeca and their 
prayers should be given t preference to any other case that may oatna 
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up for the settlement of lands. I appeal to the Hon’ble the Revenue 
Minister to see that the hona firir khas mahal tenants do get settlement 
of lands on payment of a nominal salami in preference to other persons, 
namely, persons whose lands have not Wen washed away by erosion. 

> 

Sir, in this connection. I beg to draw the attention of the Hnn’ble 
Minister to one fact, namely, that in the khas mahal estates, although 
Government from time to time grant remission when there is failure 
of crops, in the zemindary estates the tenants are absolutely helpless. 
They do not get any remission on the plea that the Kemindars also do 
not get any remission ot the revenue from Government. I suggest 
that Government should give diiection to zemindars to give remission 
in proper and deserving cases to their tenants and Government should 
also in their turn grant proportionate reduction of their revenue to the 
zemindars. 

Sir. tin- next point that is uppermost in my mind is about the 
shifting of the \oakhali town. The evacuation ot the Noakhali town 
has been hanging since 1913. A committee which was appointed in 
Ill'll recommended that the town should be shifted to Majdi— a place 
five miles from tin* Noakhali town band x\a^ acquired ami raised 
and tank*, were exravated. but in the meantime, the erosion stopped 
and the question of the immediate shifting of the town xvas abandoned, 
because a char was formed to the south of the town But some time 
afterwards, the char was washed away and in 1933 another committee 
was appointed which recommended that tin* town should be shifted 
immediately to Mujdi and following that recommendation, kutcha 

houses were constructed and some offices were removed then* 

(Here the member reached the time-limit and was granted one minute 
to finish his speech.) It was decided that in the winter ot 1937 the 
courts would be held there. There was some agitation against the idea 
and Government cancelled that order. After that in 1938 the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister accompanied by flic Hon'hle Revenue Minister and 
the Hon hie Mr. Suhrawardy went there and decided on expert opinion 
that Majdi was quite unsuitable and so appointed another committee 
to investigate into the mutter and submit a report, suggesting u place 
where the town should be shifted. The report wus submitted recom- 
mending that the town should bo shifted to Begumgunj. Now, Sir, 
although the report was submitted more than a year ago. Government 
have not come to any decision on the matter. People are absolutely 
in suspense. Sir, may I humbly and in all humility ask Government 
how long they* will keep the people of Noakhali in suspense and in 
this miserable condition? You know, Sir, that in 1937 and also in 
1939, there were heavy fhmds due to which the whole town was sub- 
merged under water for four consecutive days. The present town haa 
became absolutely unfit for human habitation The Hon’ble Revenue 
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Miniiter has himself seen how the people* of Noakhali are huddled 
together in the town and in what miserable condition they are living. 
The most thickly populated quarter of the town, I mean the Montier* 
ghona quarter, where about 500 families live is threatened by the 
Noakhali khal and this area may be washed away at any moinent. 
Sir, I do not know where these people will go if this part is waahed 
away. I would appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to come immediately 
to a final decision with regard to the shifting of the town either to 
Begumganj or to any other suitable place. In the meantime, I would 
request him to adopt some protective measures so that the people may 
not be left in a helpless condition by the erosion of the khal. It has 
been suggested that the town may be saved by cutting a khal in the 
Boruigona Pnrgana side and diverting the current of the Noakhali 
Khal through that khal and 1 request the Hon’ble Minister to take 
note of this suggestion and take neeessan action to give effect to it. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 may announce that there are yet 
many speakers who like to speak. So. I hope, you will take two or 
three minutes each. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, may I know whether 
Irrigation will be taken up to-night? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER : l cannot mi\ that now. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: kmsIs Hunts to??, arrf? $t?t? to; 

TO?CTO TORT *?TOTS 3TO? ??*f? TO W CTOTTC frTtl TOTO 
?R?1? ?*I - t?W J t W 5TTTO CTOTfTO ( Coalition ) TO? TO TO^fT OTKI? 
a?t ?TtTO ?f?5 fTO-SSHT?? CORICH? TO? 1 . «IPWT TOT 

OTT? 1 TO?*T? f ?T?T 3?lf«T5 CTO* C? $*T?T C?t C3*ft? TO<T CTO 

arct* fayr? •trumw? c?t f?yra tot c$mc? trrro 

sTnrr ?ttto ?f?s fro-aro?? ft* c?t $TC?t tot otici?i TOjp crofi: 
toto nn1 fw-mw fro? n? ft? ft£T-?rft *r*n cro? to*. cro?. an we? 
fro? ?? ft? TO TO ?^T? $TO CTO*t TO*T?TOTO6 ft* at f TT ?t 
afro? ?*r wftrs cto*i at ?TrTO?? alftTO?? ?r tot ?t c*tc? 
*i*c* ^ tot *t? otto — *t??t otuto tot tot?/ i at 

nTiuUn* 2TT1 H*W *OTT fTOT? CTO? ?*T?T TOl *U5T C?C* ft?.^'® CTO? a C * C?H 0*T3T 
f?TO TWtots* ??? ftft> TOT? £?TOn?«TC* $f?C? 0BTl> fTOtaRt 
wrtafro? tort afro aft a*r? f?-5rr?T otto, cto ?t gfouf? suit st* 
t^TO tTOft^TO TO? C*5T* TO*T OTTOflC?? $fTO fTO?» «ff TO 

?fts cro a?t w ft? to ?ff t ?r?- f ? s 7 c?? aft ^ng ?? 

CTO& f?«OT&o afoftft G TOafe sf?m? «TOl? TO fro jwtto (Sir Bijoy 
PrOBad) $*? a$* TOt TOTO faft TOST? ??W fTO*mr TORft Iff PW 

wfffl CTO? I TOTO ( Co&^tion ) OTTFtTO TOf TOT TOT 



19*#.] DEMAND FORtGRANT. M? 

c^rmst wf* mwb pit at 4 wnJ«v b*t?t wtr *nt win a at *iftac*E* 
hth^r ns? stf sr cror sfs H*fi 1 cs? sc? faro tow? sc?? twin tstca ntfr croi - ? 
prcsrct to csrai arcat aarcs c? tort asrcsr? aw? fcfcci arf? $r 
. to? - ? af?t tort asr?r? aw? snst acac? asst ( Coalition ) carirfans sea? 
cstilt T to f??^? cwt> fnc?ms i TO?Tt ass sro aw s^s ars^rcas, to csiarcfs 
wrot sf?s fro-a arcs? ?*?; fa*s to card?? to? at a? tot s^s? nrfltr stir 

?rtc? i 

Maulvi ABDUR RAZZAK: ronf? tots?: arts etfifsS? sips 

toc*? fscns cto ai cairo sr cro? tost? cstcs s^ffc tot totos rolsTsrgica 
armro Fit i nfiscs ro^fss ms tort? sr? sm tot? «rt atnsT-a*nsr bfncpm. 

cnt frc RCTT aaffr Kent Reduction Committee® nfcs TOT StfTCf l ?*!fls*t 
mm *ttss-to ass to? aariTsca enron frofscas at a aro tost? st? tor 
stc?i roT- a< t fy s aarnn tot? ?x arfairr s*aT?c*f? jgrocs Frfssr ?fs?Tm i 
s^t nf?g i c n? fss? a? to^ tot an^cniF? sta ssr s^t?t?*to: tot arcs*! nf?na sta 
sr i af?? STar aac? aac? n®i stsrm — 

tot sSa tot at? mm nwnW? c?st? wfcspfr? stt? ?ctot tort? TOfa 
nfron top fro sns *s aaTfsnca afcfia ae?? st? stca fscast tots?, 
sTt a rc s cn? csnrmal safi? a^ro caan £ cro? to so «rs caixa? rofia i <at?r? 
aarca asm s *o fro ms s^&nre ss?t? ?f?-*i?T ssja fro6 st?T fromi acsca 
tot afmfscas enrol <s sf?s tynfs faara afro rorfs ?ar af?css i cat tot 
frocnr nf?n s stircsi ny src?? rtt acnaT at ?rc?? afa? nfron aero afro i 
caR frocaa afsfiT agsros af?ca s» if •re® mf?c?s at cow? as aa aa (Trar afa 
stares i ai 5 m ?rt to? sts a^rrtra mf ?cs ?t ?fa?r saca? srst i toc?? aarc? 
an? ?rt aca?Tc? ?tc? sn sa cat? ?trt? iptots arrog^n roT? ?rti atRt 
aRT carca carjnfa can aT?a? ?t?TC? i fa afror caararal at?r? mnarfs ?ar af ?c? 
cat fror? ?*< % f v ? ?t?r ’tf^sTci i ar*TT af? a?ar? *g?wr?aa af ms ?tor 

itcroi aron? croaralcs? tgsXr? s^st arfac? ?n totr? ?<ta afrors'r 
aT?*T to*!? acarca caar? ^a-^fissua ^f? aro*? ?6 ?t? aa aa cara *gnrr?r #t?r 
?tw?, sTd> arorre? am ®ar? <^f o afscac? i tfaaj^caif rol- sa^f^a cara rtst 
roflt Jeputation at? af??l TORI? JT?R ?*?fi a?t Revenue Minintera? 
toVt TOR stint w ro ?t?rc? c? at to^ carafaaca mv at? fro e s arf a ep 
?roro ca«?r ?^ai rol ?t?ts;?s totot from? 

(Here the member having reached his time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: tor 1? a y r n fs arm?, c? TOarcsaca csrti 

mwi ro c?tcpt, c? artarcaca arciw TO? arsca Srar? an? sn era fro? cstcpt, cat 
aitarcscn ara fro-avrres? fa «gTOn tot tot? ?<si a?T af^ri to *gs ar?n 
agroR cam* cro ?t? sstto? a^gr a?t af s a r c?? «gg?t to’ a ? r anni 
rote s? a^w? tosr a?r emu?, »nrtcs? «?t?t; faro a f rom ax es? f??i 
ta?J rosr n?1nj ar cro sn afaro tort totci? asT fa-fn? ax? caret 
' tori?, ar nxca sw?* tcti totr? aTatiny c? to? tort Wrts^ ca 
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CHH BT? BB C? 350? TOT CRW ®(THt4t 4 C?h Bnf t??T 1 BT?RT b t i lii 

TORTt C? TB ?^R tTOWCM BT?$ TT ftftT? CTO ?OTU BfRTORn WOT RTCTOR C? TO 
]• TORT TORT <I^>OT1 CTTCTCT I fro*? 97Tfri s ffRTO? BTO5? TO, a?< Rent Enquiry 
Commission a? (WW1 W RTfFB BR*B CTOOTCTR RTRRfTO CSTO? Enquiry TO 
CTTCTCT; BTTB TOT TO TORT 0 N 5m CTO 00 N 5TTOT ’rCPB aTO? afB ?^R rtfegf 1 
TOT? R^R? TOTOT "tfRTOFB fBfR TOT? R^R? WOTS TOfR Wei WTBCRT — CR B*T? 
5ffw?1rB afB aTOc? 5tto n?^B tort toot t ctotcti a«R to?t to r^r? 

TOOTT RT, atfOT TO TO9T TO? TO ?B?T? SRT$ aCRfT i TOT?«T TO5 - TO RT C?TOB CTO ' 
TO TO RTI (A MEMBER : RT T? RTt ?T CTOTT) BOT^T aTOT-RfR? R«m a*R TO 
TOR CTOT?CBQ TO RT, a$ ?TOR 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Maulvi MD. AMIR ALI MIA: hirhI? cb?^5 to to??. to?t 
CRCR? , *l?"U ^W-ESTOT? afBfRf? $ SK>rr-RB c fCRC , 5? BlWTBTOR 6 !, RB^RTCR fbfR? R? 
\>? s ?OTT 5TTOT RR TOT ?fB?T TOTT TOf? TOOT? RB'fCR’fr TO TTTI'CB afB R«T aTO 5m 
RC? tRa©?ITOT<! CRR $TT? CbHjt TOf?WR I 

TO ®ffR? TORT TOS^ROT C? TOT TOT? TO fe tB OT BTTT T*CB 3fB 5m? 

TT? TOT RTTTCB TO ft?T 5m? bit? TOTT TOf??T TOTT? TOR WfW5 T$CB CR*?7T 
TOOT: OT?T CTO! TOT?®! SfRRHOT 5ft?? TORT ?$; OT"t TOT TOTT? TOf fl CB OT I 
a?t B*TTOT? TOWtan ?2^' u ?^ OT't? 2T9TOT? TOTTBT? TOf??(* TORT, RW 
G RR[ TOTT? TOf??T TOTO ! TOOT SfWTOOT TOVT?>T? aSOT? $R? TOBTTBT? RT 
*f<OT ROT BTTT? ?TTOT TOROT? WfCR*5 RB? TO?^n T$fR?R CRTCB*? CafRC\5>*5n*T 
T(f<mX*T «fRHURC«T? <*«fb!<0 € TO<ifi?-TOR « $froro. cwr? « 5TTOOT? TOrtOT 

tR?t rtctor a?r tOT fRR otI? ssotcr? c5ttt srf?B ?f??T ?otr a?i bttot? frteftCH? 

« TOTTtr-'RTO? C5 ttt TOT TOT TOTT? $f??T SfTCTOT. TO*TT *f? TOTOT? ?B*T W? TTTTCB 
♦nfi? 2RTT? CtJTTO ?^? ?t?CB ?T ?OT? BTTT? <i'TO! ^f?C?? a?T SfTOl. CWT?, BTfT?. 
WfW?a«T Q BTTOT? WOTT SRSTTIotOT $^T ?^TTt?T BOTTT TOTT? ^f?CBCM 

W TOTT? «TB*fOT5 ^TT« TOTO TOOT C? ?*T TOT? fT^-CTOTOTR $ BTTT| TO?rt[- 
Bfrot, C*CTfT? « BTfT??T 2OTT? (OTT? CFBT? a^t5 ?T?t5 SPBB ?t??TOT TOOT 
aB*fCTO5 «OT ?T TO?? C?? ®RT OT5 t Bf?CBOT TOTO Bf? «TB<W*5 yf? ? T ?HCq? 

f?^5 t*cb «ot ^t??T n?1? srermc? ®rf? Ft? tort, t? tort « to5 tort tot afB 

f?RT <C*hK >0 Bf??T fROT ^nt TORT? SPBT? I TORT? TO? a*f5 W ? fs i?T? TOW 

?BRtr a? to5-r?tt? a sri t??tct a?t c Rw^tn to5rb t ? TO f ntKM al 

BRC?? TOT RTTTCB £fR? f?OTT RTfRB ?T T? BTTT? C^5T 5TlRRT?R«T Bf ? C BW? BW 
CTOT ^f?CR ^iR «TB'fCR*5 TO *f??T B?OT a?^ 5(fRH[?fHTO TOTTr? TOST BTTT? 
♦TfTTO* ?TOR^ a?T a* TO fRCR? TOT 3TO? TOTR ?T; Cb^>T? TO CTOT TO, TO. 
TOntfTOTI *TB 5 T?T ^o N 5m TOB-BB* fB ^?T fR?TCT a?T «>tii* 5m b^ct? *?ca 
Bl* CTOT T? 5m R^T? TT? RB*fW> T^CB TO"T TtlOT a?t ^TT-TTyT TT^ am? TOtR 
TO Tt?TCT a«R TORT? WrtRC^? f?*5 «RJ?T? 9ffR fffRH!?CH4 T?CB TO ffW 
r? 1? arofRTO afBTOR^RT t 5? art TOBfRB fy aitRnft ^pr TTOr c5ott Rf"t? ' 
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wro front $5U<us *TTfn$ ror *$¥i awrrro <sot 

c* sranroc^ cwr? fast m&itiim $ot ottowi c* Sront wot rocu 

*ntirc*=t tot sc^-ot wot sraro*r? ot tnfOT — «nfa* wfw* 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, in speaking 
on the main demand, I would like to sa\ a few words on the certificate 
procedure for the realisation of rents. Government and the Coalition 
^ Party long ago abolished Chapter XIII of the Bengal Tenancy Act 
and thereby the certificate procedure h\ the landlords was abolished. 
Then, after that, the Chief Minister on behalf of the Government gave 
us an assurance that the Government will hold in abeyance this power 
of certificate for a period of two sears. That two years has elapsed. 
Now from the results of the working and from the perusal of the Red 
Book we see that the Government will be fully justified if they stop 
the process of realisation of rent by certificate procedure for ever, 
because the rent shows that revenue receipt* have not at all been 
affected by tin* .system of the certificate procedure. On the other band, 
on the credit side, there has been a definite saving. 

I must in this connection sa\ a few words about certificate of 
garnishee and another certificate under section 99 of the Cess Act. 
Estates which make default in payment of their cess are attached by 
Government. The estate is not put up to sale for realisation of rent, 
but Government 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit but was allowed 
to continue tor ‘J minute** more.) 

Government, as I was saying. Sir, feel** no compulsion in putting 
the machinen in operation upon the tenants. They give protection to 
a few individuals hut the\ hesitate to give protection to the masses. 
This Sort of practice must cease. In order that a country may prosper, 
individuals must sacrifice themselves toi the sake <d the masses, for 
the sake ot the nation, but here m this country, Sir. wc see that for 
the sakt* oi a few individuals Government sacrifices the musses. This 
practice must cease. In future the certificate procedure should be 
abolished root and branch. There should In* no certificate under 
section 99, no certificate in khas mahal and no certificate in court of 
wards estates. 

Then, Sir, I would like to sa\ a few words about the system of 
realisation of cess by district boards. The system is very had. The 
responsibility is that of the district boards. Money is advanced on 
requisition by the district boards. The district board upends the 
money, but in spending it tbe district board likes to spend the money 
on'others* responsibility. They do not intend to develop village roads; 
they do not’ look tp the needs of the masses. They make it a super* 
structure of their own system. This system y very bad 
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(At this stage the member again reached thfa time-limit but was 
allowed to finish his sentence.) 

I hope, Sir, Government will take this under their control and th« 
responsibility in this matter will be fixed. 

Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no time for moving your 
motion. Please speak generally. 

Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED: nrt tor. rrfaRT snsrr? 

SRT 4$ motion I CRbR sCTOS Non- 

Agricultural Tenancy Bill ♦TP'T CTOTCIRt CRfrTCS C3R3RTO 5? 
crt tot* <i<^r *?t ctoki, f^s s* =tr$i yrt^RT 

a$u?i unrt-n* uw i ^T*wi, ^8 - < w s tt, stt^tpr ctos a 

JRTOt deputation TOffT fTOCS I W Non -Agricultural Tenancy Bill 
Select Committee cu fur $*r skto^ 4 hrcr tot cwstow 1 

•wt; bR totor st^rt aro* vmm, «rf wk mt* ^ iSfanam tost 
fafIC* \ tfT*T ®rf® «RTf*TO TO C<Mc«tM l ra csuw* landed property 
R* OT*T CK!*RTfH FTO RFR STO SilfW fatfTTO OR>T TO l OTR* TO 
twr TO OT$RR W 5? OTCTO OTHT CTOR To. 3TTO? 3TTO?, srto CTO 
To 1 at TOT 5ft? 5Tff? OTl^RT SPTO? RSTO RW 

RFRTOI 

(At this stage t he member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat. ) 

Tha Hon'We Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir. six cut motions have l>een moved, and I am afraid I shall 
not 1 h» able to reply to all the criticisms that have been levelled against 
the policy of Government within the short time at my disposal. 

First of all, l shall try to reply to the criticism advanced by Mr. Abu 
Hossain Surknr. In moving his motion he made it clear that he moved 
it more in appreciation of the Government policy rather than in a 
spirit of criticism of the Government action regarding the suspension 
of the certificate procedure. T may assure him and the House that in 
this matter, out of deference to the wishes of the Coaliation Party 
Government had decided long ago to suspend the use of the certificate 
procedure for two years and they have no intention of going back on 
that decision at present. If the collection of rent does not fall below 
expectation, it is not necessary for them to revive the use of certificate 
procedure. So, it should be the duty of everybody to advise the 
tenants to pay up the arrear rent if they want the Government .policy 
of suspension of the certificate procedure to continue. 
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*, As regards the peint Aised in this connection by Mr. Ahmad 
Hosain that garnishee and attachment under section 99 of the Cess 
Act should be stopped, because they are always followed by the use of 
the certificate procedure for realisation of arrear rent from individual 
tenants, he spoke at length on the principle of sacrificing the rich 
men for the masses. Here, 1 may point out that Government have got 
a distinct duty to the district boards ns regards realisation of cesses. 
Unless the district boards can be assured of their cess income, they 
* will cease to function, and on this ]>oint my friend Mr. Manmatha 
Nath Hoy, in moving his cut motion, made a lot of complaint about 
the fall in realisation of cesses. Mr. Ahmed Hosain suggest selling 
up the defaulting zamimlar, but selling up will not serve any useful 
purpose, the defaulter can l>c sold up once. What about the next 
occasion?' After all the money must come from the defaulting ten- 
ants? It defaulting tenants do not pay, 1 do not think there is any 
justification for selling up the middle man, because though you ma\ 
have the pleasure of selling him up which will ruin him, that will not 
improve the realisation of eesse>. 

- 1 next turn, Sit , to the amendment moved by Mr. Oiusuddin Ahmad 

regarding reduction of rent. Several members have spoken on this 
point and raised similai question* in the course of the discussion. The 
honourable members are aware that it is not so easy to agree to reduc- 
tion of rent localise Government must he satisfied that rent in a 
particular estate <n area is high before the} can decide to reduce it. 
Suppose that they decide to reduce rent by 25 per cent. A man who 
pays Rs. 10 per acre — li is rent will he reduced by 25 per cent, which 
may be justified — whereas a person paying only Re. 1 per acre, his 
rent also will be reduced by 25 per cent. So, where is fairness or 
equity? Therefore, unless Government can go into individual cases 
and ’are satisfied that the rent level is high in a particular case or 
estate, it is difficult for them to agree to any general ad hoc reduction 
of rent. The House knows that the genera] level of rent in Bengal is 
by no means high. There is no comparison between Bengal and 
Bihar. If the rent is high it is the rent of the bargadar * that is high. 
It is primarily the raiyatn who realise 50 per cent, of the gross produc- 
tion, whereas the rent which we are called upou to reduce is probably 
1 / 13th or 1/Ifith. So, unless the bargadar’ s rent is reduced you 
cannot really give relief to the actual cultivator. Those who are 
friends of the poor or the tillers of the soil must agree to cut down 
the rent of the actual tiller. It is therefore no use asking Government 
to reduce rent unless they themselves reduce the rent which they 
realise from the bargadars. (Mr. M. Shamsuddin Ahmrd : But what 
\» your suggestion? What is your reply? We have seen enough of 
these t old suggestions.) Government have appointed a committee to 
go into the question. I do not think the worst critics of Government 
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can charge them with anti-tenant bias. ^Government are certainly 
anxious un<l are prepared to give relief to the tenants where relief it 
necessary and justified and the moment it is brought to their notice 
that in a particular area the rent is high they will certainly giant 
relief as soon as possible. The committee whieh has been working for 
the last 2 years has not yet submitted its report. When the committee 
submits its report it may be possible for Government to devise a 
simpler method for the reduction of rent. 

I will now turn to the cut motion moved by Mr. Manmatha Nath 
ltoy regarding the fall in the realisation of (esses. As Chairman of a 
district hoard, 1 sympathise with him and 1 fully realise his difficulties 
in administering the distiict hoard with depleted revenues. Sir, the 
fall in cess collections is largely due to the general economic depression, 
to the general non-payment mentality and to the suspension of the 
use ot the certificate procedure. As Chairman of a district boaid 
Mr. Hoy is anxious that cases should he realised as quickly as possible 
and credited to the district fund, whereas, as a politician, as an 
M.L.A., probably he wants to encourage the non-payment mentality. 
(Mr. Santonh Ki'aiak B\m : (Question!) These two things, 1 say, Sir, 
cannot go together. (Mr. M. Shamsi ddin Aiimkjj : What is \onr 
mentality Y) 1 can tell you that 1 am always consistent. Mr. Roy 
makes certain complaints regarding delay in crediting cesses to the 
district fund. 1 promise to look into the matter and remedy tl^e 
defects. Mr. Hoy has alleged that Government officers were negligent, 
in the realisation of cesses. It is not so. Government officers certainly 
do their best in collecting the cesses. Mi. Hoy must realise, however, 
that the powers of the Government officers are limited, and they can- 
not easily oveieome the no-payment mentality. 

Now-, let me turn to the cut motion moved by Mr. A tul Kumar on 
behalf of Dr. Nulinuksha Sanyal. He said that Government should 
not try to realise the loans advanced to agriculturists in times of 
distress before they get thiee full good harvests. 1 think, »Sir/4hat is 
what he suggested. (to\ eminent in tact are very liberal in this 
res|iect, and the policy which they are following was enunciated in a 
circular that was issued on the 21st June 1938. I would just like 
to read out to the House a few lines from that circular enunciating 
Government policy. “Collection should he carefully organised. The 
centres at whieh payments will lie received and the dates on which 
debtors should attend at those centres for payment should he notified 
widely and in good time, through Fnion Boards or otherwise.. 
Collection should ordinarily commence immediately after the 
main crop has been harvested and marketed'*. Sir, mark tbe 
words “the main crop” which is the amnn paddy. 
fore collection should start early in January and should be organised 
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so *ai to cease by the^niddfe of March. Where jute is the important 
crop collection may appropriately be made in October and November. 
So Government never try to realise before the agriculturist has collected 
his crop. When the main crop is a definite failure the proper course 
is to suspend the whole instalment under rule 15. When the main 
croj^s not a definite failure but is distinctly poor, collection should 
proceed but with liberal remission of interest and without the issue 
ot certificate procedure. When the main crop is good and the majority 
-of the debtors are believed to be in a position to repay the full instal- 
ments, collection should be vigorously pursued. So 1 do not think 
that anybody can find fault with the instructions that Government 
have issued to their officers. That these intruct ions are strictly follow- 
ed will be evident from our collection figures. 

Government advanced loans to the extent of IN. 61 ,24.t>(i-t in 
193940. Of this amount 11s. 35,40,345 was due in 193940. We 
collected up to January 1940 Rs. 5,79,845. The amount 
advanced in 193940 was Its. 32,13,957. The amount ibie this year 
was Rs. 0,93,777. I he total amount collected up to January i» 
R». 6,22,942, out of Rs. 94 lakhs advanced in two years. So the alle- 
gation that Government arc causing hardship to the tenants by 
proceeding with a vigorous pohev ot realisation, bears scrutiny. We 
have been ver\ liberal in collection and we are trying not to use any 
coercive methods, m tact, whatever payments have been made this 
year, have been made mostlv voluntarily. Only Rs. 0,22,000 have 
been collected, as 1 have already said, out ot Rs. 94 lakhs advanced. 

Now, 1 turn to the allegation made by my friend Mr. Kshetra 
Mohan Singha, that Government in the Revenue Department are very 
unsympathetic to the claims of the Scheduled Castes in matters of 
appointment under the Court of Wards. Sir, T would request my 
friend to bear a few facts in mind. First of all, Government manage 
the estates not on political ground but in the interest of the proprietors. 
That is ’the first point that my honourable friend should remember. 
So, it is extremely difficult for Government to make appointments 
entirely on political grounds, although I do not for a moment suggest 
that Government should not look to the interests of different commu- 
nities. If a particular estate seeks the protection of Government, 
certainly it cannot afford to ignore the policy followed bv Government 
regarding public services and in making appointments the estate 
should try to follow the Government rules as far as practicable. 

. B&bu KSHETRA NATH SINCHAs May I ask whether, the* 
Hon’ble Minister is aware that there is a convention in the estate of 
the Maharaja of Cbasimbazar? 
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It* Hon’Wi Sir BUOY PRASAD SI»|CH pOY: Sir, I am act 
going to give way. Government have already decided that in the 
matter of appointments in the Court of Wards also the communal 
ratio formula should be followed as far as possible. I say as far 
as possible Ijecause it is not always practicable to follow it strictly. 
For instance, there are no cadres in the Court of Wards serviced. A 
particular estate may have only one or two superior officers and half 
a dozen clerks. There is no room for promotion. There is no question 
of lower or upper grade services. So all the rules and procedure that*- 
may be followed in Government services cannot be given effect to in 
the limited sphere of the Court of Wards appointments. (Babu 
Kshbtra Nath Singha: Our case is a hopeless one.) Another question 
also arises in this connection, namely, the estate officers may have to 
look to the religious performances of the proprietors. Ta* a Muslim 
estate naturally a Muslim officer would be more suitable to supervise 
and look after the religious peformunees of the family. Similarly, 
in u Hindu estate a Hindu officer will be more suitable to supervise 
and look after the religious ceremonies of the proprietor. It is, 
therefore, almost impossible strictly to give effect to the comitiunal 
ratio rules in Court of Wards services. Bui Government have already 
decided and they are going to issue instructions that the communal 
ratio formulu should be given effect to as far as possible and should 
be followed in the interests of all communities — Hindus and Muslims — 
and amongst the Hindus I include the Scheduled Castes. My friend 
Mr. Kshetra Nuth Singha has said that 1, as Revenue Minister, look 
to the interests of my community. Then* is no such thing as my 
community and his community, because 1 have always thought that 
be belongs to nty community and I Indong to his community. He 
wants to raise a barrier, but 1 refuse to recognise that harrier. My 
friend should have no apprehension that the interest of the Scheduled 
Castes are going to be ignored at the hands of the Revenue Depart- 
ment. Government are going to do their best and will see that all 
communities — Hindus and Muslims — do get a fair chance in the matter 
of appointments under the Court of Wards. 

Sir, regarding the point raised by my friend Maulvi Gholam 
Sarwar Hossaini, namely, that ahwaht are realized by certain land- 
lords, if he will bring specific instances to my notice I slialDbe glad 
to order an enquiry into those cases. 

Mr. Aulad Hossain Khan drew the attention of the lloOse to the 
qrifation of realisation of transfer fees by landlords in respect of 
holdings which ware sold before 1925. On this point Government 
were advise^ by their law officers that the existing law was clear ♦ 
enough. But f* a give him an assurance that I shall have the matter 
more carefully examined and if necessary Government will not 
hesitate to bring in an amendment of the Act on that particular point. • 
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* *Mr. Abdul Majid ma# certain suggestions regarding the repair- 
ing of embankments. Gt&rnment have, as I stated in my opening 
speech, appointed a specal officer to frame a programme of khas mahal 
improvements and we are going to issue instructions to him so that be 
m|ght look into the problems of Noakhali, specially with regard to the 
repairing of embankments. 


As regards Mr. Stuart’s recommendations that land should be 
settled only with bona fide cultivators and not with middlemen, we 
have already issued instructions that land should be settled only with 
bona fide cultivators. With regard to his suggestion t^mt people who 
have suffered from erosion in Noakhali and have consequently lost 
their lands should be granted settlement of land on a nominal mlami } 1 
have already requested the Collector to go into the question. If 
Government tenants in khas mahal estates have lost their lands they 
have a claim on Government and 1 am sure Government will not 
hesitate to treat them generously. 

Now I come to the question of the shifting of Noakhali town. This 
is a problem which bristles with difficulties. The House may remember 
that a Committee was appointed to go into the whole question about 
two years ago. The Committee made certain recommendations. The 
cost was estimated to l>e something like Us. <‘i2 lakhs, but the revised 
estimate has gone up to 11s. 40 lakhs. So, the linn 'hie Mr. Sulim* 
wardy, Finance Minister, and myself propose to visit Noakhali 
immediately after the session of the legislature is o\er to have local 
inspection in order to come to a decision. You will realise, Sir, that 
it is not jsissible for Government to commit themselves to a particular 
course of action w ithout a very careful examination of the problem 
involving such a heavy expenditure as Its. 40 lakhs. T fully realise 
the difficulty of the people of the town. My sympathies are with 
Mr. Abdul Majid and the (itizens of Noakhali, but it is not jwwwible 
|or Government to come to a decision immediately. 

Sir, I may las£ of al^ refer to the remarks of Mr. Abdul Wahed 
B&kainflgari. He made certain allegations to the effect that Govern- 
ment are not sympathetic to tenants and that they show’ only lip 
sympathy. Sir, 1 only wish that b<r had emulated Government in this 
respect and instead of trying to deprive his neighbours of their holding# 
and tryfbg to grab their land with the Sell) of landlords, he had been 
equally %njpa^etic to his neighbours as government are to them 

Mr. EYED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: Sir, this i* a uerw&al 
.reflection on the honourable member. 


• Mf. BARTOSH KUMAR BASU ! Mr. Deputy SpeJIer, Sir, I think 
a serous notice ought to be taken of the statement just now made by 
the Hon'ble Minister and he should be asked to explain what he 

m 1 
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actually meant when he said “instead of tmdng Jo grab the holdings 
of his neighbours, if he had been more sympathetic something would 
have happened”; if that is the statement that he has made, I think, 
it does require some amount of explanation as to whether it was 
intended personally for the honourable member himself. 

Ths Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I have 
stated certain facts and I am sure the honourable member will appro- 
ciate what I have said. These are home truths but they need not 
perturb the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: The Hon'ble Minister evidently 
sticks to the statement that he made and this he reiterates by saying 
that these are home truths. Sir, if it is not in a figu^tive sense 
that he made use of this expression — if that be so — and the Hon’ble 
Minister still sticks to it, 1 think the honourable member referred 
to can certainly raise it as a question of privilege. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If you want to raise a question of 
privilege, you are at liberty to do so. Hut, I think, it was used in a 
figurative sense. 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU: If that he so, 1 have absolutely 
no quarrel with the Hon’ble Minister. But the Hon’ble Minister still 
sticks to his statement and reiterates it by saying that these are 
home truths. So, Sir, there is some amount of divergence lietween 
his statement and your interpretation of it. 

The HonWW BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I thought my 
friend, Mr. Basu, had more sense of humour than he has displayed 
to-night ! 

0 * 

Mr. BANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir. I fail to revise how the 
question of humour comes in when the question of grabbing has been 
raised. , 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: Sir, «ret tun fcsralts um u*strq hr 
t.mwt wht •tnrfr =tn* to cron «nf* ora Sw tea ttfit 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Since the Hon’bl# MfauW haa 
said it humorously, I think Mr. Basu should take it as suck. 

Sir Bijoy, kaie you finished or have you got anything more to 
say? * \ 

'•Sit 1 i 

Th. Hon’We Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, I ban 
nothing more to add. I hope the Houae will pan* the main demaLn'd. » 
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. The motion of ^laulvf Abu Hossain Sarkar that the demand of 
Ra. 28,08,000 under the head ‘*7 — Land Revenue* * he reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Giasuddin Ahmad that the demand of 
R*. 28,08,000 under the head 4 *7 — Land Revenue** be reduced by 
RsTiOO, was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


am-41. 


,am>i wa **, iMifi. 

kba Maftftala tirkar, Maalvl. 
AMI Fan, Mr. Mi. 

Alan HUM, Mr. Iy*t. 
AiMM AbaMi, Mr. 

•aaarjl. Mr. P. 

■aavrjftft, Mr. Praa^ba Hath. 
Aar at t, AaM Prapbarl. 

Aaraift, Mr. PaipaJK. 

Bsraifta, Aaba Ikjraaft Pravai. 
••ft*. Mr. laatMk Km mar. 
Akvaa, AaM Lafcihait Rarayaa. 
■kvaa, Hr. tunaira Nath. 
Obaaibari, Kai H attain Rath. 
Da«, AaM Mabiai Ohaaira. 

Daft, Mf. Mftflaifthftft. 

Dalai, Hr. Haraaira Rath. 

E at baba I Hapa*, Kftxi. 

A Mm, Hr. Atal Krfchaa. 
•laftaiila Aha»«i, Mr. 
flapt*. Mr. iftfftah. Ohaaira. 


Rapt a, Mr. 4. R. 

Maftaa AH Obavihary, Mr. Oyai. 
baaab All MaJ* attar, Maalvl. 
Kaaia, Mr. RfcbRba Rath. 

Male, Mr. Rikaaja Athart 
Majvattar, Mra. Nvaiaprava. 
Maabal, Air. AmrKa Lai. 

MaHIftk, Arijal Albatob. 

Raaibcr All, Mr. lyvb. 

Pramaaift, Hr. Tartakhara*. 
Raailxabbla Afcaifti, Mr. 

Rfty, Mr. Ohara Ohaaira. 

Ray, Mr. Kaiaaihrkhaa. 

Ray, Mr. Klraa laakar. 

Ray, Mr. Kkbarl Ptti. 

Roy, Mr. Maaaiatka hath. 
Ikaaaabbia Akaifti, Mr. M. 
Hatha, AaM KaMtra Rath. 
•Inha, Irijat MaalairaJ Ahaaaa. 
Waliur Rahaiaa, MbmIvI. 


Abbal Aik , Maulaaa Mi. 

Abiol Mail. Mr. Mina. 

Abiol Mail, Mr. Mia. 

Abbal M aba« ai, Mr. 

Abbal Mabiai Vikrampari, Maalvl Mi. 
AMal HaaiM, fir. A. M. 

Abial ttaaiM Ibab, Maalvl. 

Abial Kabftf, Mr. (allaa Lai Maab). 
AbiofMajli, Mr. tyk. 

Abial Wabab Kbaa, Mr. 

Abbar Rabnaa, Kbaa Rababer A. f. M. 


Abiar R aftbyi , Maalvl Mb. 

Abbar Roar, Kbaa Oablb Maalvl • 
Abiar Raal, Kbaa Aabatfar Ibab. 
Abiar Raasak, MaatvL 
AMw tbabaai, Maalvl Mi. 


Aftab AH, Mr. 

AbaMi All Mrtiba, Mabtrt. 
AAaMi Mbftftba, Rr, 


AaOavbab. Kbaa tab* MaatvL 
AA* Afl Mia, Maalvl Mi. 

Amnrt Altai, Kbaa Ra baia r Mi. 


AaRfr AR, MaatvL 
IMwiMiL Mr. Hfai. 

tb lp p i af., Mr. CM. 

“LA. 


MOEI I7. 

Daft, Mr. Aaakal Ohaaira. 

Dai, R ai iahife KirR Ahaiaa. 

Farhat Raia Chawthary, Mr. M. 

Failul Hat, th« Haa’kk Mr. A. K. 

Failul Qaailr, Khan Aabflar Maalvl. 

Faxlur Rahaiaa, Mr. (Da«fta). 

FftUar Rahaiaa, Mr. IMyaiftatlafh). 

Aaaiaa, Mr. t. A. 

ArMithi, Mr. 6. 

MaMbaHah, tin Maa'bk Hawab Aabaiar K., at 
Daiftft. 

Haixabblft Obaaibari, Maalvl. 

Haabtai AH Kbaa, Kbaa Aabaiar Maalvl. 
MakaaUy baaiabar, Kbaa OaMb Maalvl. 
Navkiagi, Mr. R. i. 

Nayvraai, Mr. Rft(ftrft. 
w Haairy, Mr. Davit. 

HHImL Mr. M. A. F. 
lift* AbaMi Mia, Maalvl. 

v *t «a»* AH Mina, Oablbaaia Kawaa tab lyai. 
Ritnbthi AbaMi, MaatvL 


Maabal. Mr.*** 
Mariaita, Mr. F. i. 


MabaaiaMi A MM, Kbaa OaMb Maalvl tyii. 
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MtfteMlM HM'ito Mr. MHunkt §tk»ry. 


MMtafavtM Mr. Ifrt. 

R»ky, H# I’M# Maktraja Srtwkinira, af 
BniiivkW' 

Raaarallak, Mawakiaka K. 

RaalaukkJa, tkt Haa'Wa Kkwaja Hr, K.C.I.f . 
Aartaa, Mr. H. R. 

Rafkat, tka HanMa Mr. Fraaanaa Oak. 

Ray, tka Maa’kia Hr Bijay Pratak Hajk. 

Ray, Mr. Patlrjai. 

•akaka Aluat, Mr. lyak. 
takarvkkln Akaiak, Mr. 
laliai, Mr. I. A. 

•aaaallak, Ai-HaJ Maalaaa Or. 


[18th Mar. 

•arkar, |rt« Makfcamkaa. 

Strajal I at am, Mrf 
SkakakaMfa, Mr. Kkarala, C.B.E. 
f kaauakkla Akaiak Kkaakkar, Mr. 

Hrkar, Baka Utta Maaka. 
takrawarky, tka Maa'kfa Mr. M. t. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

TaaUaokkia Kkaa, tka Haa'kla Mr. ^ 

Tafal Akaiak Ckaakkary, Maalvi Hajl. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Warkswartk, Mr. W. 0. 

Yaaaf Alt Ckaakkary, Mr. 

Zakar Akaiak Okaakkary, MaalvL. 


The Ayes being 41 and ihe Noes 87, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Mr. Maqbul Hossuin that the demand of Its. 28,08,000 
under the head “7 — Land Revenue" be reduced by Rs. 1 Op, waB then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Kshetra Nath Singha that the demand of 
Rs. 28,08,000 under the head “7 — Land Revenue" he reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar that the demand of 
Rs. 28,08,000 under the head "7 — Land Revenue” be reduced by 
Rb. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Manmatha Nath lt<>\ that the demand of 
Rs. 28,08.000 under the head “7 —Land Revenue" be reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Hi joy Prasad Singh Roy that a sum 
of Us. 28,08,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “7 — l>and 
Revenue" was put and agreed to. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 2,00,000 he granted ,for expendituie under the head 
“54 — Famine." 

o 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mr. Dcpun Spoakei. Sir, 1 beg 
to move on behalf of Mr. Huripada Fhattopadliv aya that the demand 
of Rs. 2,00,000 under the head **$4 — Famine" be reduced by Ra. 100. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it is a most unpleasant part of my duty 
to criticise a demand put forward by the Hon’ble fifr Bijoy Prasad 
Singh Roy for various reasons. If any demand deserves unequivocal 
condemnation, J think, it is this demand which will occupy the moat 
prominent place. When during the last famine when all Bengal w*a 
inundated and when individual members of different distriote 
approached the Hon’ble Minister and put forward their demands And 
narrated the whole story, what was the response from the sidc^of the 
Government? Mr, Deputy Speaker, Sir, it will not be out of place if* 
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I go a bit into the past history of this Famine Insurance Fund which 
before the year 1920, was under the jurisdiction of the Central Gov- 
ernment and at that time the Finance Insurance Fund was wholly 
mismanaged and the money was misused for the purpose of military 
expenditure even. The records of those days are written in the moat 
blackest possible language in the annals of the history of India. But 
so far as we are concerned at the present moment, we have nothing 
to do with the past, but we cannot forget the fundamental demand of 
’'the citizens of Bengal when they are ill-treated, when they are treated 
most callously, simply localise a famine happens und jieople in distress 
approach the (Jo\ eminent for help. The zulum and the callousness of 
the police officers is proverbial in Bengal, but if 1 refer to the callous- 
ness of the Circle Officers and other officers deputed for the purpose of 
giving lelief to the famine-stricken people, I think it will be no 
exaggeration to say that these officers treat these famine-stricken 
peasants as if they were criminals, as if they were objects of charity. 

I know that from distant villages Muhammadan and Hindu peasants 
alike — my Muhammadan friends should remember that they consisted 
•of both Muhammadans and Hindus— approached the Circle Officers and 
the callousness with which they weie treated was very objectionable. 
Tbe very attitude of these officers is insulting to humanity. The 
Government ought to remember that the Famine Insurance Fund has 
been created by the premium in the shape of revenue by those j>oor 
peasants. It is their money, it is their revenue that has built up that 
Famine Insurance Fund and after an interval of five, ten or fifteen 
years when the fumine comes in the country and when these innocent 
peasants approach the Circle Officers, or the Subdivisinuul Officers or 
the District Magistrates for help they are heated like eats and dogs as 
if those District Magistrates, those Subdivisional Officers, those Circle 
Officers are giving this money by wav of charity from their own 
personal pockets. I think all the members of this House without any 
distinction whatsoever will bear me out in regard to the way in which 
the girls, mothers and sisters from different villages went to the centres 
to receive the doles were treated by -the Circle In'sjiectois and other 
officers deputed by Government. This very uttitude, this very neglect 
must be changed if the Government want to declare themselves as 
popular Government. 

Then, Sir, I would like to draw the attention of the Hon Mile 
Minister in charge to another fact. We know that every Government 
has its limitations. We know that our resources are also limited, but 
what i fi the good of making official attempts always to hush up bard 
facts which are predominating before the eves of the public? 

# 

There arc many reports about people dying oi starvation from the 
distii As of Jessor^, Barisai and other districts as wall, and I would 
like to drau the attention of the Hon’ble Miifister to this fact. With 
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full sense •*! responsibility wg realise, that Government have not got 
any talisman in their pockets and that they have not enough resources 
ly which they catl remove all the grievances of the province, * • • 
* * * There is a Government report in which Government acknQW- 

Jedged the fact, if I am entitled to say so, that the population of j&ople 
affected by famine in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa was 1 crore and 70 lakhs, 
and the money spent for relief nf the people so affected was 8 crores of 
rupees. 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: What is the date? 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: 1873-74, Sir I would like to 
draw attention to the fact that in that report Government admitted 
the numlier of people affected by famine, the number of deaths due to 
starvation and the amount spent by Government. * * * * * 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: On a point of 
order, Sir. Is the honourable member entitled to make such vague 
allegations ngninst*Government as procuring evidence and all that? 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: 1 will give him a fitting reply. I 
am in the know of things. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: In course of supplementary 
questions so many incidents have been exposed. * ♦ * * * 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That portion will be expunged from 
the proceedings. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: Since my time is up, with these 
few words 1 wish to commend the cut motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, I am a cut and dried sort of 
man. I do not say what I do not mean. I feel in my heart of 
hearts 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr. Mridha, I have already ordered 
the expungement of that portion. You need not refer to that. 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: All right, Sir. I must confine 
myself to 'what are the bare facts in connection with the activities of 
the Government during the last floods in fourteen districts of Bengal. 
I myself took interest in moving the Hon’ble Minister on occasions 
more than one hundred and I took interest in seeing the District. 
Magistrate; the Subdivision al Officers and Circle Officers, and I had 
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been in touch with the people of mv subdivision and with many people 
of the three qther subdivisions of my district. My district was in the 
greatest difficulties Ivecause there was severe damage to the crop which 
severely told upon the economic; condition of the people. Really the 
peo%le — many of them, a very large j»ercentage — had to go without 
food for some time. Of course, that was the condition. But Govern- 
ment was not indifferent to this condition of the people, and I can 
assure the honourable members of this House that Sir Bijoy was all 
sympathy — always and every moment. Whenever we approached him, 
he assured us to give relief to the people. (Loud applause from the 
Coalition benches.) It is true that the administrative authorities here 
and there were not so enthusiastic over doing good to our |>eople v but 
it is not the creation of the present Government but of the past and 
is still continuing here and there. Of course we have got our grievances 
here and there, but it is not the fault of the present Government. 
They have made every effort to give relief to the distressed people and 
always directions were given by the Government to be carried out in 
mufassul by all the District Officers in the districts— at district head- 
■ quarters, and in the subdivisions and also by Circle Officers. I know 
fully well that whenever any question came up before Sir Bijoy, he 
took the matter very sympathetically. I can also assure the honourable 
memlMirs that the village j»eople who had never had the occlusion to 
approach a Government member— even this Sir Bijoy was not approach- 
able five years back — in my own rlafai these people came to see Sir 
Bijoy who gave them interview's, mude heart to heart talk with them 
and heard everything from their mouth. I again tell you, Sir, that 
he not only told them good words but he also translated his words into 
action. Even something more was done. He called in the District 
Magistrates of all the distressed districts, he called in the Divisional 
Commissioners concerned, held conferences and made deliberations 
with them; and then he framed schemes and plans for action. A 
machinery was set up and by the efforts of a number of members of 
the Legislature, along with the District Officers and the Divisional 
Commissioners concerned, all things were settled easily and action was 
taken. Gratuitous relief was given to the distressed {ample, test relief 
work was undertaken and agricultural loans also were distributed. Of 
course, we may say many things, but ultimately we really see our people 
anyhow tided over the difficulties — nobody died of hunger, nobody died 
of starvation. I have a good appreciation to give to this Government 
because I know fully well that they were sincerely working for giving 
relief to the flood and famine-stricken {>eoplck, I say this with authority 
because I have seen and known much more than many other member* 
oh this House who live in town. You may call me a rustic, but I say 
that I will Always live among my own people ; I do not live in a town. 

J live in the village, I go into the village, I work in the village; th* 
other day even — I mean the day before yesterday — I was in the villas. 
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Ho I have the oj>}>ort unity to know all these things personally. Gov- 
ernment cannot expect to he lavish in the mattefr of giving relief. 
Government cannot, give food to the people, they can only give them 
a start in life, so that they can find some work and can find some 
money just to begin that work. (Loud applause from the CoaLtion 
benches.) That was the essential necessity and that was done actually. 
So the honourable members of the Opposition can have nothing to 
say either against Sir* Bijoy or against the Government. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, I really 
regret that my honourable friend, the mover of the motion, tried to 
speak in a spirit of carping criticism rather than that of appreciation 
of the difficulties of Government in tackling the distress which spread 
over fifteen districts of Bengal in 1988-110. 

The grant of Ks. ‘2 lakhs for famine relief covers three items, 
namely, Its. 20,000 for gratuitous relief, Its. 1,78,000 for test relief 
work and Its. 2,000 for establishment in connection with famine relief. 
These are the details of the Ks. 2 lakh demand. 

Whenever it has been nccessarv to spend more mone\ , Government 
have met the situation by a supplementary demand or have spent the 
money and have then come up before the Legislature for regularising 
the e\|>cndilure, and thev projsise to do so on this occasion also, if 
necessary. 1 hope, however, that it will not l>e necessary to spend a 
large amount on famine relief as we had to do in JJK18-89. 

As regards 1 he allegation made by the honourable member ironi 
dessote that there were cases of starvation and Government concocted 
evidence and tried to hush up eases of death due to starvation, Sir, 
the honourable meniW attempted to move, if I remember correctly, 
adjournment motions on more than one occasion in this House on that 
ground, but he could not succeed. The distress continued for over 
a year and there was a large number of questions in the Assembly, 
but nobody could prove that there was a single instance wlnre any 
person died of starvation and Government do definitely claim the credit 
of preventing death due to starvation. Government appointed com- 
mittees— district committees, suhdivisiqpal committees, union com* 
mittees, and even village committees — for the distribution of relief and 
they got full co-operation of the non-officials, the machinery set up by 
Government did work satisfactorily. In fact, it would not have been 
possible to manage the relief work and tackle the situation without 
the (pdp and co-operation of the public. Against Government officers 
the honourable member made certain very uncharitable remarks. Ha 
alleged that the Subdi visional Officers and the Circle Officers treated 
the people in distress with unkindness. Sir, so far as my information 
goes, — I should say inv personal knowledge goes,*— the officers did 
work wonderfully well. ^In fact, they do deserve our thanks and 
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gratitude. The Commissioners of Divisions, the District Magistrates, 
the Subdivision*! Officers and the Circle Officers, all did their best to 
tackle the situation and there was not a single instance where Govern- 
ment found any reasonable officer not prepared to do what he should 
ha\^%lone under the circumstances. Sir, with these few words I 
oppose the out motion and 1 hope the honourable members will pasa 
the demand which I have placed before the House. 

^ The motion moved by Mr. Atul Krishna Ghosa that the demand of 
Rs. 2,00,000 under the head “'4 — Famine” 1 h» reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of the llon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that a sum 
of Rs. 2,00,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”54 — 
Famine” was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

It being 8-12 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 10th March, 
1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding! of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

<L 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuteday, 
the 19th March, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ible Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, c.i.».) 
in the Chair, 10 Hon’ible Ministers and 197 members. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(to which the answer was laid on the table) 

Irrigation and agricultural development of the villages of Dhalai and 

Farhadabad. 

115A* Dr. 8ANAULLAH : (a) With reference to the reply given 

to starred question No. 190 on the 25th August, 1938, will the Hon ’tide 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department foe 
pleased to state whether any revised scheme has been received from 
Maulvi Nabidur Rahman, ill., Secretary of the Dhalai-Farhadafoad 
Co-operative Irrigation Society in the district of Chittagong, regarding 
the irrigation and agricultural development of the villages Dhalai and 
Farhadabad ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what other steps the Government propose tfo take in 
connection with the said scheme? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Hon’ble Minwter recently visited Chittagong 
accompanied by the Chief Engineer and other officers of the Irrigation 
Department in connection with this matter? 


MINISTER in oharge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (tha Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Cotstiii’ 
bazar): (a) and (b) The Collector has received a petition from *the 
gentleman named and is making inquiries. 

V 

(c) I do not think thfet I visited the villages mentioned. 
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XVII, eto.— Irrigation. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cotsimbazar: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, on the recommendation of XI is Excellency the 
governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 31,80,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the heads ”XVII — Irrigation— Working Expenses,” 
”18 — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordinary Revenues,” 
”18(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine Insurance 
Fund,” ”19 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and 
Drainage Works — 11 — Financed from Ordinary Revenues” and 
”68 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
Works not charged to Revenues.’* With the amount provided on 
account of charged expenditure the total budget under these heads is 
Rs. 35,34,000. The amount provided in the current year’s budget was 
Its. 38,02,000 but that included Rs. 2,30,000 as a grant-in-aid for the 
Waterways Hoard, for which no provision is being made for the coining 
year. Then in the budget for 11139-40 a sum ot Rs. 1,71, (MX) was 
provided on the expenditure side, for minor flushing and drainage 
schemes and the improvement of village communications and existing 
waterways, against an equivalent receipt from the Government of India’s 
grant and local contributions. If these two sums are deducted from 
the total of the current year’s budget, we get the sum of Rs. 33, 81, (XX). 
In the coming year the amount budgeted for as receipt on account of, 
and expenditure on, what we may call Government of India grant 
schemes, is Rs. 58, (XX). When that is deducted from the budget now 
before the House the total is Rs. 34,76,000 or Rs. 95, (KM) more than 
last year. 

Sir, a year ago I laid emphasis on the complexity and seriousness of 
the problems which this department is called upon to solve, and 
endeavoured to explain the comprehensive policy which had been 
framed by me in full consultation with recognised experts in the field. 
I think I need not repeat that this comprehensive policy has taken full 
note of the regional needs o£ western, central, northern and eastern 
Bengal, and that important spadework has been undertaken in 
furtherance of the policy adumbrated. 

Sir, I submit that we have followed up this jmlicy during the 
current year having regard to the time required for the collection of 
data, careful investigation and the limitations imposed by considerations 
of finance and more particularly the abnormal situation recently created 
by* the war. Plans have been made to expand the department and 
reorganise it so that it may be able to cope with the immense magnitude 
of the work involved, efficiently and at the same time expeditiously. I 
told the House last year that this reorganiiation scheme was given 
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effect to on a temporary basis as an experimental measure. In the 
grant which the House is beii/g asked to make, provision has been made 
for reorganisation of the Irrigation Department on a permanent basis. 
Members interested might like to see two maps, which will be left on ' 
the Library Table for a few days showing the old and new organisations. 
It will be noticed that this reorganisation makes ample provision for 
the needs of the regional divisions of the province. I may also tell the 
House that a further specialised division is under consideration which 
will cater to the interests of south-east Bengal. 


Another task on which the department lias been engaged during the 
last two years or so has been the examination of lists of small schemes 
received from district officers, local authorities and others. These lists 
have -been received in response to a call which I made shortly after 
assuming office, to enable me to get an idea of the number and nature 
of projects of local interest, so that those which were found to fee 
technically and financially feasible could he taken up in due course as 
funds permit. Lists of these small schemes, arranged district by 
district, have now been prepared and 1 am arranging to have them 
published with brief comments by my technical officers. There are 
already no less than H70 schemes in the list, a figure which will give 
the House some idea of the magnitude of the ta^k involved and the 
keenness of the demand for ameliorative measures against the present 
unsatisfactory conditions as regards drainage, public health, produc- 
tivity of the soil, navigation facilities, etc. I shall have more to say 
about these schemes when 1 referred the features of the 1940-41 budget. 


Sir, in my last Budget speech 1 had an occasion to explain to the 
House the need of having inter-provincial Hirer Commissions for the 
conservancy of the three main sources of perennial water-supply, viz., 
the Ganges, the Brahmaputra and the Mcglma I think I need not stress 
the point that any satisfactory solution of the Hood problem or the 
problem of the deterioration of the spill channels is not possible unless 
and until inter-provincial machineries are put into working, co- 
ordinating the different policies towards the Ganges-BrahiYiaputra- 
Meghna systems followed by the provinces through which they pass. 
Last year I mentioned that we had made satisfactory progress in this 
regard, and that the Governments of the Vnited Provinces and Bihar 
had agreed, in principle, to the constitution of a Ganges River Com- 
mission to deal with all matters relating to the conservancy of this 
river system. It is unfortunate that the upstream provinces do not 
appear to feel a* keenly as we do in this important matter and that the 
constitution of this Commission is being delayed as a result. I do not 
propose to ’strike a note of pessimism in this respect, but I think I can 
assure the House that we shall spare no. pains in getting the Commis- 
sion constituted amicably as early as possible. I also hope that there 
w;ill be no occasion to appeal to the relevant sections "of the Government 
of India Act in this important regard. 
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•Ih this connection^ Sir, ¥ may mention that we have also asked the 
government of Assam to agree to the constitution of a similar Com- 
aaiaeion for the Brahmaputra and the Meghna rivers, and I am glad 
to be able to inform the House that our projmsal has been accepted 
in principle. T am now taking necessary steps for the formation of a 
committee who will be entrusted with the duty of drawing up the 
necessary constitution and will discharge, as far as possible, the 
Functions of the Commission till it is duly constituted. 

s As part of the preparation for our long term, large scale, attack on 
the major problem which confronts the province, we have during the 
past year examined in some detail a scheme to which I referred a year 
Ago — the establishment of a ltiver Research Institute, where the depart- 
ment eould test the soundness of their proposals by means of models 
before asking the tax-payer to commit himself to heavy expenditure 
)n carrying these proposals into effect. In preparing this scheme we 
bad the assistance of an expert whose services the Government of the 
Pun jail) placed at our disposal, and I should like to ex press our 
Appreciation of the kindness of that Government in co-operating with 
us in this way. Unfortunately financial stringency has made it 
Impossible for us to ask the House, as we had hoped to ask them, for 
a grant which would have made it possible to start the institute next 
vear. 

1 should like to mention too that grind progress has been made on 
the planning of the More and Darakeswar projects, and that the 
ITooghly-lIowrah Flushing Scheme has been submitted to us by our 
expert'll it is my fervent hope that I shall within a few months be in a 
position to ask the Houto for their general approval of that scheme. 

In this review of our activities I have dealt with what we ma\ cull 
the preparation* for our big offensive, the framing of our strategic 
plans; and the marshalling of our forces. There is naturally nothing 
spectacular to show’ for all these preparations; nor can we point to 
enormously swollen budgets as a proof of extensive and intensive work 
!>ehmd ^lie lines. But during these last three years there have been 
some tactical engagements, preliminary skirmishes, affairs of outposts, 
and considerable reconnaissance. Reconnaissance there has been not 
only metaphorically but literally, for contour surveys of large tracts 
of country have been made or are now in progress: — 

1.000 square miles between the Ganges, the Jalaugi and the 
Bhagirathi. 

2.000 odd square miles between the Bhagirathi and the Ajoy and 

the highland on the west. . 

• 1,200 square miles between the Ajoy and the Damodar and between 
the Damodar and the Hooghly. 

70?1 square milds between the Damodar and the Darakeswar. 
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4,720 square miles and more in the ^brtherp portions of Barafcat 
and Basirhat subdivisions, the whole of Nadia and the northern and 
western portions of Jessore. A part of Rajbari will also be surveyed 
*ith a view to “investigating the feasibility of resuscitating the 
* Chandana. 

Ihe general object of these surveys is to obtain information.^ The 
information which we want is a collection of facts on the basis of 
which my advisers can formulate schemes for flushing decadent areas. 
The contour survey of central Bengal is intended to lead up to e 
flushing scheme, by the resuscitation of moribund spill channels and 
the diversion through them of a substantial portion ot tile flood waters 
of the Ganges. 

A skeleton scheme for the area lying between the Bhagirathi and 
the Jalangi rivers of which the contour maps are ready has been 
prepared and the prejiaration of a scheme for the rest of the area will 
he taken up as soon as the survey is completed. 

Among the projects which have been taken up I may mention (1) the 
Bhairab project, Jessore, (2) the Satkhira Khal re-excavation scheme, 
Khulna, (3) flood protection on the right bank of the Damodar river. 
Burdwnn, (4) excavation and repairs to Khaiibani bund, Midnapore 
(5) R.ii.ju Bund scheme, Malda, «i) flushing the Bhatui river Nadia’ 
(7) re-excavation of Jnliabari Khal, Faridpur, (S) re-excavation of the 
Saldu Hi I Khal, Dac ca. All these works except the Bhairab project, 
the Hood protection scheme and the Bhatui scheme will be completed! 
we expect, during the financial year. As regards the Bhairab the 
construction work proper is likely to be completed before the next 
monsoon. Other works taken up and now in progress will be found 
enumerated in Appendix A in this department’s budget ipages 2(1 to 32 
in the Pink Hook). r 

. With regard to the Government of India grant the House msv be 
interested to know that 2f>9 schemes of village communications includ- 
ing waterways have been financed therefrom during the last three years 
Most of these have been completed. Sixteen minor drainrge and 
flushing schemes financed in that way have been completed, 10 are in 
progress and 4 are waiting to be taken up. 

Turning Sir now to the new works which have been included in 
the budget for the coming year, I feel that none of these need any 
special commendation from me and the House will not be reluctant to 
authorise the proposed expenditure for these projects. I have already 
mentioned the inject of contour surveys and so I do not propose to take 
the time of the House to make any detailed reference to the works taken 
in hand. An important extension of the work ia.the survey whioh we 
propose to make in northern Bengal in the coming year There Has 

i"? , for ‘ lon ? tim * “ , in * i9teDt lor the improvement el 

lolly a Nulla; the scheme included in the budget aim* at relieving thtf 
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•cute* drainage congestion of t^e Panchannagram area and at facilitating 
boat traffic in the channel. The Aurora Khal scheme wifi benefit an 
area of 36 square miles in the Arambagh subdivision Hooghly 

district which at present suffers severely from in adequate facilities for* 
fdrainage, and is much affected by the floods of the Damodar river ' 
spiffing freely over its right bank. The main object of the Bhedra Bil 
achemh in Rajshahi is to drain the Bhedra Bil, and it should also 
improve the drainage of the low area served by the Narode river. The 
District Board of Rajshahi has promised to contribute Rs. 12,000 
towards the cost of this scheme which is estimated at Rs. 30,453. The 
scheme for the reclamation of the silted up Madhumati river from 
Babuganj to Gora Nalua in the Khulna district (otherwise known as 
the Chitalinari scheme) is intended to improve the sanitary, drainage, 
agricultural and navigation conditions of the area served by the khal. 

I regret that the schemes which my department made ready for 
draining the Ghuni Jatragachi area in the 24-Pargaiwis, the improve- 
•ment of Beinorta Khal in Khulna, the Karnapura Khal in Dacca and 
the re-excavation of a channel from Surjamoni to Khalisakota, Barisal, 
have had to wait for better times. But even with the postponement of 
these schemes the total provision for new works and works in progress 
in next year’s budget is Rs. 5,23,000 as against Rs. 4,00,000 in the 
budget for the current year. 

In addition to that sum of Rs. 5,23,000 there is a further Rs. 50,000 
which it is proposed to provide for grants-in-aid for local authorities 
entrusted with the execution of comparatively small schemes of local 
importance. I feel sure that the House will want me to explain this 
provision in some detail. I have already referred to the mass of 
projects of local interest which have been brought to our notice as the 
result of our reference to district officers and district boards. A 
provincial organisation responsible to a Minister who in turn is respon- 
sible to the Legislature is inevitably slow and ponderous in its move- 
ments; it has overhead charges too and it is at a disadvantage in dealing 
witff local labour and exploiting local enthusiasm. Moreover, there is 
a dange* that the preoccupation of a provincial organisation with 
innumerable projects of little or no provincial interest will distract its 
attention, and the attention -of Government and the Legislature, from 
the major problems which are of vital interest to the province as a 
whole. 


Ouj view then is that the responsibility for the initiation, prepara- 
tion and execution of small schemes relating to irrigation and drainage 
should rest with district boards. To ensure that schemes so under- 
taken d(o not conflict with the general policy of Government and to 
enable boards to get ^ expert advice it has been proposed that they 
should be approved generally by the local Executive Engineer of th# 
•Irrigation Branch. It is realised that district board engineering stalls 
do not* ordinarily include personnel who have had any experience of 
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irrigation work ani that it would prolba&ty be^necesBary for a board 
which was j^pared to carry out an extensive programme, to have the 
whole-time ieffices of an officer not below the Auk of overseer whe 
>had been adeqWlely trained in and placed at its disposal by the 
Irrigation Department. It is also realised that many district board« 
are not likely to undertake further responsibilities than those wwhicli 
have hitherto devolved on them without some augmentation of the 
funds now at their disposal. It has therefore been suggested that the 
initial cost of any schemes executed by a district board should be met 
to the extent of two-thirds from provincial revenues, the balance being 
met from the board’s funds or l<$al contributions, and the maintenance 
charges would have to be paid by the board. 

As this is a matter which vitally concerns the district boards, we 
are at present waiting for their views. Honourable members will find 
that the proposed grant is only on an experimental measure, as the first 
steps towards decentralisation of minor irrigation schemes of purely 
local importance. The idea behind this scheme, as 1 have already 
explained, is that the new system should grow naturally, expanding 
under the watchful eye of the Legislature, as local bodies obtain more 
experience, and as more resources become available. 

Sir, 1 trust what 1 have said has given the House the information 
which it desires to have when considering the demand for Irrigation 
during the coining year. As 1 said last year, I claim no spectacular 
results; but I submit that we have followed up the outlines of a com- 
prehensive policy energetically though cautiously against tremendous 
odds and 1 feel fairly optimistic about the future. 

With these words, Sir, l invite criticisms from my honourable 
friendH, and 1 trust I shall he able to satisfy them in my reply. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sn, may 1 draw your attention 
to a circular letter placed on oin tabic — 1 mean circular letter 
No, 62(250 )L. A.. dated the 19th March, from the Secretary, accompany- 
ing which there is a copy of a letter from the Home (Police) Depart- 
ment, No. 605(2)1*1. I submit that this is rather irregular 1 for your 
department to place as a communicating channel any letter of the Police 
or Home Department fm the information of the members. Tf the 
House has got to take cogu induce of the subject, the only procedure 
would have been for the Keeietary to invite the House, as per Rules of 
the Assembly, to a certain procedure for sending amendments t$> the 
Motor Vehicles Rules. I submit, Sir, that the requirements of the 
Act, so far os section PH(ii*) of the Indian Motor Vehicles Act is 
concerned, hflve not been complied with and cannot be complied with 
by the method adopted. Sir, will you kindly tajp? steps to see that the 
Act is complied with properly and a date is fixed for discussion of the 
Rules on the floor of the House so that this may not be evaded in tbs 
manner in which it is sought to be evaded. * 
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Mr* SPEAKER: • What I suggest i s to take up the matter after the 
prayer interval when I shall send for the Hon’ble Home Minister. I 
do realise thefe are some difficulties and that is whjfcjKne circular letter 
has been placed on your tables. 

% \[n fortunately, we have got to finish two demands to-day and, 1 
thitfk, the Irrigation demand should be finished by 6-15 p,m. Then 
we have got the Civil Works which will have only ultout one hour and 
fifteen minutes left in which to finish it. So, will it not be better if 
there be only general discussion instead of taking up the cut motions 
separately? In view of the shortness of time, I would also suggest 
that the speakers would each try to finish in 8 luinmes 

Mr. MD. ABML FAZL* Sir, we would like to move our cut motions 
and further we would prefer to have 10 minutes each to speak. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But you realise that there ure so many speakeis 
from different groups. So, I think, it would be better if the movers of 
cut motions had 8 minutes each. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Its. Ml ,60,000 under the head "XVII — Irrigation, etc.” be 
reduced by Us. 100. 

Year after year the urgent necessity of tackling the river problems 
of Bengal have been stressed on the floor of this House and outside, but 
it i- regrettable that the Hon’ble Minister in charge has not shown any 
sincere activity in this respect though he has given promises galore. 
In the course of his speech last year at the Bengal Economic Society, 
•Aflhutosh Ilall, on the subject of "Bengal’s river problem and her 
economic welfare,” the Hon’ble Minister in charge indicated the broad 
outlines of the liver problems that faced them at the present day in 
Bengal and the lines on which they proposed to tackle the same and 
the essential preliminaries that were necessary before they decided to 
Jaunch a comprehensive policy, attacking the problem on all fronts, 
engineering and financial, simultaneously, and said that the problem 
of dead and dying rivers was most acute in Murshidahad, Nadia, 
Jessore, 24-Parganas and Khulna districts, and that the Barrage Scheme 
of Sir William Willcocks could not be considered at the present time 
for financial reasons. "For the time being, therefore,” the Hon'ble 
Minister said, "we shall have to consider less ambitious schemes which 
can Be taken up more expeditiously and are exjwcted Jo improve 
immediately the rivirs of central and west Bengal.” With regard to 
taking steps in this direction the Minister spoke of having taken up a 
contour survey of«the decadent tracts in central Bengal at an estimated 
cost of Bi. 1,33,671 with the object of collecting the essential data 
IT 
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required lor Hushing schemes to be prepared and •introduced, and that 
certain concrete projects such, as the scheme for the fesuscitation of the 
Bhairab river in ##ssore at an estimated cost of Rs. 2,17,000 have behn 
launched. But from the budget estimate as presented now the contour 
survey of central Bengal does not appear. In its place “contour aurwy 
of central Bengal lying east of Jalangi and Bhagirathi rivers at an 
estimated cost of Rs. 1,17,881“ appears for which a sum of only 
Rs. 27,000 has been set apart for expenditure next year. Again a sum 
of Rs. 25,000 has been provided for a new contour survey of north 
Bengal at an estimated cost of abgiut Rs. 4 lakhs. No money has been 
provided for the contour survey of central and western Bengal sanctioned 
in the year 1935-36 estimated to cost Rs. 1,46,000. 

Then the other schemes for which money has been provided are: — 


Rs. 

(1) Improvement of Tolly's Nulla l,00\000 

(2) Reclamation of Madhumati river in Khulna 

district ... 25,000 

(3) Improvement of the Aurora Khal (Hooghly 

district) 10,000 

(4) Bhairab scheme (dessore) 65,000 

(5) Widening of the lied of Kaliacrhye river 

( Mi dn a pore) >0,000 

(6) Flood protection on the right hank of 

Damodar 28,700 

(7) Flushing of the Bhutni liver i Nadia) 2.500 

(8) Drainage of the Bliedra Hil 'Raj**hahi» 12.000 


Now ure these all the less ambitious schemes which are expected to 
immediately impiove the river problems of Bengal? It is all very well 
to complain of want of funds each year and to try to hoodwink the 
members of this House and the public of Bengal by presenting fresh 
estimates at each year’s presentation of the budget “u> an earnest of 
the willingness of Government to take up schemes in the districts of 
Bengal which will benefit the people in a measure more than commen- 
surate with the cost involved,” and it is thus that the Government want 
to put fresh life into the streams that had once been active and had 
brought health and prosperity to the millions! 

This shows that the Hon’hle Minister has been unable to touch even 
the fringe of the problem. Perhaps the big schemes like the “Eruption- 
Barrage Scheme” suggested by Sir William Willcoeks costing 12 million 
pounds and of a full-fledged hydraulic research institute is playing m 
the brain of the Hon’ble Minister and he is probably J hoping for the day 
when on completion of his contour surveys of Bengal some magic wand 
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wiH put into his hand$ suffii^nt money to complete them and thus .win 
the universal approbation of the people of Bengal for saving them 
from malaria and for giving plenty to the millions. > 

, I am compelled to say that the Hon'ble Minister completely lacks 
in tttiajgination. The schemes enumerated above are uo less ambitious 
and are far-fetched in their result Instead ot providing for so much 
as Ra. 1,05,000 for Barrackpore bridge, Rs. 10,000 for Ultudauga bridge, 
Rs. 6,000 for Alipore bridge, Rs. 2, IKK) for Tollyguiige bridge, Rs. 4,609 
for constructing a screwpile bridge on the liijli Tidal ('anal, and 
Rs. 2,050 for constructing pit ecu quarters at Punskuru for the sectional 
officer, Irrigation; and instead of losing every >ear for establishment, 
maintenance and repairs, etc., of ulnmt Rs. 40,(100 for dredger “Foyers,” 
about Rs. 12,000 for the dredger “Alexandra,” mole than Rs. 21,000 
for the dredger “Cowley,” more than Rs. d,5(H) for the dredger 
“Burdwan” and about Rs. 27 ,(HK) for the dredger “Ronaldshay,” for 
# all of which dredgers the huge sum of Rs. 1,17,500 has been provided 
for next year, if instead of squandering the hard-earned money of the 
people in this way, some definite schemes would have been launched 
ip the second year of the Ilon’ble Minister’s tenure of office he would 
have been far better advised. In spite of the Jlon'ble Minister’s strong 
feeling expressed in his speech on 28th August. 19*17, against retention 
of these dredgers, he has not yet been able to dispose of them. Some 
of Ihose schemes which have from the \cr\ beginning been put forward 
hv the menders of this House and which demanded his immediute 
attention for the welfare of the people of Bengal .lie: — 

<1) Scheme for averting annual bleaches in the embankment in the 
river (foomti causing dost! net inn ot crop* annually over a 
large tract of land in the Tippeia district, and of dredging 
of the river Titash in the same district ( Brahman baria 
* subdivision). 

(2) Dredging of the river Dakatia in the district of Tippera. 

(<1) Schemes for resuscitation of old rivers of northern Bengal and 
* for drainage of 

(4) Re-exravating the dying rivers of the district of Murshidabad. 

(5) Re-excavuting the livers Kumar, >abugauga, Kupatakhi, 

Chitra, Ichhamuti, Bhaiiuh and Betna. 

(6) Re-excavating the liver Karat wa (Rnjshahi Division). 

(7) Dredging of the Atrai river in the district of Rajshahi. 

(8) Excavation of Lohajang-Taltola Canal in the district of Dacca. 

• <9) Re-excavation of Karnapara Khal in the district of Dacia. 

(10* Re-e*cavation of the old Jthal from Kaliganj to Ramchandr*- 
pur Basar in Muradnagar police-statjon , Tippera district. 
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(11) Dredging of the rivers Sarnamatlri, Kakrul, and Sathi r i* th 

district of Rangpur. ^ 

(12) Dredging of river Kana Damodar (Howrah) and of improve 

ment of Kendua field letter known as « cAflTTI Iti 
(Howrah). 

# 

(18) Raising an embankment across Monteurghona Khal in the towi 
of Noukhali and to excavate a new khul to the north of th 
town which will not only save the town, but also make du 
provision for outlet of water. 

(14) Const meting an embankment along the coast of river Meghm 

to protect the town of Noakhali from erosion. 

(15) Re-excavation of Kalidaha Khal in Feni subdivision (Noakhali) 

(16) Excavating a drainage canal for Tangra-Bichi Sluice ii 

Diamond Harbour subdivision to river Hooghly. 

(17) Re-excavation ot the river Hlmgru in Dinajpur. 

(18) Opening of the mouth of the river Bhagirathi at the confluenci 

of the river < ranges near Ohalighata for betterment o; 
irrigation and communication throughout the year 

(19) Const met ion oi a sluice gate at the Dalbhangn Bil in tin 

Satkhiru subdivision oi Khulna district. 

(The membei at tins stage reached the time-limit and resumed hii 
seat.) 

Babu MAHIM CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 81,60,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII - 
Trrigation, etc.” Ire reduced by Rs. 100. 

Mr. Speaker Sir, WTT fT&Tfc JTOfJfr ATf* 

Tun* ftsretf i m&s*. srcr a* fro™ 

ATisitRf tfff Ttsht t sr fsron Umpa eRne c*fr e sttws 

nfwtro w ftort *ri as* fa crrt> cufr fro css* cmsisial Trrocflsi 

sr , ^Tsiri cvm'il srews sTs ast ejIjSTs fra t^K 

store si i TTTrf'jir *m *rc*s tsaitsiV a* nfa?*n*r efssrresi cn ***c*s 
c*t* fwro *fa*r* totc Expert nro fsfarcre *ti tsrc at a s**rtssm* 
tofsM to? Irwtit a$ rttTt stots? 

fT?S ♦m'CSC'G? Irrigation Commission SPT aft CRT* 

*c«t bRQ. amito mm m frrefar alWr n\ 

ST h^Hws to* ssfa csrs, **1 sr^f cs*( sfaw asrc* ctp TsaiHt 
acirc* cron? as* w« sti i fa^> stw rerec awrel tort Department 

a? STTI Sffa? “CTO* Department e fS S T TO I fl ft *CCl **R CTOR 9m 

anttA* *ft 5f*$ CTOT? SStf? TOT TOT *£ltfU HHVfH STTO TOT TOR STO 
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ctoct *w? ^ scitbr c*r *to3*5 « stot? to 5? cro «mfr «(?Frst 
«pgq~ fya1 > W > * toI cro nra toicto fro prtnrr tntfir toto ft? croc. 

y^ CTO. TO C*lTO CTO. TORT faTOS WTOT «(TfTOff «ff CTOt 

JPCTO ■UPTOWTM irrigation provincial subject ?fmT 

tot nftrrct, fjpf to; from ?*?r$ *rsr scror tots: *fwz** croli **oo 

STOT ante 4 $M5 4faCTO — most of the province viewed as a field for the 
extension of irrigation is at present an unknown laud to the Depart- 
ment. 3RTO Ft fTOJfc TO $f?CTOR? TOTOT <T5T?I TOT fTO tfTST TOT 

to; fTOiro t frot> tots croi tos whvs to; vruti 'tao mf 5 5 m *£*tro 
ttiT5?Ri i to to? ac nRenrro? srvt srra fafotfro * mfl> 5m i tottw 
fro? fa?; to cror ?r? an mra strs? *tr5t?t? 1 *r1fa arorfro *nw?, 

TO TOSRW ST TO HR5T 5T? CT?! TOl WTT TOTOm 3*1? ^ 

WITT. ffa? $RT m TO5TV WTTT TO TOHTTt GSCaTS SR? ^t*TO I 3TOT Fit TOTTO 

. « fanju nftraroT i stcsrrto ?it»ita mf5 mf5 5m 1*1 *fa?r« s* 

TOWTR TOf5R <J-fa'* 5$t? 1 5(T*TTtTO 55TOTT TOl'idt?"^ 5TO^f 4**1?? tTOT? 

•rto sT’Twt ?f??r a5 «?aro ?*mt fa^ fo* ?w? rsm «t?itr i 3*rtn 
4R$f5 5ms 4T5 cn -r? i 

TO"t TOTO — TO ?TO TO5l? ftJR TOT? TOT fTOTCTO Chief Engineer 
Mr. S. C. Mazumdar ?fa?RTO “Bengal being merely an agricultural 
country, the rivers are the principal sources of the economic 
well-being of the people. 

The river problems in Bengal are thus virtually the problems of 
rural development in Bengal and have to he solved, if she has to be 
saved, specially her western and central parts which even as late as a 
century ago used to be very healthy and prosperous, forms reversion 
to swamps and jungles from which she was reclaimed by rivers.'’ 

IfT TOR?? TOT TO. WRTOTO? fTOT TO, fcCT TOTOW faffR faTOPP? n^Tt 
TOTT TOWTT — at ntTOTO TOTO*TCTO« bfcfcO nTCW? WVR TOTT? TOT RW 

WRI TOT* *f?t « ** TOTO TOTT? TOTS $f»W? TO! OT??f? ?Tf tW TOIT 

urtTOT^ TOmf i tnro *tr^? t 4icn to mf5 5m? TO*tf? •cjt'T *ttm? 

?TtaT? TOP? ITdviH W?TO fftlt ^nrr TOTOTOT'? H^tWt-t? TOTOt toito vt?c? i tototo 
?TTO TOR 4lVv? SfUCOTl 

TOT TOT f<bln ♦tfmTOT? b C#lt5 5m 4T? vl?ICt l l?l? TOTOT 3 l 0 
TOT TOV ai rnf5 5rn establishment TOUT fTOTCfl TOT h»m tntUfTFt 1 !? 
Srorod to r??«tv 4>f??rci4 ann — rortrorc? trot rIto? a finc ro c? to 

4TOC1Q TO^ 6 TOTT TO5TJT TOT TOTO sufficient data fTO 1 Sir, William Cox 
IWt ?f>EItFRt *‘As a result of the Department’s misapplied activities 
Be&gal is strewn to-day with wrecks of useless and harmful works'*. 

»???( unthinking hurry? CTO TOflfcrCTOI tTO 
' TOfW d^aitment'e? f TOTOTO? TOTTOT « *C^f ARtl 
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Tbirlk^fTO ffSCS *5 l*b TOTC mi, 5^6 unthinking hurry? #*tr fafr 
CJR? tlTFF thinking sloth # Hit I 0^ 1*3^1 *lf HT^TT faKTCH font 
$ nfaHm 2T^ irtCSEf 1 4d*(J? *TOTT — dtb»^T5 flSTfc 6 fanjtt- — 8KTOW 
rif cirT ^ circs*? taisrarcifa^ rei mras too w j*zrt 

hcito r 5RT a*fl> * 3 * us « et i?i *rt *teraRi s* ijk ow *fwr *a^i i*w 
nrficii fy unw? rsrt ft* b6r topt, 'bwMw tohi nTftra ftr imtra:? 
CH Wifi HIT fafli Steamer Company STOTT? Rfawi 
5tdl R*(*‘*rfR «mf$ RHTtCI I *0tTO I$CI; «i*u«ilt* HlblfcCS fkW <3$ JfW 
HIT *f?W rtll 1 OTT ITttT nt? 6 ^ Clfal, OTf*R 5RHTC? tCTfTOT 

•ntR <T*tn ®ht $ facia ♦tTtosti* hi Sit? ®nw cifair nto mfain uftarc 

W ITft?l 


wrfn tte hit far;— 

(Here i lie member having reached his time-limit resumed his seat.) 


Babu PREMHARI BARM A: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Es. *11,60,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation, 
etc.” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, Government is callously indifferent in matters of irrigation. 
Bengal is an agricultural country, and almost 95 per cent, of the people 
depend on agriculture, but in spite of this fact Government do not take 
necessary steps for improving the method of agriculture by irrigational 
works. The people have solely to depend on rain waters for carrying 
out the works of agriculture. The activities of the Irrigation Depart- 
ment are mainly confined to works of maintaining some canals in west 
Bengal and south Bengal, and no work up till now ha> been done in 
north Bengal us if Ibis department exists only for west and south 
Bengal. The only tiling that we see in this year’s budget is that a 
provision has been made for contour survey in north Bengal, and from 
the budget speech of the lion Tile Minister we learn that its, 4 lakhs 
will be spent and out of this Rs. 4 lakhs only Rs. 25,900 will be apent 
next year. Thus if Its. 25,000 a year is spent, this contour survey will 
take not less than l(i years, and we do not know when the major 
irrigational projects will materialise. So, Sir, instead of confining the 
works of this department only to the maintenance of some canals in west 
and south Bengal, this department should also see that some irrigational 
projects are taken up for north Bengal also. 

Again, Sir, we find in this year’s budget that a sum of Rs. 50,000 
has been provided to be distributed to the district boards of Bengal for 
small irrigational projects. Theie are 27 districts in Bengal, and if 
a sum of Rs. 50,000 is distributed among all the district boards, jiot 
even Rs. 2,000 will be allotted to each district board. Wl$at will then 
a district hoard do with this paltry sum of less thamRk 2,000? *Tf the 
Government wants to pWe on the district boards this duty of doing 
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irrigation works, then whc^ the Irrigation Department itself is doing ? 
It is not carrying j>ut any scheme for real irrigation work or project for 
tike people of Bengal. For want of irrigation work in north Bengal 
the people of north Bengal have to depend solely upon rain water, and 
if important crops like paddy, jute, sugarcane, etc., cannot grow for 
waul of rain in time, and if irrigation projects are carried out in north 
(Bengal, then the people of north Bengal will not have to depend upon 
rain water. So 1 request t he Government to see that necessary steps 
be taken for carrying out irrigation works in noith Bengal as soon as 
possible. 

Sir, in support of Mr. Md. Abul Foal's amendment for the resuscita- 
tion of the dead and dying rivers of Bengal, 1 also want to say a few 
words. The problem of resuscitating the dead and dying rivers is a 
vital one. Bengal is a land of rivers and rivers act as a natural drain 
for carrying out the filths of the country, hut most of the rivers are now 
dead and some others are on the verge of death. If the tilths and dregs 
of the country are not washed away by the How of the rivers, then the 
result will la* that various kinds of fell diseases will begin to appear 
in Bengal and millions of valuable lives will be victims of those fell 
diseases as they have actually been. Any quantity of quinine, or any 
number of dispensaries will not be able to cope with the ha\oe caused 
by the various kinds of diseases, if the root causes of these diseases are 
not removed. It is admitted by everylxxly that the silting up of the 
rivers of Bengal is one of the root causes of malaria and other diseases. 
The natural flow r of the rivers having dried up the waters cannot flow. 

(Here the member reached the time-limit and resumed his scat.) 

Mr. ABUL QUA8EM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this plea of reform by 
which the administration of the country lias pasesd into the hands of 
the people was hailed by all of us with high hopes, and we thought 
that a new era had now begun when our popular Ministers w r ould take 
bold ^teps and initiate progressive measures to remove the long felt 
grievances of the people and carve out a new career of greatness and 
prosperity on a level with that of the forward nations of the world. 

Though we are handicapped in our criticism being supporters of 
the Government, I do not think 1 am debarred from speaking my mind 
and giving iny suggestions for whatever they are worth. 

Sir, irrigation is the life of agriculture and a means of health and 
comfort to the rural people. Years ago, Sir William Wilcox made a 
severe criticism of the Irrigation policy of the Government and pointed 
out that the problem can be solved only by a great and comprehensive 
project. Piecenteal projects according to him were ineffectual and 
dangerous. 'The; then Government did not accept his suggestions and 
% committee^ was formed with Mr. Hopkyn^ as a Chairman to go into 
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the question again. Although Mr. Hopkins did. not agree with Sir 
William Wilcox on all points, he agreed with him th|t a comprehensite 
scheme was necessary to tackle the problem of irrigation. 

In the absence of any other scheme I cannot understand why a fair 
trial should not be given to this scheme. The remedy suggested by 
the late Sir William Wilcox is not an impracticable one. His proposal 
was that the rich waters of the river must combine with the flood 
water to spread over the land and then run back along its different 
channels keeping the river well scoured and" the surrounding areas 
healthy and fertile with newly deposited silt. As the finance of 
Bengal is not elastic enough to provide funds at any future date, to 
further the scheme, out of the ordinary revenue, 1 propose the launch- 
ing of a loan of a few crones of rupees to carry out the scheme. Money 
will be forthcoming to save Bengal from death and desolation. It is 
a question of life and death to the people and a few crores of rupees 
is nothing if we can save a nation from the grip of death and desola- 
tion. 

Representing west Bengal a.s 1 do, I cannot forget for a moment 
that west Bengal has been described by foreign travellers as the 
“garden of India” — one of the most fertile and flourishing countries 
in the whole peninsula — and what do we find to-day ? The whole of 
the Burdwan Division has been devastated, because the Government 
of the past starved the countryside of its water resources in the interest 
of navigation in the port of Calcutta and by the embankments of the 
Damodar. The result is that the countryside has assumed a desolate 
appearance — wherever we go, we meet with pestilential areas where 
disease, death and desolation reign supreme. The lands which once 
smiled with health, wealth and prosperity have now been converted 
into waste lands and jungles tit for the habitation of the denizens of 
the forest. Who is responsible for this? The bureaucratic adminis- 
tration of the past. 

It is surely an irony of fate that while the sister provinces by their 
unstained effort have succeeded in converting the arid and unfertile 
waste lands of Upper India into splendid granaries, the world famous 
granaries of Bengal have turned into unproductive waste lands and 
swampy tracts well adopted' for the creation of germs of various sorts 
of diseases. 

The time of atonement for past delinquencies has now come. We 
must save the nation from imminent ruin. Sir, raise the requisite 
loan and we guarantee our wholehearted support. Pray, make an 
attempt to bVing back health and prosperity which has left the country 
for good. If you really want to save the country^ pray, make ml 
honest attempt to resuscitate the dead and dying' ri^m/riyuletetarfd 
other waterways. If a lo^n has got to be raised, do*it by all meatte. 
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Xakft up boldly the* Hooghly-Howrah Flushing Scheme which I 
believe is now rotting in the upper shelves of the Secretariat. It will 
<*aue at least three districts, Hooghly, Howrah and Burdwan, if not 


more. 

A Jew canal cuttings won’t do. Bengal is in the grip of death 
to-day — malaria, kala-azar, cholera, small-pox and tuberculosis are 
creating havoc in the country, and what are these due to; the old 
beds of dead rivers which became stagnant pools during the rain and 
the silting up of river l>eds which drained away the water of the 
surrounding areas are the chief causes which contribute not only to 
the notorious unhealthiness of the countryside but have also diminished 
the productivity of the soil. Law and* order and free distribution of 
quinine cannot save a nation. My firm conviction is that if these 
evils are removed Bengal will once again become a flourishing country 
with health, wealth and prosperity which have deserted the count rv- 
# side during the regime of the past bureaucratic Government. 

If, however, the Government think that they cannot take the risk 
of raising a loan of such a big amount under the instruction of their 
officers, who, if 1 am not mistaken, have not yet been able to change 
their angle of vision, 1 would request the Government to take up 
.innumerable small schemes in which the countryside is vitally interest- 
ed and if these small schemes are taken up in hand at once, it will 
render a great service to those parts of the country which are affected 
by them. 

Here I would pause for a moment to pay tribute to the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge for providing Its. 90,500 this year for the excava- 
tion of the Aurora Khal in Arumbagh subdivision — a small mercy 
though, and yet one which we did not get before. However, 1 am 
pleased to hear the Hon’ble Minister who has given assurance in his 
opening speech to adopt the course suggested by me in my previous 
paragraph. 

Fronf this point of view I can say that Hooghly and some other 
district boards are quite willing to come forward with similar schemes 
provided encouragement in the shape of financial aid is received from 
the Government. 


Last of all, I think, Sir, thut the time has come when something 
should be done for improving the waterways and drainage channels. 
Those of us who have had experience of eastern waters in the past 
know the tremendous difficulties we have got to face there if we let 
the present state of things continue. The water-hyaqinth, for 
example, has become a* serious menace to eastern Bengal, and I 
request the Hon'ble Minister to do away at least f with this *water- 
hygmnth peel even if nothing else can be done. So lift 1 as west flkngal 
ii nonoerned, I think the r poliey should be, if the bigger scheme is not 
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thought fit to tackle, to reclaim the smaller channels, not that thes< 
dying rivulets should be in 'such a condition as t • flood and flush thi 
surrounding areas at all times of the year, but that during the r&im 
they should flush and flood the adjoining lands. 


Mr. 8YED AHMED KHAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, wfoflFr* 9$ IfaWP 
BTOTTO BTTfa 9$ <T*tCb to R ITtTO ffl 9*F- HHt? ^TX«TT 

WTO *T?faTT Ww< TO *rrTTOt <T«19T ^r©Tvo #toltVT l TOOT 5 

wmm tor to*to tost wtV.e tocto wttctof 

am *rro stto toT* beccr to? *tor ctfror? ^Tfromi w src-to 
«t?*T rtnr from to to tot i&to srrt 

Sir, tor fato, « to?r rtrr totbIit to wimto cbtto ?nv to 
tor CRTOU5 a<[tflb l TOE ^ 10 TO? *ttWT WW? to? ^ 

TO ITGTTTre CBETO STOW, ?T?R3, «TN>tj 

cw to ?tor to? tot toi b$?t to s cwc? mhih</ht «trto 
to?i to? irtoi to? *to *tcto tosttfW tor cwrc? tor siTc^f? 
Thu bmThttk^h c? tm E>?n?c?? ?rht?^ 5 ?T??r Th?i & 

wr? asara TO-arcn to sto?, h^tcto to? 9 ?? <r?$ ott? to? ht 


CTOH'to tot *rcmtoto otto rrt errarro «fc?r csw to* « 

Rmr to tot ®tt 9 rt? crtotow? «R-2rr«r fro m «m*i ^ to? ton STtor 
TOfTTtfJ TOET? TORT TO? toT 9«R BEl??-*^ ifcC? b"toVCl I 9l TO 

H 7 ^ to? TO?R? TOTTO? TO ’Tl'ftoj TOR 5 to? TOR *CTWTC 1 

c? tot «rto tot mr stay toto? ?nWtOT =<BE?-TOto 9 *r f? tow? vrrto 
nn to ?w? ?#ro?t ntorct-t to h^ot to rnr to-eroi 

Gfa-VIT OTTOR RPR Bito WSfT TOT =[T I orrto CTO *U TOfto> al TOT TOto 

swl-erro rtrTw^ fro wiRTra crtto tor Iron «ro 

*r^n to to 9 ^ Rmr^rto tot tor «(W w toi «m 

*tMh Rmrrol cro? crtTO^toTR *r^m ws to Sir, rtptob* 

llw 9»tt> TO C&XM^ *fc*T BTOto, 5RR?, ?m», PTRto t 

TOHTt^ ^ n?TO ft’to/rtW «TTtoT 9^5 StlTTfl to TOto TO 
ftoir tor rrorrotol ^>tr t^ to ^to «nt^ Alroiniw 

cR^nm ^troff t 9^t to*tw, toVt, w 3?t3 r^t ctwrt 

m tor sRjm tort bectiptI ^ tot «wrr B tTrTOto «nwr-«fB « 

TOTO TO *f TO CTTfH TO? CRJTO ^tojff I 


Sir, CTOl < tto* TO TO *Rto TOfto to? TOH Hit I CTOW 
tot iroto, toRTto, tcrntsc to? to ti Juti cro i t^fy ^r-to to 
4 NNX™ ♦to e ¥Tto faotoryc^e TORT TO 8 tol 

Sir, kttTO 5R, Mrt. TO, to tSTTfa to TO TOITO Cl? 

CQto TO B •TOT TO TOR a?fcr TOn WW 5to ton TO 9* I TOTPTOi 

n, to, to |buTh to tor iTOTKCi tor nts tort jr? TOh to^i 

WTHClf TO A TOT H, to, tot CTO Rl'lto ll8l y 9W to VTOI TOT B6? 
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«nfn*r wrc tffa* W<i *fwi s* wtwctosi 

era K[wc GK*m pr nfiwrcn vm* *fas \ st* *fa sfatiftWR n^m \*m 

*w?rac f*n5*nx *ptt M tunw< i 

• Sir, a$ tro C? H^WTO ffclT WX VTCT *fl$ Wifi 

cnWSST, MTHK f*n*T, 3TOTOT $*R f* *TR^? ^ jfcflj 

<t*m > 5 rt *rf* s&m 4* wt* sfwsVswn gfwcrvro m\m 

=Wl, <(T?l, f*8C, 2KITSR TO «FR *f*«r C'R ^ 

(Here the member having reached hi> time-limit resumed his seat. 1 ) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 did not feel 
like speaking on these cut motions, because 1 thought that any sugges- 
tion coming frojm the opposition would 1 meet with the same fate that 
it had met with hitherto. But the observations made by the Hon’ble 
Minister repeating the same old arguments, t lie same old pathetic 
story, the same old promises, make me feel that unless one or two 
meiu hers get provoked to speak on one or two most vital matters like 
Irrigation, the whole budget demand, the whole budget discussion is 
going to he a tame affair and the House must be allowed to know 
something about the feelings of members. Sir, the Hon’blo Minister 
has not only repeated the same old arguments that we i have heard 
year after year, but he has not improved upon the arguments even by 
a jot or tittle. In the >eur 1930 or even earlier when special com- 
mittees were madtp to enquire into the irrigation problems, we had 
certain definite recommendations about comprehensive irrigation 
scheme*. To-day after ten long years after the report of the Hopkyn's 
Commit tie we find that the Government have not only not gone 
further hut have gone on n ret rograde, step. Sir, the trouble is that 
Government do not know where to begin and how to spend the money. 
The Hon'hle Minister in charge has said that he has not undertaken 
the scheme for a hydraulic research laboratory for want of funds. I 
do not^know if the llon’ble Minister knows from his own budget how 
much* money was allotted in that budgel from year to year, and he has 
not been able, or his so-called advisers have not been able, to utilise 
the money because of either want of knowledge on their part or for 
want of . Government sanction. Sir, in the year 1937-38 for certain 
contour surveys in Bengal a sum of Hs. 79,000 was allotted, but 
nothing was spent out of that. For the Waterways Board in 1937-38 
Rs. 1,25,000 was allotted and in each of the subsequent two years 
Rs. 2,50,000 was allotted, but nothing was spent out of the same. Sir, 
it is ‘presumed that this Waterways Board has had to 9 be dropped 
tjecau se of some opposition from the European section of the House. 

I do ndt know bow far that is true, but my own impression is that the 
whole scheme at the Waterways Board, baaed f upon improving the 
waterways for navigafcn only, without regard te irrigation and other 
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problems, that is a scheme merely to look after the navigation problem 
of certain sections of Bengal, was ill-conoeived, anS it was bound to 
be a failure even from the beginning. If that is the position, I do 
not know why Government should not come forward with an amend- 
ment of the Act by virtue of which the Waterways Board was going 
to be constituted. Instead of doing that we find that the whole 
amount was withdrawn quietly and the Government think they have 
done their duty as far as they could do. We had numerous small 
schemes, large schemes, and major schemes to he tackled, beginning 
from the big irrigation project of Birbhum, and Hoogbly and Howrah, 
right up to the project of improving a small canal near the residence 
of the Hon’ble the Thief Minister, which has got a small amount of 
money allotted this year. The big schemes have all been left out and 
for small schemes wherever Government could find a little bit of 
opportunity for patronage or help and hope to get a little bit of 
support for t he Ministry, or where some influential members of the 
Cabiuet could press, they have allotted IN. 5,000, Its. 0,000 or 
Rs. 8,000. This is certainly no proof of following a policy, and is a 
retrograde step which we want to criticise as strongly as possible. 8ir, 
we have been told that a contour survey is essential before any large 
scheme can be undertaken. We are also told that before we can 
have any comprehensive policy, we must first of all have River Train- 
ing Laboratories and Research Laboratories. Where is the Hydraulic 
Research Laboratory that we have been hearing of for the last few 
years!' The Hon’ble Minister in charge has stated that a Punjab 
expert mime here and be spent money and the Government have very 
thankfully acknowledged the services of the officer lent by the Punjab 
Government. But could he not allot even half a lakh to give effect 
to that scheme P What prevented Government from allotting money 
for that scheme if it is one of the most essential things without which 
the irrigation problems of Bengal cannot be tackled at all!' I charge 
the Government with positive inaction. On the contrary, I fii^d that 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge’s so-called adviser, the expert of the 
department, has been enjoying a special lecturership at the University 
of Calcutta for speaking or lecturing on irrigation and drainage prob- 
lems. Does he know that he cannot possibly justify his position as 
Chief Engineer, Irrigation Department, unless he can come forward 
with a definite proposal which will help Bengal and solve the problems 
of Bengal in different parts of the province® Mere publicity and 
lecturing in the University will not satisfy the House in this connec- 
tion at ail. The most important thing that *1 want to cfcraw your 
attention to in this connection is this: we hffve been pressing and 
members of every group have been pressing the Governtnent frefln time 
to tune to undertafer small and big irrigation projects in different 
parte of the country,* but 'Government have ve$ ingeniously tried to 
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Ihttt out all future discussions in this House by proposing that most 
of these schemes will be handed over to district boards. The pro- 
posal for decentralisation of small irrigation works has been mooted 
before us to-day. But what will be the net effect? As soon as all 
these works will be handed over to district boards, we will not have 
opportunity of raising questions thereon in the House and the 
Hon’ble Mr. Speaker will say, “These are the responsibility of 
cftstriet boards and you are not allowed to discuss these matters any 
more.” That appears to be the only policy behind the proposed 
scheme of decentralisation, for otherwise, if it were a sincere attempt 
to make district boards take up those schemes which would be for the 
bench t of the districts themselves, then only a paltry sum of Rs. 50,000 
would not have been allotted for this purpose. On the basis of 
Its. 50,000 for 20 districts, we have less than Rs. 2,000 allotted for 
each district. Do you expect any scheme — major or minor or even a 
domestic scheme of any particular Minister near about his own village 
— can be undertaken tor any Num less than Rh. 2,000? 1 charge 

Government with criminal negligence for neglecting schemes which 
are for the benefit of the country. 1 have already made my general 
observations <m the Irrigation Department in previous years which 
1 do not want to repeat. 

(Here the member reached his time-limit arid resumed his seat.) 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, last year when this 
grant was being discussed, the main cause of criticism against the 
Irrigation Department was the temporary and unsatisfactory nature 
of much of the organisation of its staff. From enquiries made 
recently, however, 1 gather that these flaws have been removed. 
Permanent divisions and permanent circles have been created with 
the object of giving more permanence to the work of irrigation in 
Bengal and with a view to working out more long range schemes 
than ^ve hitherto been attempted. The department also is evidently 
prepared to spend more money. 

At first glance, the budget appears to show that the total grant 
this year is less than what it was last year by something like Rs. 2$ 
lakhs. That, however, is misleading, because in last year's budget 
there was a provision made but not spent, as Dr. Sanyal has reminded 
us, of Rs. 2^ lakhs, for the Waterways Board. The Waterways 
Board, Dr. Sanyal has also told us, was opposed by the European 
Party. The Europeat Party did not oppose the setting, up of tie 
Waterways Board. 

j further grant from the Central Government last yetr was 
included in the tudgqfc amounting, l think, to something like Rs. 1} 
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lakhs, But taking out the money budgeted last year, for the Water- 
ways Board and the grant from the Central Government, the net 
result is that the money to be actually spent b$ the Irrigation 
Department this year is over a lakh of rupees more than last year — 
a lakh and rupees ten thousand. Half of that is to be spent on smfjl 
schemes worked out by the Irrigation Department itself; the other 
half is for instituting the interesting experiment of decentralisation 
which might be approved or condemned, depending upon how one 
looks at it. For a long time, Sir, decentralisation has, in the opinion 
of many people, been carried to excessive lengths in the matter of roads. 
But so far as irrigation is concerned, 1 think that this interesting experi- 
ment deserves our greatest approval. The amount of money which 
is going to he frittered away upon it — if it is to be frittered away — 
is very small and amounts only to half a lakh of rupees; and half a 
lakh of rupees out of a total budget demand of Rs. 35J lakhs is not 
such a serious item as to lead to the accusation of Government of 
“criminal negligence” as, I think, was done by Dr. Sanyal. Well, 
Sir, we approve of these small grants-in-aid to district boards in order 
to widen the scope of Irrigation and particularly to enable the 
carrying put of highly necessary schemes in the districts themselves. 
There is, at the same time, a very great need for careful technical 
control. Irrigation is definitely a matter in which the technical 
expert plays a very* important part. Unless these small schemes are 
carefully scrutinised by the technical experts of the department, there 
is a danger. of the money being frittered away. The fact that these 
small schemes should be carefully examined by the technical experts 
of the Irrigation Department does not mean that the Irrigation 
Department itself will not be relieved of a great deal of work which 
they will he able to devote to the larger and more long-range schemes 
which have not hitherto received the attention which they ought. 
Having vetted the small district board schemes, the Irrigation 
Department will thereafter be relieved of the tedious and detailed 
supervision which takes up so much of their time at the present time. 
On the whole, this experiment of decentralisation with proper 
technical control ought to receive our general approval and, anyhow, 
it ought to receive a chance. 

Another question which arises in connection with the small district 
board irrigation schemes is the keen competition between district and 
district for a share of these grants-in-aid. That is going to be a very 
difficult matter , to settle and the only unbiassed and fair way to settle 
the allocation of these grants as between district and district is to . 
get it done by the Chief Engineer of the Irrigation Department himself. 
After ijll, these schemes should be vetted from the point of view of their 
efficiency, their likelihood of giving a good return 01^ the mboey spent 
and so on and these will * depend upon their technical feasibility or 
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adfjsability, and the 41 an wto is in the best position to give a final 
opinion upon these is the Chief Engineer who will be guided by technical 
and non-sectional or non-factional considerations. 

•Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: And non-ministerial considera- 
tion !• 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: I would commend to the Ministry the 
suggestion that the allocation for these schemes should he made by the 
Chief Engineer of the Irrigation Department himself. One result of 
this expenditure on small district schemes will he that the total amount 
of money spent on irrigation in the districts will he greatly increased. 
Us. 50,000 will not in itself represent the total amount of money spent 
on district hoard irrigation schemes. After all. this has to he divided 
into grants-in-aid and the district boards will have to find money to* 
augment the grants-in-aid, and they will also he able to get free labour 
or labour at a cost lower than what the Irrigation Department pays for 
it. The final result will be that much useful work will be done which 
otherwise might not be undertaken. Hut as these grunts-in-uid become 
bejtter known and more and more popular, there will be an increase in 
demand for them from year to year. I am optimistic about the result* 

I of decentralisation for irrigation schemes, and, I think, it may be 
taken for granted that more money will W needed for grants-in-aid in 
future and this can best he obtained by putting existing irrigation 
schemes on a paying basis. 

(Here the member reached the time-limit and resumed his seat.) 

Maulvt MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, so far as irrigation is con- 
cerned, it is generally believed that only West Bengal requires- 
irrigation, but so far as East Bengal is concerned, both the present 
Ministry' as well as the old bureaucratic Governments that ruled the 
country «before generally do or did not take any notice of Kast^hengal 
in thif respect. In East Bengal, there are many rivers, khaln and heels 
which have been silted up or have become decadent. These rivers, khal* 
and heels require very small amounts of money for their excavation and 
they may be put in proper condition by undertaking what are called 
minor irrigation projects which will not cost Government more than 
Rs. 1,000, 2,000 or 3,000 each, but still Government do not pay any 
attention to these minor schemes. Though we find in the Budget 
Statement as well as in^the Red Book that there are several schemes 
which Wve been taken up for West Bengal, nothing appear* either in 
the Red Book or in the Financial Statement to show that Government 
are, taking any notice of the minor irrigation projects in East Bengal. 
In East Bengal the^nain^problem is that many of the small khah, heel # 
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and, also rivers have become dead and unless re-exctrvatetlfafid 

there is natural flow of water both navigation as weft as agriculture mill 
suffer very seriously. So far as the working of this excavation of the 
minor irrigation projects is concerned one difficulty has arisen in actual 
practice. In our subdivision of Kishoreganj there is one mer, 
Narasuudari, which has been excavated by voluntary labour afod the 
new khal has been named “Nazimuddin Khal” after the Hon’ble Sir 
Nazimuddin. But subsequently there was a civil suit by the local 
zemindar because there was some land in the bed of the river which has 
been recorded in the name of that particular zemindar. He fias instituted 
a suit that this land cannot be taken away without land acquisition 
procedure. So, though the khal has been practically re-excavated, it is 
going to be stopped . 

There is another case in my own subdivision. In the case of river 
■Singua, re-excavation proceeded on voluntary basis. Subsequently 
there was a civil suit against the Subdivision!*] Officer and other persons 
who stopfied the re-excavation as a result of that. So what I suggest to 
Government is that the Government should take the matter seriously in 
hand and legislate on this matter, so that the areas which were 
-originally water or khal Government should have power to excavate them 
without. going through the dilatory process of land acquisition. 

There is another khal in our own subdivision named Bahadia Khal. 
There has been a great rivalry between the two parties for the opening 
of this khal and there is another party which wants that the opening of 
the khal should be stopped. So I suggest there should lie sluice gate 
in that particular khal. 

There is another point to which I want to draw the attention of the 
Government. There has been recently a bridge constructed over the 
river Meglina near Bhairab in the subdivision of Kishoreganj. That is 
telling upon the local people because the natural flow of water has been 
very much affected and the natural consequence of that is flood and 
damage of crop and other things. There are bridges also in the Assam- 
Bengal Railway line which are also causing the same damage. £ would 
draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to see that these defects are 
remedied and the railway authorities be informed so that effective steps 
are taken to stop the recurrence of floods in future. 

With these words I resume my seat. 

Mr. 8. A, GOMES. Mr. Speaker, vSir, I am taking an active part 
in the discussion on the grant for Irrigation because I wish to inform 
the Hon’ble Minister proposing this grant what the people of a portion 
of Dacca district within the police-station of Nawabgnnge' feel toward* 
him. & * ■ 
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' spite of a monater petition signed by hundreds of Hindus, 
Muhammadans and Christians submitted to the Minister about three 
years ago, my address on the subject on the floor of the House last year 
and letters in the papers recently, the Minister has done nothing to 

improve the river Ichhamati. 

% 

We have begged and prayed that the Government do take steps to 
keep the river Ichhamati, the stream that joints the Padma with the 
Dhaleswari, in a navigable condition during the dry season. Full 
particulars of the inconvenience and loss to thousands of inhabitants 
that live in the villages on either hank of the Ichhamati, loss to trade 
and commerce and sufferings caused by disease to the people of the 
locality have been detailed iu the peoples* petition and repeated by me 
here last year. I do not wish to recite them to-day. These people and 
I too feel that the Minister in charge of this department has treated us 
with utter neglect and is continuing to do so. Three out of the five 
years of this Ministry is almost over. The Hon’ble Minister canuot, I 
submit, point out uny action on bis part to convince us that he has not 
been inactive in this matter. How long, 1 ask, is this state of apathy 

last ? 

I respectfully ask, “Is there to he no difference between the former 
Government and the present popular Government ? Is this change in 
'name only?” 

1 know money is required to take the work in hand but a part of the 
cost can be realised by reasonable toll on boats carrying goods and 
passengers. I wish to impress on the Hon’ble Minister that it is high 
time that he did something in this matter. These people hove suffered 
long and very long indeed. 1 hope the Hon’ble Minister will not allow 
them to grow desperate. 

I bope I have made the position clear to the Hon’ble Minister and I 
trust he will act promptly to remove this long standing grievance of 
thousand* of people of Dacca district who depend on the navigability 
of the Ichhamati all the year round for their trade, commerce and sound 
health. 

If the Hon’ble Minister does so. he shall earn the lasting gratitude 
of thousands of inhabitants concerned. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we are tired of hearing 
“better luck next year” by the Hon’ble Minister during the last three 
yearn and talking of “contour survey,” “comprehensive scheiffes” and 
“preparation of estimates,” etc., year after year, but there has been 
very little faithful performance in this respect as Has been pointed 
ant by l)r. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 

18 * 
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Sir, there has been frequent changes of policy of the Government 
and also the programme of this department, as We have noticed from 
the very beginning. With the change of one officer the whole scheme, 
the whole programme and policy of the department automatically 
change. Now, Sir, we hear that there will be demolition of all embank- 
ments, there will be removal of sluice gates everywhere, wftji the 
idea that the low-lying areas in different parts of the countryside will 
be silted up and therefore every inch of land in the country will be 
improved and brought on the same footing. That is the present day 
policy, perhaps going to he inaugurated very recently by Government. 
This question was also discussed by Mr. T. A. Curry who was brought 
from the Punjab years ago. The difficulty of the department has been 
that it always wishes lo be consulted by experts. But I would ask the 
Maharaja to take the common-sense view of things and not 
depend on expert advice. We have noticed year after year that the 
experts have proved a failure, particularly in this department. Now,, 
Sir, the Maharaja who is a native of this country, as well as the 
member of this House, knows intimately well what is the position in 
the countryside as described by members from different sections. 
Therefore, it is up to the Maharaja to take suggestions received from 
those members and act accordingly. 

It has been suggested by Mi Ilemliy that these small scheme? 
should be attended to and there will be decentralisation, and they 
will depend upon different district boards for their execution. But 
before that I may suggest to the TTon’blc Minister that a compre- 
hensive scheme must be immediately piepared and each district must 
he given the part of the scheme within its jurisdiction to work it out 
as a part of the whole scheme. That is how the whole question can 
he solved. I have no time to go into details, but speaking from my 
personal experience I may say that for the last 50 years schemes have 
been forwarded to Government who referred them to the District 
Magistrates concerned. Money was deposited in the Oollectorate 
treasuries for survey, but it was lying idle according to c circular 
issued in 1955. I have got a copy of that circular. 

Now, Sir, there was one M’heme, whnh was estimated to cost 
•Rs. 1,27.000. but that was pending from 1905. Another scheme was 
also approved by Government in the year 1955. But that scheme has 
also not been worked out up till the present monlent. That scheme 
was estimated to cost lis. 40,000. We understand that the scheme 
is again beigg looked into, and new survey is being made. I talk of 
Qularammir and Katakhali schemes in Diamond Harbour subdivision. 

This is the state of things going on. As has been pointed out by 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, it shows sheer apathy on the part of departs 
mental officers who do not care about giving effect to such schemes. 
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Mr.’ Hendry haa said that lie was very optimistic in these matters, 
because if the district boards take over charge it would be better. I 
quite agree with him that it would be better worked out by the district 
boards than by the departmental officers. 

* T^ere is another point. Sir. A member of the Coalition party 
suggested — why not take a hold step, have imagination and take a 
loan ? Of course loans can be easily raised. Its. HO lakhs were raised 
by loan some time back. In the countryside, the people are quite 
willing to pay a cess. A loan ot Rs. HO lakhs was raised on the Mugra- 
hat Canal scheme previously. Similarly, it schemes start on that line 
and Government take a bold stand, 1 hope within a short time money 
will be realised, and in this wu\ alone this problem will be solved find 
not in the happy-go-lucky fashion as the Hon’ble Minister seeks to do 
at the present moment. 


. The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coeeim* 
bazar: Sir, 1 am thankful to the members ot this Rouse for their 
kind criticism and helpful suggestions. 

. Sir, when 1 assumed charge ot this department, J think 1 held 
very similar view > to what some of my friends hold to-day, about the 
/solution of the Irrigation problems of the province. But luter, 
studying the question in some detail, I found a mountain-heap of 
impediments stood in our wn\ . It has been suggested that the 
problems have been undei investigation for the lust 17 or 18 years; 
there was the llopkyns Committee Report in 10H0, there wun the 
suggestions ot Sir William Wilcox. But why could we not net up to 
it ^ The answer is quite simple. (Rai ITakkmika N.viji Ciiacihiuri : 
Is it?) Sir. during the period which lias been mentioned, /.<?., 
during the time of the previous Government, this department was a 
reserved department, and I have to admit that all these recommenda- 
tions and suggestions were conveniently shelved in the Secretariat for 
reasons (Jest known to them and no action was taken (Rai IIa&kndka 
Nath Ohauhhurt: Hear, hear.) As a result, Sir, problems have 
been allowed to mount up making easy solution of the problem 
• impossible. Our greatest difficulties, us T have already stated, were 
about getting the requisite data. But again we were handicapped by 
‘the paucity of staff. The department was heavily retrenched by the 
previous Government. But we made the best of a bad bargain and 
have collected a certain amount of those data. But Sir, to draw up 
a* scheme to resuscitate the dead and dying rivers of the entire* province 
in two years is expecting something beyond human power. 


Mr/M. 8HAMMJ0DIN AHMED: Has any beginning been made? 
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Thi Hon'bla Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coaaifnbazars 

Certainly Sir, we have made a beginning and have §et the ball rolling. 
We have made a start from the upper reaches of the rivers, and the 
proposal of forming the River Commission is progressing. We have 
started the contour survey in right earnest. (Rai Harendra NAfh 
Chaudhuri : Before grants lapse!) I am not quite sure about* the 
lapsing of grants. (Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri: Make sure!) 

I am quite sure. Please let me go on. (Laughter I am sorrv to find 
that the opposition will use their obstructive tactics even in a' matter 
like this, where \ would have expected their full co-operation and 
helpful criticism. It is a question of vital interest for the province of 
Bengal (Dr. Nu.inaksha Sanyai. : By promises!), and I do hope 
that the opposition will allow me to proceed and not interrupt. 

Sir, the contour survey of West and Central Bengal is almost 
complete, and it is now proposed to take up the rest of the province 
by stages. 

Sir, it has been suggested that llie moneys which have been provided 
for other purposes such as bridges and <anals should he diverted foi 
this purpose. It is a fallacious argument. They have their utility in 
their respective spheres and money has got to be ptnvided for them 
just as we have got to do for all the departments. Considering the 
magnitude of the problem the money provided, I admit, is much too V 
small. As I stated elsewhere, even if the entire revenue of Govern- 
ment could have been spent for the purpose, it would have touched a 
fringe of the problem (Dr. Namnaksiia Sanyal: Spend whatever 
money you can get And who will spend the money? You cannot 
spend it.) I deny the charge. 

Sir, a reference has been made to my paper called “Bengal's 

River Problem and her Economic Welfare” in which l stated that 
liefore the contour survey of the entile province is completed we will 
proceed with what is called the niinoi irrigation schemes, because we 

can ill-afford to wait for it. In spite of our best efforts the 6 contour 

survey of the entire province, T am afraid, will take some time to be 
finished (Rai Harendra Nath Ch at* our rt : Finish with Greek 
Calends!) The reason is obvious. Paucity of trained staff, shortage 
of the working season and the vastness of the province are factors which 
cannot lie brushed aside. We are considering a comprehensive scheme 
for those portions of the province in which the contour 
survey has already been completed. Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyai^ 
When will the scheme be ready? And where is the 

budget pi*ovision for it?) (Mr. Santosh Kuhar Basu : Don’t inter- 
rupt but co-operate!) (Laughter.) (Dr. Naijnaksha Sanyal: A>- 
operate in promises I) 

* 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 
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(After adjournment.) 

Of. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Sir, are you going to put the 
motions now? We on our part however are quite prepared to hear the 
Honjble Minister for two or three minutes more if he has anything 
interesting to say. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coeeimbazart 

Sir, I am thankful to Mr. Hendry tor his words of caution regard- 
ing — 

Mr. SHAH 8YED COLAM 8ARWAR H088AINI: Sir, may I 
rise on a point of information? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: After the Hon’ble Minister has finished, not now, 

Tha Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coesimbazars 

Sir, I am thankful to Mr. Hendry for his words of caution regarding 
the technical control over the district boards in the decentralisation 
scheme. I admit Rs. f>(),()00 is much too small an amount consider- 
ing the need of the entire province. It has been provided as an 
experimental measure, and if we find u good response and the system 
works well, we would provide for more money. As regards Rs. 26,000 
being provided this year for the contour survey of Northern Bengal 
it does not mean that we are going to spend only Rs. 26,000 out of the 
total of nearly four lakhs. We hope to spend much more in future 
years when Centra! Bengal survey will be over. T am thankful to the 
members who have given me support in the River Training Laboratory 
Scheme, and T do hope that funds permitting in the coming year we 
will be able to see the much desired laboratory ail established fact. 

With these words, Sir, I am thanking the members again, with 
this assurance that all the projects of which they have spoken will l>e 
looked into. I resume my seat. 

Mr. 8HAH 8YED COLAM 8ARWAR H088AINI: May T rise 

now on my point of information ? CTOfY®tW * r I TOtni* 

(Si* cvuti 5wts?l *t»i ** ftlttf 1 ttfrl 

*tten f?*ta tfti nfifni btef fV*i ? 

Mr. SPEAKER; I am sorry that question cannot arisd now. 

* The motion of Mr. Md. Abu! Fad that the demand of Rs. 31,00,000 
unde* the heads “XVII — Irrigation, etc.” be reduced by Rs. 100 wae 
then put and lost. 
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The motion of Babti Premhari Barraa tliat the demand of 
Rg. 31,60,000 under the heads “XVII — Irrigation* etc.” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion moved by Mr. Mahim Chandra Das that the demand 4 >f 
Rs. 31,60,000 under the heads “XVII — Irrigation, etc.” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All other cut motions fall through. I will now 
put the main demand. 

The motion of the lion 'hie Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 
CoHfthn bazar, that a sum of Us. 31,60,000 lie granted for exj»enditure 
under the heads “XV FI — Irrigation — Working Expenses' — IS — Other 
Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordinary Revenues — 18(1) — Other 
Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine Insurance Fund — 19 — 
Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
Works — B — Financed from Ordinary Revenues and OS — Construction 
of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works'* was 
then put and agreed to. 


Revised time for sitting of the Assembly for 20th March and business 

after Budget. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I take up the other demand, I would just 
like to mention one or two mutter** and it is this: >o long as the 
Council was sitting we had to sit at 4- 4*> p.m., but I understand that 
the ( Council is sitting in tin* morning to-morrow. So we would sit 
to-morrow at 4 o’clock under the new rules, but 1 do not propose to 
put any demand to vote before •’> o’clock as it might inconvenience 
honourable members. 

There is another point which has been raised by Dr. Kanyal, and 
as Si r Nazim uddin is also here, I m,»\ mention the matter noA*. It is 
this: that the Motor \ chicle- Rules should be laid on the table. I, 
too, am of opinion that the Rules should be laid on the table. I 
think the As-emhh should get an opportunity to discuss the Rules 
as soon as the remaining budget demands are finished. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUODIN : You were also to mention some- 
thing about the dales of our subsequent meetings? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Oh, >*»s. I am feeling rather worried about |he 
dates on which we might fake up business after the 29th of March. 
We are going to sit on the 26th. 27th, 28th and 29th and we have already 
got a programme for these days. After that I find certain difficulties. 
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I understand that ther£ are certain Bills passed by this House whicli are 
likely to come up, ‘ain ordinary parlance,” after the usual seven days* 
notice has been given. At the same time I do realise that it involve® 
a heavy expenditure of Rs. 3,o()0 a day for the sitting of this House, 
ana I % do not want to have this expenditure unnecessarily incurred if 
we ctfn help it. Even if Government is not ready with those Bills by 
that time, yet, if they are ready with all the materials by which 
honourable members may know what exactly is coming before the 
House, even though formal notice of any actual (fate may not be 
presented, I will try to see whether we cannot expedite the business 
in any other way a* soon as possible after the budget demands are 
over. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In this connection, Sir, may we 
explain the position that we want to take up? 

» 

- Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUD0IN: Sir, please let me explain first. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, you have said that 
up to the 21tth the budget demands will go on. So 1 suggest 1 hut 
after that there may be an interval of 7 slay s which may he utilised 
for various othei things, including the Motor Vehicles Rules. I may 
submit that during that recess the Motor Vehicles Rules and Non- 
Official Bills and Resolutions may be taken up. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Well, 1 will tn to adjust the business and the 
time. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : May I point out what was the 
original intention ? So far an the Bills are concerned, it is expected 
that only three Bills might come back from the other House, namely, 
the .lute Regulation Bill, the Non-Agrioulturul Tenancy Bill 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER : Do you expect any heavy changes will be made 
in these Bills by the other House? 


Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : In respect of the Non- Agricul- 
tural Tenancy Bill we do not expect any changes, but in regard to the 
Jute Regulation #Bill, I understand there may he some minor change* 
or, as the Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture says, there may be no 
changes at all. But as far as the Bengal Tenancy (Third, Amend- 
ment > Bill is concerned, there may be one or two changes. In any 
cane these three Bills are expected to be finished quickly, that is by 
the 28kh. We expect that the Jute Regulation Bill will be over by 
to-morrow. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: What I want to ask the r Government Whip is 
this: as soon as the Council has passed the Bills, let him give informal 
notice to this House that they will be taken up, so that the members 
may be ready with their amendments. 

# 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is there any proposal, Sir, for 
>nu to waive the notice period? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : That I will have to consider. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Let us know that, Sir, definitely, 
for that is very important. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 may, however, uaive the usual ten days* 
notice. If there is enough work to do l do not want to have the 
Assembly not continuing, but what I suggest is that the gap might 
be utilised for official and non-official business which is still on the 
agenda. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : The difficulty is that there is not 
sufficient non-official business. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Ma ny, many. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Let me not be understood as 
trying to deprive the House of considering non-official business. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: You have already done that. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Excuse me. Sir, we have not 

done so. Our idea is that if this usual notice of ten days is insisted 
upon, then the House may be adjourned from the 31st March to the 
7th April. «- 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 ,enve the question of notice to me. I know 

what non-official business is there. Instead of giving a long gap I 
am for giving a short gap. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I suggest. Sir, that a three days' 
gap may be given if necessary. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But, Sir, the Motor Vehicles 

Rules themselves will take up a week. * 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I do not think, Sir, it take 
aa long a time as that. , 
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Dr. NALINAKSUA 8ANYAL: Well. Sir. we know better. • 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: But, Sir, the opposition mem- 
bers have not been able to carry anything as yet, although they tried 
to do so. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir. (he Govern men t Whip 
may have his own views regarding the non-official business, but we 
should have no quarrel about this joint conference. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid, the Motor Vehicles Rules will be a 
heavy affair and so it cannot perhaps be settled on the floor of this 
House. Would it not therefore l>e letter if the matter be gone into 
by a small committee? That will probably solve much of the diffi- 
culty that may be felt while discussing it in the open House. 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: 1 may inform 
the House that in the other place that was the procedure suggested 
and that it seemed to meet with general approval. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: There seems to 1 h* a difference 
of opinion in the Tmeurj Benches over it and let us not try to inuke 
much of it. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is a difference between the Assembly and the 
Council. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: The whole point is that 
instead of having a recess, we would certainly prefer to have non- 
official business. That is the submission we want to make to you. 

Mr. 8PEAKERI 1 am in favour of that. 


DEMAND FOR CRANT. 

50 — Civil Works avid 81— Civil Works not chargod to Rtvanua. 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar t 

Mr. Speaker" Sir. On the recommendation of His Excellency the 
Governor I beg to move that a sum of lin. 1,50,09,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” ami “81— OiviJ Works 
dkot charged to Revenue/* 

# In addition to the sum which the House is being asked to grant, 
the budget estimates include a further sum. of Re. 9,63.000 on account 
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of ch&rged expenditure. This brings the total upf to the record figure 
of Rs. 1,59,72,000. Honourable members will find that this figure 
exceeds the current year's provision by something like Rs. 44,000. A 
striking feature of the budget estimates is that the amount provide*} 
for establishment is much less than it had been even for the ,year 
1933-34 when total estimates amounted to only Rs. 8U lakhs.* I 
think it is dear to the House that we are doing practically double 
the work without any increase in establishment charges. 

Sir, the department of this Government which has public works in 
its charge has the reputation of being extravagant in its methods, its 
plans, and its work. I suppose that that is a reputation which it 
shares with the corresponding departments of every Governpient in 
the world. The comparatively low proportion of expenditure which 
goes against establishment shows that our organisation is not unduly 
expensive. Our rule about the acceptance of the lowest tender 
ensures that, on whatever rates we may base our estimates (and these 
rates have been considerably reduced in recent years) the work is done 
as cheaply us it can 1 m* with due regard to the standard on which we 
insist. It seems then that the only way in which we can reduce costs 
is by the lowering of our standards. The possibility of this has been 
under our consideration for some time now, and we have made some 
progress In providing lower specifications tor certain classes of work; 
the possibility of further reduction is under consideration, as is also 
the possibility of reducing the amount of accommodation provided' in 
official buildings, particularly in residences. In 1 he matter of tenders, 
we have also revised our rules which will ensure not only economy 
but also make it impossible for any one to suggest that the acceptance 
of tenders is influenced by any extraneous considerations. 

Sir, turning now to the estimates for the coming year, 1 think' the 
House is most interested in the roads which are proposed to he improv- 
ed at the cost of the Road Development Fund. The total amount 
provided for expenditure on Road Fund works is 11s. 33,91,000* The 
House will find that this figure is higher than that incurred in any 
single year previously. For the sake of bringing out the improve- 
ment in a pointed manner, may I put l>efore the House the actual 
expenditure, on road fund works incurred during the last three 
years ? 

Rs. 

In 1937 38 ' .. .. 13.21,4100 

In 1038-39 20,94,440 

In 1989-40 about Rs. 26| Lakh* (revised esthete.) 

In 1940-41 about Rs. 34 Lakhs 
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May I claim that this is a considerable improvement since we 
assumed charge? ^Another striking feature l should like to mention. 
There has been a continuous improvement during the last few years 
a# regards the percentage of actuals to the budget estimates. This 
percentage has risen from only 06 per cent, in 1900-37 to 59 per cent, 
in 1907-08 and 81 per cent, in 19*08-09. In the current year this per- 
centage will he about 90. Sir. 1 would invite the attention of the 
House to this rapidly increasing approximation of actuals to estimates 
which is indeed a good statistical proof of the improvement of our 
machinery placed in charge of road development works. 

J think that there is still a widespread belief that this province 
has lying at its credit large balances on account of its allocation to 
Road Development Fund which o»!\ had management keeps it from 
using. Now, we have just received from the Government of India a 
statement of the balance which the\ have standing at our credit. The 
. figure which the\ give us is just under Its. 40 lakhs. Ry the end of 
this >ear the balance which had* accumulated in our own hands will 
he exhausted, and thus the sum which 1 have just mentioned wilt 
represent all that we have to draw until the next allocation. 1 will 
rej**ut that figure — about Rs 40 lakhs. During the coming year we 
expect to spend Rs. 02,70,000. The difference between this figure and 
the sum of Rs. 03,91.000, the total estimated expenditure, represents 
the amount which we expect to get from the Government of India for 
the project in which the\ are interested. Thus at the end of the 
coming year we expect that onK a little more than Rs. 7 lakhs w'ill 
be left of the balance which the Government of India now hold for us. 

In addition to this there will Is* the amount which we expect will be 
allocated to us in the course of the Near, son, about 1N. 18 lakhs. 
This .will bring the balance at the end of the coming Near to about 
Rs. 2) lakhs. Assuming that during 1941-42 our allocation is again 
Rs. IS lakhs and assuming that our expenditure during that year is 
Rs. Oojakhs (which 1 think is a very conservative estimate when 
regard is had to the increasing rate of our exjienditure ) our balance 
two \ears hence will be not more than Rs. 8 lakhs. Now as we do not 
get our allotment from the Government of India until about the end 
of the financial year, a in work over Rs. 8 lakhs which we do between 
April, 1942, and January or February, 1940, will have to In* done, 
not w*ith cash in hand, but in anticipation of our allotment, unless of 
course tbe allocation from the Road Development Fund is supple- 
mented by provincial revenues. Even during 1942-40 a supplement 
‘from ‘these revenues will be necessarx if we are to maintapi the pace 
a^ which we afe now* proceeding, and of course after March, 1943, 
that supplement will have to be bigger still. I shall welcome during 
the debate which* is to follow an\ suggestions as to how this extra 
amount can be obtained. 
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The projects on which it is proposed to spend Road Development 
Fund money during the coming year have been cenumerated in the 
budget, and I would invite your attention in this connection to pages 
32-35 and pages 66-69 of the Brown Book. Perhaps a clearer idea of 
the work that has been done and will be in progress next year, jif the 
House approves, can be more clearly visualised by a reference to the 
map which has been placed in the library. One thing about that map 
which will, I think, strike honourable members who are keenly 
interested in this subject is that except in the vicinity of Calcutta 
where conditions are special, the roads which we have done or on which 
we are working or about to work, practically all run at right-angles 
to railways. From this I think it will be cleat that we are 
increasing facilities for the transport of agricultural produce to the 
main lines of communication of the province. This, as I said last 
year, was one of the points of our policy, a policy which 1 may say, 
was placed before the Provincial Board of Communications and met 
■with unanimous appioval. The roads, it will also lie seen, are at 
present inter-district or intia-district hut are also capable of being 
linked up into a system of all-Bengal interest. 

Sir, in my Budget speech last \ear, l explained to some extent the 
lines on which we propose to frame our road programme for Bengal on 
the basis of Mr. King’s report. That polio) we have been pushing on 
with vigour, and we have to our credit more econonn in working, an 
efficient machinery prepared for additional responsibilities, and a 
virtual exhaustion of the outstanding balances lying with the Govern- 
ment of India. With these words, Sir, I beg to move m\ demands. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 1.50,09.000 undei heads “50 — Civil Works” and 
“81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

We have known throughout t lie ages that the country which 
has progressed is the countn which has built a network of good 
roads run by an efficient and businesslike department, Acre in 
Bengal we know that except loads this department undertakes 
mostly works at tlie requisition of other departments. Within that 
handicap let me examine how far this department has been able to 
attain its end. From the budget it will be seen that out of the total 
demand of Us. ] ,50,09,000 a sum of Us. 30,08, 000 only has been pro- 
vided for communication, original works and repairs, and for buildings 
Its, 01,16,000 has been provided. Under the latter head, the Hon'ble 
the Finance Minister has in his budget statement made special mention 
of certain sums of money allotted for certain works, by which the 
needs of the police, military and the rich have overriden the needs ahd 
interests of the people not only in this, but in building projects* also. 
In his speech on the budget in September, 1937, Khan Bahadur Facial 
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Qifadir who had more than *30 years’ experience in the Registration 
Department drew the pointed attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the 
difficulties of the tub-registrars and of their clerks, muharrira and 
peons with regard to their housing arrangement. How the sub-regis- 
ters who are the representatives of Government in villages, and who 
command the respect of the public and who are doing much for rural 
uplift, live miserably in rented houses! How some of them have to 
live in Ibazars like shopkeepers and some of their offices located in the 
bazar like shops! Government spend Rs. 47, 000 as rent for these 
offices and quarters. If Government buildings were constructed for 
these, there would be a saving of about a lakh of rupees annually. 
But what has the Government done in this respect ? Gut of 383 offices, 
building arrangement has been mafic for only 20 offices since* 1937, 
making a total of about 43 offices; the remaining 340 offices are still 
being held in rented houses. Provision for only two new buildings 
has been made for the next year, one at Rangpur and the other at 
Midnapore, and sums of Rs. 12,130 for the one and Rs. 14,000 for the 
•other have been provided. Alx>ut the buildings tor sub- registrars and 
their offices, Government generally try to provide large sums. If 
.instead Rs. 4 to 5 thousand are spent for these combined quarters and 
buildings providing for purro plinth and wall, with corrugated iron for 
roof with wooden ceilings, this will answer the purpose admirably, and 
Government will be able to provide for it large number of such build- 
ings every yeai . The Hon’ble Minister gave assurance in August, 1937, 
of taking great care to enquire into sperific instances of corruption and 
to deal with these cases with the utmost severity according to the nature 
of each case. But hitherto no cure seems to have been taken by the 
Hon’ble Minister to enquire into these cases. 

I have no hesitation in saying that broad daylight plunders of the 
money of this department in execution of works and repairs are being 
perpetrated not only bv contractors, but bv the officers of the depart- 
ment from peon to some of the Executive Engineers under the very nose 
of the higher officers and of the Hon’ble Minister. 

Sir, # the Hon’ble Minister has amended the rule and issued orders 
that tenders must be invited in the cases of works, whether original or 
repairs, the cost of which is more than Rs. 1,000 and general orders 
have been given for acceptance of lowest tenders except in special cases 
where the officers hove to state reasons for acceptance of higher tenders: 
also orders have ft»een issued for maintaining approved lists of con- 
tractors separately for different kinds of work. Scheduled rates of the 
department have also been prepared up to 1938 of which a copy I have 
• got. * 

• Now, Sir, the schedule of rates is made on the basis of the prevail- 
ing market rates of materials and labour keeping a margin of 10 per 
cent* as profit fof contractors. Since the assumption of office by the 
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Hon ’We Min jaier tenders are being accepted at such a low rate as ~j& 
P«r cent, below scheduled rates in all divisions,* For want of time I 
am unable to give instances of such cases. « 

Now, Sir, the question is how can the contractors manage to finish 
the work with such low percentage of rates. For the last few years 
rates of materials have gone high, and it is simply impossible for# these 
contractors to supply approved materials on such low rates. A few 
instances of the prices of materials and labour could have been cited 
but for want of time I am unable to do so. 

On enquiry, Sir, I have learnt that the contractors have to pay a 
lump sum money as gratification to some of the Executive Engineers 
to get big w'orks according to their value. Then they have to pay 
about 12 per cent, for final approval of the works finished by them to 
the different officers of the department 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Will the honourable member take the responsibility for the statement 
that money was puid to the officers of the department? 

Mf« MD. ABUL FAZL. Yes, 1 take full responsibility 

Tha Hon’blo Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Will be be able to say that outside the House? 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Yes 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Yes, loth inside and outside 
this House. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: X ow, Sn. it a contractoi has to work on 
a *19 pet cent, less tender and has to pa\ 12 per cent, for office expenses, 
it ooines to 51 per cent, less, besides lump sum gratifications to some 
Executive Engineers. Out of this work he wants to make a profit also. 
So what ouu this process he called except broad daylight plunder of 
public finances? 

The highly paid and qualified engineers who give these works and 
approve of them are either incompetent or thieves and there are many 
such officers by whom this department is run. 

An enquiry into the financial condition of the officers of the depart- 
ment from Executive Engineers down to overseers will slfow what large 
hank balance they have got, investments of money in shares and real 
property they have made, and house and landed properties they have 
acquired in epit* of their legal limited inoome. As for the list pf 
contractors prepared and published by the Executive Engineers it will 
b* seep that those xm tractors who have got relations in the department 
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rally of the higher ranks have got their names in. This is nepotism 
of the worst type. The contractors who try to work oonecientiottsly 
and honestly have Sarefuily been excluded from the list. Discrimination 
has also been made against Muslims in enlistment and classification. I 
have got figures to show what rabid communalists some of these 
departmental officers have been in the matter of classification and dis- 
tribution of work in the Presidency, Central, Northern and Eastern 
Circles, w'here percentage of Muslim contractors are lfl'9 per cent., 10*6 
per cent., 13*2 per cent, ami 39*11 per cent, respectively. It is under- 
stood that this classification has been made on the working of the last 
three years, according to the work done by each contractor. But 
Muslims have been hardly given any work for the last three years and 
the small amount of work given to them were of less value. So, Sir, 
that has been made a plea for non-inclusion of Muslim contractor* in 
the higher classes. No less than 48 Muslim contractors who had !>cen 
getting some work previously were excluded from the list in spite of 
the letter No. 1090-A., dated 1st April, 1939, from the Secretary of 
this Department to the Chief Engineer, Bengal, Communication and 
Buildings, for taking cure alnmt enlisting men from all communities 
adequately with special reference to the enlistment of Muslims in large 
numbers. This lettpr has totally been ignored and has been respected 
more in the breach than in its observance. Here 1 have got a lint of 
48 names that have been excluded. Muslims are entitled to get at 
least .‘>0 per cent, of the work and if separate lists are made for each 
eommuniU and work distributed according to their claim, no objection 
oun be raised. All this will go to show* that the department bus not 
only been a public w*aste department hut a department for plunder 
without detection. 

With these words I now- commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: nnfii nmfs mnwr. iffiifTOl 

iw-iirj n*icw niiTiniTW fnq totoh cwttT &Tti nnrti i*zn wot ro-nw 
S'nfws in mf * r hot nnTHira Assurance fuci toir amm 

(Tit H assurance UtlCfcH i JFTCfft House a? TTO? TOTI facill 
Cl WPR «t H assurance 45 Si? W? CWTT9 at ^i-UIl 13~ CH * R IT TORI 
at fifrcii details totoh inn m to c=iti at fasrm ci ci 
wnf cm c it M jw t hsI hot ci to«t ifiw fat* i 

C*rt> Public Works Department HI ifllTO C1TC1 a-fUTTO HI 
fiCICTR Civil Works Department. CTO TOW OT Cl Public 

Waite Departmental WIT ClTCTOR CT 51C an TOOT CTOC1 RT fTO CTO« 
CJRTt Clt 1 C1R IT Civil Works Departmental HOT HTO at Department 
Evil Works Departments ifiis ciTOCfi WH Department 

tocV wtwe ciw totton ciww tow ot iw, fro i^TfiTO wrot times 
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c?c?t . expert a? c?nrrt c?«?r tii fro *ra“t ?m?i to tops cro? acsw 
0WTCW CTO 51 <9t SfSSST TO? C?, C??TC?t ?S experts? ??TC?? CH?lC?t TO ???, 
C??l«t TO ??SI a?? ant cmm *IT c? expert TO? ^ ?C?I?I? scheme, am 
CT schemea? TOW ?S a* 5T<FT ??5 CXTCHCf C?t scheme TO *nfTO abandon 
??r wjtoi tot? to at 5 t?t atsrc? ??& m cro? grits? fwth 

?#l> ??T ??t t 

Road Development a? C? W scheme ?TC? am XT? Map® CTOf* STt CTO 
tot to c? $cmc?r, stfn xrcs aulrol srra $fasis wirTn to? fay? *?m? 

J^f??T TO? K^ITO TO CTO^ nTC?, C?t $WtI to ?PST m CTO? CTOT ?$ ?? 
TO? CTO Inter-District Road, Inter-Provincial Road a?? fa Inter- 
Continental Road TO faC?« at ??? schemea? ‘TOT JtfSTTO?? CTO $?TO 
t? ?TI TOfaTC?? CSS? f?C? C? Bombay Trunk Roada? scheme C?TC?C? C? Wl 1 ? 
^asUr TOT C?TTO mf? I at scheme a C? TO? Damodar bridge a? TO*U 
CTOICf STCS 5S expertt TO/I m CTO Bridge successful falsest C#ICS' 

m?CTO mi at Bridge a? CTOC? TOflTO? fa?5 Bridge TOC? S?f?C# ST? f*Sl 
eat? Governments warning fafa ?S (jT?Tt TOS TO^T m CTO SSfaTW? nfaWfl? 
?? &r?Tt m5 to i to'?!?, c?TH?ln~5 am mr^T fs?T< ?r?m, m5r? am fm&^? 
Ji^ts sue? c? fam5 mrts ®oc?, c??tc? a? ?? c?tcto <ih c?fa? far? ?pst m t*rc? 
TOifac? tm? at 5T3PTt5r?r «mr? toi c?m? to ?m me? stcs m?< i MlcH? afs 
$?ro to mi at ?ro toto \?Wctot to?t? tot mt? msl ?m??c? «rcjro 
crofai 

ST?*(? Department a? administration a? ??? TOTO TOT? ?fT 

TOTO^t? TOT C?TC?CI?l TO?T SC? $C? 5? CTO STOTT?? TOT6 C5? TO ?Tl 
C? CTOT? ^ faCS “StSTTOC?? S?T? TOT SSI’S ?^? TOTO” I S?lf? a?TC? ?T?T 

S?fa?s sm? s*rm wet ?*sc? «fsc? ®r^s? tocto c? sfz tot? c?rc?cw i ewe? 
fafac?? ?? stsrsTC?? a? 5m c?mc? mu Vrs tot ?? facso contract c?s?r 
CXTCS I CST? ??? ?TCTO TOUTOS m C5TC? C?5 t fa CTO? ?*S?? 

ST? a?5T TOT at Department expert rryr« Chief Engineer CTO TOPS 
CSTC? Divisional Engineer 3$ts Engineer ?T?m? fa 31'?! TO ?TCF? 

Irrigation TOTOT 4S t ST TO?T? TO? msl TOT*!? C?TC?tfC?? C? CTT5 CIT5 scheme 
?^t? District Board a? undera C??T? <!<*?! C5TC? I ?Tt? C<I?CB 5Tt C? 

?*TOrs at ?1ts TO^?T?1 ?f? cut? CtT5 District Board a? 

nndera C?S?T 5? STCtTC? at t?STCTO TOF ?C?? TO TO I at Top heavy adminis- 
trationa? TOS TO? TO ?TT?! 

a fT?T District Boarda? undera CTO contract TO5C*? TO? STO ?Jt * 
TO! TO? District Boarda? CTOTTO5 contract TOTO? fa CfICt m C?TC? ST? 
??? ?T??T? ?J? T? ?TCf ?T ff?flST* Head office CTO contract t?C? ?SIT 

?»s??? mn at m tot? 

(Hon the member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 
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* Mr. C. MORGAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have much pleaau're is 
supporting the inotjon for ^rant moved % <he Hon’ble Minister. After 
examining the present position and programme of the work being 
carried out Oby the department on roads, I should like to congratulate 
the department on the definite and satisfactory progress that has been 
made^since my last criticism in this House. At the same time, I wish 
to congratulate Mr. Ring, who was appointed Special Officer, on the 
voluminous report and the detailed maps recently issued. This report 
provides Government with all the information necessary for a com- 
prehensive policy of road development in Bengal. 

Some time ago, at a meeting of the Board of Communications, a 
“six-point’ ’ policy, which had been drawn up by the Government of 
Bengal, was approved, as the llon’ihle Minister has just told us. This 
was referred to recently by him in a reply to clause {(I) of question 91. 
This question w*as put by Mr. Moazzamali Chowdhury, and from the 
reply given honourable members will be able to satisfy themselves as 
.to the aims and objects of Government, and the policy which is to be 
pursued. In case honourable members have not seen the question and 
answer, I repeat the “six-point” policy and it is very important — 

(1) Government should complete the Hoad Fund Schemes now in 

progress and those for which provision is made in the 19H0-4O 
budget. 

(2) Government propose to take up as soon as possible a programme 

of constructing or improving to modern standards, roads 
required for the transport of agricultural produce to suitable 
markets and roads which will serve as feeders to railway 
stations and steamer ghats. 

(11) Works should he spread over as many districts as possible. 

(4) Government will have regard to the existence of other means 
of communication and the amount of traffic* likely to be 
expected. 

(bJ^Due consideration will have to be given to areas already enjoy- 
ing fairly satisfactory means of communication, if there is 
a possibility of increase of road traffic and a consequent 
increase of revenues from the Petrol Tax — a very important 
point. 

(6) Government aim should be to provide as much work as possible 
on roads w’hich can ultimately be linked up with existing 
• inter-district and provincial roads and not merely local 

roada. 

Sir, that is not an easy task, but I am satisfied that tile problem 
is«now being properly tackled. 

A(| regards the present financial position the Hon’Me Minister’s 
statement about the position with regard to the Road Development Fund 

19 
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is interesting. It appears that the balance now held for u s by the 
Central Government is Rs. 40 lakhs, and that if £he full programme 
is carried out, Government expects the balance in the Road Develop- 
ment Fund will be practically exhausted by 31st March, 1942. After 
that, they would only have the annual subvention of approximately 
Rs. 17 or Rs. 18 lakhs. 

To carry out their programme after March, 1942, will require 
between Rs. 30 and Rs. 40 lakhs annually. So it seems that there will 
be a deficit of about Rs. 17 lakhB which will have to be raised from 
provincial revenues. 

The deficit might of course be met by raising a loan but, so far as 
one can see, this would not Ibe satisfactory in that only a certain amount 
can be spent each year, and there would be no use raising money which 
might have to lie idle and cost the Government annual interest. Thii 
deficit amount of Rs. 17 lakhs could probably be 'obtained by increasing 
the Motor Vehicles Tax, and allotting one-half to the department for 
road construction purposes. 

As regards maintenance, Sir, approximately Rs. 18 lakhs is spent 
from revenue on maintenance charges. I understand that a few years 
ago the figure was Rs. 26 lakhs, and the reduction is due to the intro- 
duction of better and more modern types of surfacing. With further 
construction maintenance charges may be expected to increase, but it 
should be some time yet before they amount to the old figure, and I 
hope that meantime there will he no difficulty in finding money for 
repairs without reducing expenditure on new construction. 

In this connection, I would like to mention that the greatest damage 
done to roads is by bullock-carts. Everyone iH convinced that if we ean 
have the proper kind of bullock-carts, the huge amount spent on repair 
of roads damaged by bullock-carts will be reduced by an enormous 
amount. This, I know, is a very difficult question, but I would suggest 
that bullock-carts not using any rubber tyres may be taxed in some 
way or other so that they may compensate to a certain extent for the 
great damage that they do to roads. 

Coming to the expenditure for 1940-41 that is budgeted, Re. 34 
lakhs have been allocated as follows — improvement of Government 
roads, Rs. 10-45 lakhs; and grants-in-aid, Rs. 23*46 lakhs. The work 
is almost entirely done by the Communications and Works Department. 

As regards the grants-in-aid to local bodies, I wouM urge Govern- 
ment to maintain the reconstructed district board roads, and it is most 
important^ that Government should take them over. I beg to draw the 
attention of honourable members from the mufassal to this desirable 
object, and would add that in any arrangement which may be come lo, 
some contribution towards maintenance charges should be made the 
district boards. 
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1 am aware that there may be legal difficulties with regard to 
Government taking over these roads, but am of opinion that the matter 
Is of such importance that it should be gone into at once. If Govern- 
ment maintain these roads, they would certainly have a case for 
:laiiging a share of the Motor Vehicles Tai. 

Now, Sir, as regards establishment, it is often suggested that there, 
ihould be a separate establishment for road construction, but I am 
convinced that this would not be at all satisfactory. I understand that 
the establishment is quite sufficient for the work which is to be carried 
jut. Everyone will understand that there is a limit to the amount 
tfhich can he spent annually. So, it iR useless to constitute a separate 
road establishment which many times of the year might have little 
work to do. The Ilon’ble Minister must not forget when discussing 
this road question that we have a river and waterways system which hae 
ao parallel in any other province in India and which gives cheap and 
?asy transport. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the demand of IN. 1,50,09,000 under the heads “50— Civil 
Works'’ and “81 — ( 'ivil Works not charged to Revenue" be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I will not take much time of the House, particularly after the 
speech that has been made on the subject by my friend Mr. Morgan. 
But I feel that none of the previous speakers has pointed out one serious 
defect which has Iwen disclosed during examination by the Public 
Accounts Committee and its comment made at page 120 of the Appro- 
priation Accounts of 1987-38 and the Audit Report. We find therefore 
that -there was a provision under Communications and Works to be 
financed by subventions from the Central Road Fund to the extent of 
Rs. 10,27,000. The modified appropriation was Rs. 0,04,851 and there 
was a ghortage of appropriation of Its. 4,14,489. This I submit, Sir, 
is too serious a neglect, particularly when we are all aware that the 
Treasury Benches cannot plead w f aut of schemes for the purpose of 
•pending on road development. We know exhaustive schemes have 
been prepared and the King Report contained schemes on which we 
could easily spend money for the next 100 years without making any 

scheme whatever, if not for 200 years. 

• 

Sir, under such circumstances the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Communications owes an explanation to this House ; how is it that the 
full amount of subvention from the Central Fund is not availed of and 
u&lised during the year, why this deplorable state of things still con- 
tinues and how # he proposes to effectively stop this, I should 
aay, negligence, if not scandal. # 
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Jfcw, Sir, we all know that Bengal is very poor in communications. 
We know that poot people cannot get proper pric# for their produce 
•because they cannot take advantage of a wider market, and we know 
that industry can never develop without good communication both by. 
water and land. Just now we had* a full discussion regarding the 
deficiencies of irrigation, and we now find that in spite of funds being 
available, in spite of the necessity of good roads, the full amount avail- 
able to ibis province is not being spent. There has been a little 
improvement — if I caught the Hon’hlc Minister in charge aright — but 
we are not. satisfied that every thing is being done. If I may offer a 
piece of advice, and if it is accepted in the spirit in which T give it, if 
past experience shows that the amount budgeted cannot be utilised 
within the year, there is no harm in budgeting, in providing in excess 
of the amount and then appropriating at least the minimum amount 
that is available for the province. 


Sir, I do not want to detain the House any further. With these 
few words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbazar: 

Sir, I am thankful to Mr. Morgan, for his kind criticism and helpful 
suggestions, and I am glad to find that the road policy which the ’Gov- 
ernment is following has the support of this House. Mr. Md. Abul 
Fazl in his cut motion has raised the question of abuses prevailing in 
this department. I admit, Sir, that in a lug department like this there 
may he some black sheep. But it would he unfair accusing the entire 
department of corruption without giving specific cases and giving me 
an opportunity to look into them. Let me state the steps we have already 
taken with a view to prevent corruptions. The first action we took 
was to revise the schedule of rates in order to reduce the margin of 
profit. Sir, unless there l>e a good margin ot profit nobody can willingly 
pay any bribe to anybody. Secondly, we have improved the system of 
accepting tenders, leaving absolutely no option to the officers hut to 
accept the lowest tender. Thirdly, we have arranged for more frequent 
supervision by superior officers than it used to be before. In addition 
to tins, we had a special officer appointed to look into the question and 
examine the working of the department generally and to suggest 
remedies. The report is in our hands already, and we are considering 
the question of giving effect to the suggestions as far as possible. If 
the honourable member had any particular names in view, I would 
be only too glad if he gave them to me. so that I may deal with the 
matter as thoroughly as possible. I may assure the honourable menlj)er 
that I am as anxious as he himself to stop corruption whenever it can . 
be detected, and I can also assure the House that I shall leave no 9 stone 
unturned to stop this nefarious practice. 
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* ' Sir, I am glad tlyit an honourable member has himseM^tefeir^fl to ft 
circular ’which has been recently issued by the department. ®his 
circular is to the # effect that contractors of all communities should bft 
given a fair chance of submitting tenders. Sir, this will show £ho 
dines on which the department is working in this Vespect. But I must 
submit that there are certain communities whose number of contractors 
is small, and so it is not possible to have the work distributed among 
the contractors of different communities. As a matter of fact, accord- 
ing to the existing rules we cannot give contracts on communal lines. 
But, Sir, we are doing our best to have the approved list of contractors 
improved as much as possible giving a fair share of contracts to all the 
communities. A question has been raised about t lie very low per- 
centage which is offered during tender; that, l believe, is a matter for 
individual contractors, and I am sure when they make any offer they 
do not do so with the idea of losing their money. 

Mr. Jogesh Chandra (lupta has gone into ancient history. I do 
admit that there was a time when we could not spend the entire sub- 
vention which we got from t he (Jovermnent of India. But the situa- 
tion has completely changed now. Last year, I think, we got about 
Rs. 17 lakhs from the tiovernment of India, hut we spent about Its. 2 
lakhs. So t hat is no evidence of any money lapsiug. In the current 
year, too, we got about Its. IS lakhs and we hope to spend nearly Us. 27 
lakhs; that again does not show that any amount has lapsed. 
Similarly, in the coming year we propose to spend nearly Its. *14 lakhs. 
Certainly, Sir, that is an improvement for which the department can 
take credit. There is no question of any amount lapsing even if we 
cannot spend it. This year, over and above the subvention, we are 
going to spend Its. 2 A lakhs on special grants and Us. 0 lakhs from the 
accumulated reserve. With these words, Sir, I oppose the cut motion* 
and commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

The motion of Mr. Md. A bill Fazl that the demand of Its. 1,50,09,000 
under the heads “50 — Civil Works” and ”81- -Civil Works not charged 
to Revenue” be reduced by Its, 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Jogesh Chandra (iupta that the demand of 
Rs. 1,50,09,000 under the heads “50 - Civil Works” and ”81 — Civil 
Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put 
’and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy* of Cossisa- 
bazar, that a sum td Rs. 1,50,09,000 be granted for expenditure under 
the 'heads* **50— -Civil Wbrks” and *‘81 — Civil Works nqt charged to 
Revenue” was tifen put and agreed to. & a 
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Laying the Indian Motor Vehicles Rules on the Table. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Nazimuddin K are..vou going to lay the Iqdian 
Motor Vehicle* Rules on the Table ? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: Yes, Sir, I am going to, 
but I have lost the formula and can’t find it. But in the absence of 
• that legal formula 1 simply lay the Rules on the Table. In this connec- 
tion, Sir* a suggestion has been made, in view of the fact that the time 
is. so short, that theto should 'be a joint conference between the two 
Houses, and^ve find that in the rules the only way in which we can 
get things settled together is by the appointment of a joint conference 
under Rule 11 of the Bengal Legislative (Joint Sittings and Com- 
munications! Rules. The rule reads as follows:— 

“(1) If a difference of opinion arises between the two Chambers 
in regard to, any matter, or if in respect of any matter a 
Conference between the Chambers is considered desirable, 
and'*n resolution is passed in either Chamber that the matter 
should be discussed at a Conference, a message shall be sent 
to the other Chamber to inform it of the resolution and to 
desire its concurrence in the resolution. 

(2) If the other Chamber agree, a motion shall be made in each 

Chamber nominating the mem hers -of that Chamber who are 
to represent it at the Conference. At a Conference each 
Chamber shall be represented by an equal number of 
• members. 

(3) Save that the provisions of the Bengal Legislative Council 

(Governor s) Rules shall, so far as may be, apply, the 
Conference shall determine its own procedure. 

( 4 ) The day, hour and place of the Conference shall be fiied by 

the President/' 

Accordingly, Sir, I propose to move a resolution the first thing 
to-morrow with your special permission after question time, suggesting 
the names of members of both Houses, the number of members being 
5 or 7 from each House. 

% 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, there are one or two 
other points which I want to raise in this connection. 

TM fiontfait Khwaja 8»r NAZIMUDOIN: Sir, let me finish first, 

for I haye not yet finished For me to be able to mote a resolution on 
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(bit subject it i. necegaary that the gnjup, Whips should kindly give the 
Government Whip^the names that they would like to suggest 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Jf only five names are to be 

Aiggested, then the Whips will be in a very great difficulty to decide 
as considerably more members than five would like . to be in , ibe 
conference from this House. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Let all the Whips be 

oonaulted first. > 

* * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think it would be better if all the Whi> meet 
together in a room and set^e the matter among themselves. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, there is also another point 
which has got to be considered in this connection. Suppose, we have 
.our joint discussion and arrive at a certain agreement. Thereafter, 
what procedure would you like to follow, SirP 1 submit, Sir, that 
♦he usual procedure for Bills be followed. 

* Mr. 8PEAKER: Well, personally, I am not very clear as to what 
procedure should he followed. If there is an agreement reached by the 
Conference I can assure you that I shall try my best to give effect to 
that agreement, hut in case there is disagreement, I am afraid I cannot 
commit myself offhand to what line I should take. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The applicability of the recom- 
mendations of the Conference will be otherwise infructuous. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If there is agreement, so far so good, hut if there 
is disagreement it would fall altogether. There is no midway course. 

Or. JIALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Suppose, Sir, there is substantial 
agreement and minimum of difference, what will happen then? 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I have said it must he either this way or 
that. The agreement must be complete in all respects for the 
recommendations to be effective. 

The House now stands adjourned till 4 o’clock to-morrow. 

Adjournment 

It*being 7-35 p.m. — 

Tfce Hctaae was adjourned till 4 p.m. on Wednediey, the 20th 
Kerch, 1940, at *t!ie Assembly House, Calcutta. * 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Ass^nUy assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

« 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 20th March, 1940, at 4 p.m. 


Praeent: 

Mr. Speaker vthe Hon’ble Khan Huhadur M. Azizci. Hauce, c.i.i.) 
in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 195 members 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Communal ratio in appointments under Court of Wards in Rangpur. 

*231 B. Mr. K8HETRA NATH SINCHA: <*) Will the Hon bje 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(t) whether it is a fact that all big estates in the district of Rangpur 
are under the Court of Wards; 

(it) how many estates are under the Court of Wards; and 
(tit) whether the question of communal ratio is observed in matters 
* of appointments in these estates ? 

(b) If t|ie answer to (a)(tn) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether cases of the Muslims and Scheduled 
Castes are considered at the time of appointments? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate the desirability — 

(t) of observing the ratio question in future appointment^; and 

(it) of appointing officers and servants from the tenants of the 
province? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a)(i) No; but the majority 

are under the Court of Wards. 

(it) Thirteen (including 3 Trust estates). 

(Hi) Tfye matter is under consideration. 

(6) Yes. 

(c)(i). Tlae Aatter is under eonsi deration. * 

(u) • 
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Communal ratio in tSo clortoal staffs of Patona and oortain othor 

ColleotoratM. 


* # 231(k Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the Pahna, Bogra, Rangpur, Dinajpur, 
Rajshahi, Jalpaiguri and Malda Collectoratea — 

(i) the present number of posts — 

(1) in the upper division, and 

(2) in the lower division ; 


ii) the number of them held by — 
(J) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindus, 

(3) Scheduled Castes, 

(4) Indian Christians, 

(5) Anglo-Indians, and 

(6) other communities; 


(tit) the pay that is drawn at present by each of them; 

(iv) the present number of Head Clerks, Superintendents, Sheri si 

dars, Nazirs that are in these district offices, district by 
trict ; and 

(v) how many of them are — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindus, 

(3) Scheduled Castes, 

(4) Indian Christians, 

(6) Anglo-Indians, and 
(6) other communities? 

TIM HontHo Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Three statement* 
furnishing the information are laid on the Library table. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Live-stock census in Bengali 

115B. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department he pleiwed to 
state whether it is a fact that an account of the live-stock and other 
belongings of the people of Bengal is being collected at Government 
expense ? 

(b) If so, what is the object? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) how much cost it will involve; and 

(»i) how much has already been incurred therefor? 

MINI8TER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): («) Yes. A 
census of live-stock including poultry as well as agricultural implements 
and machinery was taken in January last. 

( b ) This is the quinquennial live-stock census taken by all provinces 
and ipost of the States in India simultaneously, according to the 
recommendation of the Royal Commission on Agriculture. The object 
of the census is to collect the necessary data for the solution of problems 
connected with the improvement of cattle, fodder and agricultural 
wealth. 

(r)(») Rsi 6,985, and 

(it) Ils. 2,385. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon Me Minister 

he pleased to state how many times the live-stock census has up till 
now been taken after the recommendation of the Royal Commission on 
Agriculture excluding this one? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Two, I think. 

i ( 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased Jo state what has been the figure as regards bulls in the laet 
census — whether it has been found to be on the increase or decrease? \ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I wanf noticed 
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' Mr. SASANKA S^KHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether these statistics have been collected 
simultaneously in all the districts of Bengal? 

•The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Tea, Sir. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when this enquiry began? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 don't know the date. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Approximately when did it 
begin ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: It was done in January 
last. 

Remission of interest on arrear rents in Deb-Barvna Wards Estate in 

Dinajpur. 

115C. Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: (a) Is the llon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(t) that the Deb-Barma Wards Estate at Chirirbandar in the dis- 
trict of Dinajpur is an cjmali mahrd with a private landlord 
of half share; 

(ti) that the private landlord is realising arrear rent without 
interest; and 

(tit) that the concession in the shape of the remission of interest in 
the Wards Estate of the half-share both in respect of arrear 
rent and current rent haw been withdrawn? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Collector* of Dinajpur, the Divisional Commissioner and the Board of 
Revenue have received any representation from the tenants for remission 
of interest on the ground of hardship? 

(c) If so, what action, if any, has been taken on the representation 
of the tenants? 

. Th# Hon’ble. Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: («)<•) and (b) 
Yes. 

• (tt) ' It is so reported, 

£w) Yes, but the Collectors have been given authority in special 
•circfmetAncQi to remit interest. 

(t)* Vide (a)(iiif above. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA HATH KUNDU: With reference to his answer 

( a)(iii ) will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to Btate what are the 
circumstances contemplated for remission of inter&t and if any direc- 
tion has been issued to the Collector in that behalf P 

4 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs Direction has 
been issued to the Commissioner, and I am sure the Commissioner will 
convey to the Collector. The circumstances contemplated are, the 
Collector will go into the merit of each case and will exercise his 
discretion. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when the direction was given — how many months 
back P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Just about a 
couple of weeks ago. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state, with reference to his answer («)(it), what he means 
when he says “it is so reported” ? Has he made any enquiry about it? 

The Hon’blo 8ir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Yes 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: What has ken the result 

of his enquiry? Was the report found to be correct? 

Mr. 8PEAKER ; The answei is. “it is so reported.” 

Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: 1 want to know what has 
been result of the enquiry made by the Hon’ble Minister? 

The Hon’blo 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There are certain 

cases in which one co-sharer of the estate has been realising the arrear 
rent without interest. 

Mr. 8A8ANKHA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Collector of the district has been asked 
to get information from the private landlord giving tne names of the 
tenants and the amounts remitted? 

ThO Hon’blo Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Not neoeaw&ry. 

That is the duty of the Collector. We can safely depend on bte di#c*o- i 
tion and on his common sense. ^ V * 
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Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEEi Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is his intention to make an official enquiry 
Of the Collector as to the number of cases in which remissions have been 

made in accordance with the recommendations of the Hon’ble Minister? 

• 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The Collector has 
been authorized to do all that is necessary to exercise his discretion. 

So it is not necessary for Government to give him detailed instructions 
in this matter. We can depend on his commonsense. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: My question has not been 
answered, Sir. I asked him whether we would be able to know as a 
result of his instructions if the Collector made any concessions? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou will have to put u further question for that 
because it is now purely problematical whether the Collector will make 
any concessions or not. 


Message from the Bengal Legislative Council. 

The Secretary read the following message which had been received 
from the Bengal Legislative Council, namely 

“That the Bengal legislative Council at its meeting held on the lttth 
March, 1940, agreed to the Bengal Finance (Amendment) Bill, 1940, 
without any amendments. ’ 


Cable to tha Marquis of Zetland. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I iadies and gentlemen, as authorised, 1 sent the 
following cablegram to the Marquis of Zetland: — 

“Bengal Legislative Assembly shocked to hear ot dastardly outrages 
and at meeting this atternoon expressed its abhorrence (stop) Assembly 
expresses its congratulations on your providential eseape as also of I>ord 
Lamington and Sir Louis Dane and further expressed its horror at death 
of Sir Michael O’Dwyer and offers deepest sympathy with his bereaved 
-family which may kindly lie communicated.” 

* He has acknowledged it as follows : — 

. “Greatly appreciate good wishes of Bengal legislative Assembly. 
Please convey my warm thanks. I have passed on their messages to 
Lady O'Dwyer, Lord Lamington and Sir Louis Dane. 


ZETLAND.” 
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9 — Stamps. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 4,66,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “9 — 
Stamps.’* 

Mr. RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Us. 4,66,000 under the head “9 — Stamps” be reduced by Ra. 100. 

Sir, the income of this department in about Its. 2,64,000. Now let 
us see who pays this vast amount. If we make an account of the suits 
that are now prevalent in law courts, we find that 95 per cent, of the 
suits are either rent or Small Cause Court or money suits where at the 
outset it is found that the costs of the suits in the shape of court-fees 
are paid by the landlords or creditors, but these costs up to the last 
penny are included in the decretal amounts which are in the long run 
realised from the poor tenants and debtors. 

The rent suits primarily concern the poor section of the tenants who 
are unable to pay even their actual rents. Though some relief was 
sought to be given to these poor tenants by reducing the rate of compen- 
sation from 25 per cent, to I2i per cent, by the Hengal Agricultural 
Tenancy Aid., but this has been counter-balanced by adding this high 
rate of judicial costs. In the same a ay. Sir, though some provision has 
been made by reducing the rate of interest for the relief of the debtors, 
it has been taken away by this additional judicial cost. Thus we see 
that the poor tenants and debtors are hard hit by this higher rat* of 
judicial stamps, and it is a systematic engine of oppression by the 
Government. ^ 

The next thing which 1 want to show in this respect is thgt under 
the High Court Rules and Orders from time to time Government is 
now realising ml valorem court-fees from almost all sorts of cases except 
some miscellaneous cases where relief is seldom got. It has become 
impossible for poor people to vindicate their just rights and interests. 
Now, Sir, in a single suit court-fees are realised more than once: in a 
rent or money suit the Landlord or the mahajan once pays the courts 
foes at the time of the institution of the suit, but if thle tenants or the 
debtors want tb set aside that decree they have to pay ad valorem court- 
fees agaiq, thus making it impossible for the poor aggrieved people id 
gat any relief. The same thing is taking place in Debt SettlemjUt 
Roards which are said to be established for the relief of the poor. Court- 
fees are once realised before the award is given and gg&in it is wsslised 
at the time pf certificate procedure if any default takes place. 
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Everywhere, whether in a civil court or revenue court or Debt Stettle- 
ment Board, all sorts of plans have been devised for realising different 
types of court-fees to the extreme distress and misery of the poor people. 

# The higher rate of non-judicial stamp vitally affects the tenants as 
they | re the parties in most of the documents. Thus on an analysis 
we ffnd that the Stamp Revenue of Rs. 2,65,00,000 actually comes from 
the pockets of the poor agriculturists, but if any scheme for the cducfc- 
tion or medical relief of the agriculturists is spoken of the Ministers say 
— “ there is no money.” 

If the people are to be saved from these difficulties, the rate of 
judicial and non-judicial stamps must be reduced and some provision 
ought to be made so that in decree-set-aside and such other cases, by 
payment of a nominal court-fee, as it was before, the poor people can 
get some relief. 

With these words 1 commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
•House. 


Tht Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: Sir, the honourable 

mover has made a general complaint against the high rate of judicial 
and non-judicial stamps. 

First of all, I would like to mention that our rates are by no means 
higher than those prevailing in other provinces, namely, Madras, 
Bombay, Bihar or the United Provinces. The rates were increased 
once in 1922 and again in 1936. By the Bengal Kxpiring Iraws Act 
of 1938, the increased rates of 1935 were approved of by this House. 
So, I find no justification for this complaint. 

Moreover, as the rates are not by any means higher than those pre- 
vailing in other provinces, I find it difficult to agree that our rates are 
causing special hardship to the tenantry. The tenants have been given 
relief in many respects, but here it is absolutely necessary that the 
rates should be maintained at their present level so that Government 
might secure sufficient revenue to run the administration of the pro- 
vince The greater portion of the revenue is certainly spent for the 
benefit of the province of Bengal and of its population which consist® 
mainly of agriculturists and people whom my friend represent*. With 
these few words, I oppose the cut motion. 

, The motion of Mr. Ramixuddin Ahmed that the demand of 
Ra. 4,66,OOQ under the head “9 — Stamps” be reduced by R*. 100, was 
•then put and lost. 

• The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy, that a 
sum of Re^ 4,66,000 be granted for expenditure under the . head ”9— 
Stamps” was therf pub and agreed to. 
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The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H 088 A IN, Khan Bahadurs 

8ir, on the recommendation (cheers from all aides of the House) of 
His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 72,Y4,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of 
Justice 1 \ 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I pro{K>se to do is to close this debate at 
about ti o’clock if possible, unless, of course, it is terminated earlier by 
some act of volition on the part of the Nawab Sahib. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, may I suggest that the debate 
be closed at 6-30 P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Ut ua see how it proceeds. 

Mr. 8YAMA PRA8AD BARMAN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Us. 72,74,000 under the head “27 — Administration of 
Justice” be reduced by 11s. 100. 

Sir, J move this cut motion with a view not to criticize the Govern- 
ment or to bring any censure against the Ilon’ble Minister, hut to make 
some suggestions about the desirability of giving magisterial powers to 
the munsifs of the outlying stations where the files are very light which, 
I hope, the humorist Nawab Sahib will kindly accept. 

Sir, the extensive operation of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
Act and the intensive working of the Debt Settlement Boards established 
throughout the province have greatly affected the work of civil courts in 
all the districts, so much bo that the number of civil suits has abnormally 
fallen. The munsifs who draw fat salaries finish their day’s work 
within an hour or two and sit idle for the rest of the day. This is the 
state of things in civil courts. But in the criminal courts, things are 
quite different. The number of civil suits has diminished due to the 
establishment of Debt Settlement Boards, but as there is no such 
thing as Crime Settlement Boards, the number of criminal cases is 
rather on the increase, and the Deputy Magistrates and Sub-Deputy 
Magistrates, specially those stationed in the subdivisional towns, are 
so much overworked that they have to work even after dusk. So, if 
the munsifs whose files are very light are invested with magisterial 
powers to try criminal cases, their services would be fully utilised 
and the Sub-Deputy and Deputy Magistrates would be relieved to some 
extent. This is my first reason. • 

My second reason, Sir, is that the senior munsifs become in # qomee 
of time SuBJudges and Assistant Session Judges and Imve to try session 
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cases and hear criminal appeals. These munsifs who have no previous 
experience in trying* criminal cases become full-fledged criminal case 
Judges overnight. # So if the munsifs are given magisterial powers this 
difficulty may be removed. 

The Hon ble Minister is, I think, aware at the instance of some of 
the •District Judges a scheme has very recently been prepared for 
investing some of the munsifs with magisterial powers so that they may 
have some training in trying criminal cases. Accordingly, some of the 
munsifs were very recently invested with magisterial }K>wers. So accord- 
ing to this scheme also the munsifs whose files are light may be 
empowered to try criminal cases in addition to their civil court work. 

My third reason is that there is all along an insistent demand for the 
separation of the judiciary from the executive, and there is reasonable 
ground in that demand. If the judiciary he separated from the execu- 
tive, the people would get imjwirtial and even-handed justice. Had the 
judicial) and executive been separate, Dliarja Barma of J&lpaiguri 
•would not have been summoned and unnecessarily harassed by the 
Subdi visional Officer of the district only for the crime of not attending 
• the meeting convened by the Hon ’ble Minister Nawab Musharruff 
Ilossain. So if the homourist Nawab Sahib would be kind enough to 
accept my suggestion, it would help to some extent to meet the demand 
for the separation of the judiciary from the executive. 

l or all these reasons I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR : Sir 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Ks. 72,74,000 under the head “27— Administration of 
Justice” he reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, the appointment of Honorary Magistrates is now practically an 
abuse of power. In section 14 of the Criminal Procedure ('ode no doubt 
a provision has been made that Government may vest some persons with 
particular powers as Magistrates either of the First, Second or Third 
Glass. But unfortunately at present we see that the provision has Wen 
totally abused. Looking to the reports of the Administration of Criminal 
Justice, we see that this “may” has developed into “must” and the 
number of Honorary Magistrates has increased very much from year 
to year so that their strength is now practically equal to the number of 
Stipendiary Magistrates. Look to the Oiminal Administration Report 
of 1938. There were 371 Stipendiary Magistrates as against as many as 
367 Bfonorary Magistrates, and looking to Calcutta, the metropolis of 
the province, we see that there are eight Stipendiary Magistrates where- 
as there are 36 Honorary Magistrates. Analysing the number and names, 
we see that two kinds of people are generally appointed as Honorary 
Magistrates. Firstly, the do-little noblemen of Bengal, and, secondly, 
26 
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the persons who generally loiter round the courts fin order to make two 
pice out of it. The noblemdn generally never attend courts’; as for 
Example Maharaja Sir Prodyot Kumar Tagore has been made an 
Honorary Magistrate long ago, but I do not know how many times he 
attended courts. As to the other persons (there are noble exceptions 
of course) as I submitted, they loiter round the courts to raakfc two 
pice and in the mufassal these Honorary Magistrates 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry to interrupt you, Mr. Sarkar. You are 
entitled to make your remarks, but when you make a categorical 
remark like that which affects a class by itself, it goes beyond legiti- 
mate criticism. After all they are our own men. 

Maulvi ABU H08SAIH SARKAR: As cobra also lives in Bengal. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But find out the cobra. l)o not say that everybody 
is a cobra and a reptile. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: I submit, Sir, that these 
Honorary Magistrates in the mufassal are known as ‘W^tftiVMagistrates, 
that is, persons who never get anything in any other profession and they 
tuke up these posts hh a means of their livelihood. I give some 
instances, Sir, with your permission, what kind of persons are generally 
appointed One gentleman in my subdivision was api>ointed who was 
no doubt a European gentleman, hut who did not know how to write 
order sheets. Now at the time of adjourning a ease, he wrote out an 
order which in effect acquitted the accused and the gentleman accused 
got hints from his lawyer and bolted away and when a chaprassi was 
sent to bring that accused, he refused to come without a warrant and 
from that date that gentleman never appeared in a criminal court. 

Another gentleman appointed in my subdivision as a Honorary 
Magistrate is rather a little queer fellow. The gentleman once applied 
for the post of a Police Sub-TnsjMMdor and when the authorities asked 
his name he point blank told the authorities that his name was such and 
such He did not get the service. After that ho entered the criminal 
court as a typist. There also he failed and he left the court. Lastly, 
the gentleman again applied for the post of an Honorary Magistrate. 
Tfe was given that post, but after getting the job be wrote to a friend of 
his that the gentleman who supported him to be an Honorary Magistrate 
would take his ff lanoe”, at a certain place. That 'gentleman spelt 
"lance” in place of "launch”. This kind of gentlemen are generally 
appointed; 'and the veiy gentleman has been allowed to write out 
depositions in English. 

We have got reports that commodities are sold to the highest bidder, 
hut here is an institution which sells justice to the highest bidder. |t 
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would have been a little bit decent had they taken xugney only from one 
side, but unfortunately the practice is that they generally take money 
from both the sides and give their verdict in favour of the persons who 
give them the highest amount of money ! In hue, Sir, I say that 
barring- mosquitoes and flies there is nothing in this world which can- 
not be accepted by a class of Honorary Magistrates in the mufassal. 

1 again repeat that hairing mosquitoes and flies there is no commo- 
dity, no material in this world which cannot l>e given as a present to 
that class of Honorary Magistrates. 

I submit that this practice has developed only Wause favouritism 
is practised in appointing Honorary Magistrates. No doubt the object 
of the legislature was noble, but as the practice degenerated into 
favouritism and party politics and other matters have intervened, this 
noble institution has degenerated into a bribe-taking institution. I 
submit that if this kind of thing happens, then in the name of justice, 
injustice will be prevalent. These gentlemen are generally under the 
thumb of the local {*>lice. The police sometimes dictate judgments 
and judgments sometimes are written in police offices instead of being 
written in the office or in the house of the Honorary Magistrates. I 
haye known of instances jiersonallv that records are sent to the prosecu- 
tion lawyers or to the police offices so that judgments limy come out 
ready-made. I bring it to the notice of the TTon’ble Minister if he is 
able to take notice of my assertions and my allegations, in order that 
he should at once stop thi* practice of recruiting Honorary Magistrates 
in the way in which it is being done for a long time. It is no justice 
at all. It is rather an abuse of justice. It is abuse of the process of 
law, and it has become practically a public scandal. 

With these remarks I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Mr. Kpeuker. Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Its. 72,74,000 under the head “27 -Administration of 
Justice’' 4>e reduced by Its. HH). 

Sir, mockery of justice in police courts has already been fully 
described by the previous speaker because in the police courts we find 
• Honorary “Anabari” Magistrates sitting there in judgment. It is an 
accident that to-day happens to be an anniversary of the world-famous 
Meerut Case in which Its. 50 lakhs of peoples* nionej were squandered 
aif&y and we knew what mockery of justice was there. It is another 
accident that I am to move this cut motion against a Minister who is so 
amiable,' who supplies us with amusements here without having to pay 
any Amusement Tax and specially after the nice dinner that we had 
Recently, whose taste we still remember. It is very unfortunate that T 
have temiove such # a cut motion, but there is no help for it and the 
trotfe has got to be told, though from the way^ in which the Minister 
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in charge talk# in this House and outside, I am^iot very hopeful that 
anything tangible will result. We may get more feasts but no justice. 
I remember one occasion when questions were put about corruption and 
bribery in court, and the reply that the Hon’ble Minister gave was: 
“Why do people give bribes? If they stop it, bribery will stop.” Our 
request was — let there be an enquiry about this, but he did not agree. 
It is a standing scandal that when we are trying to stop bribery in other 
spheres, right in front of Magistrates and Judges, Peshkars and other 
officers of courts are taking bribes, and all the advice — I should say too 
sane advice — that the Nawab Sahib has to offer us, is that the people 
should not give bribes. I wish the Nawab Sahib had understood the 
implications of what he said. Evidently, he did not; otherwise, he would 
not have given such an advice or would not have made such a statement 
without much sense in this House. But unfortunately, we are here, 
and the portfolio of Justice is in his hands. My grievance is — and on 
this point I hope the Nawab Sahib will agree with me — that there are 
interlopers in his department. Other departments are practically 
monopolising his own. The Home Minister has got more to say and 
more to control the Department of Justice than the Hon'hle Minister in 
charge, the Nawab Sahib, himself. Not onl\ the Home Minister, but 
our friend, the Labour Minister, is also having his bite at Nawab Sahib. 
We know how section 107 is U*ing applied. Of course, the blame will 
go to Nawab Sahib, but \se know who is doing all that and how with 
the help of section 107 Labour Onions are being broken. In one case 
at Ululieria, Abdul Kader Azud and Bidvt Neogi were bound down for 
one \ear, and it was so arranged between the Labour Minister and the 
Home Minister and perhaps without the knowledge of the Minister ot 
Justice that they could not get out on bail and had to suffer imprison- 
ment for one year complete Others could go out with the greatest 
difficult \ after six months or nine months. That was the position, Sir. 
(The Hon’hle Mr. FT S. Srmt wvakdy : The Chief Justice was a party 
to it.) 

Then, Sir, there was anolhei cast* against a mem her of tins House, 
and by menus of section 107 that member has been made a prisoner of 
war as that meml>er himself describes. That section has been tried 
against other members of the House as well, and I myself have been a 
recipient of a good deal of attention from those Ministers and section 
107 has been found to be very convenient to be applied. The ground on 
which section 107 is applied is that there is a strike somewhere and even 
those who happen to be office-bearer* of a particular union — the members 
who are* responsible for the strike may not be members of that union— 
are hauled up, awl after they are hauled up there is no escape, because 
the police will bring in evidence, and without giving any opportunity of 
cross-examining the witnesses the Magistrates*, the Subdiwisional 
Officers* would believe ;the statement of the police and immediately order 
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them to be bound do\yi without bearing the case on an ad interim bond. 
That was exactly what happened to one member of this House. Then 
after the bond has-been executed, the sureties are harassed, and often 
the sureties are cancelled, and when sureties are available and offered in 
dburt still they are not accepted on the pretext that the sureties were 
being* examined. In this way, Sir, time is caused to be lost, and the 
unfortunate victim rots in jail. That is. Sir, how section 107 is being 
applied. 

I am told, Sir, that it is not parliamentary to refer to one’s own 
case, but as we are out to destroy the present social order lock, stock 
and barrel I do not think that we need be influenced by such decorum, 
because when such injustices are lw»ing done and there is no justice to 
be found anywhere, well at least in this House one can speak out, and 
I do not think that there is any harm if the other members of the House, 
especially members of the other side of the House, know what is happen- 
ing in the name of justice and being done by their nominees. After this 
'section 107 case was proceeded with, and attempts were made to harass 
and win over the sureties or to cancel the sureties, then some Ministers 
'had the hardihood to sa\ : “Well, you are looking well after you were 
in jail!” That is the sense of humour of some of the Ministers. Our 
Minister of Justice is reputed for his sense of humour. I hope that he 
will not indulge in such sense of humour. 

With these words. Sir, I commend ni\ motion to the acceptance of 
• the House. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs, 72,74,000 for expenditure under the head ”27— Administration 
of Justice” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, it is not without some hesitation that I place this motion before 
the House and rise to speak to offer some criticisms on the administra- 
tion of ^justice in the presidency with regard to communal consideration 
shown in the matter of appointments specially of public prosecutors and 
Government pleaders. 

Sir, I feel that as a Congressman l ought not to say anything which 
may be misunderstood and may even indirectly help in the growth or 
development of that cankerous disease in the body politic which comes 
in the shape of Qommunalism. Sir, it is this consideration and this alone 
which induces us not to raise a voice of protest against that crude and 
medieval method of recruitment to public services which puts a premium 
on .the religious creed of a community and makes it a safe p'assport to 
Government services for the members of that community. But, Sir, 
the ^Gypmulual ratio spirit has of late been carried so much beyond 
dimita. and so much fuss and so much abuse has been made over it that 
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in charge talks in this House and outside, I am ^iot very hopeful that 
anything tangible will result. We may get more ftasts but no justice. 
I remember one occasion when questions were put about corruption and 
bribery in court, and the reply that the Hon’ble Minister gave was: 
“Why do people give bribes P If they stop it, bribery will stop.” Our 
request was — let there be an enquiry about this, but he did not agree. 
It is a standing scandal that when we are trying to stop bribery in other 
spheres, right in front of Magistrates and Judges, Peshkars and other 
officers of courts are taking bribes, and all the advice — I should say too 
sane advice— that the Nawab Sahib has to offer us, is that the people 
should not give bribes. I wish the Nawab Sahib had understood the 
implications of what he said. Evidently, he did not; otherwise, he would 
not have given such an advice or would not have made such a statement 
without much sense in this House. But unfortunately, we are here, 
and the portfolio of Justice is in his hands. My grievance is — and on 
this point I hope the Nawab Sahib will agree with me — that there are 
interlopers in his department. Other departments are practically 
monopolising his own. The Home Minister has got more to say and 
more to control the Department of Justice than the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge, the Nawab Sahib, himself. Not only the Home Minister, but 
our friend, the Labour Minister, is also having his bite at Nawab Sahib. 
We know how section 107 is Wing applied. Of course, the blame will 
go to Nawab Sahib, but we know who is doing all that and how with 
the help of section 107 Labour Unions are being broken In one case 
ai Ulul»eria, Abdul Kader A xud and Bidyt Ncogi were bound down for 
one Near, and il was so arranged between the Labour Minister and the 
Home Minister and perhaps without the knowledge of the Minister of 
Justice that they could not get out on bail and had to suffer imprison- 
ment for one year complete. Others could go out with the greatest 
difficult \ after six months or nine months. That was the position, Sir. 
(The Hon’ble Mr. II. S. Srmt \\\ \ki>y : The Chief Justice was a party 
to it.) 

Then, Sir. there was anothei c,im» against a member of tins House, 
nnd by menus of section 107 that member has been made a prisoner of 
war ns that member himself describes. That section has been tried 
against other members of the House as well, and I myself have been a 
recipient of a good deal of attention from those Ministers and section 
107 has been found to be very convenient to be applied. The ground on 
which section J07 is applied is that there is a strike sofnewhere and e^en 
those who happen to be office-bearers of a particular union — the members 
who are* responsible for the strike may not l>e members of that union— 
are hauled up, ami after they are hauled up there is no escape, because 
the police will bring in evidence, and without giving any opportunity of 
eroas-examining the witnesses the Magistrates* the Subdiwisional 
Officers, would believe £he statement of the police and immediately order 
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them to he bound do\yi without hearing the case on an tid interim bond. 
That wafc exactly what happened to one member of this House. Then 
after the bond has^een executed, the sureties are harassed, and often 
the sureties are cancelled, and when sureties are available and offered in 
dburt still they are not accepted on the pretext that the sureties were 
being* examined. In this way, Sir, time is caused to be lost, and the 
unfortunate victim rots in jail. That is. Sir, how section 107 is being 
applied. 

I am told, Sir, that it is not parliamentary to refer to one’s own 
case, but as we are out to destroy the present social order lock, stock 
and barrel I do not think that we need he influenced by such decorum, 
because when such injustices are being done and there is no justice to 
be found anywhere, well at least in this House one can speak out, and 
I do not think that there is any harm if the other members of the House, 
especially members of the other side of the House, know what is happen- 
ing in the name of justice and l>eing done b\ their nominees. After this 
section 107 case was proceeded w r ith, and attempts were made to harass 
and win over the sureties or to cancel the sureties, then some Ministers 
'had the hardihood to say: “Well, you are looking well after you were 
in jail!” That is the sense of humour of some of the Ministers. Our 
Minister of Justice is reputed for h ih sense of humour. 1 hope that he 
will not indulge in such sense of humour. 

With these words. Sir, I commend mv motion to the acceptance of 
• the House. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 72,74,000 for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration 
of Justice’' be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, it is not without some hesitation that J place this motion before 
the House and rise to speak to offer some criticisms on the administra- 
tion of justice in the presidency with regard to communal consideration 
shown in the matter of appointments specially of public prosecutors and 
Government pleaders. 

Sir, I feel that as a ( ongressman 1 ought not to say anything which 
may be misunderstood and may even indirect 1> help in the growth or 
development of that cankerous disease in the body politic wdiich comes 
in the shape of gommunalism. Sir, it is this consideration and this alone 
which induces us not to raise a voice of protest against that crude and 
medieval method of recruitment to public services which puts a premium 
on .the religious creed of a community and makes it a safe pussport to 
Government services for the members of that community. But, Sir, 
the tjojpmufcal ratio spirit has of late been carried so much beyond 
-limit*, and so much fuss and so much abuse has been made over it that 
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one must not bow to it without some sort of protest. This communal 
ratio spirit has even invaded spheres not even contemplated under the 
Government communique of June 12, 1939, viz./in the matter of 
appointments of Government pleaders and public prosecutors. 

« 

I will give one instance from my district, Dacca. Sir, witty your 
permission, I will mention some names and try to illustrate my point. 
Rai Bahadur Satya Prasanna Ghose, Public Prosecutor of Dacca, retired 
some time last year, and Government invited applications for the post. 
One of the applicants was Mr. Upendra Kumar Chanda, b.l., the senior- 
most, Assistant Public Prosecutor of Dacca, who got the first nomination 
from the district authorities. Mr. Chanda has been working as the 
senionnost Assistant Public Prosecutor of Dacca for about two decades 
with conspicuous ability. On more than one occasion he has officiated 
as Public Prosecutor and more than one English civilian District Judge 
have testified to his remarkable abilities, one of them saying 
“Mr. Chanda is one of the best Public Prosecutors I have ever seen,” 
and another saying, “It is a pleasure to hear Mr. Chanda arguing a* 
case.” Again, Sir. in consideration ot his extraordinary abilities a 
previous Government allowed Mr. Chanda a higher rate of fee than the 
scheduled rate on the special recommendation of the Legal Remem- 
brancer, and 1 may also add that in 1938 Government made a proposal 
to appoint an additional Public Prosecutor for Dacca for which* post 
also Mr. Chanda got the first nomination from the district authorities. 
But for some reason or other the proposal was shelved. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: When \ on are speaking about these 
gentlemen, please do not mention names. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: All tight. Sir. 1 was speaking about 
the present Assistant Public Prosecutor of Dacca; how this gentleman 
has acted us such with consummate ability for a pretty long time — 
perhaps over two decades. When this time he applied for t bedpost, he 
got the first nomination from the district authorities, hut unfortunately 
in spite of his conspicuous and able service, he was brushed aside to 
make room for one of his juniors. I do not want to do injustice to the 
gentleman who has been selected In speaking of his qualifications. 
(Mr. Khwajn Siiahaboddin: Well, he was selected because he was 
considered to be better than Mr. Chanda.) Well, ;my honourable 
friend Mr. Shabhbuddin says that lie was a better qualified man, but let 
»e tell him definitely that the gentleman of whom I am speaking has 
been working as the senionnost Assistant Government Pleader for. the 
last two deoades, and is a man w ho was highly spoken of by distinguished 
High Court Judges. Sir, 1 will not say anything more of the gentleman 
who has been appointed. Only this much I shall sav that the claims 
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of a senior man havejbeen brushed aside to make room for a junior man. 
Now, Sir, the aggrieved Assistant Public Prosecutor realised that the 
gentleman who had been appointed being the newly elected Vice- 
President of the Dacca District Muslim League must continue to be the 
Public Prosecutor, however much disappointment it might cause him 
personally. He now petitioned the Government that he might kindly 
be appointed to the post of the Additional Public Prosecutor for whioh 
he got nomination in 19118, which lie could well expect. He applied 
more than three months back, but he has not yet got the status of a 
Public Prosecutor. Sir, it is very curious that a man who served 
Government for over two decades very abh , very faithfully, and very 
honestly and was recommended by distinguished civilian Judges — his 
claim was overruled. Let us take another case. 1 will not mention 
names. One gentleman, a junior Muslim member of the Dacca Bar, 
was appointed Additional Government Pleader of Dacca because in the 
interest ot “Dacca politics" it was thought necessary to rope him in. 
•This post was created almost overnight because Dacca politics which is 
a correct barometer of Bengal Government politics needed it. I again 
.repeat, Sir, I do not know why the claims ot the man who served 
Government for a pretty long time, faithfully and ably and who was 
recommended by High Tourt Judges, should go disregarded. I know 
that the Hon'ble Minister in charge ot this department is a god-fearing 
pious Muslim 1 will leave it to him to answer whet her just ice has been 
meted out to the man whose claims have thus been set aside. I think, 
Sir, that there is yet time to do justice to him. 1 look upon this Dacca 
case as a test case. Let Government show that communal considerations 
do not weigh with the Government in making judicial appointments. 
Let the Government come forward and show some gesture that they are 
yet prepared to make amends in this case. With these words. Sir, I 
command niy motion to the acceptance of the House 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, on behalf of 
Mr. Dhtrendra Nath Datta, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Es. 72,74,000 under the head “27 — Administration of Justice** be 
reduced by Its. 100. 

Sir, in moving this motion for raising a discussion almut the policy 
of the Government in the matter of recruitment of Judicial officers, I 
am treading upon a ground which has been traversed for u long time 
on the fundamental question of the separation of the judiciary from the 
executive. Sir, it is time now for the Government which is a system 
of party government to consider seriously whether the age-long recom- 
mendation for the separation of the two functions should not be carried 
out now. in the matter of recruitment, the first thing that I want to 
piaotbtefor^ the House is that so far as the criminal side is concerned, 
t he trials of criminal cases should be taken away from the exit time 
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criminal department, because we know that nowadays Magistrates and 
Subdi visional Magistrates are too much taken up wfth rural reconstruc- 
tion work, union board work and the Self-Government Department work 
as well as with Debt Settlement work. That is to say, the fundamental 
condition of a Judge, namely, detachment and absence t o£ 
extra-judicial knowledge of local affairs, is lacking in these 
persons, whenever a particular case comes within the knowledge 
of a Subdivision al Magistrate or a District Magistrate in one 
or other capacity. So it is necessary that even if a Deputy Magistrate 
if he is entrusted with the administration of criminal justice, 
then he ought to he placed away from the jurisdiction of the 
Magistrate. Apart from this. Sir, the question of efficiency is 
the main thing which should be the greatest concern of an.\ Government. 
The judiciary is the steel frame of social justice and social order; 
Governments may change, the parts government may take any new 
shape or colour; probably one party government will introduce one kind 
of activity and another party government will introduce different kinds 
of activities; but so far as the administration of justice is concerned it 
must be colourless, it must l>e solid, and it must he unimpeachable. We 
must have power to coni]»el Government to administer real justice. 
But, Sir, what is the present state of things? The Hon’ble Nawab 
Sahib who is himself a lawver will no doubt visualise the ridiculousness 
of the whole thing. A raw green l.C.S, who may he a very smart young 
man, very intelligent and quick, a raw green l.C.S. of five years’ 
experience as the head of a subdivision having some jabbering of 
criminal law, is placed as an officiating District Judge sitting in appeal 
over decisions of Subordinate Judges who have been dealing with these 
matters for nearly years of their life. As a humble lawyer myself I 
confess that when I appear tafore a junior civilian Judge in a civil 
capacity and I stand up to argue a case against the decision of a 
Subordinate Judge, I myself feel diffident because from the very outset 
1 feel that this raw green young man having no experience of civil law 
will either affirm the judgment without going into the intricacies of the 
case or will try in his rashness to upset the judgment in a way which 
is not at all desirable, nor welcome, nor wholesome. I do not know 
whether such a system exists anywhere in the world, but here it is a 
mockery of democracy. I hope that Government which claims to be a 
popular Government will now reconsider this question. I know, Sir, that 
civilians are very brilliant young men. 1 also know that for administra- 
tion of civil justice, it is prudence and judicial experience which count 
more thau* brilliance. Then, look at the other end of the matter. So 
far as Judges are concerned, mv humble suggestion to the Hon.’ble 
Minister concerned is that these civilians ought to be given sufficient 
training for a period as tnunsif and then for a period as Subordinate 
Judge and then appointed as Judges of particular districts. They pro 
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not born to be Judges but make them Judges after giving them 'some 
training, so that tjiey may be better servants of the State and so that 
they may inspire greater confidence in the minds of the litigant public. 

• Then, Sir, look at the criminal powers given to experienced 
Subofdinate Judges who have all their life dealt with the colourless 
Government. Towards the end of the 59tk minute of the 11th hour, 
they are entrusted with some authority. I know that there are very 
brilliant men among them. But I know' it from personal experience 
that in sessions cases they either believe the case from the beginning or 
disbelieve it from the very beginning and not being able to appraise the 
oral evidence divorced from the documentary evidence, they feel them- 
selves quite at sea and in charging to the jury they either give a clear 
direction for acquittal or a very strong direction for conviction. Either 
course is undesirable in its own way. So, l submit that brilliant munsifs 
and Subordinate Judges who are well versed on the civil side should 
also be given training on the criminal side, so that when they are 
invested with maximum and unlimited power, they may administer 
justice which is consistent with dignity, which is consistent with 
efficiency and which is consistent with safety. 

In this connection l would also beg leave to make a submission to 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge that a particular proportion of the 
District and Sessions Judges should l>e recruited from law-ycrs, prefer- 
ably from mufassal lawyers. 1 do not like to l>e accused of speaking 
only on behalf of mufassal lawyers, and I hope that people will not read 
into my speech more than is intended. Although I must say I am not 
interested, yet, as you know, Sir, mufassal people do not ordinarily get 
much scope. A lawyer in Calcutta with some merits has some prospect 
of be.ing a High Court Judge and of adorning the Bench to the admira- 
tion of others. But in the mufassal also there are brilliant men, such 
brilliant men that if they get opportunities, they can adorn the (/hair 
of the Speaker of the Assembly with dignity and decorum. If similar 
facilities are given to intelligent ami industrious lawyers in the mufassal, 
they will not only be ornaments, to the benches of District and Sessions 
Judges but also they will, if further facilities are given, adorn the 
benches of the High Court with no less distinction. Mufassal lawyers 
have got to deal w’ith cases from the very bottom and they know the 
processes, and they also know better than High Court Judges how cases 
.are built up and how cases are smashed in the nursery. Therefore, if 
brilliant and capable men are recruited from the mufassal and if they 
get better opportunities, they will perform their functions at least with 
no leas’ dignity and prestige and in some cases they will even show 
greater merit. So, my submission to the Hon’ble Minister is that he 
wilhaansider the question of recruiting at least a proportion of District 
and Sessions Jucfges from the practising mufassal lawyers because by so 
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doing they will induce really meritorious people to remain in the 
mufassal and try to get up legal acumen and make a proper study in 
the mufassal and then ascend to the highest posftion that may be 
possible step by step and ladder by ladder. This will relieve the conges- 
tion in the High Court and will also help brilliant men to get a chancA 
This will also ultimately enable Government to man the judiciarf with 
the best men and that is desired by everybody. 

Then, Sir, 1 would also suggest that the ministerial officers, at least 
the higher grade ministerial officers, should l>e recruited from the 
members of the legal profession. In these days of unemployment and 
in these days of congestion in the liar, some sort of relief should be 
given to the profession, and I beg to make this suggestion to the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge for his consideration. 

Now, Sir, in moving this cut motion, 1 beg to invite the attention 
of the Hon’blc Minister in charge to the proceedings of the Lawyers’ 
Conference held every year. Sir, 1 am very sorry to say that although 
Government take notice of the agitation of other public bodies, they ‘ 
do not take u.s much notice of the Lawyers’ Conferences as they should 
and these matters — the question of separation of judiciary from the 

executive, the question of recruitment of Judges and munsifs, etc. 

have been discussed threadbare in the various conferences of the law- 
yers, and I know, Sir, that even during the coming Easter holidays 
another conference is going to la* held, and it is but meet and proper 
that Government should consider the various recommendations, various 
criticisms and constructive suggestions that have Iteen adopted and 
embodied in the different resolutions of the different conferences. I 
am sure that if the Cabinet which is composed mainly of lawyers and 
the Coalition Party which is also influenced by members, most of whom 
are lawyers, apply their minds to the question of reorganisation of the 
services and the reorganisation of the system, it will do immense good 
to the society because it will help in the long run in mannfug the 
services which will not only be efficient, which will not only be very 
useful, but which will also have the effect of inspiring immense confi- 
dence of the people at large. With these words I commend my motion 
to the acceptance of the House. 


Mtlllvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: I am rather astonished to see that 
my friends on the opposite side are in such a confused position. They 
are as it Were arrayed against each other — the leader arrayed against 
his followers, and the followers arrayed against the leader. Onoe ? 
heard from the Leader of the Opposition that the Calcutta Uui^ty 
and the University of Dacca produced graduates many in numb ofr 
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Mr. SPEAKER: J am $orrv t<S interrupt you. But will you please 
come to the point, because I am rather anxious to finish the discussion 
to-day early? 

Mf, AHMED A1.I MRIDHA: Sii the point has been raised that 
SQme appointments have been given to the Mussulmans who are not up 
to the mark ami it lcquires to lie met. 

The leader ot the Opposition once said that the University of 
Calcutta and Dacca produce Muhammadan graduates many in number' 
who can adorn any position ot responsibility in the public services 
with credit. Now, 1 hear from my friiicd* on the other side that some 
appointments of Mussulmans have been made to the prejudice of the 
interests of the judicial adnnnistiation itself. Sii. the question was 
raised that one Mr. Chanda \\u-* not appointed and that preference was 
given to a Muslim. That man ha-* become an eyesore to my friends 
. on the other side. If the fact* acre to be disclosed, the man who has 
been actually appointed ha** been tnund to be most suitable and 
desirable by the Government, and the man who lias not been given 
tin- chaice a rotten element and i> found to la* in his dotage. He 
h*as not been found suitable tor many othet reasons also, liecause ot 
certain policy pursued by Go\ eminent and because of the fact that 
he was already an agitator. That lie was \ery old was an important 
question at that time, and his appointment would only have led to 
this position that after the expiry of one year or so, he would huve 
to vacate the position and a new man had t<* be appointed in his place. 
That being the position, the Government decision in the matter cannot 
be said to be unreasonable or undesirable for the time being. Probably 
il is an eyesore to our frineds on the other side because the man who 
was appointed happened to be a Muslim. (Mr. Arm Chandra Skn: 
Absolutely untrue.) 

Even at the present moment wliat do we find? Not only the 
majority of Public Prosecutors and Government Pleaders belong to 
the non-Muslim classes, but the Muslims form an infinitesimally 
small proportion of the whole eadte. In such circumstances, as there 
are fit and able candidates among the Muslims, they should be appoint- 
ed in good numbers, so that the Muslim proportion may also be 
maintained in the public services. 

So far as ^he Public Prosecutorship of Dacca is concerned, it is 
admitted on all hands that the man appointed to the post is the best 
man available for the time being. The post was not created overnight, 
ae wan,* I think, stated by my friend ou the other side— 1 -that was a 
nfere presumption on his part. The fact is and it is known to every- 
hodj^hat the post was created long before and mature consideration 
was given for a long time in selecting the candidate for the po*t and 
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the best man that could be available was appoinjed. So there cannot 
be any grievance on the part of my friends on the^ other side’ on that 

score. 

Another point which I do not like to dilate upon is the grievances 
of my friends on the other side. These grievances have no legs to 
stand upon ; they are all frivolous and unreasonable. Whenever *any 
Muslim question comes up, my friends take exception to that arid 
they make capital out of it. Sir, we are very sorry that we have not 
(been able to change their mind even at this late year of the century, 
and that in the Huntieth century they should be so narrow-minded 
that they cannot accommodate the Muslims in the position that thej 
are entitled to according to the standard that can be followed by anj 
administration or Government in (he country is a matter of great 
regret. 


Now, Sir, with regard to Honorary Magistrates, I have a point to 
urge. Honorary Magistrates are generally men who are either 
zemindars’ men — ■ j ruiibs or ffomosttms — or zemindars themselves who 
are in most eases idlers. T find one weapon in (heir hands for which 
they have acquired reputation in the country-side and that is that they 
are oppressors: anothei weapon has l>een put in their hands and that 
is Honorary Magistrateship and this has been very much uncomfortable 
to the litigant public. For this, we find miscarriage of justice in many 
oases causing great hardship to poor litigants. For this reason, I 
would suggest that any such people not having much education or 
having political bias of any kind or any religious bias or any prejudice 
against particular classes of people, such people should not be given any 
chance and should not be appointed Honorary Magistrates. I know of 
some cases in which (he time having expired, such people have beten 
reappointed. Sir. I take strong exception to this. I say that such 
people who are absolutely of no help to the poor litigant public and who 
are notorious for oppression upon their tenants and who are absolutely, 
unfit to hold such posts should not be given any chance of being re- 
appointed as Honorary Magistrates. These Honorary Magistrates some- 
times live in places where there an* no Subdi visional Officer or District 
Magistrate or other higher officers and so they are dangerous elements 
there. I can cite such examples. Their oppression is most palpable, and 
it is most painfully felt by the people living there. 


Sir, with these few remarks, f resume my sent. 


Th# Hott’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahaferi 

Sir, I will* "reply in the order in which motions have been moved. I 
will first reply to the motion moved by my friend, Mr. Shyanflft 
Prosad Barman. He says that we should give magisterial pwfgtf 
the munsifs of outlying stations, and the reasons that he has put 
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forward are three ii» number. "The most important of them is the 
separation of judiciary and executive. I could not follow him fully 
from such a distance. Hut I may tell him that so far as magisterial 
powers are concerned, if we give such powers to munsifs. they will 
become subordinate to the District Magistrate who is an executive 
officer. We want to keep the two classes of officers absolutely separate 
—judicial officers should do the judicial work without any interference 
from the executive side and Deputy Magistrates and others who do 
the magisterial work should do their own executive work, Wing sub- 
ordinate to the District Magistrate. I do not believe we will improve 
the administration of justice if we allow criminal eases to be disposed 
of by our judicial officers which means that we make them executive 
officers and put them under the control of the District Magistrate. On 
this ground specially, I object to the proposal of my friend and, T 
think, we should not encourage any proposal to put our judicial officers, 
who arc absolutely independent, under the control of executive officers. 

I think this will explain the position of the department in this matter, 
and I am afraid I cannot accept this suggestion as this will lead to 
deterioration of the present state of affairs instead of improving it. 

• Then the next ]x>int has been urged by my friend, Mr. Abu llossain 
Sarker, about the Honorary Magistrates. 1 am sorry, he comes from 
such' a backward place (Loud laughter . ) that he cannot find a straight- 
forward man there who can work as Honorary Magistrate and do 
criminal justice there! I am surprised <0 hear that Honorary Magis- 
trates recruited from his place are nothing but rotten bribe-takers and 
that is why he attacks this system of Honorary Magistrates. He says 
that the |M*rsous selected are not the right type of men and that is why 
we have failed to do our duty there. I may tell him that all these 
perspns are selected on the recommendation of the District Magistrate. 
(Dr. NaMNAKSIU Sanyai. : Or of the police?! No, they are selected 
on the recommendation of the District Magistrate. I know in one or 
two cases some Honoran Magistrates have not got reputation. 

Mr, ABU H088AIN 8ARKARJ lb- was involved in H bril>e-taking 

case. 

Mr. SPEAKER • 1 am sorry, Mi. Sarkar, you are taking too much 
advantage of your position in the House. 

The Hoft’bie Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Really speaking, from my experience of the whole province I have 
liever heard anywhere that our Honorary Magistrates have been guilty 
of ^ng bribe anywhere. Jf my friend has experience like that, it 
must be local. * 
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Baba KtHETRA HATH SlHCHA: People o4 backward places are 
very intelligent in that respect. . 

The Hon’We Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur.: 

If you now want to dispense with the system, you ^ill have to appoint 
at least 160 Stipendiary Magistrates to do the work in the mulassal 
and another 20 magistrates to do work in Calclutta. From the informa- 
tion that 1 have received over 80,000 cases are disposed of by the 
Honorary Magistrates in Calcutta and alxnit 40,000 cases are disposed 
of in the mufassal by Honorary Magistrates, while the Stipendiary 
Magistrates disposed of about three times that number. So if you 
want to get the work of the Honorary Magistrates done by the Stipen- 
diary Magisrutes, provide for more money. 1 do not believe that my 
friend, the Hon’ble Home Minister, will object to getting money from 
you and spending it for doing better work. Rut at present you are 
saving a good deal* of money by allowing these Honorary Magistrates 
to work, if you think that all your people are rotten and that they 
cannot be trusted with the administration of jusiee anywhere, I shudder 
to think of that state of affairs. T cannot say that we Indians are 
rotten people, and we cannot do our duty impartially, and that we 
cannot be entrusted with any judicial work. If that is your experience 
it is very unfortunate, and 1 do not believe that there is any justifica- 
tion for our thinking that our people are so bad. 

Then my friend, Mr. Sibnath Banerjee, says that in the police 
court there is no justice, and the justice which is administered there is 
nothing but mockery. (Dr. Naunaksha Sanyai, : There is no appeal 
there.) So far as the system is concerned, you know that whenever 
any wrong is done by a Presidency* Magistrate there is an appeal in 
the High Court. (Dr. Naijnaksha Sanyai.: Not in all caseB.) No. 
Not in petty cases, but there are cases which can be remedied by the 
upper court. But if the appellate court also confirms the decision of 
the lower court., you cannot blame the lower court for that. So if 
you say that the lower court has done any wrong, it can l*e remedied 
by the appellate court. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Have you any experience of a 
motor ease? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Nawab Sahib, can you prosecute Dr. Sanyai for 
interruption ? (Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

There may be just petty cases where the people do not care for the order 
to pay 8 annas or 4 anans. In such cases there may not be any appeal* 
but in all other cases there are appeals. I do not think 'thaMihe 
system is so rotten that you can accuse it as a whole. If yon say that 
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there is mockery of justice in all the courts, . then of course there* will 

be some justification for an allegation like that. But I nay the Presi- 
dency Magistrate’s # Court is just a link in the chain, and if you 
say that the link is wrong but the chain is not wrong, then there is 
nothing wrong ^dong by the Presidency Magistrate which can be 
remedied . 

* Then my friend, Mr. Atul Chandra Sen, has raised certain points 
and he complains that we are doing wrong in the appointment of 
Public Prosecutor and Government Pleader. You must have heard 
the speech of my friend Mr. Mridlm who has so ably discussed the 
point. That shows the feeling of the country. When communal 
percentage is being followed in matters of appointment, if a Hindu 
has been appointed as a Government Pleader in one place a Muham- 
madan must be appointed as Public Prosecutor there. In this parti- 
cular instance a Hindu was appointed as Government Pleader on© 
year before the appointment of the Public Prosecutor. So T do not 
•think atty wrong has been done and the best Muhammadan has been 
appointed there. (Dr. Naj.jxaksha Sanyal : And a relation of the 
.Minister also.) Nol always. (Laughter.) If you say that a candidate 
should be debarred from an appointment because he is a relation of 
the Minister, there also you will be wrong. If be is otherwise quali- 
fied, .he should not be debarred. 

. Then I come to my friend Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta and 
Mr. Sasanka Sekbar Sanyal who raised a very large issue. Mr. Sanval 
says that ’some of the appointments of District Judges should Ihe made 
from practising lawyers and from the mufassal Bar. I may tell him 
that four District Judges have been recruited from the legal profession. 
There are already three there and one will be appointed very shortly. 
He will be recruited either from the mufassal lbir or trom the Calcutta 
Bar, so tile mufassal Bar will not go unrepresented in that appointment. 
You have got your quota there and there will be no difficulty in that. 
Then as regards the appointment of junior 1. 0.8. men as District 
Judges, *1 may say this much that T have never heard of any I.C.S. 
man -being appointed a District Judge who has nol got 10 of service. 
(Mr. Sasanka Sekhah S\nyai,: What about a Subdivisional Maghi* 
trate being appointed as a District Judge?) He must have at least 10 
years of service, before he is appointed a District Judge. So an I.C.S. 
officer with 10 years’ experience cannot be said to be without any 
knowledge of affairs. However, this complaint has Wen made to me 
not only by my friend Mr. Sasanka Sekbar Sanyal but by many other 
people as well. There may be force in that, but gradually, I tell you, 
it is being eliminated, and I have never heard that junior ‘officers are 
now appointed as District Judges. I.C.S. officers before being appointed 
as J udg es are nowadays getting judicial training. I think that meet# 
all tfie^joints that have been raised. 
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The motion oi Mr. Shyaina Prosad Barman that the demand of 
Es. 72,74,000 foaiefcpenditure under the Jbead “^7 — Administration of 
Justice” he reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of- Mn -Abu Hossaiu Sarkar that the demand of 
Rs. 72,74,000 for expenditure under the head ”27 f — Administration Of 
Justice” be reduced by Rn. 100, was then jfut and lost. * . 

The motion of Mi 1 . Sibnath Banerjee that the demand *of 
Rs. 72,74,000 for expenditure under the head ”27 — Administration of 
Justice” he reduced by Rs. J 00, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Chandra Sen that the demand of 
Rh. 72,74,000 for expenditure under the head ”27 — Administration of 
Justice” he reduced by Jts. 100, was then put and lost.. 

The motion «1 Mr. fchisunka Xekhar Sanyal, that the demand of 
Rs. 72,74,000 for expenditure under the head ”27 — Administration of 
Justice” he rftducdri by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon ’hie Nawalb Musharruff Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur, that a sum of Its. 72,74,000 he planted for expenditure under 
the head ”27 — Administration of Justice” was then put and agreed to, 
✓ 

Message from the Bengal Legislative Council about a Joint Conference. 

The Secretary read out the following message received from the 
Bengal Legislative Council: — 

“That the Bengal Legislative Assembly he informed of the 
Resolutions annexed hereto, passed in the Bengal Legislative Council 
at jts meeting held on the 20th March, 1940, and that the concurrence 
of the Bengal Legislative Assembly is desired to the same.” 


Resolutions. 

1. That a conference of both the Chambers he formed to consider 
the rules promulgated by Government under the Motor Vehicles Act 
and laid before this House under section 1**13 (.71 of the said Act. 

2. That the Bengal Legislative Assembly he requested to agree to 
the Joint Conference and the following seven members he appointed on 
behalf of the Bengal Legislative Council: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 

(3) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuxzoha, 

(4) Mr. R&n&jit Pal Chowdhury, 

(5) Mr. W. F. Soott-Kerr, 

(6) Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Naahipur, and 

(7) Mr. Lalit Chandra Baa. 



J lr. NALINAKIHA SANYAL: On a poipt, of order. Sir. I oannot 
y understand bow this message can be accepted by this House in 
its psesent form. 3? he rules state that such a conference can only take 
pjace if there is a difference of opinion arising between the two 
Chambers in regard to any matter or if in .respect of any piatter a 
conference between the Chambers is considered desirable. But, *Sir, 
we have not discussed the matter and we haye not yet found whether 
it is desirable to have a joint conference. 

Mr. SPEAKERS Let the motion be moved first. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But, Sir, let us first ascertain 
the views of the House independently. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let the motion be moved, that it is in respect of 
the Motor Vehicles Rules and that the following members have been 
■appointed to confer with certain members of the Assembly. '* 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What I am afraid of, Sir, is that 
in this House we have a right to take up such amendments as members 
of this House may be pleased to move. Otherwise, it will have the 
effect of shutting out discussion on important amendments with which 
members of the House may like to come forward. 1 hope that members 
will not be shut out from that right. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, they won’t be shut out. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thank you, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is of course unless constitutional advisers 
advise jpe to the contrary. (Laughter.) 

Tht Hoft’bli Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg to move that 
this House agrees to the resolutions received from the Council 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, no. Move it in the exact language, namely, 
that in respect. of the Motor Vehicles Rules the Assembly is of opinion 
that a conference between the two Chambers is desirable and that this 
. House agrees to a joint conference. 

* The Hofl’bii Khwaja fir NAZIMUDDIN: T am prepared to accept 
theiwgnuU, and I beg to move according to the formula suggested by 
t^Boa’ble Speaker . 

JL* 
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Of. NALINAKSHA SANYALi, What is that,? (Langhter.) 

Tht Hon'bl. Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I " move that it is 
desirable to have a joint conference, and I further beg to move that 
this House agrees to the message received from the Council. * 


Rif HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : On a point of order, Sir. 
Can he do that? Is he in order? lie can only move that it is desirable 
to have a joint conference, but so far as agreeing to the message of 
the Council is concerned, he has no right. 


Mr. SPEAKER: He can move that for (Mmsiderution of the Motor 
Vehicles Rules this House is of opinion that n conference between the 
two Chambers is desirable and that members of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly agree to a Joint Conference with t lie representatives of the 
Bengal Legislative Council, and for that purpose appoint the following 
persons as its representatives. 


Dr. NALINAKEHA SANYAL: Sir, we have not yet had the 
opportunity of hearing the names. I submitted yesterday that it would 
be very much desirable to have the amendments to the Motor Vehicle** 
Rules first, so that we might know who me the members interested in 
the matter. It might he quite impossible foi any conference to lake 
place without knowing the amendments that will come up before them. 
I would therefore suggest that amendments lie invited, and then let 
there he an election. Sir, l do not believe in « conspiracy, if at all, 
between even the Opposition Whip and Government to shut out 
discussion. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think things me so had as that! 

Mr. 40CESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir, on behalf of the Congress 
party, I may mention that in consultation with the General Secretary 
the Congress party has nominated its representatives. 1 cannot vouch- 
safe for the other Whips, hut the Leader of the Krishak Proja party, 
Mr. Sham sudd in Ahmed, endorses ray view that if this motion is agreed 
upon, it should be in the interest of all parties in this House to see that 
not much time is lost, and we ought to be able to keep out amendments 
which the party considers unnecessary. 


Mr. SPEAKER: - Let Sir Nawmuddin move the names, 

Tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May 1, Sir, just drew 
your attention to Rule 11 where the procedure is hud down, namely, 
that when a message comes from one Chamber to the other in tha^lom 
of a resolution 



♦ ] mim of±)rder. m 

; ^ r * MALINAKSIJA SANYAL: On a point of onk, Sir, l have 
jasi heard the Whip of the Congress party saying that certain amend* 
meats would be kdj)t out* if the party desires it. I do not know if you 
are going to recognise this. 

« • 

IS. SPEAKER: I hove si, id times without number that it is purely 
a* j>art v question. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, 1 waul to repudiate the right 
•oi any member of this House, however, highly placed he may be, to 
shut out discussion. 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: (hi a point of order. Sir. If 
the law and the Standing Orders permit a certain procedure, 1 do not 
see how honourable members of this House can have objection to the 
procedure definitely laid down there. What a party considers or not 
has nothing to do with it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Ves, that is exactly my point. 

The Hon’ble Ktvwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I think according 
to Rule 11 the concurrence of this House is necessary to the message 
that will come front the I'pper House. Therefore, 1 think that 

# 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 would still advise you to frame your resolution 
in this way, namely, “that in respect of flip Motor Vehicles Rules a 
conference between this Assembly and the Council is desirable and this 
Assembly gives its concurrence to the resolution passed for the liolding 
of a ^conference with the members nominated.” You may now speak 
in support of the resolution. You may also mention the names which 
have been chosen by this House. 

Tha Hon’bli Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : All right, Sir. I beg to 
move that the following gentlemen be nominated to represent this 
House in the joint conference, viz. — 

(1) Mr. David Hendry, 

(2) Mr. Puiin Behary Mullick, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Mahommad Ali, 

(4) Mr. F&zlur Rahman, of Dacca, 

# * (5) Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, 

(6) Ifr- M. Shamsuddin Ahmed, and 

1ft «>« mowsr. 
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Sir, I may explain, in view of what has been stated by one or two 
members, that the easiest way to give effect to the provisions of the 
Motor Vehicles Act in respect of its rules is to have h Joint Conference, 
and if we can get an agreement then the resolution that will he 
approved by the Joint Conference can be pul in the House and then 
sent up to the Upper House for approval. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I strongly repudiate the pro- 
cedure suggested by the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Well, let him finish. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIM UDDIN: The joint conference is 
to help the members of both Houses to go into the matter thoroughly 
and to place their recommendations before this House. The right ot 
the House to discuss that report is not being tuken away by the appoint- 
ment of a Joint Conference. The only difficulty that I see is the 
duration of the session, and whether it will be possible to give time 
for detailed consideration of their report. That is a matter, Sir, that 
can only be taken into consideration later on, after the Joint Conference 
has made its report. If the results of the conference are just as we 
would like them to be, namely, that a certain amount ot agreement 
has been reached on all sides, then there will be no difficulty so far ns 
this House is concerned, as it has got the representatives of all the 
important groups in the conference, and it is assumed that unless some- 
thing extraordinary happens the parties will accept the recommendations 
of their representatives. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I would draw your attention 
to the fact that it was I who on the 15th of February, the first day of 
the session, called the attention of Sir Nazimuddin to the attempt that 
was being made by his department to pass off the Motor Vehicles Rules 
without reference to the Legislature and thereafter I drew attention to 
section 133(J) of the Indian Motor A ehicles Act where it is laid down 
that “for not less than 14 days before the Central or the Provincial 
Legislature these rules have got to be laid and as soon as may be 
possible after they are made shall be subjected to such modifications 
as the Legislature may make during the session in which they have 
been so laid.” Apart from the question of procedure, I would like to 
submit that the method suggested by the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin, 
if agreed to at this stage, would create for the future considerable 
trouble in regard to many other similar provisions in which the House 
has got to approve of rules made by Government under various Acts. 
I apprehend, Sir Nazimuddin now proposes to have an omnibtls 
resolution to be placed before the House, approving of the JJptor 
Vehicles Rules — a whole set of rules by one resolution — « resolution 
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arising out of a conference. The raemhers of this House will have no 
right to know what is happening in the conference. Members will 
have no opportunity of sending amendments for consideration by the 
conference, members who have studied the rules carefully from day to 
day, and have jirolgibly fought hard* with Sir Nazimuddiu and his 
department so far in this connection, have been somehow kept out of 
th$ conference, and there is an attempt to get the whole thing passed 
overnight over the heads of this Assembly, and the Assembly will be 
kept completely in the dark as to what is happening. This will be very 
unfair. I therefore submit foi you? consideration that this will be a 
very wrong procedure and would take away important rights of this 
House — right of suggesting amendments to the big set of rules placed 
befoit* the House. These iules ? elate to numerous important subjects 
and some ot these rules will have a permanent and far-reaching effect, 
i submit that these rules should be discussed as Bills ore discussed 
and amendments should be invited from this House, and if any member 
or members have got an\ amendments to propose, the amendments 
should be permitted to be moved ami disposed of on the floor of the 
House when they are placed before the House as a whole. If Sir 
— - tVazimuddin can then satisfy the House, he will have a majority and 
ge.t the amendments turned down, but lei I he suggestions coming from 
different members not be complelelv shut out by the procedure 
suggested I implore you, Sir, to exercise \nur privilege to safeguard 
the rights of the member* of this House to suggest improvements on 
such important Rules and Bills that Government propose to make. 


I 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the HoiChle Minister please 
explain why lie will not invite amendments lor consideration by the 
Joint Conference? 


Babu PREMHARI BARM A: Sir, 1 also protest against this 
procedure on various grounds among others, the most important being 
that no representative from the Independent Scheduled Caste has been 
taken on this conference, and yet the Hon’ble Minister has said that 
the committee has been representative of all the important groups and 
parties. So I f*a\ that if no member from this party is taken, the 
committee cannot be a representative committee. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, may I be allowed io 

further explain one or two points in this connection. The first con- 
tention of Dr. Sanyal that this matter is not being treated as a Bill 
in respect of procedure is incorrect. ‘''This is being treated as a matter 
of fact as a- Bill — just as a Bill is placed before the House, ajid sent to 
a select committee — * — 

Mj^ SPEAKER: Sir Sazimuddin, how the matter shall be treated 
is a matter to be decided by me. 
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The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: j, did not aav how this 
matter should be treated, hut 1 only said how I myself looked at it, 
and I say that this matter is to be treated just a$ an 01 dinarv Bill is 
treated — just as it is placed before the House, and then moved and 
referred to a select committee. - In this case instead yf being referred 
to a select committee the only difference is that it is being referred to 
a .joint conference of the two Houses. We have always felt a difficulty 
ulout a joint conference, because we bad no rules before. But now 
we have expressly made rules foi the holding of a joint conference Jo 
oh\iute the inconvenience of sending the same Bills to select committees 
in Imth Houses, so that instead of sending Hills to select committees 
in each House they may be delibeiated upon by a joint conference in 
the* first instance*. But in the rules what should be the procedure of 
the joint conference is not laid down, m> the joint conference will ha\e 
its own procedure. Now I cannot, ;n advance*, bind the joint con- 
ference as to whether the membeis ot both Houses should be invited 
to send their suggestions to them or not. but it is <]nite open to the 
joint conference to circularize to tin* members of both Houses that il 
there lie any suggestions which the membeis would like* to place before 
them they can easih do so And. Sir, even t lint is not all. It tin* * 
members so like thev can again icconsider the whole thing; that right 
o! tin* House is not being taken away, because tin* report ot the joint 
conference will be* placed befoio the Assembly and when it ;s mi placed 
if I In* members so desire* ami it the paiiies like to discuss tin* matter 
in detail, just as lhe.\ discuss a ivjhuI ttoin the select committee, 
clause* by clause, and it tin* House* want that the* eutiie* iwle*s should 
lie* taken up clause by clause* it will he quite open to tin* House* to do 
so The only difficulty is lh.it at this stage* 1 cannot on behalf of 
(iovevmnenl guaiantee* that, it this is going to be piolonged and every- 
thing is going to be diseussed, time* can be* pio\ided foi f hr* House to 
do that! I give no undertaking as regard* whal time will be* illlowed 
for that. But the report will cotfanilv be plnee*d before the Assembly 
and opportunity gnmi to the* House it they so desire to consider in 
detail the amendments. 4 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: lu that event, 1 suggest that 
instead of Rule 11, Rule 12 be followed. What the Hon'ble Sir 
Nnzimuddin has explained relates entirely to matters contemplated iu 
Rule 12 and not Rule 11. 

Tha Hon’Wa Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN : 1 don’t ttiink any change 

can be mode. The House has got to make up its mind whether it will 
accept my motion or reject it. Rule 11 has already been given effect 
to in the other House. The other House will not be meeting, for 
another 6 days and the whole thing will be very much delayed. 
Fourteen days' statutory time will have to be given and the 

expiry of that, if the session is closed, -it will not be 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 

a night session if necessary. 


The responsibility is yours. 


Have 


The HOft’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Thai is entirely for 
Government. lhGoeernment ore satisfied that a reasonable opportunity 
has be£h given 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI : To whom? 


The Hon*bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: To Mli the Houses b> 

means ol tins joint conference It that thing is not accepted, then 
Government may not give any fnrtliei <>p|>ort unity. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: This a threat. I appeal to you, 
Sir, that Sir Nazimuddiu should nut give an\ threats to this House. 
Will you please ask him to withdraw his threat v 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As 1 am on mv legs, 

I am not going to give vv.iv t<» l)t Sanval. S« > long, 1 have refrained 
""Tiom men I ion i ng t to 1 tail, 1ml as l)i Sanval has piotested on tin* 
girmnd ol tliie.il, i mav -av that it was in nuisulta t ion with lmn 
vesteidav and wit It In*, apptoval lli.il tins prnredme was aeeepted I 
do not know wliv lie lias i hangred f»is mind 1 can assme the Hon^e 
that 1 have 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is pari ol mv suggestion 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have taken no part in 
getting Ins name out ol tin*- eonimniee 

Mr. C. MORGAN: tin a point ol inhumation. Sh It this reso- 
lution is aeeepted, do the Miles coie-* into tone in aril ease on the Is| 
of April!" 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a question of legal consequence. f cannot 
say. 

There is a certain amount of misunderstanding over this question, 
rnfnrtunately here we are not governed by the provisions of the 
Government of India Act or the Miles. We are here carrying out the 
function which has come over to us by u certain Act passed by the 
Central Legislature. I take it that the Central Legislature did not 
probably foresee the complexities o{ the problems that would arise. 
Otherwise there must have been some provision to obviate these. At 
matters stand at *p rese,| L i* means that this has to be approved or din* 
apprq£#j by the Legislature. How and in what manner the Legis- 
lature has to approve of them has been left vague for the time being. 
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This is the first time that a question of this character has arisen, and 
I take it that not only the merits of this case but also other incidental 
matters will have to be gone into with a view to guide us in our future 
deliberations on these matters. For the time being the. issue is clear. 
There is a resolution passed asking the concurrence ofrthis House to a 
conference between the two Houses by the other House. It Ivill be 
quite open to this House, instead of accepting a conference, to suggest 
a joint committee. But we are here in this position that the other 
House has asked for a conference. This House may either reject it 
or suggest a joint committee. Foi the time being the procedure 
suggested has been in consonance with Rule 1 J , namely, that a con- 
ference between the two Chambers is considered desirable, to consider 
the rules in terms of section ldd(J) of t lie Act which says: — 

4 4 All rules made under this Act by the Central Government ot by 
any Provincial Government shall be laid for not less than 14 days 
before the Central or Provincial Legislature, as the case may be, as 
soon as possible after they are made, and shall be subject to such 
modifications as the Legislature may make during the session in which 
they are so laid.” 

There aTe many complexities. It is not a question of threat. It is a 
question of legal consequence. Supposing the two Houses do not 
agree, well, this Act does not provide as to what the consequence will 
he. On the other hand, unless you rlisappiove jointly, the rules stand. 
Whether that is the legal effect is also a matter winch has to be con- 
sidered. Therefore, I don’t raise that issue For the time being I put 
the resolution to the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL i In that .use, may I be permitted 
to move an amendment !'' 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am piepared to give you a chance. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sit , I beg to move that o resolution 
be passed in this Chamber recommending that the Motor Vehicles Rules 
he committed to a Joint Committee of both Chambers and a message 
be seut to the other Chamber to inform it of the resolution and to 
desire its concurrence in the resolution as per Rule 12 of the Bengal 
Legislative (Joint Sittings and Communications) Rules. 

Tht Hon'blt Khwajt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, 
Sir. Before Dr. Sanyal takes up any time, I should like to submit 
that there. is no procedure for a joint committee except in the case of a 
Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the Hon’ble Sir Nasimuddim has 
caught you this time. (laughter, ) 
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Dr, NALINAK3HA SANYAL: No. Sir. I waut yoiu* ruling* as 
to whether this^is going to be treated as a Hill or not. That is the 
whole purpose ol my contention. It \our ruling is going to be that 
this will not be treated as a Hill, then the Hon’ble Sir Nuzimuddin's 
cx)iitention way fce acceptable : otherwise m\ |>oi ti t stands. 

Mf, 8PEAKER : On a contentious matter like this, I would not 
take the risk of gnmg a decision which will have the effect of making 
what is not a Hill a Hill That is m\ dillicultx. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: What is it then? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Ido not know. Theiefore 1 hold that Dr. Sanyal’s 
motion is not in order. 

The motion ot the Ilonblc Khwaja Sn Na/imuddm that this House 
is of opinion that a confetence between the* two rhamlwrs is desirable 
^and that members ot the 4 Hengal Keg ishet i\ e Assembly agree to a joint 
confetence with the rcpiesentat t\es ot' tin* Hengal Ec*gislati\e Council 
to consider the 4 rules trained h\ the (imenimeut under the Indian Motor 
Vehicles Act, 11)3!), and laid before the* Assembly under section 
ot the said Act and toi that pntjMisc ap|»oint the following persons as 
its tepresentatives — 

(1) The Hon'hle Khwaja Sir Na/.imudclin, 

(2) Mr. I)un id Hendry, 

(■i) Mt. Tulin Hehary Mullick, 

(4) Khan Hahadur Mahommad Ali, 

( o ) Mr. Fazlur Rahman, of Dacca, 

< b ) Mi. Sun tosh Kumar Hasu, and 
(7) Mr. M Shamsuddin Ahmed, 

was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

It being 5-50 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 20th 
March, *1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Olesuddtn Ahmad, Mr. 

IV'niands tor grants • 

7— Land Revenue: pp 201-202. 

38- Medical pp. 101-103. 

Oolam Barwar Hosaaini, Mr. Shah Syad 

Demand tor grant: 

7 — Land Revenue: pp. 209-211.’ 
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Gomes, Mr. S. aA. 

Demand for gr^it: 

XVII — Irrigation, etc.: pp. 256-257. 

' Grant of stipends to the Scheduled Caste 
students: (Q.j p. 4. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra 

Demands tor grants . 

50 — Ciul Works and 81 — Tivil'Works 
not charged to Revenue pp. 276- 
270. 

39 — Public Health pp. 158-161. 

Gupta, Mr. J. N. 

Orders issued to boatmen of Senhati 
ghat h) the Sul>- Inspector ot Police, 
Dauintpur (0.) I>p. 13.3-134. 

Hablbullah, the Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur 
K., of Dacca: 

Consulting local M L.A.'s m making 
nominations to solt-gotornmg local 
bodies <0 ) p 9 

Demands tor grants 

38- Medical pp. 95-100, 127-129. 
39 - Pu lilic Health pp. 154-158, 

183-186. 

Rate ol puce ot hotter and (jhec lor 
certain hospitals in Calcutta. (Q.) 
p. 83 

Sinking ot tube-wells m Hooghly dis- 
trict (Q ) pp 148-149. 

Tippet a District Board Elation. (Q.) 
p 87. 

Hamiduddin Ahmed, Khan Sahib 

Flood due to Mymensingh-Bhairah 
Bazar Rail\va\ line: (Q.) p. 92. 

Hasanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. 

Demand for grant: 

7— Land Revenue : pp. 212-213. 

Hendry, Mr. David 

Demand for grant : 

XVII — Irrigation, etc.: pp. 253-255. 

Irregularities in steamer aervioe from 
SerajganJ to Charabaiii (Q.) p. *38, 

Irrigation, etc.— XVII # 

Demand for grant: pp. 235-262, 
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Irrigation and agricultural development 9 

Of the Villages of Dhnlni and Farhada- 
J»ad. «j.) p. 23*. 

Industries— Cipchona — 43 j 

Demands for grants* pp IS— “VI . 

Industries— Industries — 43 

Demands tor grants, pp l4-4> 

Jalaluddm Ahmad, Khan Bahadur, Maulvt 

Debt Settlement Hoards in Cox’s Ha/.ar 
and Sadar subdue ion of Chitta- 
gong (D » P 1 W 
Demand tor grant 
38- Med leal pp 113 115 

Joint Conference 

Caving tli«* Indian Motor Vehicles 
Holes on the Tabic pp 27h-279 

Kumar, Mr. A tut Chandra 

Demand tor grant . 

7 band Re\ line pp 201-200 

kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath 

Deipand to? giant 
dp I'u ill it Health pp lot-107 

0 

Land Revenue— 7 

Doniamf loi giant pp 193-228 

Late publication of the result of the 
Junior Madrasah Examination, 19J9: 

(Q ) p 1 

Laying the Indian Motor Vehicles Rules 
on the Table 

Joint Coiilerenee pp. 278-279 

Live-stotk in Bengal: tg > p 282 
Mafizuddin Ahmed, Maulvi 

Demand for grant 
38-— Medical : pp. 120-122. 

M«)i, Mr. Adwaita Kumar 

Construction # ot Rurdw an-Aramhagh 
Road near Damodar Bridge (Q.) p. 

82. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra 

* Scheme for widening tin* bed of the 
river Kaliagbai m Midnaporr dis- 
*trich (Q.) p|». 1S7-188, 


Mandat, Mr. Amrtta Lai 

Demand for grant: 

43 — Industries — Industries: pp. m 

31. 

Irregularities m steamer service Iront 
Senijganj to (Tmrahari . (Q.) p. 138. 

Maniruddin A k hand, Maulvi 

Rural reconstruction societies on co- 
operative Imsis m Rajshnhi district : 

<g ) pp 135-130. 

Maniruzzaman Islamabad!, Maul ana Md. 

('ousulting local M L A.’k in making 
iiominations to sell -governing local 
ImmIioh ig » p 9. 

Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Demand ior grant 
7 Lund Ue\euuo. pp. 199-201. 
Realisation oi agricultural loans given 
to the people ol Kasha pohoe-st alien, 
Tippera. <g.i p. 85. 

’Iippcra District Hoard Flection (Q.) 

»» H7. 

Medical— 38 

Demand lor grant pp. 95-130. 

Message from the Bengal Legislative 
Council : p. 285. 

Message from the Bengal Legislative 
Council about a Joint Conference! p. 

30 b 

Miles, Mr. C. W. 

Motion ol AddicHK pp. 119-71. 

Morgan, Mr. C. 

Ddiiurul lor grant: 

50 4 T \ 1 1 Works and HI — Civil Works 
not charged to Revenue . pp. 273- 
275. 

Moslem All Moflah, Maulvi 

Recruitment ol Su|Mirin tendon ts of 

Fxrine . (g.) p. 2. 

Motion of addrass tV fhe Govemot 

ruder rule 117 of thd Bengal Legis- 
lative Assembly Procedure Rules; 
pp. GO-68, 



n 

Motions regarding amendment of tha 
Ordar-ln-Counclf, 1838: p. 51. 

Moiammol Huq, MsiHvi Md. 

Communal ratio in the clerical staffs of 
Pahna and certain other Collec- 
tor ton : (Q.) P- 281- 

Demand tor grant: 

43 — Industries— Industries . pp. 40-42. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Sahib Maulvt 

•yad 

Vacancies filled up by District Judge, 
Rakurganj, after March 17th, 1939. 

(Q ) p. 131. 

Muhammad Israll, Maulvl 

Demand for grant: 

X V 1 1 - 1 rngation , etc . pp 255-256. 

Date publication of the result of the 
Junior Madrasah Examination, 1939. 
(Q-) p. 4. 

Mukharjl, Dr. 8harat Chandra 

Demand tor grant. 

38 -Mod tea I pp 103-100. 

MukherjM, Mr. Dhirandra Narayan 

Prohibit ion ot one Sirajul Haq into 
Calcutta anti certain other notified 
areas tQ.) p 150 

Recording ot jute lands in the Hooghlv 
district . (QA p. 91 . 

Sinking ot tube-wells m Hooghlv dis 
tnet . IQ.) p. 147-118. 

Mulllek, the Mon’bla Mr. Mukunda 
Bahary 

Debt Settlement Boards in Cox’s 
Baanr and Sndar subdivisions ot 
Chittagong. (QA pp. 149-150. 
Organisation ot rural reconstruction 
societies during* (he Iasi three finan- 
cial years: (QA p. 136. 

Rural reconstruction societies on co- 
operative basis in Rajshahi district: 

wo p. m 
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Muthtrrufl Hotuln, th« Hon’bto N»w*b', 
Khan Bahadur* 

Demands for gratis: 

27— Administration of Justice: pp. 
288, 300-304. # * ♦ 

Vacancies filled tip by District Jjidge, 
Bnknrganj, after March 17th, 1939: 
(Q.) pp. 131-132. * 

Nandy, the Hon’ble Maharaja 8rlachan- 
dra, of Cossimbazar 

Construction ot Burdwan-Arambagh 
Road near Damodar Bridge: (Q.)‘ 

p. 82. 

Construction of Dacca-Arieha Road. 

(Q.) p. 90. 

Demands for grants 
50 — Civil Works and 81 — Civil 
Work;-, not charged to Revenue 
pp. 205-268, 270-277 
XVIl--lrngatiou, etc.: pp. 235- 
240, 259-201 

Flood due to Myincnsmgh-Bhairab 
Bazar Railway line (Q ) p. 93. 
Forms for mutmg tenders by the 
Communication and Works Depart- 
ment. (QA pp. M0-141, 

Irregularities in steamer sen ice from' 
Sernjgnnj to Chnrabari (Q ) p 
138 

Irrigation and agricultural develop- 
ment of ullage-, ot Dhuhu nnd Far- 
Imdabad (Q i p 23 f. 

Sana Bridge mer the mer Halda m 
Chittagong (Q ) p 14 
Scheme tor widening the lied ot the 
river Kahaghai in M ldnnpone dis 
triet (Q. i pp lss-191, 

Nazimuddin, the Hon’bte Khwaja Sir 

Orders issued to boatmen ot Senhati- 
glint by the Sub-Inspector of Police, 
Dnulatpur. tQA P 134. 

Point ot order regarding holding ot a 
Joint Conference of two Houses to 
consider the rules made under the 
Motor Vehicles Act . pp ;t07, 

309. 310. 311 

Prohibition of one Sirajtil Haq into 
Calcutta and certain other notified 
areas (QA p. 151. * 

Transfer of Phupguri police-station. 
Jalpaiguri. to Banarbat; p. 

85. 
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Obituary % 1 # 

Mr J. L Bunerjee: p. 187. 

Order* issued to boatmen 

, Ol Senhutiglint b\ t hi' 8ub-l ii'-pectoi ot / 
ij>i i.v pp % i33-l:u 

Organisation of rural reconstruction 
societies 

Dunlin t hr last three financial 'earn 
{().) p 1 36 

Outrage on the Marquis of Zetland, 
Secretary of State for India: p 80 

Patton, Mr. W. C. 

Demand ior grunt 

.10- Public Health jip 179-IK1 j 

Point of Order 

Regarding holding ot a Joint Confer- ! 
niu ol 1\\o Homes to eotisuier the ' 
rule-, piouudg.iied miller the Motor ] 

Whirl.- Ait pp :io.v:n;t j 

Prohibition of entry ! 

Ot> 'one sir.'iiil 1 1 it <4 into Calcutta ami 
tertam other notified areas <Q ) p 
9 +\ o< > 

Protection of rights of fishermen: (Q ) 

p M 

Public Health— 39 

Demami tor grant pp lW-lHti. 

Raikut, the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb 

Demand 1 - tor grnnts 

H I min 4n«*s - ('jnehona • pp. 48. 

! 

Rifruitment ot Superintendents oi j 
Excise (Q.i p. 3. 

Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Demand lor grant, 

ft — Stamp* pp 2*6-287 

Rate of price ef butter and ghee for 
certain hospitals in Calcutta: (Q.) p 
83. 

Ray Chfcudhury, Mr. Birendra K (shore 

* Demand for grant 

industries — Industries: pp. 37- 

38* # 


Realisation of agricultural .tam§ 

Given to the people of Kasha p«l me- 
ntation, Tippera : (Q.) p. 86. • • 

Granted to cultivators in Kurigram 
su tali vision . (Q.) p. 89, 

Recent Government oensus of domestle 

animals: (QD p. 1. 

Recording of lute lands In tho Hooghly 

district: (Q.i p 91. 

Recruitment ol guperlntendonta of 
Excise: (Q.) p. 2. 

Remission of interest 

On ai rear rents in Deb-Harma Wards 
Estate m Dinajpur: (Q.i p. 283. 

Roy, the Hon'ble Sir BIJoy Prasad 8ingh 

Appointments made* in department* 
under the Hon’ble Revenue Minister: 
<Q.) p 12. 

Communal ratio in appointments under 
Court of Wards in Rangpur: (Q.) 

p 280. 

( 'oinnimuil ratio in the rlerieal staffs 
of I'ahna and eertam other ('oiler* 
(orates (Q ) p. 28 J 
Demands tor grunts 

** f>4 -Famine pp. 228, 232-233. 

7 Land Revenue, pp, 193-198, 
220-226. 

5*— Stamps pp. 280, 287. 
F.nfon-eineut of communal ratio in 
clerical appointments m I’ahna 
Collect orate (Q.i p. 13, 

Protection of rights of fishermen ; 
(Q ) P- 81 

Realisation of agricultural Loans given 
to the people ol Kasha police-sta- 
tion, Tippera (Q.; p. Hit. 

Realisation ot agricultural loans grant- 
ed to cultivators in Kurigram sub- 
division (Q.) p. 89. 

Remission of interest on arroar rents 
in Deb-Harma 'Wards Estate J in 
Dinajpur (Q.) 

Settlement recovery camp at Jatrapur 
tn Kurigram subdivision: (Q.) p. 
86 . 
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Roy, Mr. Kifeiat Krishna 

Demand for grant: 

* 60 — Civil Works and 81- Civil Works 
not charged to Revenue pp 271- 

272. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath 

Demands lor grants . 

43— -Industries Industries pp. 38- 

40. 

7— Land Revenue pp. 202-204. 

Roy, Mr. Patkram 

Cl runt ol stipends to the Scheduled 
Caste students: ((„).) p. 4. 

Rural reconstruction societies on co-ope- 
rative basis In Rajshahi district: (Q > 

pp 135 - 130 . 

Sanautlah, Dr. 

Irrigation and agricultural develop- 
ment oi the villages at Dhulai and 

Kurhudubud (Q.) p. 234 

Sarin Bridge over the river Ha Ida in 
Chittagong (Q.) p 14 

Sanytl, Dr. Nallnakslta 

Circular letter No 02 (250) B A . dated 
BKh March p 210 
Demand lor grant: 

XVII Irrigation, etc. pp 251-250 
Korms for inviting tenders h\ the Com- I 
municRt'ons and Works Department j 
p 140 

Motion ol address pp 7 7-7D 

Point ol Order regarding holding ol a 
Joint Conieronee of two Houses to 
consider the rules made under the 
Motor Vehicles Aet . pp. 805, 800, 
308-300, 812, 818. 

Special motion umlcr Rule 05 (1) of the 
Bengal legislative Assembly Prtss*- 
dure Rules , pp. 52-flO 

•anyal, Mr. Sasanka Sskhar 

Demands for jrants: 

M 

27 — Administration of Justice: pp. 
295-298. 

38 — Medical : pp. 117-119. 


6arker, Mr. Ma<jhusu0ar| 

Protection ol rights ot fishermen : 
(Q.) t > SI. * 

Sarker, Mr. Nalini Ranjan. 

Motion of Address to the Governor 
under Rule 117 oi the Bengal ‘Legis- 
lative Assembly Procedure Rules: 
pp. (kM)8. 

Motion of Address pp. 76-77. 

8arta Bridge over the river Halda In. 

Chittagong: (Q.) p. 14. 

Scheme for widening the bed of the river 
Kaliaghai in Midnapore district: (Q.) 
pp 1H7-1H8. 

Selection of text-books for primary 

schools: U) ) p. 5. 

Sen, Mr. Atui Chandra 

Dciuntid tor grant 

27- Administration ol Justice pp. 
298-295 „ 

8en, Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra 

Demand lor grant 
89- Public Health pp 170-178, 

Settlement recovery camp at Jatrapur in 
Kurigram subdivision: (Q > p 86 

Shahedali, Mr. 

Demaml for grunt 

18- Industries Industries- pp. 33- 
85 

Singha, Mr. Kshetra Nath 

Commiiuu! ratio in appointments under 
Court ot Wards in Rangpur (Q.) 
p. 280 

Demand tor grant 
7 Land Kcxenue pp. 206-208. 

Sinking of tube-wells in Hooghly district: 

<Q.) pp 147-148. 

Speaker Mr. (the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 
M. Azi/ul Hague, C.I,E.) 

Rulings and observation on: 

Circular letter No 62 (250f L.A., 
dated 19th March, p. 241. 

Point of order rcgurdiug Joint Sitting 
it> consider the Rules made under the 
Motor Vehicles Act pp. ,*305, $06, 
307 , 31 1-8' 2 
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Spactai Motion-* . % 

Under Rule 95 (1) the Bengal Legis- 
lative Assembly Procedure Rule# : 

• pp. 52-60. 

8tamgt— 9 

"Demands lor grants: pp. 286-287. 

• 

Suhrawardy, thi Hon 'bit Mr. H. ft. 

Appointment of a Special Officer to 
examine the question of improving 
the pa\ and prospects of inferior 
sonants (Q.) p 1H4. 

Motion of Address pp. 71-75. 

Tamizuddin Khan, the Hon’bla Mr. 

Demands for grants 
4H-- Industries Industries pp 14- 
21. 45-4*. 

Development <»f cottage industries in 
Basirhat and Barasnt subdivisions 
iQ i p 8*. 


Live-stock census in Bengal: (Q.) p. 
282. 

Recent Government census of domestic 
animals : (Q ) p. 1 

Recording of jute lands in the Hooghly 
district- (Q.) p. 92. 

Ttppara Oittrfct Board Elaotlont (Q.) 

, P 

Transfer of Dhupguri pollot-statfo n, dal* 

paigurl, to Kanarhat: (Q.) p. 84. 

Vaaanolat 

Filled up bv District Judge, Bakar- 
ganj, after March 17th, 1939 : (Q.) 

p. ldl 

Walfur Rahman, Mr. 

Demand for grant 
:i8- Medical pp. 106-109, 


% 


B.G. 
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